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As usual, you've got plenty to say

i EMMA BROADLEY
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15 ROCK AROUND THE
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Launch yourself on the road to stardom with the first part
of the definitive A4 guide to MIDI. James Pinto looks at
what you need to get you going
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The first of a three-pan series on customising Protext
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That forgotten classic Tasword gets an even hreak
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Adam Waring cuts his teeth on readers’ problems

SMALL ADS

Small ads, big bargains. Get that magnifying glass out!

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS!
Wi check out the BIG games heading for your CPG

BALROG

AA’s new adventurer in uncharted lands

THE SIREN’S SONG

The tale of & CPC fan turmed mult-milkonnaire

FIRST EDITION

Part three of the AA guide to publishing on your CPC

TYPE INS

More rip-moaring routines from our readers
CHEAT MODE

Four packed pages of poking fun

INSIDER DEALING
PHIL. HOWARD blows more cracking secrets wide open

BUYERS GUIDE

Don't sign that cheque until you've read this...

AAFTERTHOUGHT

All those things we thought of at the Jast minute

SPECIAL OFFERS

Howe do we do it? More fantastic CPC bargains
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AMSTRAD CONSOLES ITSELF

® The secret is out! New CPC-based console on the way

£

# The multi-tabented CPC: |s there a console version on the way?

In a surprise mowe, Amstrad
plans to launch a new CPC-based
console machine in April next
Fear

The new machine will not fea-
ture new  technology, however,
Leaked information indicates that
developers have been told to dis-
mantle a CPC and rebuild it as a
ZBGE console. Games would be
supplied on ROM cards.

Prices have et to ba
announced, but to succeed the

consolos will almost cortalnly have
to cost around the £70 mark of
lags.

What's also not clear yet 15
whether the console will feature
additional graphics and sound
hardware over the CPC. Here,
Amstrad could face something of a
Catch-22 situation. Without dedi-
cated hardware, a CPC-based con-
sole would have its work cut out
competing with such machines as
the #-hit Sega, currently enjoving

@ Dixo

after al

ny machine can ank
4} the CPC's current

a new lease of life. On the other
hamd, if the boys at Brentwood do
inoomporate extra hardware, the
machine is unlikely to be able to
access the CPCs huge software
base

Amstrad bogs Alan Sugar has
boen wanting to get into the con-
sole market for some tme now, So
the development of a CPC-based
console might seem a [ogical
move. It might also be, however,

that with five years of manufac-
ture behind it, CPC internals can
now be tumed out for next fo
mothing.

What is for sure, however, is
that if Amstrad is to make a suc-
cess of a CPC-based console it's
going to have Lo use every ounce
of its admittedly formidable mar-
keting muscie.

Amstrad itself is keeping tight-
lipped on the whole subject.

To coincide with Amsfrad Action’s
fourth birthday celebrations the
miagazing's latest ABC figures have
just come in. With circulation fig-
ures for the pened from January lo
Juna 1889 Iolalling 35,189, Fulure
Publishing’s Amsirad Acifon is the
only B-bit magazine to show a year-
on increass in sales.

Greg Ingham, publisher of
Amstrad Action, says, "The figures
show what a strong and healthy
market the CPC supports. We look
forward to further growth in this
area.”

C range from ils
sh sed the old “Amstrad 10-axe CPC
shack harror” remours. They could even be right -

on so lang. How-
rength and by the

number of times that rumour’s been round before,
you needn't hold your breath,

Future looks great

-]

We can’l take all the credil
though. Those figures only go fo
show what a loyal and disceming
bunch of readers you are, and
demonstrate the CPC's continuing
popularity.

And as for the future - well, you
aln't seen nuthin® yetl —

——

—_—

| amMsTRAD acTioNn [
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The latest "joystick” from Spectravideo is in
fact nothing of the sort, The company jtsalf
prefers to call it & “game controller™ — a
suitably blanket phrase for an object that
looks Hie nothing you've ever seen befon

Actually, that's nol strctly true. The
Cuickshot OS5 129 resambles nothing more
than & pair of motoscycle handiebars. The
idea is that you showld grasp it would both
hands (as In the photo), with your left
thumb controfling cursor movement and
your right the fire button. The OS5 129
design, it's reckoned. will enabie the player
to “almost forget it's thera”.

Hopefully the Spectravideo's now game
controller will prove more inspiring than the
Wizmaster. The QF 129 will cost £12.50,
while the best-selling Ouickshot Turbo comes

Spectravideo takes control

® Spoctravides, bringing new moan:

down to £10.50. You can find out more on 01
D00 0024,

Dizzy goes 0898
Codamasters’ cuddly cartoon
character Dizzy is 50 popu-
lar that he could soon
have his own bodine.
Listed amongst the likes
of Sexy Suzy, and
Pouting. Patrica,
the premium rata
helpline - costing
25p o I8p per
minute - will offer §

the Dizzy arcade adventures. A
spokosman from Codemasters
complained thal they get so

- AMSTRAD Acﬂn._u'—]

hints and tips in solving TR

Arnor going cheap

Arnor Ltd, widely regarded as the king of
gerious software, is having a sale of disk-
based programs for the CPC range. The
company is running a number of special
offers on many af its products, some of
witich are now less than hall the original
price,
@ Protext, the best-selling word proces-
sof, has had £10 lopped off s price tag,
and comes with the bonus of a free tutor-
al book, Protext A PCW Users Guide,
written by Future Pubiishing’s wery own
Rob Ainsley. The new prics is £49.90
® Amor's highly acclaimed assemblar
Maxam [T sees its price slashed by half,
down from £49.95 to £24.
@ The BCPL systems programing lan-
guage has also had & hefty price cut, from
£24.95 to £12

A espokesman for Amor assured us
that the CPC was assured of the compa-
ny's continted support. Contact Amor on
0733 68909,

many telephone calls and letters from baffiad
gamesters, that an automatic haipline with a
taped message is the only way o appease the
overworked staff.

@ Codemasters has hit
the big time well and
truly with Rocksiar - a
whole spread in Mach-
esher's City Life....!

......
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1992 and all that E.I.Oh!

Entertainment International is continuing s asssult on the software
market with three more cutstanding projects for the winter months
Aftar the earth shaking Gazza's Super Socoer comes Knight Force, Team
Yankee and Dr Doom's Rovenge.

Anpphtiorce promises to ba the hack and slash
epic of the season if ik can live up to its
billing. You star as the the knight of

Organisers of the Amstrad Expo ‘B8 in France are reported to ba
expecting neaily half a milllon pecple through thelr deors this Octo-
ber. While this fgure was described as optimistic by the Amstrad
Cent Fouwr Cent Magazine, |t shows the CPC's strength across the
walar,

The market does seem to be little different though, a factor
apparent in the magazines, Amsirad Cent Pour Cent features pre-
view comics to diaw In the punters while its type-in sections :""“’“l“' protector of the people of Bel-
demand new levals of typing acourdcy. One recant listing reaching a loth. The battle to rescue a kidnapped
staggering 1623 lines! princess takes him beyond the city Hm

- ite and into & chase across time

The game featiures five time zones each with o
massive twenty five levals. Mix this up with groat
graphic animation and the only problem will be find-
ing a disk big enough o hold it

Team Yankee iz ancther attempt to make good
softwire out of lterature. This time you are part of
A tank group in the NATO's last stand againet the
might of the Rusaian Hed Army, The three ey ale-
mants are seen to be the using as much aof the
book as possible, the accuracy of the tank simu-

comp——re gy lation and the split

B0 A, Pl |_.'|k.:E#.i'II THL EM DL BCTREN pcmpnmw—n

iy views of the di-
ferent members of
Team Yankee. So it
could ba good
news for  Simg
fans but bad
news for those wha
hate reviewers' bad tank puns!

Last but not least is news of another
Marvel supethero bDlasting on to the CPG
scresn. Captain America makes his second
appearance in game form, this time to
thwart Ir Dooms Revenge Litfle i known at the rmoment about the plot,
but coming from the same stable a8 Crazy Cars [T with its overscan pic-
tures and Titan, the fastest-scrolling game in the history of the Amstrad,
you know i has every chance of being a doozy.

L. CF WTHE D LN

Byteback has caused somo-
thing of a stir with its new
§ advortising campaign. To pub-
licise Kendo Warror Maskand
Cosmic Firate it {8 to run &
seriag-of ads in the Beano and
the Dandy. With a circulation
figure of around 500,000, the
exposure 18 going to  be
urprecedented. It be inberest-
ing to see whether such
aggressive marketing will pay
off with such a young target
markat.

AMSTRAD ACTION 2
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== Uunbeatable prices, unbeatable service

THE

fﬁ?ﬁﬁffﬂ'ﬁ?

% ses /;fffrff;ﬂfff
Wil munnnnt,

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
ST RO s e
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CUMBNE ISBUB ..ccvveneerorasiasasasnaisisisnsines

* Fully illustrated

¥ Over 20,000 words per
month

*® Proper Ad format

FANZINE

e —

Letters, Basic, Comms,
Mcode, Hardware pro-
jects and much more.

.£15.00
£22.50
.£30.00
£1.25

A truly
. Allernative
Fanzine

CASPELL RIBBON REFRESHER
An 8oz can does up to 30 ribbons

ONLY £7.95 PER CAN
THE PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE

CPM DISC 1 -

MACHINE CODE TOOLS Price £6.50

ZB0 arsd BOBD suemblers, 280 to BOB0 ko JB0 code irarddater, Debugying monnor amd asseen-
bibar, Flirpen atsambinr, Binany tho oompaid, plas NewSeeap and morm

CPM DISC 2 - COMPUTER LANGUAGES
Senal-C, Prokog, Lisp, EBare, Semal-C-indermarsler pius NewSwosp
CPM DISC 3 - FILE AND DISC MANAGEMENT Price £6.50

Libvary uiizgs, Dusc quality chocker, Unix GRE P command, POW disc neader, DS secion s,
Tt fhe gore, Word counige, phug MawSweep and morg.

CPM DISC 4 = AT YOUR LEISURE Price £6.50

Carve Sapveriurg, Cheas, Othello, Golf, Weord search, Blorhythms, Maze generaior, Orrscreen
caiculator, Preiog, Comms wility, plus NewSweep and mone

CPM DISC 5 - THE BUSINESS

Serivandd spreadeheal, nvertory database, Powerlul texf aditor, Speling chackar with dictionary,
Sariar, Word counter, Comma utiity, plus NewSwaep and mong,

CPM DISC & and 7 - PASCAL PLUS (Two Discs)
Pascal, SCI, Cobol, EBask, Powerlul bt ediar, plus NowSweep

CPM DISC & - MORE COMPUTER LANGUAGES
Farth, Saole, Cabel, Exgert 8, Powsrful 1 edilon, plus NewSweap
CPM DISC 9 - COMMUNICATIONS Price £6.50

M, Hormit, Kormosde, interface and Sman-Modem, overlays. source code, plus NowSween
and mors

PLUS % PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS
Public Domain software support available to WACCI
subscribers.

Mega-big homegrown library
Send £1.25 for full catalogue and details (E and OE).

Price £6.50

Price £6.50

Price £10.00

Priee £6.50

THE SPECIAL OFFERS

Advanced OCP Art Studio — £18.95
OCP Art Studio — £15.95
The Advanced Art Studio, bundled
together with the Genius Mouse,
Interface and Mouse Mat — £49.95
(£39.95 without the Advanced Art

Studio Pack)

Ram Dela Joystick ... st s 6.99
Kador Seal 'n’ TYPe COVEMS........ccuainimiiimssssinsssansansans 7.95
MESIECEIC 2B i e A 24.95
T L I | | B o s 29.95
MasterCalc AND MasterFile..........ccccocveeesveeeeesnns e 49.95
Prolaxt- (G M) < el e v e e chs b 47.00
Pockat Protext (CP/M+) ..ot i, 23.25
o e T 1| | e e P S M IO s ke 19.50
BOPLCPIMEY it istausisistis s sie s et et ahavans 19.50
BTG C ICPIME) G i sxesnidhiants et S sy s v 39.00
Maxan 1.5 {ROM)..viinioiniss st it crariamasmasss iavans £203.25
Protext CTfICe (DIBKYwimu.ssiisissssnssmseiasei ssersnmsainesas £27.25
ROmbBo BRom BoX.......oiiiusnsiiassssisiisnsissinsssssbs s 29.85
VIDECPC AIgIISOr. ...covioiisvivisisusinstasnssasrmsessssias 69.85
5 x CF2 discs (yes we've got theml) ...........cceniee. 11.95
10 GF2aIaes 50 o e e e 22.95
Al 6] ol e S I s b T 44.95
DMP 2000/3000 Printer Ribbons (each) .........cccceuue. 3.20

WACCI UK, 9 SOUTH CLOSE, TWICKENHAM, MIDDX TW2 5JE

Est. 1986 — Phone 01-898 1090




REACTION

AA’s poor old postman has to climb the stairs with yet another bulging postbag...

#Sit down for your rights
May [ say that, despite being a
6128 owner, I find all this talk
about Amstrad’s attitude to the
futwre of the CPC range to be
rather out of place.

Amstrad iz in business to make
and =oll computers (and other
prodocts) and Dothing
else. If you buy a CPC,
you have no right to
the continuation of
the range, or o any
supporting  prod-
ucts, or component
paris, Neither do
you have the right to
have your letiers Lo
them answered of the
rght to a free telephone
enquiry service. Your only legal
right s that the machine contin-
0es to operate for the guarantee
peniod. After that, you are on your
oW

Of course it is a lot micer to
have lots of fellow users, software
experienced repairers, good maga-
zines etc, and these are more like-
ly to predominate while the range
is carrent — but we have no right
to their existence.

As stated, Amstrad’s job is to
make and sell as many computers
&5 i can, to pay its shareholders
the biggest dividends. If they
decide to overprice, or undarmar-
ket the CPC. to kil it off, or to cut
their own throats, then it's past
customers will have to lump it
uniess they can voice their opin-
lons as shareholders.

The best way lor Amstrad 1o
sell more computers is to got all
the past customers (o ditch their
old machines, and buy the latest
mode] every few years. The trou-
bie 15, most CPC users (inciuding
me} won't do It The CPC is too
good, and the upgrade products
are incompatabls, but [ don't
blame Amstrad for trying.

John Fairlie
Bristol

AA: The question of ‘rights’ is a
vary difficull one. There Is noth-

ing specifically wrong with what
you say, John, but you have fo
exercise g lite common sense

A letter can make all the difference (it brought the Pilgrim
back!). So write to: Reaction, AA, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ.

And in case you need any more incentive, there's £15on
offer for the letter of the month!

too. Most would agree that when
they buy a complex and
expencive  machine
they are also buying
& pariain amount of
future support -
by implication,
even if it’s not in
the small print To
use your annument,
you might just as wail
say Ford motor company
has a nght to stop seliing the
Escort when it likes, melt down
its entre stock of spares and
withdraw all workshop manuals!
It's pot hard to imagine the reac-
ion of most drivers!
Sl we're awarding you

Letter of the Month for making
some prelly reasonable poinis,
blast you — and as a change from
the usual “Alan Sugar should be
boiled in off for what be's done to
the CPC otc etc ofc.

#Join the club
Iam in need of your assistance |
purchased a Amstrad CPC464
about six months ago. Ever since
then [ have bought Amstrad
Action magazine, and every month
you slip in a leaflet to join the
Home Computer Club, The first
tima | saw this jeaflet 1 was
thrilled to know that [ would be
abila to join.

Waell, [ have been trying to join

#Shot down in flames...

I would Hke to question o aspect of Tranton Wabb's Laser Squad

review, in AA 49, page 50.

H& da.lmq :t is “accurately simulating the one-to-one combat up
L rebel space marnnes™. How can this be
stated with any cerainty? Has Trenton
¢ served with ‘rebel space marines'?
8 surely the accuracy of a ‘simulation” can
& only be judged by someone with an
" intimate knowledge of the subject
betng simulated!

S be made?
Haﬂmmmamthathuhaawvedmh&m' :anmlu.mn,
18th line.) He's been arcund a bit, hasn't hel pyr

Apart from that T must say it was a good |
review, and [ really think T ought to try the game

out

Ramsoy, Huntingdon
P.3. A warm welcome back to the Filgrim! Long
may he grace the pages of the best colour

Amstrad magazine around.

AA: Trenton assures us he has
spent some time as a rebel space

marine, though I was shortly

| Without this knowledge, how can a
fudgement of the simulation’s accuracy

Steve Loa

now for six months, [ fill the leaflet
in and send it off, but to my dis-
pair, T have no reply from them. [
have sent off four of these leaflets,
but still no reply. I have written
letters but still no reply. does this
Home Computer Club even sxdst?
If it does could you please try and
belp me out, by contacting them
for me (as [ had no luck). If you
could ask them to write 10 me so |
could join, it would be fully appre-
clated.
Miichael Schofield
Halesworth, Suffolk

AA: Well there you go. Perhaps
someona from the Home
Computer Club resding this will
get in touch with Michael?

@There’s no accounting for it
I am the newly alectad treasurer of
our local Amstrad Users Club, and
shortly after taking office, I decid-
ad to get ‘a bit of soltware' to tidy
up the accounts. Imagine my sur-
prise when a leading software
retailer in the city told me that
“there is nothing availiable for the
CPC range, but we think thete is a
bioke living on the Gold Coast {of
Queensiand) who has written a
program that will do the job®.
Enter AA4E, right on cue. The
AA Buyers Guide ‘Business
Accounts” section has listed a
number of accounting modules
from SD Microsystams. But there's
no address listed In the Buyers
Guide, 50 we can't writal Telecom
require a fee the size of the
National Debt to telephone the UK
from Australia so could you please
a) phone SDM for me and ask them
toc sond me details of their
accounting software, and b) get
them an advert in your illustrious
magazine so that others may gain
the advantage of knowing what
they are about You might like to
remind them of the slogan that
doing business without advertis-
ing is like winking at a girl in the
dark - you know what you are
doing but no-ona else doasl|
Ric Allberry
Brishane Amstrad Computar Club

AA: Consider it done.

T AMSTRAD ACTION -




REACTION

®Displeasure,  disgruntle-
ment, malcontent,

I was pleased to see your review
of Keyword in AA 49, but would
like o coment on some of the
points you raised.

First the good news. We have
reduced the price of Keyword to
£19.95 on disk, prolr to the release
of a new ROM-based version - due
out within a couple of months.
Mow on to your points. It is true
that Keyword takes up a fair
amount af memory, but with the
disk wversion this is unavoidable
due to the amount of data packed
into the program. However, a5 you
mentioned, it does work from
within the Protext ROM, leaving
over 12k free for teat.

With regard to your comment
of Keyword culy having 10,000
synonyms and 1,000 subject head-
ings. This limitstion is brought
about by the amount of informa-
tion you can squesie onlo Obg
gide of a 3" disk. However, for
each word you select, you are pre-
gented with up to 40 synonyms
(many more than you get with
some printed thesauruses - of is
that thesauri?), which, based on
the 1,000 main subject headings,
gives you &n effective vocabulary
of up to 40,000 wonds.

Again, you picked up on a
number of words you felt should
have been incuded. Particular
condemn, diagnose, emend, fea-

Taking these in tum, typing
bai at the main prompt offers the
word belief Amaze bland, con-
demn, grill and hip are not in the
dictionary - although many syn-
onymns of these words are.
Typing diag reveals diagnosis, and
feature definately is in the dictic-
naryll

50 if the first word you think of
doesn't happen to be there, the
second or thind almost cerainty
will

One of the essential benifits of
a disk-based thesaurus you didn't
mention, though. is that with
Key-word's linked hypertext-like
structure, you can instantly follow
avenues of thought, roaming
through the datebase, at many
times the spead you can look up
just one word in a printed the-
Saurus.

However, as always, we have
listned to your comments and
when the new ROM wversion is
released, virmally all the CPC's
main memory will remain avail-
able to the user, plus we are look-
ing at adding a facility whereby

you can include your own words
in the database.
Anyway, those points apart, |
gtill think AA is the best read you
can get for the CPC. By the way. If
any of your readers would like a
copy of Keyword, thoy are avali-
able from our new addmess: 6
Ennerdale Road, Stockport,
Cheshire, SK1 4NE.
Robin Nixon
Swift Software

®Needing a fix
Flease help me. Shortly after [
bought my 6128 at Chrstmag, the
kayboard was damaged - in par-
ticular, the keys A, 5, E, C and the
spacebar. A temrible nuisance to
keyboard players or in general
use. [ have tried several places to
soe if I can get it fixed but they
have mnot answered, gono
bankrupt or do not fix personal
computers any more. [ am sure
there are a lot of people with dam-
aged CPC's 50 it would be a help
to all of us if you could perhaps
give us an address or dealer.
Thomas Wilkins
Solihull

AA: Try VSE Technical Services,
Dept 104, Unit 6, 8 Nursery Road,
London SW9 8BP (01 737 0234)

@5ugar sweet
Congratulations lo everyone on
the AA team for producing such a
wonderful mag.

But just before you shove this
latter aside with all the other let-
tars of congratulations, T would
like to make a small paint.

A lot of people sit in front of
their CPC, load up & game and
play to their hearts content, hour
after hour,

Three out of four people who
own a CPC do not apperciste how
much tume, money and hard work
has gone into the keyboard and
{green screen) moniter in front of
them.

We all owe our gratitude and
thanks to the people who buil
these wonderful machines, espe-
clally Alan Sugar.

He was left at one stage of the
production, unknowing to himself
that he was in charge of proceed-
ings, but Alan and his ‘Sugar
Drive’ held onto the fort until peo-
ple like Roland Perry and Mark
Eric-Jones came to rolisve Alan
from the situation.

I Alan Sugar and other people
like Roland Perry and Mark Eric-

Jones did not contribite to the -

production of the CPC 484 and
664, then in my personal view [

-__'Anllrnnn Acrloﬂ

@Nearly a STOSser

I'm writting to you in order to vent a lot of anger... rant, rave, rant,
rave, rant and rave. There, now that's done [ can tell you this. [ love
my CPC, which I have had for years now, but recently [ tried to sell it
{(howror on horror) and my parents stopped me (much to my delight).
The reason was | wanted to get an Atar ST because my friend had
one and with it you can (yeate games on programs such as STOS and
the Shool-em-up Construction Kit. This was the temptation. Where is
all this leading? Well could you tell me if there are any plans for such
programs on the CPC and if not then could you suggest 10 everyons
you know that it would be a good idea,
Yours wantinggquitebadlytomakeagamingly.

P8 I count four or five mistakes in this letter — what about you?

AA: I you're after a games creation package, take a look at Pandora
(reviewsad AA4T). Incidentally, we don't know about four or five mis-

Joz Becker
Weybridge, Surrey

takes, Jez, only one big
one - wanting (o sell

think that all 464 and 664 owners
would now own sh**'y Spectrums
and or***y Commodores as well as
16-bit compauters.

Thank you Alan Sugar, for

everything
Simon Aling
Thornton Heath, Surmey

AA: We're lost for words Simon.
Alan Sugar certainly did the
world a great service whon he
brought out the CPC, hut it seems
fair to assume he didn't do too
badly out of the deal himeslf.

@®Easy way out

Why the heck can't soltware pro-
grammers include an option of
additional (or infinite) lives 50 that
we at least can see what the other

gcreens or levels look Hke? After
all, we want to cheat a bit. [
wouldn't be the least surprised if
there were some game levels
which nobody has ever reached.
even the programmear or hackers.

Mike Baker

Chestarfiald

AA: No matter how hard the
game, we doubt there are screens

g0 tough to get to that even the
programmers haven't seen them,
Mike...

Ag for incorporating built-in
cheat modes, opinions vary, Some
would say it just takes away the
challange.

90ff colour

1 was playing on my 464 the other
day with a friend, when he moved




REACTION

the keyboard and a strange thing
heppened. All the colours on my
moniter went funny. Red colours
went black white colours blue,
yellow colours green ete. Then,
when my mate moved the key-
board back, afl the cormact cobours
came back again! | have since
found that this happens whenever
my keyboard is placed at certain
angles and distances to my mond-
tor Can you explain this strange
phenomenon? Is my computer
malfonctioning? Or i my oolour
moniter going green, (I mean turmn-
ing inko & green screen monter —
not going environmental friend-
e
And this may sound abeurd,
but does hoovering your computer
damage it in any way?
Eesp up the good work on the
m&gazrine.
Michael Dempsey
Sittingbourne, Eent

AA: Well Michasl, we're not too
sure about why your monitor's
coiours are changing - uwndess
you've got @ dicky momitor lead —
bt we can state categorically
that onlese you're nsing the
Amme 600hp Turbodefuxe indus-
trial vacuum cleaner (which will
actually suck the lettering off the
kzys), your CFC isn't in too much
denger from the ousework.

@Alternative venue

Hare are a few interesting facts:-
# In 1086 I bought an Amstrad
CPC 464

® In 1587 I bought an Atar ST

@ In 1989 I sold my Atar ST. Why
hother spending £25 on a piece of
software? The games ore more
like graphics demos because there
is no gameplay. Disk swapping is
also & problem. with some games
taking five disks.

S0 what bave I done that's so
interesting? 1 have organised a
computar show - The 8-bit Micro
Show. For just 75p entrance per
person you receive free gifts, free
entry into a draw to Win a comput-
ar and of course the chanee to pick
up loads of bargain software and
hardware.

The show is v be held on 26th
Movember in Tamworth Ars
Centre and booldngs can be made
by sending an SAE to D. Balis
with chequee/po's enclosed. For
this you will receive maps and fur-
ther information

Unlike & yupple 16-bit show
you will be able to try out the
games on show (some sarous
software too). There will also be

many companies holding stands

{tha 8-bit micro will never die,

increased CPC sales have proved
50).

D Betts

Tamworth, Staffs.

AA: Sounds good to us. {Good
encugh for a fres plug, anyway.)

®Discologie - un upgrade

On a wvisit to France in the sum-
mer, [ decded to upgrade
Discology from my English version
33 to the latest French version
{Siren software were not offering
an upgiade). [ sent off a cheque
{French) to Meridian Informatique
and received the latest version
(6.1) within a week. R contained a
smart properly printed manual and
the ‘online’ help was nol complate.
This version is excellent with sev-
eral new functions in the copier
and explomrer (mainly technical).
Well worth the 100FF as it

includes full -online help for each

mcdhule. If you have a reasonable

kmowledge of French, translation
is simple enpough and technical
jargon can be found in a good

French-English dictionary.
if you ever wondered what the

two letters after each sector meant

then 1 enclose a list for v3.3 wh.1
also has a track messages as well

25 5eCtor messages.

/CM — Conirol Mark — Sector is
erased

/DE — Data Error — Sector provokes
drive emor (track format size
different from sector size)

/DD = Datas Emor in Data field -
Sector contains data and gives
incomect CRC

/FB - Filler Byte - Sectors consist
of tdentical bytes

/HD — Head Address — Sector con-
tains an ermor on the side num-
ber of the ID

MIC — Wiong Cylinder — Sector
comtaing an eqror on the track
number of the I

/ND - No Data - Sector empty with
a notmal sector ID or a sector
with an erased ID at the time
of formetting

f55 — Substitution Sector - it
explains itself.

Version 51 has many more of

thess two letler messages as well

as the 3 letter messages. For those
interested in upgrading then send

a chomque for French Francs for

135FF (check the price first, the

extra 35FF is for php outsids

France) to Merdien Informatique,

5/7 La Canabjere 13001 Marseilles

France, and their phone number is

010339194 1653
I hope this hedps people & lot. [

will be happy to write the lefter in

French for anyone who is interest-

ed of to make a phone call on their

behalf.
Julian Simclair
London

AA: Thanke for that info, Julian

@Big down under

the same in England!

CPC owners are not having a
very easy time. When the
CPC was first introduced
it was hotalded as the
new generation in com-
puters  (that was 2
years ago). MNow the
humble old CPC s con-
sidered as the same cal- Seas
egory a5 the OLD
Commodors Vic-20! 4
Now | have had
encugh, lor
instance, &
here in &

Ly

troes. .| | You'ne fired - ad)

Wow1!111 I can't believe that I am writing to you at
last Ewver gince [ have had my Amstrad CPC 6128
computer | have been trying to obtain a second-
hand copy of your wonderful magazine. You see, my
mum won't allow me to buy magazines because
they are too expensive. Even though your magazine
iz worth it, it isn’t fair that here in Australia we ame
expected to pay $6.00 for Amstrad Action and only
$320 foryour rival magazine when they both cost

Anyway, I have had the urge to et all of your
‘Pommy' readers kmow that us ‘Ausgie’ Amstrad

game of utility.

e

# The Aussies spurn the CPC, according to Robert Trylor. They must be out of their

Adelaide there are only two shops thai stock
Amstrads. Not one bulletin board contains CPC soft-
ware and everyone thinks they are rabbish!
Bacause of this | do not have any programs
(except this Word Frocessor that [ typed oul of a
magazine 3 years ago), becasuse the few that are
around are just too eXpensive.
Anyway, | am gratefiol for my Amstrad CPC 6128
and my printer a5 [ could not do without them
Homework is 100 times faster with a word proces-
gor. Oh well! Perhaps one day I will come bome from
a second-hand computer shop with a bundle of
Amstrad Action magazines and maybe my first

Thank you Amsirad Action. I really
anjoy reasding pour magazins at tha
newsagents stand every month or
80,

Robert Taylor
Para Hills West, South Australia

AA: My word, you have
got it rongh over there,
bavent wyoul That
ASE00 is  preity
steep, but all we can
say is that “you get
whal you pay for”.
As for going dowa
to the newsagents (o
read AA every month,
we really don't think
that’s a very good idea
- you're powsagont
can't exactly be thrilled.

Which is why, Robert
wea're sending you a froa
12-month subscription.

AMSTRAD ACTION -




THAT WOMAN

Oh Dear, Emma Broadley has had
some mail, and it certainly isn't
from an ardent admirer. MIKE
WHEELER dons his gloves, puts
in his gumshield and climbs in
the ring...

littla bit too far this time. I'va got a few

things 1 have got to get off my chest.
(Don't evan think about calling me namas for
that one), Firstly and most simply. just who
the hell do you think you are? Are you trying
10 express a complete view of women In gen-
eral, or just you and a little posse of friends
out to slag off anything with a picture ofia
pretty Lady in it?

Yes you've guessed it, (congratulations,
you used your brain instead of your mouth)]
am pretty annoyed about your sex and vio-
lence statements. Don't get me wrong, |'&m
perfectly in agreement with the reduction in
violence, but your column about sex s just
completa b*** *cks,

0 kay lady you've pushed your luck just a

Sport for all?

In your words “...when so many peopls aro
axposed 1o the Sport every week...” - oll, 50
are we to assume that newspaper stands, WH
Smith etc leave the papors open on the

force children to take in the sight? No, Why
don't you think about what you are saying?
Nobody'makes you buy the Sport, Panthouse,
e, nobodyl

Explofting fomales? Wouldn't you agree
that women &8 well 88 men have a brain
inside thelr head? Do the Sport have press
gangs which they ugeé to round up attractive
womén and  force them to remove their
clothes and smile? No. The women do it
because they Want to, okiy? Can you under-
stand that? They want to, Maost of these
ladies (yea they are still ladies ) are atiractive
encugh to work as models slone, without pos.
ing nude.

To quote you again, “The Sport finds its
way Into thousands of homes where children

can ses it”. Oh sure! In come our beloved

press gang again, breaking into houses and
smtegically placing the paper on the break-
{ast rable for the kids to see in the morning.
Actually no, [ don't think so at all. Anybody

ké . your column about
sex is just complete
h*h‘*cknl ’,

wha buys the Sport 160°t going o begin show-
ing s contanks nonchalently 1o minors — of
am [ uneducated in these blindingly obvious

shatves? No I think not facts? I so mmm
And do people buy the Sport, open it at Mo [ haven't finished yet You find such
the center pages in the computar shop and aforementioned publications degrading? Well
’ -
It's a disgrace!
1 don't kmow what Steve time" that somebody stood up . Dibeons think again?
thinks he's playing at, but he and was counted.” Of course, all this would
was on the phone to me earlier Which is why I'm a bit nirwiet hivve happened if
this week telling me that | miffed at Steve for cutting Amstrad itsalf had been pre.
wouldn't got my usual whole down on my space this month.  pared to cut the price of the
page this issue, Whateverthe  This bs the month, after all, CPC. Then, instead of being
reason, | think he's very when Dixons announces it's just ong of the 8-bit con-
unwise. For a start, from what  godng to stop selling the CPC. tenders, the CPC would have

my friends tell me I'm now
gure this is one of the most
popular pages in the maga-
zing, Of coarse, I can't take all
the credit for that, as I'm sim-
ply stating out loud what
everybody knows is simply
COMmMON sanss anyway. “Still,”
my colleagues say, “It's about

How absurd can you get! The
CPC is without a doubt the

wiped out the Spectrum and

‘Commodaore 64 completely.. It's

best §-bit micro you can buy, -almost s if Amstrad has &
and Dixons is dropping itl  deathwish as far as the CPC is
Mind you, with they heavy dis-  concerned. It launches the
counting it's using to chear its’ " finést machine on the market
stocks there's going lo bea and lets it sulfocate slowly by
stampidde. Perhaps the sales offering no discounting, no
boom will be encugh o make promotion and no back-up.

A question of time

fe, the edilarial team

vsh 1o podnil ol thal

| Amylhing, as
ebody eise’'s name at the

Wrila 1o:

Broadley Brickbals, Amsirad Action,
4 Queen Streel, Bath BA1 1EJ.

1 o the oir raid
meni Emma reads

let's just think who is degrading you. [ don't
think the peopla who buy them are physically
or mentally degrading you. Nor the producers
of printars. I'l tell you. Without the poeopla
who pose for things in the first place, there
would be no degradation. I they lelt that
strongly about "exploitation’ they wouldn't do
it. S0 basically, it is women degrading
womean, wouldn't you agres?

Violent tendencies

You are against violence in computer games?
Fair enough, so | assume you are against
other forms of uncontrolled  violence?
{Contralled meaning Boxing, Wrestling ete.) [
quobe you once more - “If the fat creep who
owns it [the Sport] were severly beaten up I
wouldn't mind a bit" Hmm [ think that says it
all. As I said before, Engage your brain before
opéning your mouth will you? “The stafl of
this ragshould be publicdy Dogged and all
their possessions bumt™ That really gels up
my nose. What have you got against the
graphic artist, printess etc? Just tell me how
they have hurt you and in what way they
dagarva to be publicly fogged? If that isn't
unnecessary violence in your eves then take
yoursel! down to your local paychiatric hospl-
tal and recite your viaws,

Pornographic? Hal- don't make me laugh
Are you telling the worlkd that an aitractive
fady who is fortunate enough o possess a
great body and decides to show off a little -
just the top hall mind you — creales porno-
graphic material? My dear lady, forgive me [or
making assumptions but you have a Jof to
learn.

To end on a lighter note, as I am not a
completaly sex mad, armogant person, | think
that your plece on copyright was brilliant, The
letter to end all backing-up arguments. Well
done. All in all, your column makes a good
read, just steer dear of tryving to end the sex
argument that we all know about and love w
hate

Thank you for your time and 1 look for-
ward 1o seeing your reply.

_ AMSTRAD ACTION
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Maste

So how do you play music on
your CPC? What instruments do
you need? What's a sequencer -
and what is this MIDI lark:any-
way? JAMES PINTO is the ‘r’nan
with all the answers... -

=
-~
=
Al
.

he world of MIDI is ke a closed book
T to outsiders. Here you-are, bombarded

with jargon, technobabble and musi<
cal mumbo-jumbo, and no clue as to what it =
all means.

Well you'll be pleased to hear that mak-
ing music the MIDI way is actually quite
simple. The principle is basically that of
translating notes produced by a musical
instrumont into a form that can be under-
stood and manipulated by a computer,

Of course, with the huge variety of musi-
cal instrumants - not Lo mention computers
- available, some standard had to be hit
upon to allow them all to be able to send
data to each other MIDI (Musical
Instrument Digital [nterface] is that stan-
dard. Effectively, any MIDl-compatible
instrument will produce music data that
any MIDI-compatible computer can under-
stand.

Play it again
Once you have your
MID! data, you

 INTERFACE

Eisi:

Miditrack performer

~ gonnect IN 1o OUT, never OUT to OUT of IN fo IN.}

18 AMSTRAD ACTION

;%um Machine “pdes
- 1 Interface

~ (includes B-track sequencer software on disk = B-track se

: 95 on disk - can be configured to work with the Musi

with sequencing software on tape and disk)

#._' own just one keyboard and you want fo use a software-based sequencer such as DHCPS
* shop for about £2 each. (On & practical nole, any MIDI dévice will always have 3l least two sob

can then edit it via a “sequencer”. This is a
device that records MIDI data and then
replays it in much the same way as a tape
recorder (minus the tape). A sequencer-cin
come in either software or hardware fosm,
though nowadays most musicians ise soft-
ware-based sequencers written specifically
for their own machines.

Sequencers hreak down into two further
categories - real-time and step-time wvari-
oties. A eal-time sequencer will play back
your mpsic exactly as you recorded it -
includiig wrong notes! It also records all
rhuu awhkward silences at the start of your
pm&utmm when you realiss you've trod-

*:gm ol your plactrom. ..
=, Aithough you can edit performance
garGieters such as the playback volume,
i-‘ beh values and welocity semsitivity,
L L- actually edit the notes. As you can
afgime, to get good results with a real-time

in-the first place.

A stép-time mummriiqmmfmtf’
quwg{-.mmenmmmmbvum {

incl {when no note is played). It
works tothe same principal as any CPC

music sditor (not necessarily MIDI-compati--

ble} such as the Music Sysfem or the Micro
Music Creator, in that you enter each note
manually for each channel (MID] software
has 16 channels - you can assign a different
instrument to each one for an mﬂm—
ed"” effect).

Step time sequencers. Tllwlnlﬁhm
to entér your compositions u:mu a MIDI
keyboard, and then correct any bum notes
or errors using a note editor, where: you
omter notes in MIDI data format. The advan-
tage of this is that you can produce compo-
sitions which are physically impossible to
play (such as incredibly fast arpeggios and
gcales), and the music you produce is very
exact because of the greater precision you
can exercise varsus that you get with a real-

£129. 85

e wunaedwmmummum _/Interfdce

Altho

it

The principle i employed by, mruns
such as the Pet Shop Boys, making use.of’
slightly more advanced tools such as u‘-\
Fairlight. The result is that their nfiisic
tends to follow logical sequences. If yor.lis-
ten to some of their sarlier sangs this Iog’ih
is very noticeable: listen, to how I'I'Il.llil.‘
builds up in paltmu Thli is defin
great adventage musically, angd until IIIJ.II-&
recently such mtmi 1.1.' only to
ﬁunﬂmﬁppleﬂmmm To know
that such packages were only-ayailable on
the more expensive computers was enough

to break your heart!

nulhmdhahotdl you can do such
wondrous’ 'lilhp “on CPC. A few
months ‘ago Saftware releasad
its Multi-Trdck_Step MIDI Sequencer
{try saying thiit urryl) - the only pack-

age uﬂ;s,tm\ for the CPC.

}muu il connect
toa instrument L Atari 5T
others - including the CPC -

| MID! interface. To'o

‘To make life easier for the
cian, DHCP and EMR offer
which include sequencing
of tha package. Those
sequencers, however, §o
iting. Fortunately, F
soequencar will run
{nces, opening up
CPC musician.



Foundation Step Tim
Sequencer ® £34.95 disk

# all CPCs @ Foundation
Software (0252) 543945

F5TSwill run on any CPC as
long as [t hos & disk drive con-
nected. But this Is not so pasy
{or 454 ownars, for in order lo
usa the software you need to
have a MIDH Interface and the
disk drive plugged into the
expansion port on your CPC at
the same lime. Again we have
ih same odd probiem concern-
Ing the DDI-1 ol having a
ihieugh cannector 1o enable the
it o phug further peripherals
indo the CPC.

Forunately, there are two
solutions, depending on which
IMbrfsos you own. The EMR
Inerface s available cither with
or withaut a through connector
~ definitely a ife-saver. Any 464
disk drive ownars buying
Miditrack Performer must
remember to state thal they
want fha interface with a
Ihrough connactar (not to ba
conhased with MIDI THRU),

I you owm either the Music
Machine or the DHCP interface,
conisct DHCP (0440 51207) for a
special cable, costing about a
tenmer, thal enables you to plug
thie disk drive in, imttpective of
whal cther peripharals ase cur-
rently connectod. Alternatively,
eiecironics butts can make thelr
omm cable by connecting thres
S0-wary edge conneciors and
two “Reversiboards”™ to a length
of IDC ribbon cable. The IDC
cable b avadlable from most
Electronics suppliers but the
"Reversiboards”™ ane only avall-
e from Maplin (part numbar
GOATS). The total cost s about
13 {hardly an sarth-shattering
sarving over DCHP's rady-mads
Teem). Contact Maplin for detalls

on % (0702) 552011,

The Foundation sequencer
allows the user lo compose and
arrange songs easily using any
MIDI-compatible keyboard. The
package ks intended for use with
a Yamaha PSS680 keyboard, but
works quite happily with any
MIDI synthasksar, thaugh yeu
might hava to change the
dalaull MIDI channed setiings.

Up ta alght diffarant voices
{nodas) and four percussion
sounds can be played simulta-
naously, each with adjusiable
valume and full 7 octave note
range. Noles are entered using
the CPC keyboard or from the
synthesiser using a Patfon
Editor. Each pattem can be
transposed Up or down or
copled. Drum patterns can also
b copled,

Once you have written a few
patterns, you ¢an move on fo
the Song Editor. This |s whene
you decide in what onder to play
the patterns. For excample the
stari of your sequence could be
pattern 1,2,3,4,1,1,2 4 and 50
on. Patterns can be played in
any order and up to 39 patlemns
are availablo.

With your song written you
¢an now emenge the instru-
ments wsing the MIDVVelcos
memu, From here you can
assign each volce Lo any one of
the 16 MIDI channels. You can
also assign a sound to each
volce, For example Track 1:
synth bass, Track 2. slrings, and
0 on for the other tracks.

The FSTS is axtremely easy
1o wse, Although the display can
Initlally seem rather daunting,
you 5000 get the hang of it.
Chrig Owen of Foundation
demanstrated the sequencer for
me, and after about 15 minutes |
had composed a sharl song. It
didn’t sound foo bad, elther,
using Chris's PSS660.

valus for °

the home
recordist

and amateur 1§
alike. The
songs | heard
sounded very |
impressive and
Chrisplayed |
me a tape from
1he Foundation
SOGUEBNCET
using a Roland D-
£0. Very impressive

easily be used as a
backing Instrument
for a band, espe-
clally it used with
2 good key-
Iboard such as
the D50 or

Korg M1,

o

indesd. The FSTS could 3
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RAM Mugic'.'lﬂachine

£49.99 (cass) £59.99 (disk) @ Datel Electronics (0782 744707)

The adverfisement bills the Music
Machine as "probably the most axcit-
ing music add-on available for any
computer.” Any computer? Well, for
the CPC maybe.

Satting up is quick and simple,

| and even the beginner will kave no

which.

problems connecling everything
together thanks to the clear and sim-
ple descriptions given in the mantsal.
The only annoyance is that the MIDI
poris on the Music Machine are nol
labefied as they ane on the EMR or
DHCP inferfaces. it Is slightly aggra-
wvating having to keep referring o the
diagram until you memorise which is

The well-presented main menu is

where you access the various mod-

ules of the system. If you have 2 MIDI

| keyboard the first option to go for is -

you guessed it — MIDI! From here you
define which of the 16 MIDI channals
receive and Iransmit data. You can
play either your keyboard's own
sounds, any resldent sampls or even
the Muslc Machine pre-sampied drum
sounds. You can also send the drum
or music output to either the ear-
phone of phono sockets of the Music
Mzching - or if you're really despes-
ate, you can direct the output to the
CPC's internal speaker!

Taking a sample

Ko doubt many peeple who have pur-
chasad, or are interesiad in buying,
fhe Music Machine have been aftract-
&d by its sampling capabilities. For
those of you who don’t know (where
have you been for the past five
years?), a sampler is an instrument
which allows you to ceplure a sound
using a microphone or any other
sound source and then replay that
sound al any pitch using a keyboard,
The more axpensive samplers, sich
&3 the E-mu Emulators 2 and 3 and of
course the Fairight series and indeed
many cheaper samplers (the Caslo
FZ-1, for instance], also allow exien-
sive editing of these captured sounds
(“samples™).

Well, the Music Machine may nol
be In the same league a3 these, but al
a fraction of the cost il is quile capa-
ble. To give the Music Machine's sam-
pler the ultimate test, | sorted through
my sample library for some awasomi,
totally wicked sounds - and it repro-
duced them astoundingly well. The
best was & snare drum similar 1o that
used in “Beal "dis” by Bomb the Bass.
It sounded superb once | had edited it
using the Music Machine's limited but
effective editing facilities.

However,
unbess
you own
some
sophisticated
sampling gear,
or an extremely
good micro-
phone, you'll
néver get as clear
& sampie 2= the
Music Machine's bulli-in percussion
sounds. Memary availability limits the
duration/quality of any sampled
sound, and the case of the Music
Machine this maximum duration is an
incredibly short 1.22 seconds! You're
basically imited to sampling drums,
even though some other [nslrumants
may come out OK, such as synth
basses or brass punches.

Writing a masterplece
Ussing the Music ine fo write
compasitions is lke using a match-
stick to play snooker. For a stast the
maximum number of noles you can
play 2! ence s hwo - and that's only if
you have a MIDI keyboard.

In essence, the music editor is a

basie stap-time sequencer. Very basic.

The drum editor is a different story. i

in the same way
as the music editor, but
the way you enler your drum pat-
terns ks similar lo that on many pre-
fessional drum machines. You can
use any of the ehght supplied samples
as drum sounds, of you can sample
your gwn. The drum sounds provided
are cowbell, snare, hi-lom, lo-tom,
open hi-hat, closed hi-hat and bass.
They have been superbly sampled
and the Music Machine’s drum faclil-
fies are enough to recommend the
umit on thedr own. |
To conclude, the Music Machine is
mre of an enthusiast's plaything than
3 professional tool. That said, it is one
of the cheapes! MIDI interfaces
anound and considering what you get
for the price it is a very good buy.
Don't forget that DHCP's Brack
sequencer will also work with the
Music Machine, a5 well as
Foundation's sequencer.
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s‘thc racing world that you h:we o

gt %hd determination to become a
Fnrmﬁh ﬂne Driver. Take the challenge
of the CONTINENTAL CIRCUS,
consisting of eight races in eight different
countries. YOU MUST NOT FAIL!
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“available on

AMIGA £15.99

C64 CASS £9.99

C64 DISC £14.99
SPECTRUM £9.99
SPECTRUM +3 £14.99

AMSTRAD CASS £9.99
AMSTRAD DISC £14.939

ATARI ST£19.99
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DRIVET

Qur 80 track double sided 3.5 inch disc drive will allow you to store B00K on
a single 3.5 inch disc. The drive is a slimline 1 inch high citizen mechanism
{as used on the Amiga and ST) and comes complete in a steel casing and
with a power supply and cable to connect to the computer (please specify
464/664/6128). We have three different sofiware packages that complete
the system, RAMDOS & ROMDOS by KDS software (ROMDOS is a ROM
version of RAMDOS) or RODOS by ROMANTIC ROBOT. 464 owners must
already own a first drive and interface before they can use our drive.

NEW LOW PRICES! SAVE £15.00 ON ALL DRIVES

Disc drive with RAMDOS .......oovccenisaiscsnssmmsnmmenes £109.99
Disc drive with ROMDOS..........cconimamssnisonssssmmenes £119.99
Disc drive with RODOS... £119.99
Blank 3.5 inch disc.. -£1.00
ROMBOARD (holds & HDMSJ £24.99

All prices include L"ATand poﬂage

TELEPHONE
061 228 1831

84-86 PRINCESS ST. MANCHESTER M1 6NG.

Sr

. TASWORD 6128 iy

SELHEET T TASWORD 464

The Word Processor - with Mail Merge

The established, powerful word processor for the Amstrad CPC
6128. TASWORD 6128 has been specially developed to use 64K
of memory as text space. This means a text file can be a
massive 60,000 characters long, enough room for over 10,000
words! Featuring all standard and many extra word processing
facilities TASWORD 6128 includes sophisticated print options,
on-screen help, notepads and a built-in data merge facility.
Extensive customisation options allow many facilities to be
changed to your requirements and then saved into the program.
Combining power with ease of use, TASWORD 6128 is the
complete word processor for the CPC 6128,

TASWORD 6128 Dise £29.95

Tasman

SUFTHARRE

FERFECTION IN PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE
Springficld House Hyde Terrace, Leeds LS2 9LN  Tel (0532) 438301

The Word Processor

Your 464 becomes a professional standard word processor with
TASWORD 4564, Supplied complete with a comprehensive
manual and a cassette which contains the TASWORD 464
TUTOR to teach you word processing using TASWORD 464,

TASWORD 464 cassette £24.95

I TUTASSSIGNE B T
The Sign Maker for the CPC 6128 and PCW

Produce and print your own signs, banners and large notices
to get your message across with maximum impact. A complete
sign making package including four distinctive lettering
styles and character heights from one inch to the full width
of the paper. Signs may be printed across the paper or along
the length of the paper to produce large eye-catching banners

and notices.

p

TAS-SIGN (dot matrix printers only) disc £29.95

Use the dip coupon below and send for our FREE brochure
describing these and other products for the CPC range.

If you do not want o cut this magirine, simply wTite out your order and post to:
TASMAN SOFTWARE LTD, DEFT AA, SPRINGFIELD HOUSE, HYDE TERRACE, LEEDS L52 9LN

1 enclose a cheque /PO made payeble to Tasman Software Lid OR AA

| charge my ACCESS/VISA number Card expiry date: |
NAME ITEM PRICE £

| ADDRESS £ |

£

| Telephone Access/Visa orders: Leeds (0532) 438301 Em Outside Europe add £2 per item sirmail TOTALE |
| _Please send me a FREE Tasman brochure describing yoor products for the [BM/Amstrad PC O Amstrad PCW O Amstrad CPC O

All prices inclode VAT and post and packing




NEW ENTRIES

1 will prowide help on all aspects of BASIC and
maching code, hacking and breaking protection load-
e, Grmware, multifsces, debug programs and will
WILE Gies 107 YOU O Teguest.

Andrew Price, 48 Lockington Crescent, Dunstabls,
Bas.

Peopals wanted for 16 yr oid. 15 + preffered, mabe or
female. AAYS for salel

Paul Graves, 39 Guilton, Ash, Canterbary, Kent CT3
THL

Anyene got Restan for the 6128 [ could borrow, swap
of by, diele o Lape!

Jamie Hastings, 32 Mlaitland Road, Woodthorpe,
Noats NGS5 40T

Wanted: map of Head Ower Hesls from AA 22, Spall-
bound poke AAZS, Jackle and Wide poke in AA 28
and tha Pyjamarama poke from AAS.

J Gillesple, 16 Birdie Close, Eibworth, Beaochamp,
Leics.

Penpal wanted betweenthe sge of 11 and 14 who
would e to swap games. All letters answered,
Mapnish Tankaria, 67 Mellitus Street, East Acton,
London W12 QAW

Fesling belpful? Please send me your Multiface
pokes. Send sse if you want me o sand you some
- - &
Joa Pearson, 44 Lavina Rd Cosport, Hants PO12
A

Help wanted for Batiman the Caped Crusader - A
Bird i the Hand.

Gavin Wilson, Village Stores, Charch 5t Minster,
Ramsgate, Eent CT12 48X

Help with: Mokiface 2, FD1, DMP2000, DICTronics
Speech ROM, Tasword, AA Stodio, Cherry Paint,
BASIC programming. simple bardwase problems,
customising compaters etc, maling joysticks, most
prmes. Will akso print listings and screans 5p a page,
David Carter, Ruxley House, 28 Mt Hormon Rd,
‘Woldng, Surrey GURZ2 TUH

Software help. Nead help with playing of program-
ming games? Also cheats, and | can seénd you Buy-
ing the best games list. Inclode and sae and 20p per
help (list tree). Money back i not satisfied.

Leé Harbert, 42 Rivermead Road, Rosehill, Osdord
0X4 4UE

Halp! 1.2

et '}::.‘:;

fﬂl'ml_uum&end

R \

snm-tluud.
Cl hons, 18

Pokes, tips, mu.mrm-urrhnﬂ.ﬁﬂnmm
a fanzine. Or anyone who has produced a fanzine
and can help please do so.

Simon Willlams, 24 Chaleot Drive, Hednesaford,
Stafts WS12 45F

Wanted: someone to show me how to use Poke Easy
Flus. 1 can offer belp on loadsagames inchoding Foat-
ball Director (Inf cash). i you're stuck in Div 4 and
petzing nowhane fast send me your saved game tape
and team pame with an sas and you'll pever worry
sgunAlso wanted any penpals (prefer female
don’t really mind) age 14-19 who can show me how
o uee Ouill or GAC. Must like football

Halp! Doss anybody kmow of Lombard RAC Rally for
the 464 , or Grand Prix Clrcuit?
Danisl Bourn, 41 Horsham Ave. Londoa N12 980

| bave need for quite a few type-ins from AAs 1-36.
Anybody who has done & dot of them and is prepared
to spend some time putting them on tape for me
ploase send me your name and address. T will supply
tho cassetes and | have a list of the programs [ want
{mostly fun graphics)

G Comnmolly, 30 Cypress Gardens, Cartromrey,

__- :mnammnmrmrun

Athlone, Co. Westmeath, Ireland.

Codes desperately wanted for: Army Moves, Freddy
Hardest, Game Over and Titanic. Has anyons got &
poie for Eagles Nest? How many levels has Crazy
Cars II got?

A Mack, Bryher Cottage, 86 High Street, Dilton
Marsh, Westbury, Wilts BA1] 4DZ

Lotz and lots of games. Send sae
Sunny Chan, 56 Edward German Drive, Whitchuch,
Shropshire SY13 1TL

Lots of Mukiface and tepe pokes. Also somd maps
Listings printed 100 pét page, send tape (oo disks)
Tape to tape, anything only 25p. Money hack if not
copied Flease mark &l letters AA Hedpline and
anciose an spe.

J Burton, 8 Delahays Drive, Hale, Altrincham,
Chesire WA15 BDP

Owor 200 pokes and meps ncuding 150 multifscs
cheats, Send sae for detafls, also Cybemnoid I
redesigned. Send 20p including biank tape  you
want it already typad in.

J. Bainton, 2 Pickwick Caravan Park, Pickwick,
Corsham, Wiltshirs EN13 0J0O

Elite wantad for the 6128 Will pay a bit. Peapal also
wanted.
Ben = 0732 3531726

Penpal wanted aged 12-14. Issues 1-18 win

BASIC programs written (price on application)
BASIC programs debugged 50p +sae (mopey back if
1 cant do it). Listings 10p a page snd letters in
human readable form printed (tape only).
Careth Payne, Littis Thatch, The Cottges, Fenmy
Bridges, Near Hamilton, Devon EX14 0BJ

Aryone tell mo how to transfer Manic Miner (454
aoly} from tape to disk and to run on 51287 1 have
M/FL Will pay.

David Mitchedl, 5 Fern Way, Jaywick Sands, Clac-
ton on Sea, Essex CO15 208 = (255 430485

Help required ungently on Captain Blood! Can fnd
Izwal, Varex, Ulves, Migrax and pop but nobody elss.
Plaro Serra, Park Croscent, 149 Colwyn road, North-
hampton NN1 3P0

Penpal wanted to swap tape games and share tps
and palees. | have a 464

Nagina Begum. 30 Glebe Street, Walsall, West Mid-
lands WS1 INU




SHOPPER COMP

“Not content with bringing you
the absolutely mega AA Fourth
Birthday competition last
month, we're now giving one
lucky reader the chance to scoop-
up more CPC goodies thanhe or
she can carry! Read on...

magine you'Te in dn.ﬁ.h.:a.nd.ra Fa.iaoe :

London Al arund you. are stands
bulging with mnﬂi:l_ii;‘}.iﬁri'nharais and
other goodies. You're clfsping the handle of a
huge, empty shopping trolley with one hand
and a map of the exhibitors' stands with the
other. Somewhere & volce shouts “GOI", and
suddenly you've got a whole five minutes to
cram that shopping trolley with everything
you've over wanted for your CPC - [real
Sounds like & dream? Well, courtesy of
Amstrad Action and Database, that dream is
about to become a reality for one Jiekyicom-
petition winner ;
The competition coincids With the
Computer Shopper Show, to bé held in the
Gieat Hall Alexandra Palace, lfndon from
Movember 24th-26th. Also fesfuring “The
Wonderful Word of JAmetrad”, the show
‘promises to be the UK%®. largest event for
sAmstrad owners, with over 100 of
the 250 stands seling Amstrad
products.
The hicky winner will make his
or her trolley run half an hour
chefore the show opens (10am on
“November 22nd). We dg know that
vsome of the CPC vorld’s most
illustrious suppliecs will hitve their
wares up and ready for the grab-
bing - the only thing We don't
know is whm “the  trollay
wheels will be able to take the
weight! K i
Just 50 you get the fea, here's
a list of all th@manufacturers tak-

ing part in the competizion:

‘A & S Distribution ® A1
. Computer Supplies ® Amstrad
# B Bytes ® Caspell Computer
Services ® Computer Manuals
® Computer Store @ Database
Software ® Direct Disc
Supplies ® Eclipse Computer

ur trollevs!

Computer.  Services ® Headline
Communications ® Hi Soft @ In Store

“Gourt Supplies ® Margin  Ms

e must be off

o

=

-
o

Megaland @ Minerva
® Rombo Productions & Tynesolt
Westoning -

Marketing ® Kador ® Kempston Data &
Little Office ® MCD Software & MD &
Office Supplies ® Main Media ® Manor - %_mew;
WHAT YOU HAVETO DO —
® Feel up to answering a few really wicky 3  Namest . disgraced Canadian 100m
questions? QK. here goes. .. d-hider Was it
1 Where is Lopdon's Alexandr= Palace? b} John Berison
8} London : - i~ Aldlzon

b).oMBkyo
e) Macclesfield

2 What has four wheels, 2 handle foz push-

ing it with and is made of wira?
a) The Thames Barrier

b) An open-top Skoda

¢} A shopping trolley

Jot down the cormect answers on & post-
Mﬂﬂ.lﬂnﬂl it o Shopper Competition,
Amstrad Action, 4 Queen Street, Bath:BA1
1EJ. Those entries have to be in By Octaber
315780 there's no time to waSte in the.
mesntime, you'd better dig mﬂ;'ﬁl! 3
running shoes and start training. SRS

=

RULES AND CONDITIONS

Each winner wil be houted o obd prédstarmmed
Tubem pot SLand - sithey sofiware of penphemle = bul
Botudl mackifes will 55 He Eade Svalahls.

2 All potries mist teach us by 3168 Octaber 1583,
Tha judges” deszion is (nal snd Mm&mg:_&!n?:‘ "
will be enlamed inio v
4 Empioyess of Pusre Publitiog oo Dwabsssmmnct |
eigitia {1 w0k L
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I E' LE I - Aworldofinformation
¢ atyourfingertips

e S s SEA, M C T A Microtaxt Adaplor tumns your 464 or 6128 into a sophisticated Teletext
4 ¥ ngo [EArKD Pu.... 200 m-w‘-:h:nunga ﬁﬁ Receiver. Giving you access o any of the hundreds of froe from

Sl _L!'_I“ SR . L = il X {ananri oy 4 b !
Go Cruey....... 450  Seomer GRmes. L2060 Ratnhow leland 799 1069 Cwa: of Oracle. As wall as up-to-the-minute news of football results,
St Sparts.. 299  ProPower Sialster ... 260 Rk ... 793 1099 there's the kocal weather or even bargain holfidays. And Teletext caters
Motor Mt ., il Tt Espdrit & 00 "J:IIMd‘.ﬂ W . R e X ] fﬂf m&] mm{mml Hk.g mlﬁml mmim1 or gardg.nlW‘ !'m"ls 1md
perme [ halics e D50 Elack Beard.... A9%  Shate or Dos ... 749 . 10.95% ] -
i‘:‘{mﬁ? : oot 2% m: : . u‘L, Triogyd 916,00 things to do and places %o go in your area plus much much more
A5t 1 - Coama e ... = - L T
“}mh_ljl: n %% el A enophobe.. ; o .12 But unlike a Teletext TV, a Microtext Adaptor allows you do a kol more
1 T ] . D ... 1] e = L o i -
3 |:T5.,.:ﬂm v R Fumw:.“iﬂ‘{.., T 1088 Nevy Moves. ... 799 1299 "":'h the information, you can save a page to d'miir “ﬁs",“e- p%:l'la i
Yo T80 Micropened Soce 10,90 1408 ARes Buurg 7 90 12.98 o L e o L st
A e wen L Micropeose ot . ACT Eit s ! L you u X OiM YOur own programs,
i k e 0B Foid Heal i 700 L 1000 smani] Peziren lurﬂ-'il'i-'li--ﬂﬁ- ' PP
?III;‘" :.--; immer e %mﬁ%; e '?'Eﬁ. ",3";"; :r:u;hﬁl'%mﬁ;;?, 2o providing endless possibilities.

il 3 hi ir [ 181725 .....5. 25 i : :
TTEJEF -A.}:ﬂﬂm_ i }Q-E Jr,;[lﬁuu;; .J::.Ef_ ;q.-u _:.:]_E; ;‘.':.1 _.c;fnulz.;(_-:q;.gr. i .g %‘; ThH?vMIErﬂlr;ﬂ Adaptor fits neatly jbl'l the sxpansion pmh i II1 Et;mﬂﬁ with
Rod PHEs i o 202 Thunder Birds......7.40 .. 10.99 i Schaoodl 3 (-6 7.25.....9 software and s va asy to use. Just connect it with tha lea supplied
O oo AR P o o S g,','.:_:?::.f i to the VIDEQ CrL or AV socket of @ video recorder and change
. i B Hughes ... e ’3::’, mu F‘lﬂ; : Mousa ... -653 g channels with the controls on the video or there's cur own Tuner which
Maall TU399  Phoblo .. 74B 1000 Exiea Exira issa A iea: Sriecially lewguintt i Pouidle: e SRR’ S168 SN EIN
mu-.-L-nth'l_Ll:nul.L tor . BES  Run the Cauntie. .Inﬂ .::; i ::m.u. ] :;g needs, plug in aarial, i tunas itsalf in (I) and channets are selacted from
Never K Story._.. . 499 Operation Woll ...7.40..10.00 v : eyboard i bt & wiorld g

4 Srcess 5r|,l.|.:|.: e T 1OLDD lwnTph-El;F gg your k . Tune into Tele a of informaBion al your fingertips.
Spyllunter . .. . 960 3DPeel . 7491099  Fleel 50 Fdit i ' f
ltw:j 175 esl Chestbumters 7491099  Masterfle Il . 389 A well thought out product that performs admirably.

Tr lbasmed Dy 260 Tine Scanmer 74001099 Dr Deaw V' 100 A% G Amsirad Achon Dec 87
It aned 260 Putssen The Moste 7401100 DrGmphlo . 359

Ay Porball Giva 260 Besch Ville TAD 1199  AfLastPhas ... 265 5 Wicy Adapt with a video i D“ﬁ’
ACE N rH 2 60 EJql,u}rrr:i 7.50 ..12.90 -L;-r::.ku; R A gty tor for use a =

B Sereabator 11 260 : 7501290  Armor C Compdler. 36 99 Adaptor and Tuner just...

Kackatan Il 160 Gasmes Sapmener .. 750 . 1209 Maxsm Bl -t Pr:::ﬂs mduda p-'p & 'h.I'AT
Crazy Cars 260 Corornd Wing T50 ., 1390 mmn?rmwpmg B S

Tirem Bered 260 Larer Souad 750,990 lenkey Crash Courss ... 16599

Dot ek 1, v B0 M L, oo 750 L 100 ol Devpae $0 ... 3699

Fead Runner 260 New Zealsnd Sory . 750 L1080 Msal C Compller .......... 38 599 Instruchons are #I'@'ﬁ"lﬂﬂd 16 transfer soltware to disc. Disce are available for
Rambs ... e 280 TR | £5.00 ext

Please send chequesPO's o

et R

MICROTEXT
Hants POS 8FW
Telephone: (0705) 585694

: A CASPELL COMPUTER = 0202 666155 i
//FIIBBONS

Dept AA 7 Birdlip Close, Horndean,

WE ALSO HAVE

MDHP?HDW“ ﬁ E,
e PSS (o241 D DISKS
Brother HA15/25/40 e "EGE B
g and a Technical

D Library of
: 1500 BOOKS!
§ Please enguire/
B [FREE SUPPLIE
D | CATALOGUE
5 24-p
8 | FULL 3
b 50p
g i k. st | GRecTRVOS!
b [ PAPER

i AN pricas Do .I"MMM kAar
= Al &7 Fabwic Nydor oF Mstike Fam, « PRP LD 50

Fhaasa choose! 11/9.5 60gsm Listing .. . E6.45
{Fabrics offar i i and' rmay be Lo 'I'Iﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂim“ﬂﬂpﬂf .ET.05
with Mibsbor Ralrashl) o or or nm:.q.-sgunl,mm ,...m.ﬂ
Ad size TOgsm Microper ... £9.70
PRICE STEH#CTUHE Ad alra B5gsm Lofter Oual ... ... £10.95
A £206 E575 £1205  peoZpatNOR. .o 81840
B £305 £745 E16.95  Upion PotanOrenason — £13.95
Gt L oL e T s etsioan e CASPELL COMPUTER SERVICES
D £495 £895 £19.95 O Address Labels O Degt AL, FREEPOST, Pooks Dcrest BHIS 188
E _£5.95 £10.96 £24.95 Tel: 0202 666155 or 0202 35650 (2e-nr)
Prices Include VAT & post 3.5/1.5, 1- or 2- across TRADE EMOUSRES § LOCAL AUTHCRITY OAOERS WELCOMED

At wvpires LY P, B | Poces Dol 964019 408

£3.75 per 1000 (+s250 ram




GALLERY

@& Holy winner, Batman! David Ware ol
Fargham seleciod Advanced Arf Studio from
his utility bell to draw this brilliani cartoon ol
evorybody's lavourite caped crusader.

B 5 e |||Il--.:1|-||" ':ul. f
® Thia eleatrilyingpiceie ],w*;l C.Funder af
Donsaater ahows just oW g@lactive Mode 1 can be.
IR

W\

& Every month Amstrad Actions Technical
Editor is given a cheque for £20. Why? Because
of his many hours of sterling service, unpaid
overtimae, seifless devotion to duty etc?

Well no, He has to give it away actually (ho
ho) - probably to vou, That's right. All you graat
CPC artists out there stand to win yourselves

£20 and the etermnal glory of having your pic-
tures printod in AA

S0 send thoss piccies in, together with
some briefl notes on the paint package and any
special techniques you usad

(Don’t forget onclose an SAE il you want
your disk back.)

24 AMSTRAD ACTION

@ This creepy allen tnce belongs bo Aubrey
Berwhck of Lias,

® An excellent reproduction of the lamous Hormel
spacocrall drawn on Advanced Arl Studio by
Aubray Borwick,

Pat McDonald's The Look is taking a
breather this month, but AA's pixel pro-
fessor will be back next time round
with the next installment of his graph-
ics extravaganza. In the meantime,
keep sending in those pictures to:

Adam Waring,
AA Gallery
Future Publishing
4 Queen St
Bath BA1 1EJ

® Thase two cool dudes from Forgotien Worlds
have been caplured by the brush ol Gralnges Olill, a
cool duda from Corby,




800K STORAGE CAPACITY
This quality drive is |J_-|| i" and, when usad Rodos (ROM),
Romdos (ROM) or Ramdos of files without
fipping the disc. it k 1 ower supply and cables are
ded. Please state /
upplied with Rodos, p
supplied with Romdos,
1 supphed with Ramdos, p

The amazing
ROMBOARD XTRA

including
6128 UPGRADE SOCKET

FEATURES

plus -

pius . fouah oo i urthes eapansions
ALL THIS FOR JUST €20
6128 ROM £19.50 64K RAM PACK £49.95

THIRD DRIVE 5WITGHIHG ﬂﬂBLE
Cannect bo any combination of 5.25°, 3.5 or 3
ONLY £8. 50

{Please state makes of drives i known)

MICROSTYLE
DEPT AA, 212 Dudley Hill Road, Bradford BD2 3DF
Tel: 0274 636652

IH.L'I'I.'G MATHS Ilr 4-'B|

nmm m-ms age 12- 1c|
i PC
i Acion aducalional Sunaay
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WORD PROCESSING

or, How I Learned to Stop
Worrying and Love [Ctrl]-[Y].
PETER CERESOLE begins a
major three part series on cus-
tomising Protext.

ames are boring. The only good game

ever written for a computer was 3D

Moaster Maze on the ZX-81. That one
made you sweat with [ear The others are
only fun for their programmers. Bul printer
drivers = now there’s red meat! Macros! Hex
dumps at midnight! And the sense of triumph
as the damn thing finally goes nght.

I've had more fun with Profext than with
any other hundred quid’s worth. I'd better get
this clear: I'm talking about
Protext, FPromerge and
Utopia on ROM. They func-
ton seamlessly together
excepd for a few spame
BASIC functions in [topia
The fun comes in making it
do just what you want. This
isn't macho stulf, mixing it
with the undocumented
opcodes of the Z B0, Rambo
with an o This s Wimp
Programming, by and for
wimps. There must be lots
of us out there. And it starts
the way | did - gently,

Startup

The first thing i= that, even {f you have
Protoxt on ROM, which s the best place to
have it, that's just the plain vanilia version. It
may be better than any other CPC program in
the Enown Universe. Dammit, it is better. But
it's not your very own.

The essence of fun (and practicality too) is
to write a program of your own in BASIC
{ugh!) that sets Protext up just the way you
want it.

Call it "disk™ a8 you
would any start-up program.
Then, H you have the right
ROM on board, you just
bung in the dizk and go
CTRL/ENTER. Disk runs
And this s how it goes {and
il anything isn't dead obwi-
ous straight away, it's worth
having a look with the man-
ual open and the CPBC
switched on.) Well be build-
ing up a feidy lengthy
Protext ROM loader in this
and in the two instalments
10 come.

Al first there was just Profext, and there
are plenty of hitte things you can do with the
bare program. The frst thing is to sand the
main printer ocootrol codes with single
keystrokes. | never use the keypad as such, so
all the function keys are fixed (see fig 1.1).

The bit of “disk™ thet does this is very
simple (Ctrl-X=CHRES$(24)):

16 KEY 0, CHRS(24)+°q

18 FKEY 1, CHRS(24)+"a"

20 KEY 2, CHRS(24)+"D"

22 KEY 3, CHRS(24)+"n"

24 EEXY 4, CHRJ(24)+ ="

26 KEY 5, CHRS(24)+"n”

28 FEY 6, CHRS(24)+°t~

30 KEY 7, CER§{24) 4747

12 KEY 8, CERS(24)+"c”

34 KEY 9, CHRS(24)+"1"+cheh (24)+"c~

(double width and haight) .
The sky's the limit - the

shifted and Control states ane all

available. You can control as

many codes as you care to put

into your ponter driver, for

example o get accents the way

you want 1o,

I sherl print zis ernly

warnce

I need to do occasional French
accents (f you sese what 1
meanl), but [ hate having to
remnembes the
wedrd key substitutions when
you type “French" so | built
them into the printer driver. Ctl-
& + “d° s acute, placed alter the
latier and sending (8+389) to the
printer, which is backspace plus
the accent. Similarly Col-X + "x°
= circomflex, sending (B+94),
and grave is Cul-X + “g”, (B+96).
With some daisywheels, these
codes are the only way to get
accents printed.

When [ had a Juki 6000, I
built accents oo
the top threa func-
tion keys, {7, f§ and 9. And then
there are simple pleasures, lke
>oc 276561527831
>5m 9
>oc 276561527631
This is really a peinter trick, but
Protext makes it 50 easy 1o mess
about with printer codes that you
experiment a lot. It works on any
Epson compatible, and just sets
the printer to hall Hne spacing,
then condensed print and sub-
scripts. To get out of this mode,
you can reset the printer, for

Pl-a-iring with Protext

example, with:

oo 27 B,

oo 28 64

»am 5

>oc 27 120 1

(See Fig 1.2)

But it may even (gasp) have an application..

How to get a cAT in a disk box
Somebody wanted to print a CAT that could
fit into a disk box. I thought "Aha!"™ and even
"Gotchal” Into Tiny Print, and then a charac-
ter dump (using & routine called PRINTON
from Utopia) of the onsereen *CAT® will... not
quiite fit into a box. Ah

This was a bit of a blow. Putting the print-
er into Elite made for a (tight) fit. But it was
all terribly small Time passed And then |
remembered mode 1. Mode 1 CATs in two
columns, the rght shape for a disk box So
this is how you put & CAT in & box:
Set Tiny Print (as above)
Print the file.
Mode 1
| PRINTON CAT
<<Disc box CAT>>
(See Fig 1.3.)
And that's it - perfect designer fit. The only
reason that the blindingly cbvious took me so
long was that I always think of Mode 1 as
being Ladybird Book Three, so 1 forget i
exists. Mode 0 is Janet and John James
Joyee's [lysses, though, was
diflnitaly writien in moda 2.

PROSPELL Thar.:s more simple stuff

that somehow makes life
more fulfilling, The last line
ol my Protext BASIC loader
INE 1,0:INKE 0,26:B0OR-
DER26: |P,"opt 24™: |P."pr
nec™:|P
The first part proves that I
am a Serious User It pro-
duces black writing on a
green scresn, which gives
higher apparent definition. This 18 bacause
the eye can sasily resolve the line structure of
green letters on black, which is boring. But
the hiack letters have no line suucture,
they're biack all the way through Away from
the centre spot, the eye has much lower reso-
lution, and sees the screen as a smooth green
field. Bingo - higher res! Anyway, who writes
in white on black except for school teachers
and negative thinkers? The next bit suppress-
es the ruler (pretter) and switches off right-
justify {ugh). Then it loads the printer driver
and finally calls Protaxi.

Anyway, this was kid's stufl, fingerpaint-
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ing by numbera. With Promerge all kinds of
nice things become possible. It started after |
read an article about customising Frotext, and
[ realispd that | could change some of the
things that irritated me, like the fact that the
only new ruler you can call up is the default,
which is a drag. The legendary David Fostar,
who wrote the article, gave a sequence of
oodag to call down a line that has been stored
above the top ruler of the document.

Full of Inspiration, [ wrote mysell a
sequence to copy whatever line the cursor is
ar, to that position above the first miler ling,
This means | can make up a ruler line, get it
booking rght, and then pop it up there, and
recall it with David's code. This is a macro
[nice to know that) and the numbers are all in
the manual, on page 51 in my copy.

Hera first is the macro, to store any lne
now at the cursor position, up above the top
ruler line, This assumes thare are no markers
got. | assigned it to Cul-f0. The line in the
Basic loader goes:
CHR$(251)+CHR%(233)+CHR${250)+CHR$(23
3)+CHRS(0)+"9" +CHRS{ZT)+
CHR${237)+CHR$(234) +CHRS(11)+CHRS(0)+*
9*+CHRS{16}+CHRS{238)

What is happening is this:

[Ctrl-right, go to right end of line] [Shift-
copy. set a marker] [Ctrl-laft, go to other end
of line] [Shift-copyl [Girl-@, put in a place
marker, call it 9 in case there are others in
use] [Ctrl-[, up to the top] [Ctrl-I, make a
spare line] [Ctrl-Copy, copy the line up
there] [Ctrl-K, get rid of the markers| [Ctrl-&
gota place marker 8] [Clr, clear the place
marker| [Ctrl-return, down to the start of the
next line].

Mow for David's retrioval code. It assumes
you are at the left end of a blank line to start
with. I assigned it to Ctrl-R, which is normally
sl to copy the last ruler = which has proved
to be of little use to me.
CHRE(11)+CHR$(0)+"9" + CHR$(27)+ CHRE(23
3+ CHRS(251)+CHRS(233)+CHRS(0) +
“9" +CHRS(16)+CHRS(234)+ CHRS(11)+ CHRS(
236)

[Cirl-E, kill any markers] [Ctrl-@, put in
place marker 8] [Ctrl-[] [Shift-Copy] [Ctrl-
right] [Shift-Copy] [Ctrl-&, goto place mark-
er 9] [Clr] [Ctal-Copy] |Ctrl-K] [Clrl-return].
David also suggested a save and continue
macro. Small but perfectly coded:

CHR$(252)+"s" +CHRS$(13)+CHRS(13)
+CHR$(252)

Letter writer
A 1ot of the trouble in writing these things is
in the clear-up, to leave things neatly the way
they ware, This was certainly true for the
biggest macro, the one T use the most, and
the one that was most fun to writa

Picture the scens: a latter 1o an Important
Contact, their name on the top left of the doc-
ument, yours {mine) cn the top right. At the
end of a long session oooking up just the right
amoant of flattery, tremendous care taken not
to actually lie (or to split any infinitives) you
spell-check (*Crikey, did I really type that?”)

[ e E ) Bt f———— .

n:;ﬂ sphids with pons cocked, missiles prined and 2 wicked wia m

'ﬁ;‘ﬂ"
[T rﬂ‘

powr [

and print.

And then... what about the enwvelopa?
This is a touchy former dictator you're writing
to. The postcode is endiess. More stuff to
type. Wouldn't it be nice if the address could
be winkled cut and set up in the sacond file,
with all the margins just right for the enve-
lope? Well... here it comes|

onmand Soeeary
HELP
SAVER

—p

-l :lu-qg b ol

-k

S853

5

8 elear scremm
o enber odit mode

Actually, it needs a little organising. Al
my letters have a standard format for As,
which is of course on my Protext utilities dizk
ag a file called (ahal) “A4”™ - see Fig 1.4.

If | want another format baelow, [ just put
in another muer. This code exiracis the
address. It assumes the second file is empy. I
assign it to Ctrl-f8, replacing the Utopia call o

Maxam
chr$(7)+"11" +chr${13) +chr${228)+ CHRS{233)
+CHR$(T)+"4"+CHRS({13)+
CHRS(233)+CHRS(219)+CHRS{ 25}« CHRS(21 )+
CHRS$(237)+">pl 10" +CHRS{13}+ “>tm
0°+CHRS$(13)+">sm

207 +chr$§{25)+chr${219)+chr${11) +chr${25)+
CHRES(252).

bring beld o
w"lh
. réscoe of

sl Lkt g™

The action goes like this:

[Ctrl-G, goto line 11] [Return] [Shift-Tab,
move to Tab] [Shift-Copy, put in a marker]
[Ctrl-G; goto line 4, Ret] [Shift-Copy] [Ctzl-B,
block mode on] [Ctrl-Y, goto the second file]
[Ctrl-U, copy the block after you| [Cuzl-1,
make a spare line] [page length 10, return,
top margin 0, return, side margin 20] [Ctrl-Y]
[ Cexl-B, block mode off] [Ctrl-K, cancel
markers] |Ctrl-Y] [Esc]

At the end you find yoursel! sitting in
command mode in the second file, and
eithar tha address 12 ready for printing,
or maybe a coupla of spam lines at the
bottom have come acToss because the
address is shorter than the maximum In
this case some quick, mindless deletions
fixes evarything. The original file is
tinsullied

Obviously, you change the margins to
sult your prntér and your envelopes. |
really nse that macro a lot, both at home
and at work on a PCW 9512 (never
hoard of it - ed.). The CF/M mactos are a
littla differant, but the principle {and the
numbers) are much the same,

One thing more: il you have lots of
mactos stored you need to increase the
space available, The Utopia command
|ToxENs, 250 enlarges the buffer to
cope with everything | have thrown at it
50 far. @

]
Fun's cool
There's absolutely no deep virtue in any of this
stut. You don'l need any of it to use Prolaxt
etfectively, and it takes quile a ot of time 1o set
up and debug, one way and another. But
what's time for? Having fun. And what's it like
fiddling with these mini-programs? Fun. 5o
enjoy.

@ Next month Peter Ceresole wresthes with his
printer, and shows bow to tumn the CPC into a
proper machine for £20 (honest!).
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Stand up for Tasw

Poor old Tasword tends to get
left out of things somewhat -
unfairly, argues TOM OSMOND,
who begins a two part series
showing just what Tasman's
baby can do.

praise such an “ancienl® piece of soft-

ware which critics are always so ready
to slam into second place? A word processor
should be simple yet effective, bearing in
mind the Imitations of the macihune It s writ-
ten for. After the program is customised
Tasword enables me to go straight to the
business of writing, and so completes its pri-
mary function.

Itz ease of use means | no longer have to
concern myself with learning endless chunks
of the user manual, and after only a couple of
weeks the few command functions which are
essential become second nature. it might be
argued that, precisely becsuse so much of
Tasword's beauty and user-friendliness only
becomes apparent when you've spent so long
using it that you've forgotten it ever seemead
difficult to use.

S o why should anyone bother to reap-

This iz what [ like best about Taword
§128, that message at the bottom of the
screen telling me I have 65276 characters
free — a lot of space, you might feel, buot so
many of my files are in excess of 40K that |
like to kmow the whole thing can be held in
memiory at one time for me to play about
with. And besides, what's the use of having
an additional memory bank in the computer i
it's not going to be used?

With only 12 options to choose from this
Menu looks like the most paltry selection
ever, but believe me, nothing could be further
from the truth. Press “C™ (and RETURN) to
customise the program and we can make a
gtart to personalize this baby to our own
requirements.

Keep pressing the RETURM key until the
Change Frogram option appears and then
press “Y" in response. Select & pen colour (I
use 18), 2nd colour (2), paper colour (0}, bor-
der 1 (0), bordar 2 (2), corsor (4 for a square,
95 for underline), cursor type (0), left margin
(10, dight mangin (70).

EKeep data merge, file print and Enter in
the default mode for the present merely by
pressing [RETURN]. Suppress screen rejustifi-
cation (Y], right to left {N), unlock Help (N).

Tasmania! 1984 and all that

Particularly nauseating

If you haven't yet bought a copy then sit back
and leam why you should do: otherwise type
rw~T and let's take another look at this word
processor. (What! You hawven't been following
the hints and tips columns and still use long
filename=? Shame an youl).

The opening scréen (on a colour monitor,
that is) is particularly nauseating with its 80
columns of pale blue text Press [CTRL}+[Z].
this clears away that unnecessary option to
have part of the Help page on-screen and
leaves us with . a blank page. Unless you've
already mastered Tasword's manual this is
useless 50 jump to the main Menu
[CTRL}+{small ENTER].

Particularly nauseating

This completes the first part and retums you
to the main menu - all pretty painless! Select
“R" from the Menu to refum to the text
scTeen amd, wonder of wonders, a blank pagel
But if you type a few words you will notice
the fruits of your labours. Return to the main
Menu with [CTRLI+[ENTER] and seslect
option “C" again - we haven't quite finished
the setting up process yet.

Select the first option to define the Page
Layout. The number of lines required per
page obviously depends upon your own
requirements, but for letlers and notes I use
56 lines. Header, from page number to top of
page (2 lines), from header to text (3), from
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® Tasword in action.

bottom of text to footnate (3), from footar to
bottom page number, # used (2), carriage
return (13), lnefeed (10), form-feed (12) -
although check with your manual for these
last three if you use other than Epsom com-
patibie.

It i wital to program the required number
of lines per page, and use of the paging facili-
ty when entering text [CTRL]+{P] will enable
FOU 10 see page breaks on-screen. For
manuscripts | use 26 lines 1o a page since
these have to be double-spaced (an option [
select from the printing menu, but more of
that Jater), with top of page tw header (4),

e R TR

header to text [3), text to footer
{3}, footer to bottom of page (2).

What's the point of all this?
I'll admit it takes a fow minutes
and a bit of experimentation to
key in these features, but there
is only a need to do it once. (I
shall refrain from naming the
reviewer who indicated that all
such changes had to be keyed in
each and every time Tasword
was LOADed! And there I was
thinking that all copies of
Tasword came complete with a
mamnualt).

How come? Retum to the
main Menu and press “T" to
SAVE your personal version
Now each time you LOAD the
program from your own disk you
are presented with all the fea-
tures you need, with no need to
change a thing. I have numencus
versions ranging from letters to
be printed in a standard font, let-
ters in elite to double-spaced
manuscript. | have only to select
the appropriate disk and can
start work. Surely nothing could
be more user-friendly?

One plus faclor oo
Tasword 6128 is the use of the
monitor as a “window".
Although only 80 columns of te
can be displayed at any one
time, the program is able to
extend the right margin to 128
columns (f needed) and the
entire screen scrolls as you type
up to this extended margin sot-
ting. Ideal for spreadsheets and
other such applications, provid-
ed your printer can take paper of
such a width.

Entering text is as effort-
lesz as you would expect. Tab
sottings can be included as and
when necessary (the defaull set-
tngs being at every tenth col-
umn), or can be established
before saving your own cus-
tomised version of the program.

Marely press
[SHIFT]+|TAB] 10 create an addi-
tional tab stop at the cursor posi-
ticn, or [CTRL]+[TAB| o clear
unwanted tabs. Because I often use embed-
ded printer control characters (more about
this when we get to printing text) [ prefer to
keep my letterheads stored as a disc file,

However, Tasword 6128 has a "notepad”
facility whereby such items as addresses can
be stored in memory and brought down into
the text window as required at the touch of
two keys [CTRLI+{COPY] Frequently used
words or phrases can even be incorporated
into the Basic loader program by using a com-
bination of CHR$(13) and SPACES(n), such as:
20 KEY 0,CHRS(13)+SPACES(36)+" AMSTRAD
ACTION™+CHRS{13)+ SPACES(37)+"Future

Publishing
Limited”+CHRS$({13)+5PACES{38)+ “BATH"
With a press of [CTRL}+[0] {cn the numernc
pad) the above is printed into your text from
the cursor position.

To SAVE a text file is completely effort-
lezs. By returning to the mam Menu and
pressing *S” a CATalogue is made of the disk
together with a prompt for a flename. And
that's it! LOADing back is a similar process:
this time select “L" from the Menu and
choose the file from the catalogued disk.

And what of the program’s speed? Even
AA tells us that text is reformatted one word
at a time, but did you notice the suppress
screen rejustification option above? Answer
"¥™ to this question and text is reformatted in
seconds on the 6128 format.

To test this (unsclentific, but it will serve
as an example] I loaded a 30K text file, select-
od a paragraph (139 words) from the centre,
completely reorganised the position of every
line on-screen, pressed [CTRL]+(J] to rejustify
the paragraph and the whole operation took a
painless two seconds by my watchl 5o, if you
don't suppress screen rejustification you too
can sit for ever watching words roam about
the screen with a life of their own.

Nor is the program unnecessarily slow in
other respects. It takes seven seconds to go
from top to bottom of & 30K file, and the sama
to retum to the main Menu. Other programs
may claim a faster speed, but with all this
simplicity at your fingertips why grumble
over a few measly seconds? Frinting to the
screen produces equally satisfying results. 1
touch-1ype in excess of 50 wonds per minute,
and even with a huge text fle installed
Tasword still keeps up with me.

That's all for this month. Experiment with
your own program and dont forget to save
thoge versions of Tasword you are likely (o
use most frequently (of course they have to be
on different disks!). @

Call me old-fashioned

Whether a company is large or small its cus-
tomer support is always importanl. n the two
years since | began using Tasword 6128 - and
using it for professional applications - | have
had no complaints.
Admittedly, | did have teething problems
but one telephone call lo Tasman and |
recelved a personal reply in the post the fol-
lowing day! Tasman assure me that queries
are resolved promptly (immediatety, if human-
Iy possible) and problems would ateays be
resolved to the customer’s satistaction.
Personal service, now that must count for
something these days!

® Next month Tom Osmond takes a look at the

basic processing functions of Taswonrd and bow

to make that vital move from words an-screen 10
text on paper via the print option.
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The RAM Music Machine is probably the most exciting

music add-on svallable for any computar.
It's & full sonnd sampling Fystem The Ram Muslc Machine supports
allowing asy sound to be recorded fuall MIDT ln, MIDT Out & MIDI Thra.
digitally into computer RAM. Oncs 'mem-nu
Headphones. Comes

Ty, stored the sound can be replayed complete
PARERRS T8 &1 different pitches with many with Microphone.
varying effects. Use a full slee MIDI 101
. 'H'lﬂﬂhmlmﬂ 'pl-rﬂ-ltﬂeltuhwlm

delay lae. Sounds produced by the Music
Various sampled soands are Machine can be mived with s MIDI
previded (o get you golog. Syntheslsers owa sounds.
The Music Machine can be nsed us 'mmhmdmmun
& drem machine - elght drum produce MIDI dats from your own
sounds are provided, bal you can compositions.
The powerinl software sliows you much in one wnit - it's e total

¥ — =a wolutioa
MICROPHONE AND o ONLY £49.99 (Cassette)
HEADPHONES! :

UNBEATABLE VALUE PACK - THE YAMAHA SHS 10 FM
MIDI COMPATIBLE SHOULDER SYNTHESISER,THE RAM
MUSIC MACHINE PLUS FREE MIDI CABLES TO CONNECT
EVERYTHING TO YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM

LIGHTPEN/GRAPHICS SYSTEM SYNTHESISER KEYBOARD 1 A et e st Sats it s
range of effects on screen. canstie] '“Mhm
¥ oy s resingn me  ONLY £14.99 P 2 ey e
a5d curves. CASSETTE 25 buit 1n tastrument 424 hythm ¥ wo moRE TO BUTH
Vit maani T 98,5840 nou. ;: - FOR ONLY
s NOTHING TO LOAD -
'mw-‘. 404 or 6120 (Plaass stats which) 1wmm £99.99

SPEECH SYNTHESISER & = NO MORE TO BUY:!
STEREO SOUND BOOSTER

tOW. | A S

PRICE

Y tNow you can sdd & saperd top not only this vest disk capachty but ale

quality 3.5" drive to your CPC over 50 pew bar commands plus &
Ametrad. #mm.“t.
f BOOK of data storage on diaks that  {J Easlly fitted - full lnstructions.
cout bess than £1.00. .
W %o ooed to Oip disks. [ 284 cwness must stready bave st |
W 3.5 disks sro fast brcoming | e S
R gre s i ONLY £29.99 e W Drive and RODOS including
internal sound outpet. 484 or 61328 (Plsass stats which) RODOS operating system. giving PSU/Cables



MORE
MEMORY
POWER

Tmmﬂuhmmmhuut W 64K unit brings 464 up to CPC 6126 memary
XA eIy configuration making & much larger sofrware bhase

frmmmnnmhmmh mmmﬁmm ONLY £49l99
the programmer or for aso s & dats stoTage area. Art Stpdio - pee Ad ]

W The software also features some extrs BASIC W tdest for use with the CPM 2.3 stc. 64K FOR 464

b fiordpmbe bl o, Sl b oo onny £99.99

256K FOR 464 OR
THE TOTAL SOLUTION TO YOUR | 2K R e o e)

MEMORY EXPANSION NEEDS!!

PCW B256/8512
JOYSTICK + INTERFACE

W Now you can hive trus Jayetick
contral for gaumes on your PCW.

W Connects to FCW Expansion Port-

W' Quickshot I has trigger and top
Fire Butions pluls Buction Cap
Base,

W Buperb control for large range of
fumes (Tomohewhk etc.)

Only £19.99

[FALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS

HOW TO ORDER

T This is the fastest storage system Programs cun be
avalisble for the Amatrad CPC 'mmmmw

= and is patible with Diak for increased speed.

CPM 2.2, CPM+ and all DETrondes v ﬂn&mhm!ﬂl"l:qthl-‘m BY PHONE BY PGST

peripherals. oad] and can be used in two modes Bﬂ I o 0?3'21"4429‘2

The 2516K SiHicon Diak bs deslgned + Basic under AMDOS with normal S E R s

to be used In conjunstion with st LOAD, SAVE CAT MERGE 0782 744707 Send :h.-qm.fm.m.d.. UK ORDERS POST FREE

least one normal THak Drive commands etc. and withis CPM 2.2 Zdhr Credit payable ta EUROPE ADD £1

attached to the system. CPM+ where commercial programs Card Lias “Datel Electronica” OVERSEAS ADD £3
V' Whea the 2516K Silicon Disk s are designed to ren on multi-drive

fitted only ZK is used for the systems. muﬁmmn:;mummntmgm

Silicon Disk directory, leaving ﬂHLY £1 2-9_99 SUBJECT CHANGE WITHOUT NOT?

284K for storage - that's TOK more
than & normal Disk Drive, 454 or 5138 [Please state which|

W Tws your Amstrad Monitor into &
full feature TV sef with our TV

'mmhuhnﬁm
cryvial clear reception on all
chammels

" Builk:in speaker.
W Ou/OH volume controls.
W bBrightness and colour controls.

W Channel selector. DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by telephone prior (o visil.

W Attractively styled to mated your GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND.
W Wity mot vealise the full potential SALES ONLY TECHNICAL ONLY
of you monitor? 07832 744707 O7TB2 744324

ONLY £69.99



SECOND DRIVE
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Is MGT's Lifetime Drive the
answer to your storage needs?
ADAM WARING gazes into his
crystal ball.

£129.95 [+ £18.50 for cable)
Miles Gordon Technology # 0792
791100

A second drive that can be confiqured to work
with just about any current micro, and one
which uses 36-inch disks into the bargain
gouncs great. These disks are cheap, more
righd than B.26-inch disks, and offer grester
gtomage than 3-ineh versions, Henca Miles
Gordon Technology's Lifetime Drive - an 800K
capacity drive which can be upgraded to any
computer simply via the use of a different
cable

|
Not content with gtvjngwuthemmwi
moview, we'ne giving away an MGT Lifetime |
Drive. Thanks to MOT and Amstrad Action, |
some lucky reader out thore i going to be set \
|
|
|

up for life...
All you have to do is answer the following
three simple questions,
1. Which of the following animals has the
longest lile expectancy?
a) The Exploding Patagonian Bole-Weavil
b} A hedgehog crossing a motorway
g} The glant turtle
2. A 15inch disk has the squivalent storage
capacity of how many 3-inch CPC disks?
a) 03
B v20.24 x [
€ 45
3. Whene does the word “disk™ come from?
#) The back of a Rice Krisples packet
b} The Welsh Language Society
¢} Ancient Greek
Answers on a postcard please, and address
them to Lifetime Drive Competition, Amstrad
Acton, 4 Queen Street, Bath BA1 1E).

The cable plugs directly into the drive B
socket on the AE46128 and the drive, a Citizen
mechanism epcased in a compact, Tobust steal
shell, can be used straight away - but only as a
single sided 178K drive. To use it to its full
capabilities, you will need a special disk oper-
ating system, such as Ramdos by KDS

88 amsTRAD ACTION

With the right software the drive will for-
mal 3.5-inch disks to 796K - over four times as
much as a standard 3-inch CPC drive. Couple
this with an average disk price of about £1,
and it's clear you're going to save a Jot of cash.

Standard CPM copying utilities work fine
and programs transfer without problems.
Protext works equally well, and multifaced
software can be saved and run indirectly by
snapshotting to drive A and copying the file
RETOSS

The drive i slightly nolsy In usa, but not 80
bad that you can't live with it. More daunting
perhaps is the drive’s price. In addition to the
beast itself you need a CPC cable — another
£18.50. Add to this the price of a disk operating
system {up to £30) and the whole kaboodle is

e e L Bt L, S0 P e R e, S —

nearing the £180 mark,

Against this, though, the Lifetime Drive's
compatability with several different computers
goes a long way towards justifying the £60-odd
price differential between the MOT drive and
its CPC-only competitors. If you decided to sell
your CPC (Heaven forbidl) and buy an Amiga,
you would only have to fork out another £18.50
for the new cabla to give your new machine fts
own second drive,

MNevertheless, the price may still put some
buyers off. Now if MGT was to bundle a disk
operating systom and cut the price to the level
of its competitors, the drive would becoma the
CPC add-on,

As it stands, howewver, you'll just have to
gave those pennies and dream.., @

Supplier 800K Drive
with cable

MGT £148.45

Siren Software NA

Datel NA

Microstyle £89.95

@ Ramdos £23.95, Romdos £27.95 & KDS (04853 2076)
#® Rodos £29.95 ® Romantic Robot (01 200 8870)

with with with
Ramdos Romdos Rodos
HA MHA HA
C109.95 £119.95 £118.95
HA HA £119.95
£114.90 £124.90 £119.90

GOOD NEWS
B 800K of storage per disk.
B Disks cost less than £1.
B Compatible with most other com-
puters.

BAD NEWS
B Expensive.
B Won't work with 464s.

B Extra software neaded for full
[VE.T L
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THE ULTIMATE
GRAPHICS
PACKAGE...

SPECIAL
OFFER

PACK!
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COMPLETE
WITH

Ql iusY/Touse
¥ Genius Mouse is a high resolution two button
mouse featuring optical counting, teflon guides,

microswitches, rubber coated ball and high
quality interface.

¥ When combined with OCP Advanced Art Studio this graphics package is
quite simply the best system available. The features are unmatched...

Create an Image - shrink if, expand Pixel sdit, font editor, fip, lnvert,
‘ H, meve It, rotate it. copy It ' ‘ rotata, solld or textured Ml and

ealour It ele., abo. profrsslonal manual make

i Advanced Art Stodio simply the
'lllltlﬂll.ﬂ-itnlml:n.l -

manipulste shupes.
‘I_hmlﬂduuﬂlnﬂﬂm_ ‘

TAPE OR DISK FOR 454 OR 6128
[PLEASE STATE WHICH REGUIRED]
| WLB. 464 NEEDS DK’ 54K RAM PACK

Pulldown /leon driven menus for

case of use,

' Mouss operstion, plus joystiok and
control.

18 pena, § sprays, 18 broabes - 3o
fexibls anyone can crbale superh
graphics casily.

Full cut and pasie fecibities plas
excellent printer suppart.

- COMPLETE WITH
MOUSE INTERFACE

ADVANCED

ART STUDIO

ONLY

£49.99

TOTAL PACKAGE
INCLUDES MOUSE,
INTERFACE, ADVANCED
ART STUDIO, MOUSE
MAT AND HOLDER

FREE!

MOUSE MAT AND
MOUSE HOLDER
[WORTH £12.99)
WITH EACH PACKAGE

OMLY WHILE STOCKS LAST

5 NORMALLY FA A7] N 48
HOW TO ORDER ...
ATOTAL BY PHONE BY POST FAX
B = 0782 744202
SAVE OVER
GRAPHICS PACKAGE v 0782 744707 | gend choques/POs made | UK ORDERS POST FREE
£25‘ SRr Cradit payabie to EURDPE ADD £1
HO OTHER GRAPHICS PACKAGE CAN OFFER Card Line “Datel Electronles” OVEREEAS ADD £3

50 MUCH AT SUCH A
’ OCP ADVANCED ART STUDIO ALONE NORMALLY

FRICES AND SFECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF FRESS
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

RETAILE FOR £25.00. THE MOUSE SYSTEM HAS A
HORMAL PRICE OF C30.99. NOW YOU CAM BUY BOTH

CALLERS WELCOME - Flrast seserre goods by telephone prior to viskt.

FOR OMLY L4909 AMD QET A MOUSE MAT AND HOLDER
{werth C12.90) ABSOLUTELY FREE,

' WE HAVE LIMITED HUMBERS OF THESE PACKS . 50 BUY HOWI

WHAT THE MAGAZINES HAD TO SAY...

AMTIX
"CLASSIC"

AMSTRAD

i COMPUTER USER

DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND.

"PICK OF THE
WEEK"

SALES ONLY
0782 744707

"BEST UTILITY OF
THE YEAR"®

TECHNICAL ONLY

0782 744324




MLIC SPECIAL:
Camer Comamand
RRP17.99 OURS11.95
OFFER ENDS 315t OCTOBER

CPM BASED

ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POSTAGE & PACKING IN THE UK.
THE ABOVE SOFTWARE IS ONLY FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC RANGE

ACCESSORIES

At last it is possible to get colour screen
dumngs from a 6128

COLOUR DUMP 2 is svailable exclusiely
from MULC Supplies and will fzke 2 standard
screen fie from rt Studio or
created with AN Art, it ouk in ful
codour on a Star LC10 printer. You
choose which colours on paper, represent

495 B.00._1R.00
e S V100~

AR prinders Fsled have 8 e inch (Ad) car
riage, ane Epson compatitls, and e
Triction and fracior leed macianisms for

contimuous or single sheel paper. Al
prices inclods Hhe neceSsary cabiy

CITIZEN 120-D
Chaap Epson FX-B0 compatitls givng 4

DOKS JALE
mge of Wat soes and effects in drafl Moce.
LLimited sipes and effects in NLO
ROM BASED




ADAM WARING sifts through four pages of problematical prose

Sy

®Disappearing act
Heip me pleasel [ typed in & program from a
previous issue about altering fie status in
BASIC (JiAAJg25). Unfortunately, | missed outa
vital line, which resuited in all my fles disa-
pearing from the disk. In complete despair [ got
ot my disk editor and found my programs, but
I could not joad them back in, How do [ get
them back?

Stewart Hector,South Molton

Your disk editor should have an un-grase file
option, most do. This next letter should be of
help...

®Data retrieval

I have discovered a handy routine that will
retrieve lost files on disk. It's short, simple, and
takes 20 seconds to Lype in:

PEE cAT01,229: |FEM, =0: ) iFILEDME b~
"] AFILEAME |b™ : PORE GATOL, 0:CAT

lﬁmdllithﬂﬂlls

1mmmmﬂmmﬂnm=mr
" sion of Protext but | dont know anything

about additional ROMs, such as where to fit

them. [ have also read about ROM boards,
- and have no idea of what they are for.

You need a ROM bosrd for connecting a
- ROM to the computer. The board fits inZo the
m’k mpﬂl and has up to
eight ROM sockels that can individually be
switchad in or out.

'-,"_'Mw“uﬂm

Hey prasto! The program

is back.
Eeith Grimsditch,
Stockport

Well dome Keith,
you've already helpad
Stewart out, Youll soon
be getting a well-deserved
tennear from the pogstman/

@That's the sprite

When I Bought my 6123 [ got 17 free programs,
one of which was Shape and Sounds. Having
had the computer for & year now, I've written
some pretty. good BASIC programs using the
shape designer.

However, when the shapes overlap, the
colours. mingle. I've read something about
‘sprite planes’, where sprites are able 0 go
under or over other graphics without this prob-
lem. Is there a way to do thig in BASICY

Now that [ know BASIC well, [ would like to
move onto a different language, sach as
maching code. Pleasa could you suggest a suit-
ahle beginers book and software package.

David Cardus, Stamford

The answer fo your first quastion fs no. 'm
afrajd, David You really need to write a
machine code routine for something as com-
plex as sprites. Perhaps a listing will appear in
a forthcoming Type-Ins?

Good new. We are about o nen a senes on
machine code very soon. If you can® wait off
then Assembly Language Programing for the
Amstrad CPC464, 664 & 6128 (by AP & DJ
Stevenson, Argus Books Led, ISEN 0 55242 861

8, £7.95) is the book for you. As for an assem-
bler, you cottld do worse than Maxam 11, which
is available at the special price of £24 (usnal
price £49.95) from Amor Led (0733 68503).

®Wiping the tape clean

I have been a regular reader of AA for
some time, and have never sean & detailed
method of cleaning the tape deck. The
common reasons for read errors on pro-
giems are oxide on the heads
causing loss of high fre-
quency, and deposits on
the pinch mollerfcapstan
resulting i the Laps not
nding - comectly. The
mechanisms should be
cleaned with cotton buds
dipped in de-natured spir-
its whilst the cassetie is sel (o
piay.

John McCormack, Garelochhead

Cheers John, a practical Gp thet I'm sure
evaryons will find usefil

®Sound advice

1 have owned my 464 for about 3 years now and
recantly [ have become interested In the serious
side of things, including using the expansion
ports on the back. [ know what all are used for
except one, a small round socke: on the rght
hand side when viewed from behind

At first | thought it might be some kind of

headphone socket, but this does not seem to
work. What's it for?

Faul Hiley, Sheffield

Your guess was nght, it is & headhone socket,
but the signals i produces need amplification
to ba heard. Try linking it up to your hi fi's line

s e M T 3
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WIN WITH
COURSEMASTER AND
PI:H:II.IHASTEII
{earaprly ool Prwiior By
The Computer Hnr"rmlnn ngrmml-
# AATES ANY RACE IN SECOMNDS - ANY DAILY NEWSPAPER S ALL YOU NE
# NEVER out of dote - Both B Hunt snd Fal - Fst dals sniry
& AMAING ACCURACYS - Now you CAN BEAT THE ROCKIE
# Wirka on T sl mpls pincipie hal PAST HORSES BEAT SLOW ONERI
# Chaaly idonifies Deest celbchon i every racs plut hiks AMATSO Featargs )
® Fint, Baoond and Third cholcs show o Forscasts i Tricasts, o4, Aeiommosds mosl sutntie byos of bet
w Arigaly works oul pour WINMINGS on mos! populsy' bets Folding SINGLES andd DOUDLES, win and sact
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S, SPTCTIRR, SO0
B, AMTIUAD GO, AMSTRADSM
COMPATIBLE PCR.

FOR ALL SPECTMUME, AMSTRAD CPCE
COMAROCORE L1
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IN‘THA:BE‘I‘ LTD, (DEPT AAY F'HEIFGE‘I' HO. 10 Woodside Av-,
Clayton-Le-Woods, Chorlay, Lanos, PRS TOF

LERM SOFTWARE -
THE UTILITY FOR ALL MACHINE CODE USERS - ONLY £9.99

£80¢ TOOLKIT.

" Exellent value for money ", " Brilliant package "
that is what Your Sinclair said about l:he Spectrum version of our Taulk:l:
niow available for the Amstrac 464, 648, and 6128, 3 programs in 1, Copies 1o diss,
HAS OUR FULL MONEY BACK GQUARANTEE - NOTHING TO LOSEI
& SUPERB ASSEMBLER - full screen editor - like a word processor.
Very fast - has its own monitor.
& TOOLKIT - :mmthawmmumwnmnmm
m/code, plus disassembler, debugger, etc
* CTOS - roverse assembler - chmmmmmamdnbﬂ:lnm
@ sourcs fils - relocate your m/codel
[DEAL FOR BEGINNERS. MANY UNIOUE FEATURES. INCLUDES
HEX/DEX, LOADER MODE, SINGLE STEFFER. HALF THE PRICE OF
MANY RIVALS | SAE FOR DETAILS. ALL INCLUSIVE FRICE

LERM, DEPT AA, 11 BEACONSFIELD CLOSE, WHITLEY BAY,
2533615,

AND WEAR. NE25 SUW. TEL 091 -

TYNE {

High Quality Repairs
Low Inclusive Prices
The Logical choice!

J S

Technical Services

REPAIRS All repairs guaranteed 4 months, prices
quoted apply to any single fault + and
are inclusive of parts, labour and VAT,
Free return cammiage for UK mail onder

cPe m:aﬁg:r?nmﬁﬂun S s TSI
s g o ad smm availamr Dn&y £8.00

] am i * Exciydes replacement of complete
CP/M + DISK.....c...oooe £21.90 o gl i

assomblies (ree estmalo ghaen),

VSE Technical Services (Dept 104), Unit 6,
8 Nursery Road, London SW9 8BP. Tel 01-737-0234
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LEIGHTON BUZZARD
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in or aux input to hear the CPC In glorious
stereo,

®Protection racket

Could you ploase print a listing which saves
and loads some sort of protected loader to pro-
tect my programs from prying eyes.

Danjel Smith, Dublin

No need for a listing, Dan - the firmware has
bule [n proftection routines. Save your BASIC
programs like this;

SAVE "filanama®, P

Your programs can only be loaded with the
RUN command. Any attempt to break into and
list the program will erase it from memory,
Don't forget to keep an unprotected version of
your program somewhere, or you want be
ahle to get into jt pourself!

®Detective work

Here is a shart routine that detects if the print-
et is on line or not. This could be used in pro-
grams such as a3 wond processor o lest
whether the printer is ready to accept data.

10 IF¥ INP (67500) AMD &40 THEN PRINT
“0ff line™ ELSE PRINT "On line™

It was written on a 6128, but [ see no roason
why it shouldn work on any of the CPCs
Stephen Trimmer, Broadstairs

Thanks Stegphen, do other readers have any
ugeful one-linars?

®Power cut
I have recently purchased a second-hand 464
with green monitor. It was very reasonably
priced and came with good software,

Thera i one snag though - the five volt

®Psion language

®Between the lines

Several letters have come in this month con-
cerning prokdems with printers connectad 1o
the CPC range leaving a blank line between
each row of text. This fault i3 peculiar to
CPCs and happens with several different
makes of printer. It is caused by the AUT-

® Cut hers!
4

QFEED signal being held |
extra line feecl is seql v
retirn
To solve it, pin 14 of the printer port
must be disconnected, either by cutting the
wire in the printer cable which goés to that
connection, of by simply
masking the pin with &
bit of sellotapa.

power phig that attaches the monitor to the
computer had broken off. Untll recently, this
was no problem, being held in place with biu-
tac. But now the screen has staried to shivet
when loading games, and I'm getting a fot of
read ermors. Are the two factors related? The
parson | bought the computer from said he
would soider it back on. Is this wise, or am I
better off getting it mended by a profesional
firm?

E Harvey, Oxon
Soldering the power plug back on is a simple
Jab, so I wouldnt worry about it too mueh
(unless thiz guys complataly incompeternt!)
You'd be well advised, however, to buy a new
piug, costing about 30p, from your local elec
tronics shop,

®Bowled over

I carefully typed in the *10 Pin Bowling® lsting
(AA49) on my 464, but when [ ran it [ got an
error in ine 210:

210 GRAPHICS FEN 1

AMSTRAD ACTION 37|
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®Thick head

I couldn? find this command in the mamial, so 1
changed it to read:

210 PEN 1

Which worked, then emmors in T40, 760, 780,
920. Is my computer going sick, or is some-
thing wrong with the program? [ am at suicide
beach, Flease put my mind at rest.

Richard Corbin, London

The published listing works fine - on a 6128/
Unfartunataly, 464 owners cant apter the pro-
gram as printed, because some commands
only avalable on the 64 and 6128 have bean
usad, potably GRAFHICS PEN and FRAME.

Replace the GRAPHIGS FEN with PEN, as
Richard suggests. FRAME can be emulated on
& 464 by CALL &BDI13.

We appologise for any loss of sleap caused
by this, and from now oo any futune Type-Ins
with resirictions as o what machines they
run on will be marked as such

OA twisted tale
Here's 8 handy tp for Canon PW1080a printer
users, and it might work on other printers as
wiell
I poticed that the print head dossnt run
through the centre of the rbbon, but up
through the top instead. All you need to do
when the ribbon runs out of ink is turn the rib-
bon upside down and print using the othar
half, Just twist the ribbon once at the front,
and wind it all the way round. Hey prasto, the
ribbans upaide down,
Christopher Bowler, Carshalton

Hmm, must try this on my 120D

@Sine language

88 AMSTRAD ACTION

I am puzzled at how you rotate an object
around its point of origin in machine coda. |
know there is a lot of mathematics involved
but [ dont see how to put commands such as
SIN and COS down in machine code form.
Flease could you give me an insight of how to
do this?

Carl Jefferys, Standon

Professional coders dont actually caleulats
gines and cosines in real time, as this would
be far to slow. A table of values is set up
ingtead, which can be generated by a BASIC

program:

5 'Sina wave table

10 dag

15 sintab=g8000

20 for o= to 358

25 x=int (sin () ¥128)
30 if x<0 then x=x+256
35 poke sintabin, x

40 naxt n

This sets up a two's complement sine table.
All numbearg are multiplied up to provide a
reasonable scale - in this case 128 — Lo fit the
range into one byte. If you wanied to know
the sing of 45 dagrees then your machine code
program acoesses the table like this:

ID HL,SINTAR ;Btart of sina tabla

LD DE, 45 ;45 degreas

ADD HL, DE

ID A, (HL) iRetwo's cop result
®Question time

Some time ago, in Hackers Only, you explained
how to start and stop the cassette motor in the
464, Could you please explain how to read and
write 1o the tape?

Is there any way of copying the BBC micro's
EVAL function? Thiz allows you o access
BASIC through a program, e.g. You could input
a formula for 4 graph, and the formula would
ba incorporated into the program

How about a Soldering On project for a
ROM board and an EPROM blower? A bar code
reader for scanning bar coded programs
shouldnt be too difficult, should it? All yould
need s an LED. and phototransistor to detect
the black and white stripas.

Finally, how about a series for teaching
LOGO?

Shabaz Yousaf, Slough

Call 8BCA1 to read from the tape and &BCIE
to write to it. In both cases HL points to the
data load/save address, DE [s the length and
A I5 8 syncronisation character If anything
goas wrong, carry will be false and A will con-
tain an error code

Not that [ know of The CPCs VAL func-
tion will only evaloaie the first pumber in a
string, it ignores varizhles and caleulations. If
any readers have any bright ideas, jet me
know. A tenner's up for grabs!

Anyane fancy biowing up their CPC for the
sake of fame and giory? Send details of your
Crazy contraptions to the usual AA address.

LOGO? Oh yes, thet's the program nobody
ever uses on the back of the CP/M disk, ismY
it? I'm not sure that there would be enough
interest to warrant a series, o be honest. Let
me know what you think, and i 'm proved
wrong then after I've saten my hat, I'll congid-
&r running an article.

@®Super pooper

Phil Craven's “ABBA" article in AAd4 would
appear to provide a cheap methed of switching
a large capacity disk drive into the position
nomally occupied by the 3-inch internal drive,
allowing Multilaced programs to be stored on
the BO0K disks.

Having a similar wish, | found that my
Multiface would not recognise Rodos format
disks. Romantic Robot, who make both prod-
ucts, tell me that it is not possible to save
Muktifaced programs to Rodos format disks.
Does Mr Craven know something that we
dont?

R Eendrick, Holme on Splading Moor

Phil tolls me that using the drive switcher
with the Multifsce was only a suggested use,
and that the project was not actually tested
for this purpose. The reason, it appears, is
that the Multifsce uses its own disK access
routines, whoreas Rodos relies on software

using the standard systam calls.
® Blunt reply

I have a tip that may be of some help to W R
Blunt (AA49) and anyone else who uses
Multiface I cn a 6128,

Ag long as the game doesn't use any of the
6128's extra memory, then the Multiface I can
ba foaled into thinking the computer is a G4,
thus only saving one bank of 64k memory,
instead of two banks, theraby saving vahiable
disk space,
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FOOTBALL BOICFORM ©14 ©5 [«
@ Thae OMLY poois program writien by & GENUINE EXPEAT who has been professicraly
empioyed a5 such by Fo leeding pooks company. He KHOWS how 1 help you win
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TRANCE .::vo. TRANCE

‘Confused by the CUBE? Bon bar chadis? MUGged metodically? Finding yourseS locosd
mwmmtﬂ:mug Zappid Our?  Alanated by W*Lnﬂrulw
of acverture?

Shooid (he answor o any of these guestions be YES. and yov have taken lo walching
Crossroads viceos Jou really should be wic 8 TRANCE

Do o cedary. A s tedly. iwemaorvd O i T goiytn o your probism, can YOU
she soiuSon o Ramon's Tﬂm?

you have g Aad e HACK it, the soluthon b in hands, not in
the program.  You will Aol have seen the film, read the book, worn the Tahint or tried the
soup yel. becauss CPC 8849128 users am 1o be the firsd bo swocumb fo Bs Spell

THE PRITE @ proporsonal i al TRANCE acions

ol words dor TRANCE purrle scid within twatve months trom
i first salle the PRIZE hund INCREASES by 1| Submi your angwer on the encicsad
anTRAMNCE form. DRAW io be held 158 Septernber 1900 # & is not won, than gvery month
ollowing unill wor. Waich the prize grow, GROW, o AAl

E* * % % Dl you ke that Tie AA sales Exaed 38,0007

Irntroduciory price £0.99 inc. PAF &x. asprin
Chaguas™Ce jo “TRANCE™. Swmnehaveon, N, End,
SKelsey, Lincoln. LNT BPOLAA Tel: DESIT-584

© MAEMON. 1583

50 GOOD REASONS
TO SHOP AT

CRAZY JOE'S

10 Computer Hts 5........... £4.99 Pacland £5.09
10 Great Games 2 ... £8.90 Pacmania....... . £4.99
10 Great Games 3. L6858 Roland in Time l:-ll!':d:- £0.99
3D Chess. £0.88 Roy of the Rovers... £1.99
30 Pool.ceereieres E6.89 Runestond......... £1.99
4 Socoet s|nula-urs £4.00 Scruples £4.9%
Abon B, = 000 Showesk — ]
Bard's Tale .. E200  Spy Hunler £2.89
Basd-Mouts Datecihe £1.99 Barbarian 290
Biood Brothars . £209 SwurWars £398
Biood Valey...............cooeeen B1.99  Starghder (Disc)......ocininnn B0.99
Convoy Raider ... ... £1.69 Suproma Challenge..............00.99
M--nn.ﬂnmwt-{hm - £299 Thing BouncesBack...............E1.99
[Fintl Mladricx . Al .......E1 99 Thunderbinds SR -, L - |
Gauriiot 2 = e B2 Dragon's Lo ..o £389
Geol! Capis S!rcﬂq'r'.an ...... f089 Titan.. 2499
Grand Prix Selection........ £4. 95 Trio Hit Pak { SE-a:*-n‘s-.u £2.99
Harmior Attack E0.93  Twin Turbo VB .. £0.99
Hestory in i Making £1209 Victory Road. £4.59
Hunt for Rled October .............f699 WesiBank. . ... ... 200
Impossaball .. : - E299 Word Serles Baubaﬁ 20,99
Kright Ok (3 Amum.res 689 C—"sa-el.":’lh Mach One Jef.-:.ud: ..Eﬂ.ﬂ&
Mega Apocalvpse ... e £ 90 Konix Navigator ... £12.50
Maoncpoly £499 Konix £5.50
Morth Sear, -£2089 Maxel CF2 3" DIE-GE m:; 22,50

Crazy Joe's, Dept. AA, 145 Effingham §t.,
Rntherham, South Yorksh:re S$65 1BL

skan on {D?{]‘:HBEQEBE
'Crazy JDE

G OOD GRIEVF'!
GREETINGS !

Tes, it's a very strange advertisement - but it's time to bave a few words

with you all. The "new” law has confused many of us, thoss that “don't
to know.

of interpretation, the most extreme being that

only used by the owner of an original plece of

tmthllthmlnmﬂhmﬂﬂdw

Ematm,ﬂhumbeu:udmuheﬂwﬂumm
ftem of software has the lzgttnhwhl.tthehdlhefm

50 Owner is not deprived of
people agree with this; if you
have thirty thensand m-mdmcm&mmmrur
barm provided that remain in your hands.
By custom and practice [ a term oot to be used lghtly ) computer owners
safeguerded thelr collection by making BACE-UPS of software from
own

originals.
Another "extreme” side of the new law MAY be that in order to make a
BACE-UP legally you need the expressed permission of the Copyright

NEMESIS utitites,

well known for their power on backing-up the majority
of saftware are still available - and remain at the same low prices.

The "extreme” side of the in tion of the law means that you need
the permission of the copyright owner to make a BACE-UP. but yeu'll
meed the means to do it !

sbout your right to make back-ups, then don't do it !
JmmmmmmMLMMMmhm
UP as many times &3 you wish - but... o
mmmmm

|UPGRADES BSM or BLITZ, £3.00 [refurn criginal disc]
BBOARD INFO CYNOTEL 01 346 2816 [1200/75)

B

BONZO SUPER MEDDLER

" A REAL ALTERNATIVE to a Multiface 1 BLACK BOX ", A.A JAN'SS.
* The best TAPE TO DISC transfer utility available ", WACCI 6/88.
- O . O S S S e e e e e .

BONZO BLITZ - wrearicsy apes o Disc.
"HIGHLY RECOMMENDED " - waccr 12/87.

_—-----------d

CPC PROCOPY & MINIDOS

The most recent and best utility for disc-housekeeping. Back-ups,
file transfers, status changes, and much more !

EACH DISC £12.50inclusive.
ALL THREE £35.00 inclusive.

NEMESIS 22

ALL ORDERS sent by return: Chaque/P.O/Access TEL: {0933] 623967

10, Carlow Road, Ringstead, Kettering, Northants NN14 4DW
AUSTRALIA: C. BOSWELL, 62 MARMONG STREET, MARMONG POINT 2284, NSW.
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®MAA MODS

3454 DATA cpl 2f,1,di, £3, 1,0, b, 1,00, d9, 1
355 TRTR ex de Bl eh 1 00f,3F,1,80F,37,1
3456 DATR 1d sp, 31,.3.1d sp b1, £9,1

3457 DATA Balt,76,1,das, 27,1

3456 DMTM ine 8, 33,1, cze, 18,1, exea, OF,1

71 DATA ade » (L), Be,1,84d & (b1}, 86,1
3751 DATA ldir,ed b0, 1, 1ddr,ed b8, 1 seg, od, 84,1

3761 AT im O,ed 96,1 im 1,ed, 56,1 in &,0d, 50,1

to typs a comma between the two: XOR,37.

XOR C.

3455 DATR ex (sp) bl ed,1.ex af af' 08,1.dec sp, 30,1

The comma must be left out when using 2 register, for example:

Here is a very useful MAA tweak. Load MAA and type in thess lines:

3351 DATR push bl,eS,1,pop bl,el,1,ex (sp} hl,e3,1,pash de,d5, L pop de,dl, 1, push be,ed, 1, pop bo,el,l
3452 DATR and, ef, 2, a0d b,a0,1,and o, 81,1, 800d o 22,1, 80d &, 53,1, and b, ad,1,and 1,35, 1;and a,a7,1,and (hl],a6,1
452 DATA zor,ea, 2 xor boal, 1l xor coal, ] xor d,2a,xor o ab, L xar Boac, L wer Load ) v aaf, ] xer (hl),me,1
3453 DM ox, £6.2 0r b,00, 1, 0r bl 1,0 A b2, 1 0r b3, 1,0r h,bd,1,0r 1,b5,1,0r a;b7,1,0r (hl) b8 1

3752 DATA 14 {) sp,ed, 733,00t (o) coed 49,1, 0uk o) a,ed, 79, 1,00t (c} bed 79,100t [c) doed 51,1.ct (o] e.ed 50,1 0ut (o) byed 61,100t (o} 1ed 65,1

3762 Tk in & (of,ed, 78, L,in b (o) ed 40, 1,in ¢ [c),ed 48,1 in d {c] od, 50, 1,in @ (e}, od, 58, .80 b [}, ed 80,1, 8a 1 (2),ed 88,1

You are now able to use squilions more instuctions. When using
the logical mnemonics (i.e. and, or, xor) with & number, it is important

Sounds lpgical to me, Edward. You also get first prize (or would if we
did one) for longest singie line of the month!

Edward Hieatt, Camhbridge

Before selecting the save option, press "T"
to enter toolkit mode, select “W™ for window,
“H" for hex, followed by the space bar, and
enter %3486 Change the ‘02" at that address
o 01

It should be possible to store at least 3
games per disk using this method.

Hugh Gammon, Lianelli

Ta.

@Plotting for exams

Reader in distress! I'm doing a project to make
a plotter for my GCSE exams, and [ am in des-
perate need of 2 tape baged 3D wireframe pro-
gram of CAD system that supports a plotter. If
anyone knows where I could get hold of
Amor’s discontinued program Model Universe
[ would be eternally grateful.

Do you kmow of any books 1 could read to
anlighten me on the subject of plotters and
similar devices.

A while back I was dusting out the innards
of my CPC, and [ noticed several places on the
PCE where components are supposed to be
attached, 1 was wondearing if vou could tell me
what goes in therm.

Nigel McDonnel, Watford

For goodness sake, do not stick anything in
these gaps on the circuit board. They are for
slight varfations of the intarnal workings of
the machine, and have no effect as far as the
uger iz concarnad. You'll and up visiting the
rapair shop if you do.

I don't know a ot about plotters, Perhaps
somecne else can help?

@®User friendly
I have a little pleca of informatlon that may ba
of interest to readers, For those people who

“| AMSTRAD ACTION

thought that the only way to actess another
user area was the [usEs command, think
again!

Try SEVET15: soreen®, b, 5000, £4000. The
current screen will be saved to user area 15
The number before the colon specifies the user

area that the data is saved to.
The same works for drive switching.
On a two drve system  typing

SEVE"B:hello. bas™ will save a BASIC pIogram
to drive B.

These identifiers also work with the
|ERA and | i commands tool

Paul Green, Dudley

Thanks Paul, user decent cirapl

® Hard drivin’
I have a CPC464 with disk drive and am about
o upgrade using the 6128 chip. I am also con-

& Write now, make £,

sidering adding a second 5172 inch disk drive.
Recently I was given a *Shinwa Digital
Industry” hard disk model no D220. Would it
be possible to connect this to my CPC instead
of the second drive, or could I conmect bosh?
Have you any jdea what capacity the
hard drive is kely to be?

Mark Hale, Brent Enoll

You'd have a very difficull time brying to get
the hand drive working with your computer
For a start, there is no available software fo
run a hard dove available for the CPC, so
you'd have to write the disk operating systen
yourself

You'd also need fo construct 3 pur-
pose-buill interface. You dont Imow the
drive's capacity, s0 I don't imagine you know
what any of its connections are for.

The short answer is no.




Gamrress - Cepriing budget software bl a5
wmaring £1.80 per cassatie. T e 10

An adveniure gamas for pounsters.
Enber & weork) of maglc: and mysleny, With
“Tha Secret Of The Ring”. Tape anly. Far
CPCAR 05,00, Chegqua™O0 1o Mortimes

20 Howhall Drive, Drodiord, Yorks.

CPCAB4 Colour Monhor Cheatah Joystick
Good condtian. 150+ games from classix
1o modenns gamas le Op Wolls, Loadsa

M. G bamnd in tape holders.
Cuick, gale 720
Phons §04-8064 [01) sverings. Barking

OPCE1 28 Colour Monitar, DMP2000,

Muhifscs, cassatta, joystchs, ampliier,

speakars, filer, cowers, £850+ worth of

soitwane including Nevada, Cobol, Siop

Praas, Tawword, B0« gameas, whoba lot
£A00

Ring Mok (01} 300 218 [eveninga).

ROME: Maxsm 1.5 €15, ARCs £5. Eloctric
Shudio Light Pen (6128) £15. Wops £7,
Alawislr Sootl, 25

Edinbaergh EHE 100
Superdish] Crammed win qualsy pro-
prams inciuding database. Personal-Diary,

Compuriee-tarm dictionary, Digilized mosic,
real-Seme aralogue dock, graphics, T/5-l-
wroade and “Amold” (convarsation pro-

gram — inchites spsachllh. Nak D4,

Cnacuas/PO o M. Ahmod, 43 Harting ton

Hireol, Howcastio HE4 6PS.

CPCAB4 Golour, Manual, faystice, B
pames, inckading Eite, Starglicer, Driler,

Phone Barry 0262 628007 eved waskends.

CPC4B4 Colour Monhor Disk Drive £200
of paemad muBBacs two with loads of AA
magt. Closeat 1o D425 tnioes the lot. Phua
A arytcasrd i Mo £S5
Bar (e 4840,

Armsirad 8128 eolour. DMP 3000 print
o +8 niw ribbons. TV Tuner. All manuale
Business and games soltwars. Lots of
discs. Excellert corditien. £300
Miclarhall, Sutioll, DE3E-7144048,

CPCAB4 Colour Monitor over B0 gamaes,
Inacts of Mdgs CRGIRG Manial bamk
Ui, M oy tetioh fevel LSed MRy Mo
scira’s. Offors around £250. Besd offer
wecurel. Phons 00-890 0531,

Carve Capers. A GACH adverdune. Has
T Oweny Ront el Tantor-iomd back-up copy
nalruchons. Tape onky £2 plus Blp PAP
Phillp Rsbson, 23 Park Lans,
Middlesbrough, TS1 LG,

CPOAd, Colour Monhar & Prindar, T275.
Also loadsagames Including Operaton
WioHl, Awrbumer and Crazy Cars 2. Salling
woparaiely from £2 sach. Plaase phane
betwaen & and 10pm any day. (02680)
BITSR.

CPOR1 28 Colour moniior and oolgur TY,
Joyusich, Star LG 10 colour pringer, Protust,
AAS, Desikdop, £100 games. Everything
airmaal navard Package worth €1, 100, Sal for
£700 onc. Owner going abroad.

Tel: Casey 01678 12,

Amatrad CPCO128 colour, DMP 2160
prirdor (MEW), AA 1-48, ACE 1-25, A.GL,
£800+ arginal eottware, Protaxt, Praspal
Advanced AR Bsuda, GAC, CPM, Pasoal,
varicus ullities, all games wransiered 1o
ding, 0« disce, s in sxpeliant condftion, all

bowad, two yaear guarangae, sl Tor £500
T,
Ted 01-820 5438,

CPCE1 38 Colour Mandic, 2mum 18

Fhons Jason a%er 4 30pm (4] 411888

Arnatrad CP0 484, Colowr mondor, BY
games value £450. DMP 31860 pringer with
AMX mouse ard An P, . Joysiich
Incluched. Gail for £350 0245 440558,

CPC484 with calaw manitars mutiface 2,
OD1 Dk Dirive, Spasch synihasiser and
EISD worth of salwirn. Sell far E3751 ong.
Wérite fo Sunny Chan, 58 Edward German
Dirive, mnm 713
M.

T joyaIichS pllss Booka.
Paid £530 sall for £178,
Tol: Tatbury [06650) 503006,

CPCA84 Colour Monllon exclant oondi-
tion £4004 worth of soltware 32 issuss of
AA 1280 joystick manual, sed for £250 or
rarest ohar, Prone Dmid Braga, on:
Hurirapoon (G0} SE03A0.

CPCE1 28, Colous Monlior, Pringer, Linnet
meccheen_ Muliiacs B, Joysticha, Castetie
ory EATS oF bl alfes.

Prora Worthing (08E3) 214118

CPCE1 28, Colour Moritar, KOS 5§ 174 sea-
and drive, KOS Rombox conlidnang foliow-
Ing Romis: ROMDOS, Protast, Probarges,
Prodpell. Also, Multiince Ii, insldes, Covers,

Mulitincs Two snd ineldsr Wanted,
Ingtruction mangal sso, Sensibly priosd
Alp0 help waried on Hacong, Cash wall:

Contre Birmingham B HH.

S o g

Blip-disc laps to lape spaclallate.
Freen row unsl 318l January 50 all
waraders are FREE, stabe 484 or 8128 sand
g s} disc{s) and game natructiona. Ao
wncloge return podtage & reconded deltny
costa. This is a FREE service undl 31,190,
Mako chagues payable io: DR Hudaan,
13 Cromwall Rosd, S5t Austell, Cormwal,
PL26 APA. (0726) 65640,

* Swap * Trads * Exchangs "Barter
&3 (ves Theal) Shracded Wieat ko the
ixth ring you find whitst in a ight
“TRAMCE", First come Syl served. Monty
Aemon. “TRANCE®

Tol: 00527584,

Woild you llke & hollday In
Trancslvanla.

Woul muus! b mick, can’ spel or bath.
Giad iy & "TRANCE"
i & will B8 miako o, W thed DRz
Tl Q5T T-504.

PRINT-OUT - 40 e nclutos
ovar 25 pages of wnd Maching
Coddé progearsa and haorials for all users
Ao contding games and hombraw B0l
ward, o chanod o win MAXAN and much
more.
Costs T0p « Ad SAE (26p) Irom
TJ Defon, B Maze Groen Aond, Blshep's
Btorttord, Herts,

Thils section offers you a really cheap ancd effective
OPpOMUAIEY 1o speak derect o 36,000 CPC ownars - of
ropot arceallent fedls

Yiou can plﬂnlﬂunn{unh'lﬂmmrmﬂ

‘woald-Iv owndm. Users

B0 you mMmth"ﬁl.pm“ hnqr_hn.l.uln:
group of advertiss a plece of softwine you've writien with

One thing you can't adwartias is the sale of ywap of
saftwaare. Such |ﬂ.|mb-umlum:rr pirates,

FL 12 tho appiication form and sead |t 1o us togother

Py
Wil placs the ad in the next ivalable Bage (pub-
lishod 2-7 weaks alter wn:rmnm cadler)

ORDER FORM

Classification. Tick

[ For sale

[ wanted

':l Sarvicos

Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of Amstrad Action

0 vser Groups

(J other

r‘--*——--—--—-----—

il you

Ll-_l__-_'___'__'-'-‘_—_—_-‘__-_-_



K& M COMPUTERS

THE LEADING AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS

ADVENTURE CASS DISC ARCADE CASS DISC | = BT St ﬁ.DCEESDFHEE
LowestPrices || Bomoe L E34.55
Tima and Maghk ... ... €11.25 £1125 | Thunderbirds.. £1025 enzs | B L e 464 Keyboard i T
Gnome Ii: ingrids back . £11.25 £14.75 .u.uNe«Gnns.-nusmrs. SETTE £11.25 ! Mi:n 5128 waua.rdEnLeads fTo%
Run The Gauntiet.., E7.76 EN25 P ' Cover SetaG4 or 6128 €7.50
COMPILATIONS kindg £78 £1125 Priptuc ibboris ST T —
Haatwave -£10.50 £13.99 Rainbow Island N._€7.75 £1128 : = * Drive nar __
Soccer Spectacular .. £10.50 £13.10 | FIOBOCOR....c.vmirriivrn LTS £11.25 Special prices on Em“f‘?:;;ﬁ“m 1998
Special Action ............£10.50 £13.99 | Skweek .............E1.75 £11.25 AMS. Software .
The Story So Far (Vol. 2)£10.25 £11.25 | Stormlord ... £7.75 £11.25 ; “E1250
The In Crowd.............E11.25 New Zaaland Story £7.75 €128
History in the Making... £15.95 £21.50 | 10y (Last Crusade)....£7.75 £11.25
Taito Coin-op (inc. Rastan) £9.90 Horbaeen | SR S
: ' - Forgotien Worlds £7.75 €125
Saprema Chalenger (in: Bl £9.90 E13.10 | o Juans A €775 £1125
Gold Siteer & Bronze £11.25 E21.50 C'EIYG“ 1] i £7.75 €125
Giants ... wenn 1050 £1585 | Gomini Wing ... _ETTS £11.9%
Flight Ace ... £11.25 £1385 SkaworDe ... .. ET.T5 £11.25
Arciacs Musts ~E10.50 £1595 | Navy Moves e £T.75 E11.25 : : Kanix Speedking....
Command Periormance. £0.90 £1595 | WEC LeMans.......... €775 £11.25 | |eu SRR PR RERaRE] | Cruser (Microswich) -
Para.. e £11.25 £15.95 :n;gﬂM------- E; _:,g E::g; S M O S ﬁ:n:Frunsmn:
Haarmhat:n.u.rmm £7.75 E13.10 ratanans retaf Prirer Iﬂh._..__....w
Soccar Squad 775 £11.25 Purple Satin DG} N ‘E:'-_1 25 £14.45 Mlﬁhr......_m.: 1455 "'C'l:":i:?_l‘wz l
Game Set & Maich I|___£9.90 £13.05 | Xenophobe.. N_£7.78 £11.25 | [EAE - PR | Cuicksnol Torbo
S A £1050 1125 | LicencaTo Kill ... £7.75 €125 e by ot el
KidsPi E:E.?E- Batman | The Movie) H E7.75 1125 : gL Race Maker ..
ay e Dragon Minjg ... £7.75 £112§ longer available
STRATEGY / SIMULATION wm ug:?f;f_. E’::;g Exﬁ;‘u;l‘lﬂlalpEE
1 D‘Emm s ok o - it il
mﬁm}u' g;;g 1126 | BuicherHEl........ £7.75 £11.25 Mini Office 1l #mmﬁglsm
Foall Man |l Expansion kit . £6.25 g£7.25 | 1an cs&‘ﬁm PRICE) E?‘?E E?g ; Not mw“'"'“ o
Football Dicector Il............  £14.75 | Fenegade i Still our No1 Seller Mitecaio
Gunship . e B11.28 £14.75 [ RIS < £ 75 €123 | RNCRSS SIS Wlec SIAT6 N | Ouatas.. ...
Anciert Batties £1125 Cabal. N._£7.78 £11.25 - = Masterfle 3.
Micropose Soccer _E125 E14.75 Mir Heli -— £7 25 £11.25 Plan-il 4
Tirmes of Lose .,E? 75 £11.25 | Shinobi.. EI ;’: E:t %2 irﬁﬂﬁd\rﬂmﬁ ﬁ;g
Chiack Veagirs Ad Trared T.75 £11.25 Baach Violey . 7 1 Sticka
30 Podl . £7.75 £1125 | Stider. _N_E£775 en2s ﬁmﬁwrm Tasspell . ZE T
Bards Tals £275 £6.35 €2
Passing Snot £7.75 €11.25 | BUDGET CASS ONLY g p,,_:. HﬁHDWAHE ETC
Fooitall D-:m-:-!&i: £r.75 S'P'Q'thm — 2 7R m T ¥ m 2180 Printer ... AL F159.95
Trobls Champeons..........£7.75 s T p DO Dise Drive | !
The Mational,....... £7.75 E-aﬂ‘-es:’"p@ £ E: % 512 Ehu_'-TElL........_EEM MP2 I'.luﬂula.mr R -1
War in Micidle Eanh.. £7.75 £11.25 wﬂ‘”“pm&”“ﬂﬂ,m“ £1.80 SR | FD! Second Drive ... £99.83
Haroas of The Lance.......£7.75 £1590 Erank B Bo Ty T : 54““;‘?‘1‘ Expansion P R
Airborme Rangar ..........£1.25 £14.75 ung Boxing . — - - E-D'HﬂE X R, s
Trivial Pursit (Ngw Egition), . £11.25 £14.75 | Super Trolley. £1.80 AMMM cg:-.ﬂmp b, — e
Emiyn Hughes Soccer.._£7.75 £1125 | OnTheBench .. £275 Arnor ols e gt Ve
Track-Suit Manager ...... £7.75 £11.25 Turbx Esprit, £1.80 Prolext Dinc. ; BAS " :PT Big . e
LaserSquad ... M. £7.75 £14.75 | BMX Simolator i ... £2.75 Pkt S—— Sw'-bﬂﬂ 00 e kA S
4 Soccar Simulaor .. £7.75 €125 | Ghostbusters... €180 dromnBl mw' o e ——
Archon Collection ... £275 €625 |70 eam PO e 82348 | Faniold Labels (1000). . £5.90
Championship Gofl.........£7.75 ] Formula Grand Prix .. €1.80 mﬂ« sl R | Faniok e K90
Cariar Command............ 1425 ATV Srmulaker. 278 M T H‘S?EEWMWI ez ok
EDUCATIONAL Fughby Boss. . E;l;-g Maram Disc 18 48] | PrnterCable........... .09
| 0785 £11 Mig 29 Maxam — FoMm..........£28.45
Factile 50086378 '£6.78 Mo X S 275 Mesam15 Ao _ezids| | NEW LINES ATLOWEST PRICES
Fun School (USs, $-8, 812) €550 £7.95 em8. . : Uwopia  Rom..oee. £21.45 Pack...........
Mu'-ua:hsqsmu%] £550 £13.95 | Bombiack. ... £1.80 Sty TN e LT R % Inc Mod. .. .i:::?uuu
:lm '”;3;“ 1165 E'] E&% Twin Turbo VB ... £2.75 —_— — ;Emmzﬁmmz Eﬁﬁ%
{12-18) Shockway Rider ... £2.75 = . ;
Mage Maths («8) £8.50 £12.95 B,,.x*.??&m e 78 All Prices Include Vat & P&P PCW3S12 finc :m......... - £510.00
Mains Mania (8-12)........80.50 £1285 | oo o Ty Cin UK. & PCS12 [Inc VAT) ... E44
Ch-_'-mst- GCSE . £11.90 £14.95 Kickstzrt 1l 1 80 hmmmw PC1512 (lnc VAT) .....from.... £440.00
E..or £11.80 £14.95 I 80 PURURETEY e F'C1Ed-tl|ln-:".l'.°.T:l ...hom..__E550.00
Bnohg-ﬂ {12-16). £6.50 £1205 | Focky Homror Show ... return of post. Inc VAT] .. 7
Wordhang €750 £11.95 | Posiman Pal. £1.80 - - Uta.xGH 3 fax (Inc VAT) .,
Happy Wr . ....£750 €11.95 | JockyWison Darts....... £2.75 DMP 8000 Printer_____....
Physics 1 (12-16)....... £8.50 £1385 | Grand PrixSim2 .. . £2.75 DMP 3250 Prisvier
Magwork Geography Cuiz.._£8.50 £13.95 | Green Beret........ £2.75 OFFER LO 3500 Printer
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Zooming into action with another cluich of CPC entertainment - Trenton!

Christmas is coming and software
houses are positively falling over
themselves to bring out ‘hit’ titles, we
preview the lot. Continental Circus
starts the Christmas cars wars,
Shinobi gets the full treatment and we
introduce a new budget section

packed with £2.99 action.

Tengen/Domark & £9.98 cass, £14.99 disk
| joystick/keys

APB puts vou behind the
whesl of a police patrol car
i for a week of traffic duty,
| arresting  everything from
drug dealers 1o cones, keep-
ing death off the pavement

You view your car from
above as you charge looking for law breakars
Spot one, and you switch neatly to Judge
Dredd mode for the chase, In front of your car
is a siren target cursor, which goes further in
front the faster you drive. When you get a track
o a perp, hit that siren and see if they come
quist. You'd prefes it if they don't, ‘cos then it's
fun tme!

Normal arrests are easy: & biast on the
siren and most offenders head for the police
station. But a policeman's lot is not a happy
one and this is reflected in Bob's other duties

mgnﬂﬁnﬁr

@ The cwrssr &lma your siren @ Officer8ab gets the sack

rescuing breakdown victims, collecting dough-
nuts for extra time and answering APB calls
This means a targeted criminal will pass
through your manor, and you got to nick'em.
The hardened criminal elements are much
tougher to catch and must be stopped with the
ald of your Buick's fender U you're good
enough to apprehend them, take your victim
back to the pen for interview. Now this aint

HHEBE?E‘EATE

Also reviewed

APB
Operation Gunahip
Vigilante

RAVES
Shinobi p44

BEZ

e EENSGAME
Continental Circus p46

The Story so far
Christmas Collection

the Bill and the name of the game iz beating a
confeasion out af the “criminal " You have to
pbe careful, though, because i the Captain
returns unexpectedly and catches you in the
middle of & GBH session, you're histary.

SECOND OPINION

“The trouble with arcade conversions

is thal they can enly ever be a5 good as

the original. This one might well hove
s

been belter left slone,”

GREEN SCREEN
No troubile at all, Officer!

Other surprises for the fledgling officer are
left lying on the side of the road. Huge dough-
nuts and bags of money can be bonuses (extra
time etc) of traps set to catch lazy officers.
Most difficult of all to deal with are other
drivers. Due to the small playing screen, little
of the road ahead is visible. 50 in the middle of
a pedal-to-the-metal pursuit you can find some
doddaring old granny in an Austin Seven n
front of you And collisions result in a
demerit.

Eight demerits, and you're finished: no
pension checks from these boys, theyl
beat you up and sling you in the paddy
wagon. Taking too long on a day’s work
also has this effect, 50 eat those dough-
nuts and keep an eye on that there clock!

The playing screen is tny and the
sprites are small. Conftrols are in the
Grand Prix Simulator style, so you
become disorentated quickly and lose
valuabie time and demarits ramming the
same wall three times in succession. The
biggest bugbear, though, is the multi-
ad. On disk the game plays well with short
bursts of action and quick scene switching. On
tape this nob-sequential game i5 ponderous
and irksome. To make matiers worse oven the
“presties” - the beatings up - require a rewind
and search before you can play on

Az with Xybots, the arcade origin severely
limits the game, but on disk APE is both

# Tha pink car's full of Fiarbugs, so nick ‘em

playable and amusing. On tape the nowvelty
so0n wears off. APF was the weakest of the
Tengen licences won by Domark and, unfortu
nately, it shows.

The Verdict

GRAPHICS ... .....69%

Amusing canoon graphics
B It's =0 smalll

SONIES . o ey 71%
Great siren affects

B Weird music

GRAB FACTOR ... T2%

Culckly understood and easily played

STAYING POWER ..30/69%
B A real bad multiload nightmare.
Disks are fine

AA RATING 60%

Good convearsion of a mediocre
arcade.

B Tapoe users beware!
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Games ® £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk

joystick/Koys

Shinobi: cnental magic and myth surrounds
his clan, who have been perfecting the mar-
tial aris since time immemorial. Now
his fGghting skills are o be
employed by the forces of jus- ﬁ
tice. The childien aof the
world's leaders have been
hielnapped by a gioup of
nasty ninja terronsts called
the Ring of Five, and it's
Shinobi’s task to save
Lhem

The trail to their hideoul %.
15 going to be wugh and mote

-

who played the demo on AA'S cover

CORE O58020

someone of Shinobis pedigiee, though,
because he's had plenty of piactics for this
very mission in arcades all over the world. But
now It's time for the main event. And you're
in control!

Leaping tall bulldings in a single bound is
Shinobi'’s spoeclality. Armed with a unlimited
supply of shurikens and the cccasional dart
he vaults his way through a vately of plat-
form locales: office blocks, docklands and
woodland among them

The Ring of Five, a group of “supér nin
jas™ and their camp followers (if you see what
| mean), are a mixed bunch Most of theu
boys are just streef thugs dressaed ke punky
bikers - easy prey: a quick kick in the gioin
and it's domino time, Littered about the place,
though, are master ninjas - {at red cnes with
shields ~ who don't go & whole bundle on a
thiowing star in the earhols, and are much
harder to knock over. Sundry other problems
force themselves into the frame: spidermen
camouflage ninjas, divers with scuba gear
and katanas, not that they ruffle ow boy in

than a Lite dangeious, as anyone ﬁ"lf ﬂr

the green pis though. When he starts (o rock,
it's magic. pure magic.

Now there had to be a point to spending
countless years sat on the side of Mount Fuji
in meditation (T thooght it was in Japan? -
ed ), and the polnt is this: when the going
gets tough, the tough clasp their hands
together and call in a spirit-gquided air strike

Shinohi can summon his Warmnor ancestons o
come and lash his cwrent foes, and
Warnoal anossiors Ccome n very
handy when you're facing the big
nasty at the end of each lavel

ﬁ But (there fust had to ba a but)
there's a strict limit to the magic

‘ﬁ' you have available, so be cau-
tious and use it coly in extreme

pd, difficulty, Dot just when you

- panmic
@ Controlling Shinobi s no

"é."?' trouble, because he has wery limited

fighting moves. This is no great loss, howey-
ar, since despite appearances Shinobi isn't

SHINOEI

really a fighting game. The way to win is o
be in the nght ]:l'_ar:ﬂ, with the nght weapon at
the right timey. Slaughter s not of the highest
priority. Rescuing the hostages should be
your primary concern, foliowed closely by
staying in one plece,

i - e |
s B S S = ]
i

Hostages bring points and power, becauss
when you save one of the litle dartings on
gach level you get a dart throwing gift. Even
the guys with the shields fade into obscurity
if hit cne of them with the thrown equivalent
of the Colt Python If you die, though, the
powal is lost so0 stay frosty and the levels
start to fall

There are enough sticky points to plague
you for weeks after you've progressed beyond
that particular section. Russian roulette
would be a safer option than taking on that
helicopter again. Gemeplay is the bedrock
that Shinobi is bullt on, and the foundatons
are solid indeed. All you can really do s throw
and kick to kil people, but it's the tming
that's important. & seems that being a pinja
master, like being a good comedian, depends
more on delivery than material. That must be
the case, ctherwise how could you kill an 18
foot lizard with tiny tin stars?

Arcade accuracy in Shinobi is phenome-
nally helpful in maintaining interest, egpecial-
Iy with the recreation of the the target range

SHINOEI

‘41 AMSTRAD ACTION



ACTION TEST

bonus sections. Ninjas appear en masse in
the far distance and your hands are shown
flicking deadly throwing stars off at them.
They leap into the air and start to work their
way forward intent oo deing you down. On
the demo version of the first level this secticn
wazsn't that toegh, but things have a way of
changing. To get an extra player on later lev-
giz Iilling every ninja requires a cool head
and quick threat identification.

SECOND OPINION
“Now this is whal | call fighting!
There's loa iff to do, and |
doubt you Nl be complaining about
lack of money. There hasn'] boen 8

better fighting game all year.”
sC

GREEN SCREEN
Things aint clear af times

It's a multioad, but that shouldn't be a
major disadvantage. Hach level is worth
reaching, and with the game's breakdown
into small but tough sections it doesn't take
too long for you to get into the action. Green
pereaners might be frustrated by some of the
stage backgrounds which occaslonally use
colours that have little contrast on A mono
screan (green and red). This, however, 18 to
make full use of the CPC's colour potential,
and any attempt o maximise the CPC's abili-
ty must be applauded,

With over 30 people to croak in three min-
wtes f you're to get through the first leval, the
paca g fast and furious, with difficult terrain
thegwn 0 for good measine

Thing is, for all the punishment he can

EHINDBI

SCORE OO1:30n

& Walch out for thess guys In red - they hide behind shallds and throw a mean dart!

dish out Shinchi's a real wimp, one blow and
he's down and when he sets off the magic
thera's not that bload curdling
"Shurinaasaaan!” Shinobl is a brillant con
vergion that nmakes life just a little easier and
cheaper than standing for hours 10 datk and
dingy arcados filled with smoke and other
bloodthirsty peopls ke yoursell. T™W

FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE

' The arcade antics of Richard Aplin e

Shinobi is the work of Binary this is his first CPC game in cover the screen, then they all |
| Design: CPC hitman Richard eons, TRENTON WEBE was the  have to scroll. On tape this
| Aplin did the coding. In years man with the tape rocorder... means it multiloads an awful
| past he's Written many games What were the major prob-  lot, which is really unfortunate
| for various machines, such as lems of coding Shinobi? brut it's eithér that or have a [
the rather tremendous Flyspy  “Fitting it all into a 64K naff game".
(AAL9 BTR), machinel It's a very large The CPCT “Twas expecting
bat game and it's got loads and to have problems, golng to it
loads of levels. That's not the trom an Amiga, bat | really
problem, though, because you had forgotien bow much fun it
can write one bit of code and was, It's & very good machine |
mun all the levels on it. The to work on. [t takes a fair bit of
main problem is the end of effort to get the best out of it,
level guys, because they'reall  but you get mice results f you
different and yoa have towrite  workatit.”
a lot of code just to do each Future projects? “Af the
one.” The most impressive end  moment I'm just finishing
of level encounter iovobees a Doahde Dragon and I'm just
stack of spinning about to start on Double
Buddha-type stat-  Dragon [L I've been doing it for

ues. “Each oné's
very big and

there's awial lot
of them, all in all
they more than

about thrés months now. It's
all in there, the weapons, all
the baddies, & two-player
opticn. H it's as good as
Shinabi Il be well pleased!™

SHIMOBT

:CORE 033500

® Lavel two's most platiarm-inlentive section

The Verdict

GRAPHICS ............

Great fast moving sprites.
Huge end of lewel foes,

SONICS ............ 0/71%

! Strong sonics on 128K machine —
W Mone at all on G4K1

GRAB FACTOR ... 91%

The right mix of difficulty and
playability.

18%

STAYING POWER.81%
Ovar 16 completely differant stages
) Bonus life feature.

| Briliant conversion of an arcade pace
setier.
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CONTINENTAL
CIRCUS

| Virgin Games
| @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk I
Jjoystick/keys |

"Wo're going to the cirous™ the AA office
cheered! “1 want to see the lons" said Steve,
“The clowns, we want the clowns” cried Pat
and Adam together, And me? [ want to
goe the Ferrarl! Because the clrous
that's coming to town ain't
clowna but cars, and race time
is drawing near.

Omna hundrad of the mast
sophisticated motor veh.i;:ina
ever to grace tho tarmac are
lined up for the Bracllian
Grand Prix. Thair three-litre
power units rattle and hum
wiiting for the off. Five seconds
and a plume of tyre smake later, the
race 15 on. Milions watch as the drivers
take corners at ridiculous speeds and pass
within nanometers of each other

GA

Ounqg@

“'ﬂw v W

.......

6 lor quick
grarting practios, otherwise
you'll  fin won places slipping
away on the firet straight, The lights change
fast, 8o rev up and stay sharp.

When vou [nally get to change into top
grear and blast down the straight, got set to
hold on tight. This ones a humdinger (yup
your hum will be dinging like never bafors),

Top speed is a fine balance of drive-
ability and nerve jangling pace.
Exact and well timed movement
8 necessary to weave your

through the feld, and driving
on the grass is even permit-
tod during real on-the-edge
dicing.
Each track hag an intra
tune and Hitle jingles for sec-
tion finishes and pit stops, and a
rasounding whoosh breaks up the
engine noise when you scuttle past
somebody, The revs are more than a centinu-
ous monotone, actually changing as you

while ovartaking . This is the real
Continental Circus, a troop of

*igch . gladiators  travelling
} &) g steal chari

The tal
the tra

playablal Only WEC Le Mans has
achieved any leval of graphic clar-

accelerate, allowing you to drive by
feel, igmoring the displays.

Motor racing s tough of course -
and g0 is Circus. The real danger
lies in the other competitors, not
the track. Drivers seem positively

e of
cks

1=Brazil :
2 i drawn to your machine, trying to T-
=America
JF bone you on sharp bends and
4=Monaco breaking suddenly as you're climb-
5= ing over thelr gearbox. A prang
Crermany :
G=Spain -:Jf:m_nn_t mesn game over though,
Y - oA T=Mexico Finishing is still possible, but you'll
] Lh&fl‘{jh. g=Ja have to push your luck and the

remaing of the car to the limits,
On every section of the track

)
3

LLLLL ALY |

Vs

i ihe end al |

“tha’ L*rﬁus To qualify 3

au gualillcation

red By he pd

there are pit lanes where the aick cars of the
world go to get medical help. Pulling ower
here causes two little mechanics to rush to
your aid, and before you can say "very nice

man" everything's fixed. Pit ]ﬂ.nes are useful
to those with ha ¥ ¥

you've got to uvena];re d
- Brazil - and finish 80th orig

complete in an allotted tims, the‘m¥rgine for
error and accident recovery getting slimmer
with every stage. If vou make it round but

48| aMSTRAD ACTION |
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haven't taken enough people then you do the
same cincuit again, starting from a higher grid
position. Success is greeted by a flag-waving
marshal and a trip to the Siates.

Life in the fast lane isn't easy in Brazil in
America it gets difficult (the first US stageis a
sprint tnal with gentle corners, long straights
and very little time) and in Japan downright
dangerous, Then of course there's the weath-

SECOND OPINION
The best driving yel for your C CPC! N vou
liked WEC but got bored with driving
round the same old circuit then Continental
Circus is the one for you. Test drive it

today! C

GREEN SCREEN
Visible and ec soumd cars (green
= peddil!

& Usually you'rs on the limit geing into a cor-
ner when the rain splatiers your visor
Traction? Forget it! When the rain starts,
attempt any high-speed comnering shod in
slicks and you'll redesign the body shell

What can a driver do to improve wet
weather Wﬁhﬂﬁﬁ = fit chunky rain
lyres by’m  tRia-Ahe-gits at the next |

f g0 it to-thy

set of pits, 80 you're forced o
g 'm section with white
hite overalls).

Break any new ground,
B_are thd and easy to

the agfades version's 3D
jlisaF dotails are ignored;
je racing. And what

—— : ]
uaplanning everywhere! The

Ly
pity swhile

iz random and doesn't feature in Brazil
(tha first race) but it adds excitement by
‘f removing the certainty that you can complete
any lap if you practice enough. The rain cuts

EEREAREEE

hUHLIFIED RANK

CURRENT RANKING
168 g0

ray you make i to the pits lor a tyre §

& Look tor 'ne statwe of JU of this Ril

The Verdict

GRAPHICS . ......19%
Fast cars, solid spritos

B Every car's yellow!

B ONEEE 5 st 83%
A tune for every track

GRAB FACTOR... 91%

The first track is easily finished
after some practice

STAYING POWER .93%
Eight tracks to race on
Increasingly difficult

Ag a racing games go this takes pole
position

Aus :TRAD ACTION ﬁ
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) “the graphics are of a high “Dragonninja l

|... apart from technical quality throughout ... equally is fun to play e
I‘I((‘"[‘l‘lc{‘, It-.;i I-ht" "ih["f" |::||'|13{i II'I"I[JI'E'SSWE' l-s thE' IT“.’SI'C S e we" . ] E‘-h;-" __ﬁ.
b playable sections that makes Rambo Il delivers fast action implemented == : Il
tun the Gauntlet entertainment.” COMPUTER and extremely | S ﬂﬂ B4
bne of the GAMES zeasmmr v addictive,” ACE "¥¢ . ==
pest multi-event 4 WEEK | s e ! = MAGAZINE .=

pames..." CRASH




Irresistibl ... an arcade—perfect Rl;lgIﬁthﬂE(:':‘:;r:.rgrctlt?gIendin Th”' S deflrmely the best f:lm
gt e b i P 9 tie-in to date, and i1s an utterly

conversion” ZZAP SIZZLER some time on.” CRASH superb game in its own right

ZZAP 64 Mupf‘rb game in " don’t miss it.” C+VG GAME Of
. every respect. e THE MONTH

C.VG HIT I ﬁ; ;iil

®
RUNTHE GAUNTLET
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ACTION TEST

OPERATION

GUNSHIP

Codemasters @ £2.99 cass
joystick/keys

Treetop level is where it's at in this “where
have I heard that name before™ helicopter sim
from Codemasters. The gamepiay? Skimming
over the surface at crazy speads with guns
cocked, missilas primad and a wicked grin on
vour face,

Your mission, however is one of mercy.
Eight hostages are being held on a senes of
islands, and your job's to get them out. The
tagk recquires clinical precision, expert tming

f -.__,-;r-“ Ew

BEORE OOL4A0
L= TR T T
UE HORE
BOMERD

THINS

and excessive force, Some are held in the
open, others are heid inside bulldings. Rescw
requires first that you trash the building and
then lower a ladder to whisk them away 1o
safety. Of course the enemy aren't 100 pleased
about you running off with their meal tcket
and will try to shoot you down

Your main armaments are chain guns and
rockets which have the powear (0 waste avary-
thing you're going to meet in this private ittle
war, The guns have an almost lmitless
amount of ammunition while your very tight
supply of missiles can do some serfous dam-
age

This Oliver Twins blast-em-up extrava-
ganaza is classic Codemasters: not much piot,
simple gameplay and very engrossing. The Lt
tle {and [ do mean Witie) chopper simply: has
o 0y armound this
) mapped world blow-
ing open houses 1o
find hostages. ﬁ get
shot &t and yo
back, nothing @
cult there at
damage rarel
ll 1o be done t
b machine and 4
only real restric
the amount of fu
Cin CAITY.
Jstart off at an allied hell bagg

rip and show them

OLIVER

"% wind the hastage in'r i

<the pace of the game @

the advantages of a
developed techno-
logical economy -
namely bigger guns!
You find the way
by using map grids
marked apound the
soTeen s border and
you'd better brusgh
upon your map read
ing skills or you'l
spend howrs wander-
ing around oser the
seq Jooking for some-
thing to kill. This is actually the most depress-
ing part of the game. You've rescued seven
out of the aight and have 1o spend your Jast
fow dropa of fuel trying to hunt down that last
hostage. It makes fnding oDeedles In
haystacks look a doddle.
There's no subtiety
involved in flying this
gunship, no up or down,
just forward turnm and
reverse. The weapons
available are machine
guns and mizsiles, each
launched separately and
aimed with ohe of those
ever popalar mowing cur-
sors. Bullets take time to
déestroy  things, missiles
are more instant but are harder to replace.
Onece you spot hostages, diving in 1o res-
cug them is pretty tricky. To lower a ladder
you've got to be directly over the top and stay
stationary, and this makes you rather vulnera-

SECOND OPINION
"A greal budget game, il has ail the usual
Ofivers irademarks. Not for the “sophisii-
caled’ player, however - buf than who
needs sophistication when you can bias!
like this!™ PMcD

GREEN SCREEN
Ciperation Greenship is sill playable

ned difficult to
dead stop ovar
ashes irritating

e Not only this bt ivs
bring & moving helicoptar to
at a precise point. A panal
messages at you, winding

0 YA N
oppositione<The- iddn 19 %o
that-aftel spaié hightf o -

whila "'Wd

You -::l.‘lﬁr hawe hich means

SCORE
SERARCH RAND
RESCUE HORE

1 Up as you r‘

H
oonos>o

PREISONERS

the chopper has to be very tough. This allows
you just to hang around over a hostage
regardiess of what forces are on the ground,
thus denying the need to develop any real
skill. If the game had been buillt ajound mote
lives with less armour and a quicker drop off
with less fuel the game would
have been {ar, far better. What
could hawe besn a fast, wicky
bout of blasting has basome a
siow and fiddly exercise

All the other aspects of the
R game are freparably harmed

I, and much good work s
{ squandered. The incidental
graphics are up w0 Ned
Adamson’s usual excellent
standard, especially the
unfurling of the games screen and the bril-
liant explosions. A budget game of high quali-
ty is not classic Oliver's fare, so Treasure
Island Gunship won't be following. Which
leaves them free to work on more EGGiting
projects for Christmas ™

FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE

The Verdict
GRAPHICS 69%
SONICS 70%
vtk cnsdr diaits
GRAB FACTOR 59%
B Difficult to find peopls 10 rescue

STAYING POWER 73%

| Ve

64%
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Rick Dangerous.....

Indy Jones & Las:

Mew Zealand Story..5.99
Barbarian 2.............7.25
Vighant® ...........c.....T.25
Bubble Bobble 2......7.25

SPECIAL
REDUCTIONS
Flintstones......... 2499
Pmm ............. 3.95

Castle
Computers

Battle of Britain...

Battle For hidhﬁ]l....?.?ﬁl

Johnny Reb 2 ..........
Pepasus Bridge.......
Fire ZON8 .....coccoureans

0.9
7.25

1.99
599

3.95
455
299

CONFLICTS 2

Fﬁgl'rl Path ?3?...... d .99
By Fair Means or Foul 3.95
Bards Tale ........c..c0ne- 299
e 299
MRTE.coeieeiinne 298
Twin Turbo V8 ........2.99
Grand Prix Sim.......2.98
Rugby Sim..............2.99
Minja Massacrs........2.99
1.00

Krypton Factor ...

Clever & Smart.......
b P L
HIROK...c.cc.cceve e

.2.9‘9
299
0.50

..... 0.50
w0250
050
w50
L

/5.99
it 9

Castle Software
2 William Clowes Street,

Burslem,

Stoke-on-Trent
Tel: 0782 575043

GB Air Rally ...

Batman l...............689
...189
. 1.59
299
289
e 1.99

Football Manager Il .4.99
Quanet ................1.99

Road Runner...........1.99
Gauntiet 2...............1.99
1942 ... 299
Knightmare.............1.99
Spy V Spy Trilogy...3.95
Strip Pokars 2+ .......3.95

Jackal ... .....189
Femandez Must Dis _2.99

Battle of Britain

Theatre Eurcpe 1.00 Calfornia Games....2.99

Techno Cop.......3. 95

Tobruk

ALL 3 GAMES

OMLY £4.99

OTHERS

GFL Baseball...........
Colour of Magik........

1.00
1.00
1.00

1.99

Bob's Full Housa ... 3.95

Heroes of the Lance. 5.95

259

1.59

Thunderbirds .....6.95

1.00

Through the
Trapdoor_.............1.00
K+....... A Oﬂ

Dark Sceptre ..........1.00
Blockbusters............2.99
Blood Brothers........2.99

Bullseye..................2.59

.. 188
209

SKATE CRAZY
HOW ONLY
£2.99

WARSTRATEGY
Austerfits ...........c..... 359
Vulcan w398 -l
Waterriuo ................. 389 )

199

All orders under £5 please add 75p towards Pustagn & Packing.
All orders over £5, Postage & Packing FREE
No Overseas orders please.
All in stock items despatched by return
Please state Amstrad in all orders

GHAND PRIX CLASSIC
SELECTION COLLECTION

Semerieris Sheol, Frot By,

Champ Spant, Super Harg On,

Supar Sphrd
ALL 3 ONLY £4.99

Pyamarama
Batha of the Panets
ALL FOR ONLY £2.99

TAKE 4
Rocon, Thing On A Sprng.
Progect Future, Supemlauth
ALL 4 NOW ONLY
£1.99

Summer Giames 1,
Summer Games 2,
Winier Games

ONLY
£7.95
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CHRISTMAS
COLLECTION

Do you want frenzied shoot-am-up action, &
collection of somae the best outer and inner
space blasting ever seen on & CPC! Then
wiaich out for the Chrisimas Collection from
Hewson, it's a hot ope and it's coming this
way

Uridium, Lightforce, Cybernoid IL

Eliminator, Exolon and Hydrofool are the
games, the CPC is the computer and rip
snorting fun 18 the result. Hewson have 1ong
enjoyed a reputation as prodoecers of some of
the best looking and fiendishly hard games t
hit the market. Superstar programemes Raff
Cecco and [rends have put togethor Some
truly mind bending games, and now you can
enjoy the best of Hewson with the

Christmas Collection,

Star of the show is Exolon. a Cecco clas-
sic. Run amound & spacé station encountenng
all the usual tricks and traps. Infurfatingly
difficulr it has the trappings of the much later
Stormiord. The graphic style may have aged

a wouch but the gameplay’s as intense as
aver and is guaranteed to have you tear-
ing your hair ouf tying to solve thal next
stage

Cybernoid 11, AA3S Mastergamo, 15 &
soquel that takes you deep into the heart
aof a pirate starship. Ouick and constant
blasting and def joystick contral will see
you through this visual sxtravaganza that
threatend to give shoot'em ups a good
mame A molid breaker and & joystick snap-
par af the highast degrea,

Undum and Lightforce are two more tra-
diticnal finger aching shoot outs. Hardoors
firepower for those wha live to waste count
less alien nasties for no olber reason (o
it's fun

Hydrofoal s the wildcard, ascaping from
the outer space motll and going into the
water. You get to explone a strange and puz-
tling undersea world, all drawn out in three
dimansions.

The rotten apple in the bamel s
Eliminstor. A shoot-8m-up of S0TS, IUS Just
not fast enough to make the grade on s
owrL. Packaged in this sort of company. how-
ever, it's more than a welcome {flber

Hewson have been producing quality
gamas since the CPC was a4 twinkle in Mr
Sugars wallet, which means that any compi-
lation featuring their greatest hits will be
great indead ™

8

e

o -

| THE SCORES ON THE DOORS

Cybemold [ AATS 90% Mastergame
Eliminator AA48 57%

Exalon AAM 93% Mastergame |
Hydmofool AAZZ B5%  Rave
Lightforce AAIE 90% Rawe
Uniclium AAYT 8%

The Verdict
AA RATING 87%

Awesome package, learsome fun!

THE STORY SO
FAR, VOL 4

The second eight it
sedection box from Elite
brings mixed blessings.
The chance to get to
grips with Aliens is wel-
come as one of the best
movie licences of all
time as you chase those
ectomorphs around. The
rest ot Ripley and Co
down rather badly.

1 The other five are OK, but they don't grab
| you by the joystick port Grying play me. As a
| gift it wouldn't go amiss, but as a pressie

buy ask Santa {or something else,

Waonder Boy's & running, jumping platform
gamo and adds nothing to the genre [ its
B00R W0 Epawn 4 sequel). Ghostbusters (the
followr up to this baby will be haunting us at

B3 amsTraAD Acrluu_|

Chriztmas as well) has you gunning down
naughty spocks. The Eidodon takes you Ume
traveling in a desarted obd house and Back
to the Future follows the plot of the film,

but does so with graphics so inept it's hard
to believe. But youwe got o look on the
right side, there could be a sequel to this on
the way too!
The package offers no real support to its
jeader, mose an excnss 1o il blank tape than

make serogs games. Some games stand the
test of tme and Abens i one of them.
Swangely they were all reasonable successes
in thelr day despite critical hammenng, 50
they may sell on nostalgla value alone. “The
first gama | over played was . ™

THE HARD FACTS i

Aliens AALT 9%0% Rave
Back to the Futme Mot reviewed

The Eidolon AAZ BBX
Ghosthusters AAl 2R
Chaartet AAZS 3%
Wondar Boy AAZ4 BB%
The Verdict
AA RATING 76%

B A bundle of games |& only as strong as
it's weakest game, and Quartaf |8 really
quite dire
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PAPERBOY

One of the most of~-heat
and amusing arcades
ever to hit the srests,
Paperboy makes a wel-
come return to your CPC,
courtesy of Encore. Your
job s o guide a
Paperboy around  his —
naighbourhood delivering papers. Pﬂmts are
eamnead by correct deliveries, smashing the
windows of those who aren't on your round
and avoiding hazards such as the ‘Biffa

® Garl an your Bko in Paperboy

Bacon” bully.

Graphically the arcade accuracy is oul-
standing but the lack of music makes the
whole game feel hollow. There's only one
TouTa o follow but the variation of people and
obstacles you can mest, make this mare than

a challenge. ™
The Verdict
GRAPHICS ... ... 69%

iColourful characters.
SONICS ..o 00%
W Silence is boring!
GRAB FACTOR 83%
CJ Arcade magic.
STAYING POWER .7T6%
B Only the one routel

AA RATING

O Outstanding budget release

THUNDERCATS

See the cartoon, play with the toys, eat the
crisps and now another chance to play the
game. A fast paced hack ‘n' slagh jambores
Thundercats is head and shoulders above
most other cartoon/computer cross overs, As
Lion-O wou are in search of the aeye of

MONTY ON THE
RUN

[ feal like a spoilt child at someone
A eise's birthday party, but it's got to
be said, Monty On the Run stinks!
Somehow this game won & place
in the hearts of millions of CPC
owners the world over It may
have inspired games like
Dirzy but historical interest
does not & good game make!
A 49 screen complex has to be
arp]med by this most loathabie of moles. As

o

The Verdict
GQRAPHICS ... 25%
B Graphics show their age
SONICE . 73%
0 Nice muzak

GRAB FACTOR e 236%

B Trial and error gameplay kills inter-
ast

STAYING POWER uuensd9%

B Only 43 screens|

B Once a classic (7) now a museum
piece

he finds his way around he is attacked by
fearsome baasts such as teapots! The graph-
jcs are Jaughably dated and only the music
helps pull i out of the mire of complate
farco, An average game in is day, an
appalling game now, ™

Thundera, a jewellsd sword sacred to the
Thundercals

This little trinket has besn tea leafed by
Mumm-ra and his Molemen. Getting it back
involves crossing fourteen very vaned levels
of high sposd monster mashing and trap
dodging. Lion-0 muns along a horizontally
gcrolling oomidor jumping and ducking
objects and enemies. There are bonus
weapons to collect and a whole host of mon-
sters to kill, Three sub-games bring in the
rest of the team who have to be rescusd -
Tygra, Wilykit and Panthro,

Digitised pictures, parallax scrolling and
great music boost up this already sirong
game. The only draw back belng the graphic's
obvious Spectrum origing. Still, they move
well and the pace soon has you igmoring

these lmitations and

-ﬂ:umpﬁu concentrating on  sur-

= vival [t's simpdy the best
budget on offer ™

5 imbo @ciign

The Verdict
GRAPHICS............. 85%
Ligitised pictures.
SONICS ... .. .. ... ... B0%
B Title tunes are OX.
GRAB FACTOR «90%

] Gets very tough, very quickly.

STAYING POWER ....86%
] 14 levels to chop it up on.

AA RATING

The best of the cartoon spin offs

| AMSTRAD ACTION |83
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The big guns are out, staking their claim on
your Christmas cash. Ocean was the first to
announce its seasonal ine-up and it looks to
be one of the strongest bands of titles over
sean in the computer market.

They tee off with Batman, the movie
licance to end all movie licences, Launched on

MG

il-—'-.n-c

—bgi

the back of a slightly suocessful film, the
caped crusader makes his third appearance
on the CPC.

This time the story is based around the
movie, following Batty as he tracks down the
evil Joker The wail leads you through the
chemicals warehouse to the final climatic bat-
tes. You even get a chance to race the
Batmobile and Batwing through the streets of
Gotham City. The scenes involving the wehi-
cles look particularly impressive as the hyped-
up and supercharged craft career around the
city centre. The Batmobile even has a grap-
pling hook for taking sharp corners!

The Untouchables, another film tie in, is
ready after nearly a year's continucus work. It
is seen by Ccean boss Gary Bracey as one of
tha most gameplay-intengive of any of the
CPC releases this Christmas. The style of pre-
sentation vares from a stand-up shoot-out
(the roaftop battle) and more traditional over-
head views.

Interpretation of scenes from the film ,
particularly the gunfight at Chicago's Central
Station, is most onginal. Elllot Ness, for it is

SCORE
TIME

411331
4:149

he, has to kill the bad guys and shepherd a
baby's pram through the crossfire. This was
oné of the most stylised shoot-outs seen in
years, and is wedl captured for the computer.

Number One with a bullet

Operation Wolf, a previous krimbo number
one, has & direct relative battling for glory this
year too — Operation Thunderbolt For those

who haven't seen the arcade game, Rt's a
stand and shoot ‘wolf type game but with
two players for extra blasting fun. The arcade
version showed distinct signs of being a Tush
job — look how easy life became when you
bought the laser sighting! — just to cash in on
the success of Waolfie.

The Ocean programmers feel they've
ironed out these problems and improved the
gameplay beyond measure, to the level it
should have been in the arcades. Ultra-viclent
two-player action and gameplay! What more
could a CPC'er ask for?”

PREVIEWS

Christmas is coming, and your wallet's getting fat - or it is if you're a software house. Trenton
Webb sizes up which games will bring in the gravy, and which will just get the stuffing...

facing some heavy duty competition from tha
other big boys. A police pursuit arcade, this
conversion has to out-drnve a whole rally of
other car games: Out Run Turbo from US
Gold, Power Drift by Activision, Hard Driving
by Domark and of course Continental Circus
by Virgin Games, which sets a pace the oth-
ers will have to follow.

Dangerous Liasons
Activision has found a well "ard mallard, in
the shape of Dynamite Dux. It may sound duff

MW 2 O ;
but don't judge a book by its cover, because it
looks like being a riot. The code was written
by Core Design - the team which produced
the chan-topping Rick Dangerous — 50 you
know that it's going to be something a littie
differant and a little spacial.

You guide Bin, a duck with a grudge, in
search of his kidnapped owner. The brave Iit-
tle dinner-in-waiting gets his wings on all
manner of toys, including a rocket launcher
and water cannon! The full review will be
here next month, so get the orange sauce and
flak jacket ready.

Wait until you're spooken two!
Ghostbusters I , the hit comedy from the
states will be opening for business here on

- AMSTRAD ACTION
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the 1st December. The game will be launched
simultaneousty with the film and could be one
of the year's biggies! So far we've only seen
screen shots, but the prospects look good.

The conversion is being done by the
Foursfiedd team, which did Incredible
Shrinking Sphere and Timescanner. The game
will be four arcade-style scenarios based on
the best bits of the film, especially stressing
the comedy.

Big Game Hunting

Christmas “89 could be a watershed for the
software market in the UK. Last year a whole
host of companies got bloody noses fighting
for the top chart slot. This year a strange
modesty seems to be gripping the purveyors
of software throughout the Jand.

“This year we're not going for a Christmas
number one, because really, it's only the mag-
azines that are interested™ was US Cold's
comment on the Christmas state of play.
“Everybody would like a number one, but it
isn't necessary for a good market share. Last
year it was Thunderblade, we even adver-
tised on TV and radio. We made it to mumber
five and still exceadad our sales targets”.

All a 'drift!

Activision too was avoiding an advance claim
on the number one spot with its hotly-tipped
Powerdrift conversion. “There's always a
kudos with the numbear one, but it's o peak
time and you can make tremendous sales!”.
Flspeak for ‘we'll boast if It happens but
wa're more cautious since Robocop shot
down Aftarburner’. Like last year, all the big
guns are licences, following the age old for-
mula: Christmas + Arcade/Film titles = Big
Bucks.

“You have to have a big name out for
Christmas if you're serious about the busi-
ness” a Virgin Games spokesperson affirmed
Ocean similarly shows faith in buying ready-
made success from the arcades and cinemas,
Its recently unveiled winter line-up consists of
Chase HQ, Batman, Operation Thundarbolt
and The Untouchables.

Why are licences so essential? Domark
cited this example * I they (the consumer)
gee a name likePictionary or Trivial Pursuit,
Hard Driving or Robocop it's something they
recognise and will buy®,

GRANNIES AND VIRGINS

What makes Christmas inleresting though is the
sirange and unpredictable influx of consumers.
There is the apparently random ‘Granny Faclor’,
where software is bought as a gift from an unin-
formed standpoinl There are the ‘Software
Yirgins' who get a first computer for Christmas.
With no games buying history, their software
purchases are likely 1o b heavily influenced by
advertisements. The trend of gift vouchers and
money as presents also injects a healthy wad of
dosh info the markel which gives the consumer
power to buy more software, allowing a more
experimental or frivolous chalce.

Here lies the rub for software producers, the
market is unnaturally unpredictable with the con-
tinual evolution of machines and coding quality.
The popularity of licences is a gamble because a
good litle costs good money and lots of it. A top
arcade licence can cost a soft warehouse around
£200,000 and a big-name maovie £50,000. When
these costs are coupled with investment in

development and the advertising (8 double
colour page in a markel leader costs around
£2,000] to give the launch impetus, a game has lo
hit just to cover the nitial investment. The risks
are now too high for an all-out hype war becauss
while winning has rewards the penalty lor failure
Is too daunting to consider. What's more, with
the cument threal 1o home micro verslons of
arcades hits from the console boys, this could be
the las! of the salad days and apparently sasy
Christmas money.

The software industry has, over the Last year,
grown (o mee! the needs of & more mature mar-
kel. A huge ad’ campaign is no longer enough
and the success of a game s dependenl of a
myriad of influences for it fo sell well and quickly
enough 1o leap into the number one slol. With
games costing up to £20, who can blame the
public for caition and relying upon réviews and
word of mouth belore buying a product? Dont
befieve the hype!

PUBLIC POWER

The public are a1 last beginning to gain some
respect as discorning consumers, intoleran! of
insults like Out Run. Advertised hrﬂﬁinﬂy the
game generated Immense inlerest and pre
mhmulu, hﬂhmrﬂngpn—odudmlmh-

With so many comverslons flooding the mar-
ketplace a fitle alone no longer guarantees suc-
cess - the conversion has to be convincing as
U5 Gold was the first 1o acknowledge. “A licence
won't sell if the code is rubblsh”,

But what of original
games - is Chrisimas a graveyard
for an ‘unknown' commodity? “i
you go don't go for a licence you
can still do good business, but over
& longer period. Who hoard anything
ol Aflerburner or Operation Woll two
woiks after Christmas?” was the
opinion of Microprose. Mon-icence
products may not have the same
immediate impact but do enjoy (i
they're any good) longevity and suf-
fer ks from the hype today forgot-

@ Out Rum: Hyped to death. "A Hoenco won't sell i the code |s rub- The major dif this

year Is that none of the big houses

will be pushing a single product.
Mone |8 ready to commit iiself to a chart spear-
head with the assoclated hype but all are secking
# broader platform 1o ensure good markel shans.

bish" US Gold says now.

dire, sharing none of the magic of its arcade par-
efl.

“A low years back software companies - our-
selves Included - bought strong me and
Just tumed oul games Zggess
relying on the sirength 2
ol the title to sell. Now
we're buying lcences
for film and arcades
and turning out quality
products  thal  back
them up” was Ocoan's
response - the compa-
ny proved the point
with the ‘game of the
year' and Chrisimas
numbses one Cparation
Woll plus the record
breaking Robacop.

@ Robocop: Quality licencoware from Ocean,

T Tr————
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VIGILANTE

The sound of a breaking bottla shattars the
chill night air The streel punk glances nes-
vously about, worried about who — or what -
s In the alley with him. A sickening thud
accompanies a fist driven into his face... the
Vigilante has struck, and smiles as he delivers
a few more quick blows to disable his oppo-
nant. They've taken his lady hostage, they've
made her suffer, now it's their tumn!

It's the usual sad and sorry tale of a thug
whose girlfriend has been taken by force. He
finds out, gots all worked up and swears
revenge (vawn). The gang have to be tracked
to their hideout and battles ensue an route
{double yawn). The villains are very sporting
about the whole thing, though, standing in
line waiting to be beaten up, not piling on at
tha first opportunity (ZZZzzzzer) After a num-
ber of levels and remarkably similar battles
the good guy wins and gets his lady back
(boredom coma)

Vigiiants promises Little and unfortunately
delivers in terms of game mechanics. Fighting
games are traditionally short on plot, lacking
in gameplay but strong in a more indefinable
way, making them incredibly addictive fare
Maybe there's some deep nooted need in all

gamesplayers to belt people in the mush!

The Vigilante is a man with a mission, but
i limited vocabulary
in body language
He has tw wadde
along a4 horzontally
scrolling cityscape
killing the street
punks who descend
upon him in ones
and twos, not the
pack of wild dogs
you'd imaging.
There are distinct
types of punk and
each will ottack in &
certain fashion and
survive a set number
of clean hlows - the
ginger haired ‘Jimmy' clones punch to the
head but collapse after one good shot, for
example.

The fighting is static; you simply stand
there and trade blows until someone falls
down. You can't duck out without taking vast
numbers of knees to the nose and you are
unahle to spring about and attack on the siy
from the back. The only choice is which
kick/punch do you
want to use next. The
Vigilante calls the
shots because the evil
bikers just stand there
while some show-off
puts his foot in their
face!

The game iz made
difficult in two notice-
able respects. Firstly
there is a tUme limit
which, while not tight,
still forces you to push
forward and gain
ground whenever pos-
sible Secondly,
because of the mad
gunman who sporadi-
cally pops into play and
shoots more than his

mouth off.

Other than these two
foices vou can and
shouldd do well and
quickly finish the game.

Vigilante himeeif has a
very noticeable resem-
blance to the Target
Renegade  bod,  but
without the twin broth-
1. The sprtes are large,
blocky and on the whols
don't mowve that well
There are exceptions,
especially with the lead-
o7 of the lovel two gang
He does & really neat
back-flip, but the sur-
prising thing is that he's
over aight feet tall

There should ba noth-
ing to drag you back to Vigilante once you've
played. The graphics, hard to see on a colour
screen, are all but invisi-
ble on green. The game
is unoriginal and
tadioiis, the music just
managing to b
mediocre. Yet Vigtante
manages, by some mira-
cla, to have that addic-
tive quality only the
roplest of games pos-
sess. With Vigilante it's
the idea, the knowl-
edge, that not only can
you win but you should
win that drags you back
time and time again.

CORE

FIRST DAY TARG

Finish the game

The Verdict

GRAPHICS . ___30%

They're there, and they all work..
W . just!

SONICS. 30%

Average sound effects,

GRAB FACTOR. _.82%
It's s0 easy to play youll ba hooked
immediataly.

STAYING POWER 22%
B It's 50 easy vou'll finish it in no time

AA RATING 63%

The game you'll go for when you feal
mean and want to make someons else
suffer.




The dynamic wordfinder for

home and business use

* Over 10,000 synonyms
and antonyms

* Mearly 1,000 main
subject headings

#* Extra rapid word search

* Can selecl over 70
words at a time

* Simple operation

* Flexible “roam’ facility

* Canbeusedasa
Thesaurus .

* Compatibla with Protaxt rom . x .

SPEECH! TAPE £4.95 DISC £7.45

Your CPC can now talk back for as
little as £4.95!

Speech! is an incredible piece of coding. Needing no extra hard-
ware and taking up just 8K of memory, it converts your CPC's
sound chip into a full-blown speech synthesiser!

Onca installed you can call it from your programs with a single
RASX - plus you can fully configure it to speak in any accent or
pitch, through any of the three sound channels.

Due to a bulk purchase we can offer this unique program 1o you
for less than half price. But place your order soon as they're sure
to be in high demand.

Tape Disc
HRRP £9.95 £14.95
Our Price £4.95 £7.45

AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY FROM US!

gmcmm

SWIFT SELECTION PLUS pisc £9.95

I 21 EXCLUSIVE PROGRAMS

2 Player Chass

Superh mpresentation of 3 chess board and pisces, includng il
rapords of @ach move - ideal for playing a fend. of play-by-mal
gETas

Arcadians Revenge  Space kvaders Ik you've neved seen them bolore. Ths game i
packed with fast ared furious acSon Thal will ksl your wits & The ke

Claustrophobla Your spacethio has onshed iNlo BN UNChENed DNl and you BOp
1o ke stuck in 8 mare-lios sructure, with pans of your rockel scal-
tmrad throughout it Wil you find them all befsn your crypen nuns
our?

Youne tha fomeman i B el widgel Eactody B Fava Db Sodn-
tly lockasd in owiimagnL WHaTS worts e mEchinesy LeamiE 10 keve
& mind of s 0w, v has defindely pot B in for you. WAl you s The
gl T

Dimec Catad oegruse Fomertu! @i catalogued. Optins ol GAomahs fennmg o e
ing of programs at a key press, easy selection of User or Drive, ecase
speific files or all backeipe, reasme Ses and add Gies i your GEcs
Sipicity iteal 1 use.

1t you have a Guliar, This is he program for you. it shows you how to
play 48 diferent choeds - and i helps you tene your gusar foo!

Jat Pack Santa Heip Santa to delfver his presents while avoiding al the aliens and
obstacles Fast action acade-gama with many difforerd levels
L] A handy Wity 10 ket all your henction iy Cefinons

Gkt e rogs 10 Salety Aorod The nOdd and Mver, irrosding e Dl
o BN run O OF drowenineg. Maoady Dhiraried warpion of e popuiar
tavgi e

Lita Thes oic clessie. Croate your cwn Mo lorrs and waich them evolv.

An okly tad a poody, Desgned o Buatrale the power of Te
Procmsutes Uiy,

Manber Wind

Mator Mawar You've DOUQh & Mdw mMolor mower for JoUr cvangrown garden. Bt
can you ouf all the grass wilhou! nanning mlo B fiowoes bads, rocka

and walks?

30 Action & s besl Can you Tl b
munchies gol youT And Il you do
and The reat?

n &l the squares bDelore The
you Vv e rend el

Othalic Hard 1o deat wersion of the o favourite, emturing two deficuty levels

Panic G of the all-tme daes: iedders and bireels garess. Thes ane phisty
of purries 1o Solve with lobs of Meares oul 30 Qe you

Palience Graphically excelen! semulshon of ond of thi MOS! PopUR VersQng
o Patence. Sam yoursed the hussle of sufling. desling and manig-
wiating & neal deck of cands.

Immisneoly powerhdl ofiity tat adds the Serihdity of Proceduret 1o
your Basic plograms. Mow you niesd never uts & GOSUB agen
(ohon fompeling the bne fusmbens) beciuss you Can now call procs-
dures by name!

Space Bape Can you save The Space Base from destrachon? Wish alless coming
al you hom all sdes m fasier and mone deadler waves, will you res-
s e base beforo yourt shheds ane doploted T

Anether mius! or purrle addicts. § beautiully desipned Boresns ae
scramblad. Can yoad resione the o ther onginal sise?

Wihisl A wal-oesipned and hard-io-Deal verson of The @ card pame of

s

A extEngve arcade adventury wheoh, i € oen demage Yo brain
will cortainly iednee your oy shok in 8 soimier stale

STILL ONLY £9.95!

Please tick the program(s) you require

Tape Disc
Pandora £24.95 () £29.95()
Keyword — £29.05 ()
Swift Selection Plus — £9.95( )
Speech! £4.95 () £7.45 ()

ORDER FORM

| enclose a cheque/Euro cheque/PO made payable to:
SWIFT SOFTWARE

Name b
Address _

Posteoda: =~ Tel.

SWIFT SOFTWARE AA11, 347 LONDON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE, STOCKPORT, SK7 6AA. 061-477-8405




S.D.C. 60 Boston Road, London, W7 3TR

Other branches at 309 Goldhawk Fmdd London W12 BEZ
18 Market Square, Leighton Buzzard, Beds. * 675 Holloway Rd, Archway, London N19.
* Unit 33-34 Rumford, Market Street, Romford , Essex (Open 7 days a week 10am-8pm)
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, Bet, [
Mhaza, Doy 5. Baghgarmmey, Selt, AAP OUR q Groan Borot
E;l:uuanu Tnﬂ.v%:.lhﬂ Sy i i
, M, Spac S, el Figh, 7
kasw, brfwmes, Ciost, Fantey Land, Space :g WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS
Basp, Plarwre, “loppeng Hsbert, Tynaesls, T ;3 1 ONLY D650, ISC C13L85
Bore, Day af 1 Faces, Luar Laneeg. Sece - T 1
Spuch PUD Fbscu, Hghrie, Crage, BN | BOMBOr .o...corrrs e o B8 T8 138 Combat SRt v e = 1 “"m,' E:'m"
A TEe
GAME SET AND MATCH Py -
OMLY D199 (DRIC C12.00) T DARK FORCE
i - aoe- LR ONLY £8.99 MSC £12.50
Featunng: Basustbal, Socoer. Vaull e e | LNl
Swamimerg, Shoobing, miyn FagFe 1 oot e A58 W EE 5 3 Db
:m Tnpp:Jump. ""'"'i"';"‘"'i T‘-EWP# 1;1{5 LEE T ] -y - #irs ]
g Pong, Pisio! Shooting. Cycing. Faxaiteal Ciruciar 1 (Erme: el s — T A i IRTee
Springboard Diving, Gase Salom 1 tacttaal T 'ﬂﬁ ;:: 113:
. Fr— TR T T AW 1
eyt W o8 —
e g LT 3 LEL b S STAR1
Squash Gnocaen Podl Vot et B T i Gt W T v a5 ' OHLY DL
et L T i B -
o = Fatry Duigia Socow Marage W i A% a8 159 Spirdizry » Toids »
Fraghs Fiora T Al s P s W Do Wiesg 1l -
LEADERBOARD PAR 4 | S Fpaiet (1] 4w 51 L ia 3 ashy v Paradne -
OMLY £10.99 Lasnim T A T T T W 40 | Bosnex
DNSC £14.50 TS 1-: 199 2 4 A
ks e ¥ T
Laadarbost Mg S T T T .. B
Laaderboard Tournaman, Mormhae e L L = IRP : GAME SET & MATCH 2
Warid Class Laaderboard e e -G~ Sy T 4 A DMLY £7.00 DISC £12.80
CEearase T BT T fﬁﬂ_m ey - | ?: H#ml g foTE
Cipmeaion Mepars RS 680 1000  Femardmr bt e g A mﬂﬂ-u“;;ﬂl atch,
Crarata War B85 A% T0S0 T ;
& PACK WOL 3 Chmon Lorrtgs BB T8 1158 Knghmas W Al Super Hang On,
OMLY E7.25 DISC ©10.50 Py S 1] (LT T ;ﬁ}mw-u ::ﬁ 1: frnch 'n Fim
Gls! Going Purglo Subven Cuye Al w s DR e T :‘D"MWWM_
Prasartay Fiae} Hmat TR T T a“msp"“‘"“' ::: !':g‘ Sheve Dt Sncoher,
Endurn Facar Flarr, i 11 e [T T Toats. 2 T a9 Pk Fakdo's Opan
oo L — i % us g s .
J 11 i T &
Living Daylghis P Tra Clas. et TR T BUDGET GAMES =i
St & Dot il oW 0@ Burwn 219 | CONPUTIN CLARNICS QLY
it A% 4% jom  Comeanan ig = £2.99 DISC £6.90
[Ere— T T i ragn
“’TN:L:'IE“W‘T Fmta v Dl T [T T ] l'-;'-"""" :::_ Do Dwaire
COMLY T4 — AN M ne B
Bomb Jack Enorm Lowd..._.. B A 080 mﬂf""'ﬂ ;g | I,T;:" Eagies Hem
Commant Toecta, 830 T80 s  Powebom Smulsee 298 | Caukiron il
Airwcl The Flaal S omby e ae TH N % |
| Thursiartinis 1250 '_;H ke :uﬂﬂ-rn- ‘JE
e A T i CHARTBUSTERS OMLY £5.08
Timirs of Lo L 5t LR 1080 w‘-a'wwﬁ 2
[ :
STORY 20 FAR IV TostEn 40 B8 1G80  Supe Cyole % Grostbussers, FA Cup Foothal
| CMLY £0.99 Socat Btpen BJE 488 RSN Wed Oames 56 :-:.Rh:m.qu Hinja
- - - asinr, Rasputin A Liss
s Trge Ty CRRCERCEN  ovstcks i et
Eichalon « o Py B 8o Chaptat 155 Joprts B T Cotl, Way of Enpsl Fmd,
Back To The Fulurg | Woar i i Pt - = Py S00 Jwpwion s e Formuls 1 Simuiator, Bran
Wi L flars (1 B850 WSS Daiatef fugebodsd Joyitas i Tl Jinch, Supensiar, | Ball, Park
Duariet | = i T T~ T —————y s e | Pairol, Thrst War Carns, Hirey
[ L
AN CLAN ST SIS PLEALS COMTECT UG BOR PRICES AND) LIST (F SOFTRBRE ol s ]
SUPREME CHALLENGE [ Tamo com oFs B CROND ONLY 000 | [ PESBANCATILN | [ MEGA GAMES vOL OME |
OMLY [6.95 DISC 110,99 | OMLY T899 [ Thasgh ot T [ 4 | | OMLY POUN DNOC £12 09 T 0 |
Eisa, Srangier wms"r‘:m Coarytary, Padatr s Gt + Exiodon Filt | | iieinaiu Cybmod, Cuflkdne agil 1 Owvariancier » Hopping Mad +
Tewris, Ace i, mm:“h"t m‘“yt Kirun Cormbl Thoed, Mm-h r’;:;:“ Toigcn, Tousr O Foma, Bleesd roher, | | Space Harrer « L « Lot s « |
St Aaragace Tt Prgach, Piiee. | | e pigmar Fharcules, Mt of e Ui, Blocd sy | | Bleyond los Palace
= — —-I——-—-————--—---—-----ﬂ“-‘-
™5.5.C. OROER FORM (AMSTRAD ACTION mtmh'rgm " Personal Callers Only
| Piease send the foliowing titles. BLOCK capitals please! Name____ |
| Type of computer B SREN |
i 4 ’ L Addrass — — 1
i Tile:- [ Amaount |
| Postcode —— '
|
Total Enclosed £ | Tel. No.— \

Ploass make chieg poatal 'ﬁ" 16 S.0.C.
Crdiars under Espluam S0p par lan-aF't of £5 PAP is free.
Eurcpe please add £1 par tapo, olstwhere add £1.50 pas tapa.

————— — — — — — T ——— R ——



ACTION TEST

A

THE NEW

Weighed down under

The Eiwi, a Dightless bird found only in New
Zealand, is & relative of the now extinct Moa

ZEALAND STORY

Ocean @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk I;’l'z'hﬂ“f’ "‘W";:‘;ﬁ':“ ‘?b‘m‘*:i'a
mhm"’. & Coming up for gir aller & quick dip ! . t : n e il
e agy is about a pound in weightl, Hence
3 : the extraordinary nofse made during laying.
i - -
g Tiki Kiwi has a problem weapon instead of fruit which can be collact The Kiw is New Zealand's na

hiz pals have been invited ed for even better firepower. Some baddies
to tea by Wally Walrus - are on balloons, which can be hijacked and
as the main coursal used to get to difficult sections. There are
Without further ado, thea undarwater scenes where Tiki dons a swim-
|| Nightless New Zealander gitit and must keep re-surfacing for axygen
i sets out on a rescue mis-
gion. Armed only with a
bow and amow, he enters Wally's domain

intent on thwarting his evil plans and getting SECOND OPINION

emblem, and it is a little kmown fact that a
sports team is not allowed to congragate
unless it hos the word “Kiwis" somewhere in
its title,

his friends back 10 the safety of Auckiand zoo. "Going for the culesy vole is fine, so
Wally Walrus has his caverns well guarded, long as you hit the mark. NZS quite
however, with his cronies ranging from simpiy dogsn, because the graphics
boomerang-wielding aborigines to  blood are so poor, Rather a pify, buf there it
sucking bats =" SC

S0 Tikd sets off umping onto platiorms, GREEN SCREEN
over walls, and generally flattening the oppo-
sition. He reaches a cago, opens i, and the
first Kiwi i& free! Only 19 more to go.

Everything fits together well \"..
> make the gameplay spot on
The continuous background instantly
hummahble tune js cute encugh to make your
toes curl (Stock & Co could get hall a dozen
number ones out of it — it really is that bad!}
Spot sound effects are falrly basic.

Tha thing that lets the game down badly,
however, is its abysmal graphics, which are
l-defined and blocky. Soma have a tendancy
o merge in with the background, making
them difficult to spot. The arcade machine's
great attraction was its cuteness, and this has
not come across on the CPC. Sad (o say, poor
graphics spoll what would otherwise be an
axcellefl game. AW

No befter, and no worse

FIRET DAY TARGET SCORE

The Verdict
o GRAPHICS ... 20%
The New Zealand Story is an immensely SONICS ...........»50%

playable platform game having that unde-
fined quality that keeps you coming back for
mope. The action is fast and furious, each
lewe] having a time limit which counts down
o the appearance o an invincible dragon =
50 there’s no tme to hang
around. Collision with most
nasties doesn't actually kill
youd, but they are
all armed with a §

vanety of missiles, B G @ CECODE —
Siich fsoet ceatelis e | " - T AA RATING 65%

M&m,bm Nice gamea, shame about the
e @ Aboul to frée your first kivd grapiics
creature drops a

Cute, sugarsweol t
B ... that drives you mad very soon!

GRAB FACTOR ... .T0%
Easy to get going, and you'll want to
keep going, too

STAYING FI‘JWEH 88%

20 progressivea screen
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DBALROG

What's this — no Pilgrim? Alas no, for he has fled, as would we all, in

It's true. The Pilgrim is departed
for ever. But in his place is Balrog,
a new and fearless adventurer,
who will tread where no others

dare...
Avon out soon!

Software house Topologika will very soon
be releasing its new game Avon to hordes
of eager CPC owners.

Described a8 “a  Shakespearean
tragedy of our time...” Avon could perhaps
be called The Bards Tale! Disk-based with
on-line help, it will, as with all
Topologika’s games have no examine com-
mand.

The Pilgrim complained requilarly about
this omission, but Balrog will give you his
own judgement next month...

Hint book sale

Following last month's story on Infocom
titles, Castle Computers got straight on
the phone to say that not only is it the sola
remaining supplier of Infocom games for
the CPC, it has managed to get hold of
loads of Infocom hint books. These are:

Wishbringer, Deadlins, Witness,
Seastalker, Lurking Horror/Station Fall®,
Starcross, Spellbreaker, Planetfall,
Cuthroats, Suspended, Ballyhoo,

Moonmist, Enchanter, Plundered Hearts/
Beyond Zork®, Infidel, Hitch Hikers Guide
to the Galaxy, Sorcerer, Mind Forever
Voyaging, Suspect, Zork 3, Beaurocracy/
Hollywood Hijinks*. (Items marked * are
double-packs.)

The normal RRP of these books is
£6.98, but while stocks last Castle
Computers is offering them at £3.99 each.
Ring 0782 575043 10 check for availability.

8o Amﬁf_nnn ACTION |

the 8-bits! B

on

Level 8 — author of over 15 top- “People have been declaring

solling adventures since its the death of the adventura mar-

inception In 1981 - has ket for years, so Scapeghost

announced that its latest release,  is an appropriate final

Scapeghost, 1s 1o be Its last. release”

Deslgner Pate Austin Level 9 has in fact

explains the decision of the com=  developed a new 16-bit

pany — responsible for such clas-  only development system,

slcs 25 Red Moon, Return fo and will not produce any more

Eden and Gnome Ranger-to Amstrad games as “the 16-bit -

quit the 8-bit scene: machines sell more games”, e ]
dad news indeed for all CPC
adventurers, Balrog demanded

el 1o know [f there was any way

| Pete would change his mind

=..only il Seapeghost sells
mane than we expect..”

Apparently the 8 bit conver-
sions of Lancelof and Ingrid's
Back have soid poory compared
to the Amiga and ST versions.
Lovel 9's new 16-bit only system
will be much mare arcade orlen-
tated, with joystick and mousa
control.

Balrog is glad not 1o be in
their shoes &t the PC Showl

out the another {yes, anotier)
ture writer has been released
CRC:

It's called Adlan and 15 pie
Graduate Software [the
CPM on ROM) Adlan's sp
sound very imp

ed with adventure

and format.

hat the GPG-now has

and now Adlan)
the full review of all the

PAW. Ger

Clrearorn



ADVENTURE

Clue
pot

Thanks to Howard Swains, Joan
Pancott, Jerome Young and Sue
Isley for these tips. If you've got
any hints and tips you want to
pass on to your fellow adventur-
ets, write to Balrog, Amstrad
Action, 4 Queen Street, Bath BA1

Tha Big Sleaze

In Pait One you can drive to the bank, police
station, Joe's Diner, Imrahd Street, 21st Street.
Malie sure you examine the car before getting
I, K

Return to Eden

To get past the fence, play stalk and twigs to
the ants and they will follow you to the fence
wiere they will then break it down.

; '-I']Jn{mmrirrsagm}laﬂﬁ wh:ﬂusnandﬂdm
the minefisld.

Luri:ln'g-llmwn'r- _
The glass wall in the computer room is & red

herring. There is no disk for the prof’s comput-

Br.

Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy
Feed the sandwich to the dog to avold it eating
the minlature space feat. Put the junk mail on
the satchal to avold the top-half-of-the-room-
robot pinching the Babel Fish in mid air.

The Hobbit

Big Cavern in Goblin's Dungeon, d, wait unuil
tha Goblin appears, N, SE, E, get ring, wear
ring, (vou need to repeat this every few moves
as the ring comes off), NW, N, d, E, open crack,
up, 5, W, W to Beorn's House,

Heroes of Karn
To pass the hot ashes put water on them.
To kill the kmight throw acid at him,

Wolfman

Have a look in the mirror, wash your hands and
faca, Don't forget to put on a pew tunic and
burn any other clothes, et a key from the lock-
smiths. Maove the board in the chapsl, try push-
ing the key on the cabinet. Close your gyes at
the riverbank — although you can't do it first
time just keep doing it. Water the weed, Go
away until the weed tums to a blue hloom —
then smell it and go to the grave.

HELP!

& HHiggs & sheok in Top Secrel - *| have passed
the dops and climbed the fence, knocked out the
guard in the jeep, what do | do next?
@ M. Unnecopnizable Signatiee is having prob-
lems in Kofyashi M, fa protlam being that when
thay enfer one of the Parihclas they dia have to quit.
IF you can help these les! souls weite o Balreg
and he will print the answer next month.

CONTACTING
BALROG

Balrog welcomes cormespondence from all
matters advent Contributions to the
Cloe Pot and peeks and pokes are particu-
larly welcome

Unfortunately, it's usually imposs
for Balrog to pen personal replies to
but rest assured that ho will do his best
answiar your queries via this column.

This month the postbag was decidedly
empty - so put quill to parchment, pen o
papar of linger to keypad and write, NOW!

Address your mail to Balrog, Amstrad
i Oueen Street, Bath BAY 1E)

Action,

Hitchhikags Guide to tha Galaxy ® Leather
Goddesses of Phobos @ Lurking Homor @
Moomenist

Ean Dean, 63 Elmhurst Avenue, Oulton Broad,
Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 JAR

Aftershock @ Erawn Frec @ Case of the Mized
up Shymer @ DAA @ Experienca: @ Fantasia
Diamond @ Forest at the Worlds End @ Grange
Hill ®# Haunted House @ Herces of Kam @
Eobyashi Nar @ Message from Andromeds @
Mindshadow @ Rigels Revenge @ Seabase
Delta @ Spyirek @ Subsunk @ Terrormolinos @
Three Weeks in Paradice @ Trial of Amold
Blackwood @ Warlord.

Debby Howard, 10 Owerton Road., Abbey
‘Wood, London, SEZ 85D

Acheten @& Aftershock @ Apache Gold @
Amold Goes to Somewhere Else @ Base @
Boggit @ Bored of the Rings @ Brawn Free @

The Lords and Ladies of Adventure

] cmmsummwlnmwm-
Dmm:hlhnngmxﬁmﬂhmﬁkhmﬂmn
Evémhing & Enchanter. ® ‘Escape  from
Koshima, & E!pimaga !sland [ thw,ﬂa
Dmmmdtfnmntml'hﬂdumﬂ!ﬂh
Homodtﬁuﬂddﬂﬁwu'ﬂmmm

Maq!utlﬂamdmt Guide
® Hobhit @ Hellywood Hijinx @ Hunchback @
Imginmim&uﬁlhﬁde{!h&md-
Jewels of Bahﬂm i MH » Kmﬁlh ]

Hingdom of Hamil @ Kobyashi Nara @ Lost
Fhirous (Parts 1 & 3) @ Message from
Andromeda @ Mindshadow @ Mordon's Cuest
& Mountains of Kot @ Necis Dome @ Nover
Ending Story @ Not a Penny More Not a Penny
Less @ Nova @ Panic Beneath the Sea @ Pawn
& FPhilosopher's Quest @ Planet of Death @
Project Volcano @ QOR @ Questpeche I @
Return to Doom @ Rigel's Revenge @ Robocide
@& Scary Tales @ Scabase Delta @ Seas of Bleod
® Smashed & Smuggler's Cove @ Jorcercr @
Souls of Darkon @ Spellbreaker @ Spyirek @
Star Wreck @ Subsunk @ Sydney Affair @
Termormotinos @ Top Secret @ Trial of Amold
Blackwood @ Vera Croz Affair @ Very Big Cave
Adveénture @ Village of Lost Souls @ Warlord @
Wize and Fool of Amold Elackwood @ Zork [ @
ALL Level 91

Joan Pancolt, 78 Radipole Lane, Weymouth,
Dorset, DT4 9RS. Tel (0305) 784165 Any day -
1pm to 10pm.

AMSTRAD ACTION -




ADVENTURE

'ﬁl.é Unknown
Treasure

£1.99 cass, ® David Gibbon @ 77 Quarry Crescent, Bearpark, Co. Durham, DH7 7DR

Az well as all the 'professional’ adven-
tures released on the CPC Balrog will,
wheare possibla, be reviewing smaller
companies’ games. Most of these games
are produced on GAC. Some are actually
much more enjoyable — and cheaper -
than their commercial counterparts.

Unfortunately, the Unknown Treasure
is not one of them Actually, it's not so
much that it's bad, it's just not one of
thosa GAC games that stands out from
the crowd.

The game is well enough written, with
an alternative character set as used by
Sandra Sharkey in her Case of the Mixed
up Shymer, but the real test of a game is
in the playing and this is the Unknown
Treasure's failing.

Firstly, the plot is very poor and sec-
ondly, the description of objects is
inadequate. A spade proves to be “a gar-
den spade”, and some objects have no
description at all. If the examine command

iz used just to pad out the game by giving
such short responses as it is in TUT then
Balrog must agree with Brian Eerslake of
Topeologika in that the examine command
should not be implemented at all.

The ability to examine objects is usaful
not just for learning their purpose — it also
adds valuable atmosphere.

The room descriptions are scanty, there
are a couple of spelling mistakes and,
what most annoyed Balrog was: tha
overuse of the word "big’. There is a big
stair, big kitchen, big cave, big green road,
big passage etc. Another couple of wery
annoying features in the game include a
lecation "by a big cottage’ — you can exam-
ine the cottage all you like as you tUrying to
enter it, and opening doors has no effect
at all. In fact, you must “Jump through
window”, and there ig no ciue in the game
relating to this.

But TUT does have a couple of redeem-
ing features! First thare is a large number

Adventurers, RPGers and compuler siralegists are
usually In need of solace or help (often In more
ways than one), so to pul an end to their misary
and give them a reason to live Inter-Aciion has cre-
ated a team of four really quite helpful people... but
Boy Scouts they ain'L.

1) The Harlequin (he made them put his name first
- having a blaster shoved up thelr noses was a
darned good incentive)

Z) Rob Sieel (a nlco chapple whe's played more
adventures than anybody in this roam)

3) Auntie Marg (she's about two sandwiches shor
of & full picnic but plays siralegy ke a good "un -
and she brings the biscuits)

4) Nik Wild (he's the one with the money, equip-
ment, premises and good looks - and he wrote The
pross release)

Three of the team are ex-Newsfield writers, so
you can expect a professional set-up all round. The
association Is basically for adventure, RPG and
computer strateqy piayers, and £15 a month gels
you a 12-monih membership o Inter-Action. For
your monay you get:

# Six bi-monthly A5 dossiers called Hareguin
and Steel conlalnlng news, proviews, roviews,
hints, maps, gossip, intenviews and fastures - pro-
duced using OTR.

® Access lo a telephone helpline open between
17.00 and 18.00, Monday to Friday.

INTER-ACTION CALLING!

# Plus an Intermediste newsletier to keep mem-
bars up 1o date with ail the latest happenings.
inter-Action also hopes to include sections on
wiiling home-grown adventures and perhaps &
smattering of PEM, depending on demand.

For further information about Inter-Action, call
Kik Wild on 0584 74 250 or wrile to inler-Action, The
Cottage, Ashiord Carbonell, Ludlow, Shropshire
5Y8 4DB.

- AMSTRAD ACTION

of locations (72 - which is, as the author
would say, BIG! for a GAC game). This
possibly explains the lack of decent text —
all the memory hatz been used on the
graphice and multiple room descriptions
and not encugh on parser and messages.

The author has also included a SKILL
command for prolonging the life of the
game. SKILL allows you to change the
number of objects you can carry - thus
skill eleven allows you to camry eleven
objects. So after completing the game
with skill eleven you can try again with a
lowar, and thus harder, value.

Balrog doesn't not know the age of the
author but the co-writer is nine years old.
If David is also this age then Balrog is very
impressed with his effort, but feel that he
has bitten of more than he can chew in
creating his first game so large.

Balrog does, however, look forward to
secing David's future games.

Atmosphere..isu.30%
Iﬂterﬂﬂtiﬂﬂu +I-l+l+l1l-l24¢i'il}
chﬂ"‘enge‘q-uu‘;uul|-|+|.36{;:"ICI

AA Rrating.............30%

JUST FOR
LAUGHS

Thanks to Howard Swains
again for his selection of
amusing retorts from adven-
tures. Anyone else out there
had encounters which tickle

their funny bones? Then send
them in...

Big Sleaze - Kiss the secretary.
Enchanter - Cast Kulead on anything
slightly magical. Give something to
the adventurer after he has said
“Hello Sailor™ (steady on = ed)
Stationfall = Try firing the gun at
Floyd. Look behind the tumble dryer
Try hugqging and kissing Floyd
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AJI. INTERVIEW

simon

Meet Siren Software's Simon
Cobb on his home territory in
Manchester and you realise you
may be talking to the CPC's most

ardent supporter.
STEVE CAREY took notes
and tried to keep up.

ention Siren Software to anyone who

Imows the CPC and theyll tell you,

"(h yeah, the disk drive people.” And
they'd be right, for Siren's is the longest and,
I'd guess, the best-selling second drive
around.

But Siren must also take the credit for sup-
plying so many of us with the indispensable
Discology; the games player's second
favourite  accessory the  Soundblaster
- (favourite? Joystck,
W of ocoursel); and

Microdesign, one of
{ the few home DTP
programs for the
Amstrad worthy of
the name.

In the beginning
Siren came inmto
existence in 1985

& Siren Software: the mm when a disgruntied
nmﬂnnm’dﬂm

Ocean games pro-
grammor by the
name of Simon Cobb started solling a tape
oopying utlity through the small
ads of various computer publica-
tions and found he could barely
k2ep up with demand.

50 Simon served his notice and | ¢
began wirk on a variety of software |
projects  such as Discovery,

Discovery Plus, X Basic {“a cracking i“u:-srw“-‘-*“ .

54

e EEE
good program,” he says,
modestly: “we sold just

P G 1€ hrundreds of that one”).

PR o Loy

medjocre,” ho recalls
with disarming hon-
osty. “People weren't
interested,  though,
and 1 realised they just wanted was
just copiers. We were selling, well, not as
many as we could duplicate exactly, but just
Ioads and loads,
“50 we kept doing updates, and people
kept phoning up wanting particular probec-
tion systems busted. [ got tired of that.

¢¢ The CPC is a great
machine and anyone
thinking of upgrading it
should consider their rea-
sons very carefully for
doing so. It's still got plen-
ty of life left in it, and still
has a multitude of uses it
can be put to. 99

“So 1 did Microdesign, which was very
popular. It's still used in professional environ-
mants. Schoolteachors use it. One guy uses it
1o design medical equipment. He bought it at
one show, and at a laber
| show he came up and told
| g how highly he rated it

o hardware. To be honsst 1 got

Driving reign

“We getour disk drive mecha-  justso fittle that cangowrang 2= well, but that's about 6%
nisms from Japan; have lha with it on Amgtrad.
cases madn by o shee! metal “Last year we started build- “Hﬂ!pﬂﬂhmtﬂm
company In Oldham; putin a ing up the advertising in froem the ads, bul many also
voltage regulalor, add the Hovember, and il was moving coms from friends. We get a
cable and slide on the nlce and steadily at first. Then  surprising number from
casing. towards Christmas Rwas gel-  abroad - probably more than
“Than we lest them, obvi- ting just so haclle we couldn’t UK orders, especially France,
ously, and they'ra ready to go keep up —we had to order but alse from other countries..
out with a power supply, morne cases about three weeks  loads fo Australia, for instance.
operating sytem and instruc- before Christmas, We've even had orders from
fions. When you see ane “When we're busy we can leetand and Japan, of all
stripped, you reaslise there's sell 200 a month - thats on ST places!”

boved  with software. |

Amstrad seems o have

been already, really!

It's Tike, what do you

do next?” W
What he did naxt was

disk drives - hundreds

and hundreds  of

them. It is evident-

Iy a wery dif-

ferent market,

in which the

Ccustomers an

not the hob-

byists  who Tl

buy 1ape @ Cobb: alming for the profes-
ing otk soned

ties, but "dentists, doctors, collages, advertis-

ing agencies — a whaole lot of places. Even the

Mintstry of Defence has bought a few!™

Professionals’ choice

But surely the professionals go for the big PC
machines, dont they? In the main they do,
but perhaps il they'd listened to Simon
singing (he praizes of the humble CPC first
they might think differently. “When you think
ahout it the Amstrad is a cracking machine. |
use it to ran my office. I had a PG, but [ just
didn't find it could do anything the CPC
couldn’t. We keep all the orders on one disk
drive, with all our Tasword files on one disk,
it's just as good as anything else.

*As you o0 we have an ST over there and
an Amiga, but they nover get used for any-
thing but games and testing disk drives! We
do the Soundblaster for the Amiga, and the

| want to hold your hand

“We find lots of peopbe buylng their CPC sec-
ondhand, and it actually’s a pain, becauss we
get them phoning us up for instruction many-
als. And with piracy being fike it Is, It's very dif-
ficult for us just to send out manuals.

"5 wi ask prophe lo send In the original
dlisk - wa can tell 1t s original, by the wayl=
and then retum it 1o them with 2 manual,

*The othor thing which happens Is people
ring us up for advice: they've just bought their
Amstrad, efther new or secondhand, and dant
kniow the first thing about it, and want us fo tail
them everything!”

disk drive for the ST. [ bought the ST with the
intention of doing everything I did with the
CPC, but when you look at the cost of soft-
ware... Protext on the CPC is what, £30. Do
you know how much i i on the ST? £1001°

Simon believes that the CPC's future Lies
in the professional envircnmient, a5 a word
processor and a maching 10 nun serious Soft-
ware, but a machine that can also run games.
*Because there's not that much now softwara
and perhaps existing tithes aren’t solling in
such bl numbers, poople assume the
maching’s past . Bul just because there
aren't that many new CPCs being sold
doesn't mean no-one's using it!° @

B8] amMsTRAD acTiON |




First Edition

A picture, so they say, is worth a thou-
sand words. ADAM PETERS continues
his guide to DIY publishing on the CPC
with the art of illustration...

urm back to the front of this issue of

AA and flick through it from cover to

cover, scanning each page. Well go

on then, I'll wait for you. Done it? Right,

now flick through it again imagining away

all the photographs, cartoons, screen
shots and diagrams.

There are two important things this

activity should have shown you, other

than the fact that AA is absolutely brill
(zsed notes  In mixed denominations
please). Firstly, the use of boxes and dif-
ferent styles of text makes it wvisually
attractive., Secondly, it should become
apparent that even a tiny amount of llus-
trative material brightens up a publication
no &nd.

There are two main types of illustrative
material that can be used; drawings and
photographs.

Photographs can be those you have
taken yoursell or those you have stolen
from magazines. Obviously those wyou
have taken yourself are more lkely to fill
your needs. It's unlikely, for instance, that
you will find a photo of your hrother bal-
ancing a CPC on his head in the British
Medical Journal 1 don't know though.
Maybe...

Conversly, photographs culled from
other publications can depict things you
are unlilely to be able to photograph your-
self. For instance, i you're doing a spooi
article about an Apollo rocket, chances are

you haven't got one lying arcund in your
back garden (unless you live in Houston,
Texas, that is).

Taking your own photos involves con-
siderable expanse. Apart from the ocost of
the film (horrendous) and the cost of the
processing (doubly horrendous), #f you
want your pictures to look good in the fin-
ished magazine, which having spent so
miuuch on getting them taken you cbviously
should,. you will nead to get them
screaned. We will be covering this process
fully when we look at printing. Suffice to
say, it's quadruply horrendous.

Photos from magazines will have
already been taken, processed and
screened. One
slight disadvan-
tage of “bormow-
ing® photos in this
way is that it's
totally and utterly
illegal, thanks to
one of those
Copyright  Acts
we all know and
love. There are a
number of picture
libraries  around
which will supply
you at a reason-
able rate, and you
can also write to
newspapers and
magazines asking
if they could sup-
ply you with pic-
tures, Expect to
pay copyright fees of around £3-£4 per
photo,

Having said that, any use of material
from other sources (such as the broadcast-
ing of humorous newspaper mistakes on
That's Lif#) is technically illegal. Even if
somecne from the publication concerned
spots one of their pictures in your mag, it
s unlikely they will chase you up, unless
the picture has been used too blatantly.

It remains fllegal though, and i anyone
sends in a fanzine to the printer competi-
tion that features artwork nicked from this
series, | will personally come round Lo
their house and bop them on the head
with a bolled carrot (in accordance with
the 1976 Copyright Act).

The other form of lllustrative material —
drawings — encompasses a number of dif-
ferent types of illustration: cartoons,
These can be produced either on comput-
er or by hand.

Obviously, drawings produced on com-
putar will be more precise as far as shapes

DTP SERIES

and angles go. Diagrams and ple charis
are best produced on computer. Large
comic strips, however, are obviously best
produced by hand, since they'd take years
to complete on screen. Simple drawings or
cartoons can be produced by aithor
method, though the computer will pro-
duce a better looking end product (if
you've got the time). An examination of
the different software and peripherals
available for doing this forms the major
part of this instalment.

Az for hand-drawn illustrations, if your
own artistic ability is a bit on the dodgy
side, it would be wise to hunt out some-
one who can draw brilliantly. You'll find
that even if the text is diabolical no-one’ll
complain, but Uf you use pathetic-looking
drawings you can bet your ‘friends’ will
take the mick incessantly.

If you can’t find an ‘artist’ amongst
your associates, you could always wander
the streets looking for one. They have
brown curly hair, and they wear Black
Sabbath T-ghirts.

You've got your text You've got your
artwork. Now what? You'll have to wail
till next month’'s instalment (layout) to find
out. Reserve your copy today.

| AMSTRAD AcTion |68



DTP SERIES

Betiex by design

Deskiop Publishing is a revalutionary
new lechnique whereby pages ol
text/art are “laid down’ on a computer,
rather than by a grubby leoking man in
a typasetting room with a pair of
tweezers. Though it's the ridiculousty
expansive compuiers that ars more
nomally assoclated with this process,
DTP is possible on the CPC, and the
results can look stunning.
There's really only one pacikage
mmwuﬂﬂllinlllmnduzly
; ; . serious about tha
whole thing, and
| that's Stop Press. H
you've got 128K of
.' mamary, 8 disk drive
vt | and @ dol matrix
i e vou'd betler
AT | S0 Pross s
well, because il you

éﬂ’P ' haven't gol It you're
%W missing out on a lot.
W As with all CPC

DTP packages, the
fonts (ditferent type-
faces) supplied are oo ‘garish’ o pro-
duce easily readable text at standard
type size. Personally | produce all te
as per normal, only using Stop Press
for headlines and lllustrations. This
dioas mean missing out on some of the
excollant features, though, such as
being able 1o Invert boxes of text -
most people usa Stop Press to pro-
duce the entire page.

Look 2t 3 lew sampde peint ouls
and fry out a friend’s copy i you can,
just to see how versatile Stop Press is
=1t ean do more ditferent things than
most of the €700 packages on tha
Apple Macintosh, On Stop Press you
can produce text of any size (from pin-
head letters to full page letiers), thare
are lots of ditferent fonts incheded, you
can draw and edit illustrations, make
fine adjustments, cormect mistakes,
add patterned borders, run text around
illustrations, créale boxes, add shaded
backgrounds, fill circles with text,
Invert laxt or ilustrations, sall the
Atlantic; anything. (Excepl sailing the
Atlantic, which was a joke.)

£80 (including mouse) is a falr
whack I1's a lol chaaper without
the mouse of course, but don'l
fall into the same trap as me and
think ‘I've got a joystick, what do |
need a mouse for?’ Stop Press s
designed for use with a mouse, and
thi controts pre therelore very sensi-
five. Even the lightest lap on a joystick
will either have no elfect or send the
cursar half way up the page. it can
take aimast five minutes to get into
position, so make sure you don'l keave
any breakablo objects within striking
distance,

Fleet 5t Editor? Well, we waited
two years for it, and by the time it final-
Iy emerged there was only one paper
feft on that famous streel (and that's
since gone). i's clumsy, slow, and con-
{ains more bugs than the insect house
at Chessinglon Zoo. It was detayed
two years while bugs were balng
remaved, 5o what i was lke on its
original scheduled relegse dale one
dreads 1o think.

Available for a couple of months
for slightly more than the price of &
blank disk, it has now dissppeared
altogether, which Is a shame really.
When Pagemaker (aka Stop Press)
originally appeared it too was full of

® A selection n'l'hnll'l'mm Slop Pross.

m AMSTRAD ACTION

though there's no ‘stretch”
command, Patierned fills
are possible and the
room-pditing araa |s very
large {the Stop Press arsa
Is wery small, often making
it difficult 1o know what
you'ra doing].

Thers ace some nics & Micro Dealgng: not really a DTP packege, but

fants provided, thaugh
they ar only avallable in one size, and
some work betler than others. Infine
for instance (my tavourite of the lot) is
affficted by a rather odd process
whereby the computer selects iHs own
spacing bebween the lettars, which are
alternately plastersd on lop of each

great for diagrams.

letiers. "1 don'l know anything about
it," he said, denying all knowledge.

There are plenty of icons supplied,
including kols of differant aloctrical
components (which | can understand)
and items of shrubbery (which | am
immansaly confused by). Micro
Desdgnis probably best lor producing
electronic circuits or, er, plans of horl-
cultural displays. it makes no clalm to
being a proper DTP package, and it
isn’t ane.

It does include superb page-han-
dling features, however, and the print-
outs are of & much higher quality than
the other packages (since It osas
squars half-pixvels rather than rectan-
gular full-pixals). A shame the text
facilities weren't more versatile. i you
want lo produce diagrams, plans or
W (s, Micro Design could be the one
for you. Fanzine editors think again.

There are two other ‘proper’ DTP

packages availablo; Page Publisher
and Tiny Desk Top Fublisher. Neither
I in
# Stop Press’s room tacility in action. mpmurmmm zminﬂmadwrﬁ
bugs. The press reaction was o0 posi- other and than two inches apart! Desk Top Publisher is tiny, and only
tive to the concept and operation of There s also a very bizarme coded really a desk lop publisher If you've
the programma though, that il was de-  alphabet, which ulilises pictures to got a lot of time and patience on your
bugged and re-redeased. Flest 51 reprasent letters of the alphabet; ‘B’ is hands. Page Publisher, on the other
Edrior looks dead and buried. Oh well, a boe, 'C’ ks the sea, #ic, Some are hand, is a bol easier and quicker 1o use
oven il it had worked properly, Stop maore bizarme than others.'Q" Is asweel  than Siop Press. Though it lacks many
Press would have beft it standing. drawing of three litte stickmen in a of the latter's features, if you really
Micre Designis an odd little pack- row, ‘T is @ breast (oh dear), and can't pool together the cash needed
age, I's not really DTP by any strelch pressing ‘U’ results In the computer for Stop Press, Page Publisheris &
of the imagination. Text calling you a rather rude word, Siren worthwhile investment.
can only be entered a supremo Simon Cobb (nick- There are other packages which
lirwe: &t & time and thare's nami ‘Cobbhers) inchida some of the lext aspects asso-
only ona real ‘writing’ denied all knowl clated with Desitop Publishing.
b Hﬂl‘d i'J iha MEEM edge of these Mm:zmmmmmm
B0 ey U
e ;-_ "‘."‘"E‘ T &ffs smd P;'Er'* ity
b o T T ...u;; Qualitas all facilitate
| el L Lot s s printouts In mary dif-
-a"'“'rﬁ{%%*g T 'E'!..W C]u # """ levent fonts.
J}J"‘ﬂ'; ﬁﬁ%}ﬁ}‘% ?;]E aﬁﬂ.ufﬂﬁg ﬂ“‘” = IPEai =, m"":::m:f:
= «axfﬁfﬂzﬁ ERE] w::.wrwf O TIE e y!’d’!s sz )0 dayy . Wk o dakond
BERe e ® o)y it sins R wp o2 70 5¢ 47 gy, characers and has plen-
Ay a-’ﬂ e HISTORY OF FoRUR! & EFH OUET PRy, Dot dmemtons s
A L - SEHARL H'l Emﬂ'_l'ﬁmn Jﬂ" | and etfects built in, even
PARE §14 f ) Wy i'“”“ﬂﬂ]}gm Profext CPMs (which has
: SERSONIS ﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ WEHE gy theabiltyto handie
‘“I I‘H WI:u i HE]IEIL:"E columns) can almast get
EF away with calling el a
m DTP package.
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Artul dodges

The graphics mode in Stop Press provides all the are other packages, This is not an awful lot of help

tunctions you could ever need. With straiching, such as Chemy as far as producing magazines goes. Even
moming and a variety of different shapes and pat- Paint, but these i you own a Star LC-10 colour printer and
terns to choose from you can produce all your illus- threa are the only can utlliso a colour screen dump routing,
trations and text on this one program. However, to ones one could call colour printing |s so expensive that you'd

produce a pleturn of ‘loading screen’ quality and ‘full spocification’ niod to 8ol you computer, all your periph-

detail (though possible) would take ages. If you're packages. = erals and at least two elderly relatives,

Hikely o want very detalied computerised illustrations Uniike DTP == RAINDIR before you could even start to consider it
in your fanzine, you'd batter start looking to ant pack- packages, there Is ttle to d betwesn when Shading is used when printing out on a standard
ages. comparing thess packages. All three include similar printer (usually four diffarant shades), which does

Thi “biig guns’ of the artwork world are AMX Art leatures and levels of sophistication. The main differ-  produce pictures with a "photographic’ quality sbout
and Advanced Art Studic. The latter is undoubledly ence between these arl packages and the graphics them. Such pictures can be produced on Sfop Press
iha best, with Incradibly intricate pletures sasy to mode of Stop Presz is that the art programs can pro- just @s easily and, since you'll be working in black
produce, and (of particular note) a font editor with duce colour plctures. and white, you have a batter kiea what the eventusl
savan in-built fonts that put printout will look ke {objects of
most of those suppliied with @ similar tone 1o their back-
Stap Press 1o shame. This ground tend to "disappear’ when

allows for simple and stylish using an art program, ince they
labelling and lettering of lus- come out as the same shada).
tratlons. Fanzine folk probably Though I'm not the bast per-
won't find the new Arf gon to comment on art packages
StugiedGendus Mousa package {1 have problems drawing a palr
quite as enticing as it should ol curtalns, bel alone anything
be, dua lo the Incompatability remolely artistic), Advanced Arl
ol the mouse with Sfop Press. Studio Is clearty the best If you
Wi are pratty expensive, hav- want something specialised.
Ing two whara ane should suf- I you buy Stop Prass (which iz
fice doesn't sound 100 clever, worth having for the text facili-
AMX Art offers most of the ties alone) and find that you
features as AAS, but best of nead somathing mone sophistl-
the reat has to be Easlart, cated, then it might be the time
which Includes amangst other to consider standard art pack-
fhings a "frechand draw' P ages.
option. Great fun for all those As far as I'm concemned Sfop
peaple who, lke me, ping for # You can creale images like these wsing an art package, then impaert them inle DTP decuments, Press is more than adequate for
iheir old Efchaskelch. There my arfistic endeavours.

Scanners

Computer-generaled artwork Is all very weil, but computer. Similarly to the scanner, it reads the
you can't produce [ntricate detalled carloons like image as black and white pixels (any image with &
our example, it would fake too long. Wouldn't i be  lots of gray scales in will come out looking :
nice to be able to install hand-drawn artwork into not a bit lke whal it's supposed to be).
the computer envirenment, where you could edit, The image is actually sent continually

siralch or modify it? Yes Il would, and you can, fo your monktor til you select a point
fo ‘reeze’ it You could get so involved

@ The DART Scanner, which unfortunately only in walching the weird moving

works with a DMP 200003000 serles machine, image that you forgel 1o stop it.

allows you 1o feed drawings or pholos
fhrough your printer and into the

Though you can walch anything you like
through this, the moment you prass the
“freaze’ button you have stored the
image thraugh an electrical storage
device. By the way, if s nol a home-  pletures o pro-

printer, scanning the .»*.’;5:';;;“- V. oo made videoimage you've justbro-  duce resulls © The Electric Studio

plcture and making sach | 2Rd=tie it ken the law. You're not allowed to  composesofa Light Pen — great for free-

plxed area eftfier black or H\’x;'f":‘ A W2 use TV images in a magazine series of grey scales.  hend artisis.

white depending on which really alther. Gh well... The Vidi needs a video

there is mosl of in it. The fin- recarder or video camera before you

Ished product is obviously @ I you want to get really even start, whereas the Dart Scanner merely neads

mire ‘Blocky’ than what you fed keen you could go for aprinter.

[, b if the drawing was useless Rombao's ¥idl video digitis-

aryway it glives you the opportuni- S-S BResE : . [t's a broadly similar & Also worth mentioning is the Electric Sfudio

ty to zoom-edit it into something g W i 5= product to the Dart Light Pen, which allows you to ‘draw’ on your

more prasentable. It's expensive > ' Scennes, butworks by Screen, thereby letiing you Insert ‘hand-drawn'

thatigh. grabbing and digitising moving  Images Into the computer through anather method.
The VDV Digitiser Is a welrd device N Remomber to check compatability, and i passible

that inputs & signal from & video camera # Complex Mustrations thal can't be drawn on an art package try the piece of hardware first, before shefling out
or recorder and sonds it through to your  will ped ‘scanning’ the moalsh.




NOW TO AMSTRAD ACTION

YOUR MAGAZINE
DEDICATED TO YOUR
MACHINE

Only £17.95 for 12 action-packed issues [and -
we even pay the postage for you!) -

Ring 0458 74011 NOW, quoting the order code §
AA396 and having your credit card handy or use |-
the order form on Page 90. Why not order some |
of the latest and cheapest products from The
Amstrad Action Special Offers at the same
time!

Remember our unique guarantee: we will refund
the cost of all unmailed Issues, if you are not
completely satisfied with our subscription
service.

* Hotline Number 0458 74011

* Order Form on Page 90

* Be sure you get your copy before the
newsagent sells out

* Get our regular quarterly “UPDATE" of extra-
special savings on products that we didn‘t
quite manage to squeeze in the magazine!

ONLY @ FOR 12 ACTION-PACKED ISSUES
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Y5 making money wilh your Amsirad becomes incidental when you know how.
Youir micrd i5, if anly youw knéw it, a gold ming, The size and make i ireevant.
Maks tha initial afiort HOW by siarting your own

HOME BASED BUSINESS
Thiz may be the most impartant move you will ever make!
AEMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someons else’s "dileh™. Anyons in the
eountty, induding YOU, can becoma vedy rch in a relatsively short pedod of tima just
by doing a few basic things! it's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits
ara many and vatied. Full er part tima. For FREE details send 5.AE. 102

31, PILTON PLACE [AAS)
KING AND QUEEN STREET,
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR

Matrix

Software Hire

The cheapest way to play them all.

Top games titles for Amstrad, Commodore,
Spectrum, Amiga and Atari ST.
Flease slate syslem

Please send large SAE for detalls to

Matrix Leisure Club, Dept AA,
271 Stansted Road, Bishops Stortford
Herts CM23 2BT

SCREENVISION
TURNS YOUR

MONITOR INTO
ACOLOURTV!

AT THE AMAZING OFFER PRICE o«

Door to Door Ingured delivery add £E6 INCVAT £6435

USE YOUR AMSTRAD CPC464, CPC664 &
CPC6128 MONITORASA COLOURTV SET!

Screanvision is a modem ‘Slate-ol-the-Art” TV Tuner which simpéy connacts
o your monitor, using the existing lead and converds il lo an oulstanding
colour television.

Screenvision has mone featunes than any other TV Tuner and costs lass!
Each tunor has soven pre-salect push bution channel selectons, separate
controts for brightness, colour, 1one and volume and has built in Speaker,
Colour and Automatic gain control,

Unfike cihor products, Seraanvision also connects 10.a host of other Montons
shoukd you Change your sysiam

E m ¥ DEALER & EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME

SC‘REENS'_‘?'_ MICROCOMPUTERS &

ELECTRONICS
MAIN AVENUE - MOGR PARK

MIDDLESEX - HAS FH. - ENGLAMND
ﬂ:aletmu!'mirimtmuw SELEE S ORI & Y- S L

HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED

23 Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke RG21 1LG (AA)

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT

Personal
Organiser

(coloured - Cream, Blue, Grey or White)

Stationery . . . Stationery . . . Stationery ...

500 1,000 2,000
Stationery 9.5" x 11" 60gsm Micro-Perf all edges . £9.50 £15.95
85gsm True Ad 70gsm Micro-Perf all edges £8.50 £12.95 £23.95
£7.95 True A4 90gsm Micro-Perf all edges £0.75 £14.95 £27.05

for 250 sheets True A4 100gsm Micro-Perf all edges £16.95 £31.95 -

Dust Covers

1,000 2,000 4,000

*CPC 464 2pce set £7.95 Labels 3.5" x 1.5" (1 across) £5.25 .50 £17.95
*CPC 6128 2pce set £7.95 Labels 3.5 x 1.5" (2 across) £5.75 £10.50 £19.95
DMP 2000 Printer Cover £4.95 Labels 4.0" x 1.5" (1 across) £5.75 £10.50 £19.95
* State Mono or Colour Labels 4.0 x 1.5" (2 across) £6.75 £11.95 £22.95
Labels 2.75" x 1.5" (3 across £4.75 £8.50 £15.95

Printer Ribbons Credit Card Hotline
DMP 2000/3000 Black ~ £2.95 NO EXTRAS (0256) 463507
DMP 2000/3000 Colours™ £3.95 TO PAY

*Colours Available are:- Faxline
Red, Blug, Grean, Brown,
(0256) 841018

BARCLAYCARD

Amsoft 3" disks (uncased): One £2.85; Five £13.50; Ten £25.95

Maxell 3" disks (cased): One £2.85; Five £13.50; Ten £25.95

Ordérs under £8 In value carmy & amall order charge of £2




TYPE-INS

New boy ADAM WARING introduces this month’

128K MEMORY SWAPPER

Alistar Young provides a usaful utility for users with 128k
machines. The program was writen on 6128, but should work
on expanded 484/684's if the indicated lines are substituted.

Two RSX's are sot up: IMSAVE which coples ram banks 0-
2 Into banks 5-7, and IMSWAP which exchanges tha informa-
tion In these banks. The RSX's reside at address &AF0O,
which is safo memory that will survive a system roset, and
can be re-activatedby CALL &AFO0O0. As a built in saftey foa-
ture, you cannot IMSWAP before firstly doing a IMSAVE, the
systom would crash if you did.

The memory swapper Is Ideal for using alongside such

programs as protext. To do this, alter line 430 to read:

430 RONTROTENT"

Or whatever, and the program will ba loaded automatical.
ly after the memory swapper is implemented.

(memi} 10 FEM Memory Swapper, Basic Foker
(kpha} 15 M By Alistalr Young
{Lidph 20 MEMORY 32766
10 adde=EAR00: Lnuldd
10 FEAD
moodal : chkS=RIGHTS (moodel, 1) imcoded=1ETTS (mcodel, LEN (mcodag) -3)
50 IF mooded="END" THEN GOTO 390
60 toks)
T0 FOR phe=l 70 27 STEF 2
B0 bytesVAL ("C"HEDS (mooded, pha, 2} )
90 PORE addr,byte:addrsaddr+]:tob=tot4byte
100 HENT
110 IF bot-SVAL(“E"+chid) THEM GOT0 130
130 Insledl0:0000 40
130 FRINT"Thaze is & data arror in line®;ln:END
140 mam, 211CATOLOOATCEDEBCL LARC X200 E4T
150 DA CIEMMRADAMLS6CELD5ISTAIDO00SES

170 CATA 1100402L000001004 (EDBOSEOETIEL
150 DATA SEEDLL004CELOCE00L0040EDE)IEA26
190 paTa GOCDSEEDE00CHE 1004001004 00445
200 DATA BOZZ0TCOSEED] 1004031000001 00400
210 TATA 40EDE)IE00CDSEELIECECIERCINGDT
20 TATA CFBIFEFTCEIAROIROSCOSREDD ] 0ET1
230 DATA COZ10040020040EDA0L1004021003T1
240 DiTh 0001004 0EDBIIENOCDSRED1 10000412
250 DATA 2100C00L0040EDEOIEIECDSERNLLARD
260 DT O0COZ1004001004 (EDBOL10040213TL
Z70 DNTA 0080010 OEDEOIE00CDSEEN11 00452
200 DATA BOZLO0CO0LOM4OEDBOLLO0CTZIONIL
290 DXTA 400L0040EDB B0TCHEEEDT 10040455
300 DATA Z100COLMEERLITORR] 32 ITCFRO0GHS
JL0 DATA HFITINEMIOERIDOOCHEERD11 00500
320 DATA 4021 00C00L0M CEDBOSEOIC HERCATE
330 FEM Next two Lines, 6128 (RMLY

30 pATA 3R0SDTSS0B0000000000000000001TA
350 pATR BXDO00

360 BEM Naxt two Lines, 464/664 OMLY
370 CATA JEOSDTSS0800CECT0L00TFETICZAY
180 mATA ENDOOO

390 MO0E L.CLE

400 CALL &hRO0

410 REM Haxt line, 4647664 OWIY

420 PORE GREDSH, LC3:POKE LBDSC, 610 :POKE GEDSD, £RO

430 FRINT" |MER0F and |MSMVE installed.”
440 PRINT

450 FRINT" [MSWVE to save memory into second 6ik.”

460 FRINT

470 PRINT" |MSOP to swsp between two backs.”

480 FRINT

430 PRINT CALL GAFQ): [MBQP to retrieve what i» inthe second Gk

aftar a reset.”
500 FRINT

yboard kapers

160 DATA 1CANQIANZLOFEO3EITIR0SCOSERGC) 510 PRINT'MB: You cannct [MSWAF until you hawe  [MOMVED.”

CONTRIBUTIONS

I 1.|u-|| think your ||ru||m| enongh

g E ¥ t-\_u||r|1|1l1
il those routines to:

Type-Ins
Amstrad Action
Fututre Publishing
4 Queen Street
Bath BA1 1E]

& S0y, bul i you don't epc W WAL gl your fapefdink back!

Mrnan ACTION



FRAC LAND @ (664 & 6128 only)

Create woird and wonderful landscapes with Andy Wood's fractal
generation program. An alien world is built up using fractal princl-
plesapplied to general landmasses, brokendownrepoatedly into
smaller upper and lowland areas. The landscape is made up of an
array of 32 by 32 elements, each holding the height of the land-
scape at that point. The array Is divided into four quadrants, and a
random holght is allocated to all the points within that quadrant. A
recursive procedure breaks down each quadrant into sub quad-
rants, modifying the valuas unill thay can no longer be subdivided.

Once all tha calculations have been determined, a parspoctive
view is generated. Hidden line remaval is obtained by clever use of
the fill command. Trees are planted to add a sense of scale. The
soa lovel Ix ralsed will each viewing, gradually submaerging the
landscape, to croate islands and inlets.

145 * Data & Variablas
150 *

155 oo 16,8,4,2,1

160 DATA 256, 64,16, 4,1
165 DATA 0,0,0,1,1,1,1,0
179

175 DEFINT a-z

160 *

165 DIM p(1024)  p2(4) pd (4}, £a(32,32) ,pafd,2)
190 highkides100

135 Llowtide =50

200 tidasteps2l

220 ' Madn eoatrol block

{Decks)
(i)
{thaho)
{Gmhs)
(Bhs)
{0ahd)
{chn)
{0ghd)
{ieedr)
[Exhp)
{Reho)
{ogho)
{Deke )

[(Tke) 235  GOSTE 3300 INITIALISE

[Glaph 245 RASDOMITE TDEE

(Wipm) 255 OOSUB 440 CALOTIATE LAMD HEIGHT
[HIBL} 260 GosTm 510:f CONVERT 70 2D ABRAY
[Clas) 270 sead=(RHD*I0000)

(Mg} 275  seaslowtide

(ExAn} 285 WEILE sea <= hightide

{DpEn} 290  GOSUB 550:° RN 30 VIEW & FATSE SEA LEVEL
Bk} 295 wED

(Prlw} 305 ERASE p:DIM p(l024)

(Bea) 0 QOTO 245:° FEPEAT, .,

[Cedg} 330 * Indtialise

[M@i} 340 SMBOL 240,4,10,20,14,27,30,50, 12" Teea

350 O BRERF GOSTE 870
355 MOOE 1

360 INK 0,1:IHK 1,0:DE 2, 18:18K 3,9

365 PAPER 1:FEN 2:DORDER 0:C18

¥10 WDDOW 2,39, 25,25

175 GRAPEICS PAPER 1:GRARHICS PEN 3,1

385 MOVE 0, 20:0RANR. O, 379:DRANR 633,0

30 peaam (), -379: 0008 -639,0

195 CRIOIN 8,27,8,628,392,27

400 RESTORE 155

405 FOR. £=0 70 4:FEAD pd (£) :HEXT

410 PR £=0 7O 4:FEAD pd (f) sNET

415 FOR #e0 7O 3:READ pa(f,1),palf, 2) :NDMT
420 rETORN

440 * Raima landscaps

450 CLS PRINT"GENERATING LAMDSCAFE
460 =256 MHILE o0

465 FOR £=0 70 1023 STER o

470 h = &% (RHDYS0R{c) }
475 FOR guf 1O a=1

480 p (S =p(£hg) +h
405 KEXT g, £:cmc/d:HEND

(HLAg}
[ Pehez}
(O}
{anac}
{Ashc}
{Pe3}
{ Tk}
[k
(BiAE}
{hedg)
(k]
{E$hv)
Ly
{Modkn)
Lt
{wiBq)
{Wahs)
{Sphus)
{¥pha)
(g )
(it

|TARES 2 MINS)“:

{h3j)
{Hahg)
{CLAc)
(Gahp)
(Bha)
1LgAs)
(Hght)
(oA |
(et}
(Lt
[TLaaj}
(dgan}
{edea
{Dohe}
{Lepg)
{Toik)
{Hahs)
{Miehs]
(Bvik)
(DeciEm)
(eor)

[Teht: |
(Pdoe]
(Rt }
GF S48
[}
(Lufir}
(Bvia)
[ HalBid }
(G}
(0tBg)
(R}

{Imdal}

(¥den)
(KAL)

430 RETGRN
510 * Commart to 20 array for plotting
530 FOR ped TO 1023

575 t=ptia=:d=l

530 FOR ged 7O 4

535 w=t\pd {g)

540 & = & MOD pd(g)

S5 o=t (pd ()]} *pa v, 1)

550 dedi (p2 (g) ) *palv. 2)

555 NECT g

560 fala,d)=pipt)

565 HEAT pt

570 RETORM

590 " Draw filled 30 landscaps

600 C15:016

B0S RAMDOMIER sead

610 FRINT “SEA LEVEL :°;sea;TAB(J1)"W : NET";
615 FOR x=30 TO 1 5TEP -1

64 FOR y=30 TO 1 SO -1

625 ORIGIN -x* L0y 104320, x* B4y 6-70
630 x(L)=-10:x|2) =tz (3)=10:x (d) =0
635 ¥ (1) mbR{£n (241, ¥) , Baa)
40 § (2} =b {fa (xk1, vbl) , soa) +6
645 y(3)=MAX{fa [x, yF1) , nea)
650 ¥ (4) =M (£a (%, ¥) , 59a) -6
655 GOt 735:° Draw ons squars of land
660 IF Rs0.97 THIM GOSUB 63%:' Plask & tres

685 IF DEEY{{5) » O THEN 705:" (W] = next wiew
670 BT ¥, x

£30 IF sea>ehight lde THEM 705

643 FOR f=l TO 12000: * delay

690 IT DEY(46) = O THEN T05:' (W] = pext view

655 MO £

705 sea=seattidestep:’ Raise sea leval

TIS RETORH

735 ° Draw cne ‘square’ of landscape

T45 TOR a=0 TO 4

T50 nea MOD 4 41

755 IF a THEN DRAN xin),y(n) ELSE MOVE x(n},yin),2

Tal HEXT a

765 IF yil)<sea OR y{3) <sen THEN shadesl:@mo 175

770 IF yi2) -Gusan MO yid)sbmsas THEW shade=0:' sea

115 MVE 0, [y (2) 4y (4)) /2

780 FILL 0:FILL shade

790 FOR as=0 TO 4

795 nea HOD 4 #1

800 IF a TEEN DRAN x(n),y(n) ELSE MOVE x(a),yln),3

205 HEXT a

B10 RETORN

830 * Plast a brea

B40 IF shade=) THIN 860:" Dont allow floating trees!
B5 MVE =4, (ly (2) #y (4) ) f2) 416, 2

B30 TRG: FRINT CERS (240):

955 TAGORT

BE) FETURN

BB ' On break reset screen

050 MOOE 2:TME ©,1:TH% 1, 26:PAPER 0:FEN 1:BORDER 1

B85 LIST

905 B

| AMSTRAD aAcTioN |#4




TYPE-INS

e

DATA
CREATOR

Richard Carr of my old home town, Hull has come up with
just the thing for budding contributors to Type-ins
andCheatMode. His data creator converts bytes in mamaory
into a listing of DATA statoments, along with
a few lines of BASIC to poke the code back into memory
ready to run.

Firzstly load in the .BIN file you want to convert, then run
Richard's program. Answer the questions the program asks
you, and a BASIC fila called “DATA" will be saved.

{Fghs} 10 THPUT"Start addvess?...”,s
{tlis} 20 THEOT“End address?...".e
{WiAx} 30 DNPOT"Saving speed? (0/1)...",ss
{ClAx} 40 IF ssl KD sC) THEN 30
[Athq} 50 SPEED WRITE s
[EnAk} €0 1=10
{Indp} 70 CPEROOT “data”
[GtAg) B0 FOR a=s 70 & STEP &
[OjAs} 90 £5=STRS(1)4" DATA "
(Alip) 100 PR bed T0 T
(FaeBis} 110 bi=NEC} (PEEK(adb) ) : IF LEN(hy)=d THEM hi="0"+h§
{Bgho) 120 Eh=fhthier "
{rmak} 130 WEDCT
(Fink} 140 £G=LEFT§ (£5, LEH(£5)-1)
{Tekn} 150 ERIMTES,£5
{Lohm) 160 PRINT £5
{oidp) 170 1el+20:MEXT
{GaBi] 180 a$=STRE(1)+" DMTA end”:PRINTIS, a$
{Bedm) 190 FRINT a$
(CnBql 200 1=1+10;a$=STRS 1)+ addus"+HEXS (s) (ERDHTES, ad
[Opha} 210 FRINT af
(BeCt} 220 Llulél0:a$mSTRS (L)+* KEAD af:IF
ab=" 4IRS (34) 4" end" $CHRS (34) 4"
THEN B0 :FRINTSD, af
(Guhm) 230 PRINT af
(A2} 240 1=1410:a$=5TRS(1)+" PORE

add, VAL [™HCERS [34) 47 67 4CERS (34) +”4a5) :add=adds1” -FRINTES, a5
{PIAL) 250 FRINT a$
{BvBr] 260 1=1+10:a5=5T8S (1) 4" GUTO"HSTRS (1-20) :PRINTIS, a8
{Bzha} 270 PRINT af
{Fida} 280 CLOSEOUT

BOGGLE

This mind boggling geometric delight comes once again from Andy

an endless variety of animated patterns on screen. 464 owners
should omit line 14 from the listing.

DA} 10 “Boggle” Aody  Mugust
{ouAg) 11 ° Wod 1589
{Bahk} 12

{E4Aq} 13 MODE O:BORDER 0

{GpAg) 14 GRAPEICS PAPER O

(Bar} 15 FOR =165 70 65000

{EtAg) 16 PR £=0 T0 15

(tAz) 17  INE £,

AMSTRAD ACTION

Wood of Shaffield. Desplte baing only a few lines long, it produces

1
{Bpaq} 1%
(M} 20
(bmdx) 21
[Pk} 22
(atdp) 23
{mEo) M
bk} 25
(Hshr) 26

RET £
o=(d MO0 E)+1
s=(c MO0 3}*213:u=(c HOD 2)%200
ORIGIN a,u,a,a+208,u, otl9é
ORIGIN a+108, vél00:CLG
FoRt £=1 TO 100
DR £2008 (£0d) , PSIH (), {f MOD 15)#1
=T i
FOR x=1 TO 1009
{738} 7 IF (x HOD 15)+1, (x MO0 4)+2
{Mxpk] 28 HET x
[Buhn) 29 HEXT d

SUPER
CAT

Peter Dalton of Scunthorpe has come to the rescue of Len Phillips,
who wanted a routine to be able to catalogue files with more than
elght characters in the file name (AA443). Peter's program allows 35
character descriptors fo be stored in a disk file header.

After running the BASIC loader, HIMEM will be lowered to &A4FF
and the coda placed above it. The SAVE and CAT routines can be
switched on or off as required, and a filename of up to 35 characters
stored ready for transfer to the file header when your program is
saved,

To place some text into a file header, first load the program as
normal, CALL &A500 to sof up the save routine. LET AS="your fext”,
then CALL &AS0C,@AS. Any characters can be used, and if you type
more than 35 then the siring will be truncated.

Mow type SAVE"filename” as normal using an eight-lotter file

name. Any machine code or BASIC program can be saved.
To check that all Is well, try a normal CAT and your program will
apear in the usual way. Now CALL &AS03 to sel up SUPERCAT. From
now on CAT will change the screen to mode 2, each eight-byte file
name will be listed, followed by the exiended descriplor for thal pro-
gram.

Programs are loaded in the normal way, using the eight byte file-
name, and will load regardless of whether the SUPERCAT code is
installed.

To return the SAVE 1o normal call &A506, and for CAT call &A509.

FIREWORKS



TYPE-INS

10 MEMORY GALSF

20 POR. p=ERS0) 70 EMSES STER 20t
30 POR. =) 0 15:FEAD af satL [~ #ad]
40 E=b4u:MER nbl) 0 DT

50 HEAD a:IF bORALGaS) TEEN GOTO B0
0 T

10 B
e Manchester-based ODevid Hell hes been poking
100 DAL c3, Lo, 6,3, B, 5,3, 31, a6, 3, 11,26, S, 01, €2, 0, a5, €3, Jo, a6, 22 around with his video chip lately, and came up with
110 D0 65, £, o, 11, 6, £1, a1, 11,00, 5, 35, o, S, be, 30, 02, o, On, b, o, 2639 thesa two shorties,
120 ik (s, 6, 61,06, 00, 11, De, 03, 3e, 26,18, 02, 1§, 0, be, 28, 5,45, 11,1728 Try them!
130 T 09, 00, 43,06, 04, 25, 2, Te, 23, 77, 10, £8, 2, 36, 20, 41, a7, 0, 52, 80, 1432
140 DAL o, 1, 51, 23, 5,35, o5, 11, 00, o0, 06, U, od, 77, be, 42, ba, a5, of, Ta, 2080 [KjBl] 10 MODE 1:CLS5:BORDER 15:INK 0,1:IMK 2,7
150 DM be,ed, 5,06, Oc, Te, 23, od, S, b, 10, £9, 85, of, oo, 5, 20, 20, 04, &1, 2650 [BiAv] 20 FOR gm0 T0 5:FO0R k=0 TO 3
169 DTN Tu, 06, £, 04, 0, Oa, 30, &, 28, Oa, 4F, 78, £, 00, 20, 02, 3, £, o6, 30, 2189 [B=ht] 30 PLOT g*l08+10, k*100450,2
179 DATA o, 5a, bk, 79, o6, 30, od, Sa, kb, o, o, a5, &, 20, 20, 00, 1,71, 7, 06, 2363 [PtBa] 40 ==90:FOR t=1 TO 23:DRANR =, 0:MVER -m4l 2:pm-
169 BATA 23, T, 3, o, 5, i, 10, £9, oo, oo, a5, 0, Oa, 00, ), 1, 19, 10, a0, 2360 4 KEXT
190 DA o8, od, %0, be 18,06, o, Ta b o 1 ) o, o 5, O, 5, T2, T2, 2006 [EnCk] 50 ==00:MOVER -45,-80:FOR t=1 TO 23:DRASR =, 0:MVER
200 DRI 6, 72,00, 9,1, T, od, Sa, kb, 23, £a, 00, 20, £7, 09, £5, 05,0, 31, 06, 2054 -m#2, 2 :mem—4 :HEXT
110 oA el £1, 04, Be,be, 3,42, o, o5, 8, £5, o, o5, od, 2a, a6, 11 kb, a7, 21, 3408 [Dlhw] 60 HEXT:HEXT:O0T &BCOD, 7:h=0:z=0
220 DTN 85, be, 0, 23, 00, 0, b0, &d, e, £1, o, 1, o, 3n, B, b, 2, O, e, 308 [Bifm] 70 WHILE z<10:h=hil:IF =30 THEN he=:zez+l
130 DATA 32,80,be, 22, 81, b, B, c3, 21, 14,45, 18, DB, 3a, 80, ba, 29, 81, be, 32, 200 [BwBi] 80 OUT &BDOO, h:CALL &EDLS:WEND
80 DATAL b, be, 22, e, be, o, 3, Be, be, 20, B, be, 33, 83, be, 22, B4, e, 30, 3, 2663 [DoBn] S0 INK 2, INT (RND(1) ¥25) +2: FOR £=1 TO 10:MEXT
350 0 21, d, 8,10, 06, 3a, 83 be, Ba, B4 be, 32, Bo b, 22, B b 8, 21, 5, 246 100 BOROER IHT (RMD(1)#25)4+2:z=0:00T0 701
6
be, 06, 23,34, 20,23, 10, b, dd, be, 00, &d, #5, 01, Te, fe, 23,281, 05, 01, 1751 10 FOR t=40 70 1 STEP-1:GOSUB 50:MEXT
190 I 23,00, 18,03, 42, 06, 00, 23, 5, 13, 5¢, e, 11, BE, be, od, b0, <4, 05, 00, 15871 20 INE 0, FMD*25:FOR t=0 TO 40:005UB 50:NEXT
30 POR §=1 TO 1000 :WEXT
40 if=DDEY$:IF if="" TEHEN 10 ELSE DNK 0, 0:B¥D

DIRPRINT

6lECEF6TTS65206120646973632C2050D
SB4S4ES44S525D20T46F20TOT2E696E512
T42061206469T26563TYEFT2TILIFIRS24
03507T265TITIZ0ELEETE0EF T46865548
T2206B657920746F2065TRE9T40M0DLCE
OOOC5TE861T420697320T468652074451
€9T46CE5206F 7220 CECLEDAS20EF 66565
20TIEFTST220646973632028T07265541
737320584 S4ES4 4552502069 66206E4BS
EFEESS2920IAIF200R0DO0008200800268
1F0103001833101853311B0F00LBS41BS
31121R32003EIEIE20505245535320317
414E5H204B455920 544F20434F4ESE408
494ES545203C3C3000202020596F T52A2
T220T0TZEIEETA65TIZ069TICEZTTA59B
2072656164 752021 0TOAODOOCDOORBA 1C
CDOEREFSFLIFEZOCAEIALFEODCATEAL S SA
CHCDTAALZ113ALCOIBAGCDO EEBCI00TSD
AD110090C3ISERC2 1 BSAOCDIBAOCDALTAT
BB2146A2CD0 EREFE TRCADCAL 772 IFESAE
ODCDSABRZ EFCDO4BEZ IFFAOCDIRBADE 52
OTARICIIIACOFFALZ 1 46ASCD1BADETC
2146A206463600231L0FR210IALCDIBL 66

SAVE"DINFRINT”, b, &A000, 5247 ELSE IF AOZEQLICDOEBOCD TEAL 21 0CALCDIBAGER2

af="R" THEN CALL gA000 ELSE GOTO 90 COFFALIEO2CDOEBCCI00A00E46C5TET 36
100 DATA 2125A0CDIBERO0ESO3EIACDSARBLOFIGET DATA FEFF281036002BES21FEAOCDIBAOELTAD
110 DATA 2104011115%50CDEERBCISEAL TEFENDSCY DATA Cl10ECLE04C12318003E09CDIARRIBS1E
120 DATA CBCDSABRE2I1EF604021F150118202D4TH DATA BRZ1DIBD11Z6AZ010300EDB02121A25M0
130 DATA 204449525052494E542056342E32203B6 DATA 11D9BD010300EDB02126A21121A201506
140 DATA ZD2062T92049766LEEZ0MGANMES44146E DATA (300EDBOCHCIZBAZ000000000000003FS
150 DATA 454E45202D20181F06025052455353315 DATA CDZERDISFBCI31EDCDZERDCDIERDD2EDE
160 DATA 205R53504143455D20746F20636174459F DATA AMALZ1ISAICTIBRAOCIGCAIFFO00000693

Balglan reader,ivan Fontalne of Ougrée, has sent us this rather
useful disk catalogue program.

Instead of unresdable scribble on the label of the con-
tents of your disk, lvan's program prints out a miniture list of all
the files, which can be glued onlo the disk as a permenant
reminder. No more excuses for lost files]

{IsBj} 2 *! DIRPRINT V42 (DELUXE !!!) by !
(FmAt} 3 1 Ivan Fontaine 1
{Owhu} 4 *! Hexa loadex 1
{FtOo} 40 MEMORY LEFFF:ln=100:DEFINT a-z: FOR adds
GARO0D TO EA246 STER 15:FEAD codes
{RoC4} 50 chk=0: FOR om0 TC 1d4:veVAL("“&"+MIDS
{code®, o241, 2) ) :PORKE add+e, v
{#xCv] 60 chi=chi+v:NEXT:IF chleOVAL( 6"+
RIGHTS (codad, 3) ) THEN PRINTTyping mi
take in line: ";ln:EXD
70 ln=ln+10:HEXT
80 INPUT Do you want small characters
(Y/H) %;af: IF OPPERS (af)="H" THEN FOR
c=5R102 TO GR10F:POEKE o, 0:NEXT
90 INPUT"Save file or Run (8/R)“:a$:
AS=UPPERS (a$) : IF aSs“S" THEW

IR EE

AMSTRAD AcTIiON -




MICROGENIC

SYSTEMS

AT LAST THE HOME COMPUTER ENTHUSIAST CAN HAVE FROFESSICNAL HIOH
CITALITY ACCERSORIES FOR ALL CPC COMPUTERS £
(s preqnesmenes 1s not fomy abou which briad of EFROM you by, It progeares theem all! Easy o ise menn diivea
eoftwate Wi & repnild an ACM, o IF socknt s iy e Epecisl Paalues and Fol BEve & pnlsssotal ian
FOR ONLY (4205,
Cun pepomeatil 0 sochet RO boved alec s o howt of (ealones and oty o board parnchsd 1o provds U |slesiss bonatis:
W Faxy bank switching 0-7 to 0-15
* Fust HOM seloction
+ Convendonl boand enabie/disable
# Livelia] computar hardware resot
This po-compromiss ROM beard unly ooats G4,

Hoth produacts use the lntedt wohnology high quality components and can be koft ssfely and
parmananily cotnacted to year UG, using thetr budlt in fiow-through connsctar,
Adfclicions) Reme 1o coiaplemont yoar coamputar syatom -

EFROM ENASER L3250 WITH TIMER LI7 60
EPROME 20064 CBDE 170128 £895
EFPROM ANTI STATIC BOX E2.50

STRATEGY SOFTWARE

Strategy games for the Amsirad CPC

THE FINAL CONFLICT - fw game & 3 corfhct hetwsen Hat o 'PIrW-l'r-a-P‘vlﬂl‘-E-rﬂﬂ Cihiv bk TPl
et player of eoltare Soling! the comgeter, 25 dfenect c:.n-uu:l. Ewsteed, Gl 160 ants, infantny o0ms
patactols, Rrmoursd, clies hedoopiers, dfenent st iy, Fuppies, fusl, Caanr sy, Sfeee
SEQLONE, Oty " lrvn's. milong of Foops s sl o e, wee pETe, TE plgh Satrad s
more

I - icomall sategy
Dh.-fl.l- seil plsyors, isague
sl narew gama, 10

i W Iy FORAEE BT WA A T 4 Svieora. Opiors ore buy

q:uml-- '-'I'J'ﬂ apw-i-l-\'.n ghap manoh . reraiong I-l-lw-l-lﬂ- -Iﬂcwﬂ
esran apuned ug s S Sere

] [rrm &}En;hhmsw!.u nu.u.rh.l: ml:.;:-fmr'.ﬂml u“.u -\A.'l

Wirrens o i mch o s 1mu¢fmuru For #1308 orvy, o0 Sk detily]

KURBK e clash o Smou - wis Te Dogest M“vmrm1r4wui1:b-if-‘-vﬁﬂ
army 0 stand &y chanos of snnng e w1 he DEOT e e o poltare sgRemd e oo e Thes e
nvet 10 anily whesh e clarly, brfoacssd Soepl, Slety b el phe ciud e 3l naee orbeerer sfec ¢
comDa. Them &' W0 BUDDING Bhb PDODE. DATVISONE and tuel. Tre pimecl of e gime & % COpRre P iy (e
of SeEPDY Brefy USRS AlS Rive DR DUl uch M

SOFTWARE HINE CLUB - we hog o0f 190 520 Mes o Sifategy 80 Semiabon gasmes kol P Aeared CPC
Sord & irge SAL o7 Setmls, Dask ndfl aviwialve for 404 dink deives . Witen Droiening Bt which maching

Chegues or Poslal orders Payable 1o STRATEGY SOFTWARE
Sond 1o« STRATEGY SOFTWARE, 32 Albert Streel, Seaham, Co Durham 5RT TLd.

DISCBASE

Tha only fast disc-flle organizer lor CPC machines...
"89% of disc users will find DISCBASE indispensabla™ s ape 83

DISCBASE is a specialised database for keeping track of your
disc collection and the files on them.

To bulld up your databasa, simply insert each of your discs in tum
and the program automatically reads them. Then you can search o
find any file in UNDER 1 SECOND !

#* Flick through discs as CATs  * Comprehensive file and disc lists
* Automatic disc updata * Hard copy of lists or CATs

PREDICTS  Nod st SOOHEDRAWS, bat AWATE HOMES
arel MO SCORES,

SUCCESSFUL SELEC
aigmificasaly Esstier than
ADAPTARLE  Probabdstias are given an gyery Bxture
chooso &l many slecikans s you noesd {or your bet. The
pEwcEe predictian frmubs can be sol by (he uses - you can .-H‘-""'H-r
davilp Al bt yous o anbgue medhed. ——
SIMFLE GATA ENTEY Allsexm [ Fre e
m-hnkmﬂumbr-mwrwm- mmmmwm ebireriesy
LEAGUE AKD NON-LERGUE AL Ergleh and Roormek, Loagos teams a1 sapponed,

Faarunies that Poolswirmor parfonms
chanoa.

wrad aleo the non-lssgoe Gdes ofen weed on pochn Soupans
FRINTER FUFFORT  Foll hard oopy prowca of data f yoo bive & prisder

PRICE £24.00 (all inclusive)

AT LAST: Ro mit Arupgling 55 hoaii 1 g the
FIXGENSYNE e

mndmmtmuumwu

Exvures for Mﬂrﬂpm1hﬂhmﬂ-hﬁ :h'm

CHESHIRE SK& 4DP. 7 051 428 T425

.".n‘d!.r.hrl.- of A eakeare

Rrp £11.95. PEP UK fré@, pisass add £1 for Europs. £2 for Rast of Wond

GREYHOUND SOFTWARE (AA)

Kennel Cott, Hockley Lane. Win worth, CHESTERFIELD 542 600
Telephone enguirkes: 02 233 Mon-Sat Spm=-Bpm

PRE-SCHOOL, PRIMARY, JUNIOR

Education

Designed by
Expariencad Toachors
For use in School and Home

o
AR

Wida range of programs
For AMSTRAD CPC - PCW - PC1512
- ATARI ST - SPECTRUM 43

CASSETTE £9.50 per set
DISC £12.50 per sat
Send SAE for List. Stating Amstrad
madal and child's apo.

ARC (ACT11), 51 Coniston Crescent, HUMBERSTON,
SOUTH HUMBERSIDE DN36 4BA. (0472) B12226°

ardw; Bri 3 { RRAP
ﬁ.m-rrldC.P'C-I-G-l MP?MJJI&...'S!. 5“‘ M:Hm‘b:\r - e VI D AT
Amztrad CPCE1 28 Groen wien Joyslick & Solware 00 00266 98 Anc
Amgtrad CPOS12S Colour with Joystich § Softeans . I00.56.. 5508 ANc
MP-2 Motulstos Power Supply - CPCASLBELEIE e 2SS ITABC
D=1 41 3 Dreive inc. Indoriece & Cabie - CPCAG .. L . A5R65.._ 126380
FO-1 2nd 3" Drive - CPCLS (812000 Ko Req. DL-2) oo 0004 AR 14C
DL-2 Cabla - FD-1 1o CPCST2AGI ... e e e Y ]
WIS 2nd 5.25" Drive inc: Flondos Eprom SW . CPC ______ e RS0 _15252 B
Amuirad REZE2 miorace no. Cometar SW - CPC . S——— L . ] ]
PLY Laad, Printer Contronics Parsllel - CPCAAGEA i e Ve T AB F
Sanr LCY0 Paralasl FAT MLO Priegor [Pogs. PLY Lisd) S S L
ZBATFN Filshon - Star LC10_.. Pal. . 030 A B0 F
thwﬂmmw“m C‘-"C : Sk e AT ARG
MICL1%5 Load, Caseetie Reoondid 1o CPC [Llacks-Din)... SC—- T 1 188E
FLAMTHC Troncs &6k Ram Expanton - CPCA6L884 SEE— e e
FALVDIE Tronics 258k Ram Expangion - CPCLLBES .. SS—— L 1]
RALVDHE Tromcs 358k Aam Expanson - CRCE1EE A SO0 _SLEGC
Arratrad 1910827 0081 3 Privthead - WF‘mmﬁﬁEm RS [ ) P LS
Agratrgd 1 TOOOTE Kiayboard Assy (Z70102464 SerEec. .. e 00 5550 D
Armgird 170007 Moytoaed Asdy (27010070211 )-8 Saer Eng e 100 G0 D
DO YOU WANT TO R
THEM SEND FOR OUR :
|Mhmmmmhﬁpmﬂ‘m-
Amgr Protesd (Word Procsssor) - CPCS1 ZRPOW 5595 __J897C
Databiasd Minl Offics 2 CPC (Tapa) ... . . 1485 ATRE
Database Mini Ofice 2 CPC [Disc) 1958 MATE
Tasword 404 (Word Procassor) - CPCAGE . ke o L ITITE
Ampoft 3° Disce DSALL 7™ Drives . Box 10200 . R E
Maxeil 3° Dascs DSALL 3 Drivesg..... . JBax 10 2960 i[5 -]
Varbatim 1.5" DSOD 13585] Bulk Decs W Labals .. e PR 02500, _ATSE
Verbatim 5.25" DS/DD 40/80T Bulk Disce CW Labels P2, 3T TMD
Amgsirad Amecasa Litrary Casn holds 10 3 - T.65 A8 E
AMSI0L Stotape Box Hoids 15 Cased/d0 Uncased T | NEW!...._. 1455 BT2D

g
(ANC}3 mm-nsm-:mmm COD £2.30, Max Uik post chyg. 08 50 péer IR 1500
mmmr Mmpmmm Trmole Tarms of Trading

WAV Berm AA 11
Wal Audio Wnuni & Electrical sﬂi)hul ion
1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 1SR

Ted: ozaa-nmm (6 lines) Hours: Mon - Fri 10.00-5.00




CHEAT MODE

Here comes TRENTON WEBB with another clutch of your cheatin' tactics!

The name's Wong, Mike Wong, Licenced lo Poke. That's just what ha's done with
Domark's Bond Epic Licence To Kill. You get everylhing from Immartality te infinite
anergy depending on the stage. Disk.

1 "Licence To Nill - Disk
2 by Mike Wong

3 ‘Aastrad Action How B9
10 MODE 2 -MEMOEY LTEFF

20 POR n=£8200 TO £8233

30 READ af a=VAL("&"+a3)
40 POEE n,a:c=cta:HEXT

50 IF c>5854 THEM 170

60 FRINT"Insert BOMD..."
70 CALL £EE1S:CALL £B21E
80 DATA 3, a7, 32, e5,e6 a8f
§0 DATA 32,£4,04, 32, 00,27
100 DATA 32, fU,ab, 32, Te,dd
110 DATR 32,02,da, 32, 44,df
120 DATA 32, 7d,ed, o3, 40,00
130 DATA 21,00,80,e5,11,00
140 DATA 00, 0w, 41,4f, 31,82
150 DATA 21,0082 22 1£ 81
160 DATA o8, 3c, 0, 07, 00, 00
170 PRINT“Error...” @
Beat the clock in all four adventures of the
Thunderbirds. This poke from Graham
Smith of Somerset stops the timer dead in
its tracks. You'll never feel like a puppet on
F Y R kL

10 FOR §=0 TO TT:READ 8%
20 x=VAL("&"4a5) ry=yx
3 POKE +59, x:NEXT j
40 IF yo6185 GOTO 100
50 MODE 1 .PRINT“Ingert “
60 FRINT"game disc thea *
TO0 PRINT press any kay"”
B0 CALL 47886:CALL 100
90 GOT0 50
100 FRINT'DATA ERROR
110 DATR 84,21, 63,00, cd, dd
120 DATA be, 79,22, 60,00, 32
130 DATA 62,00,21,00,01,11
140 DATA 00,00, Oa, 41,df, 60
150 DATR 00, 21,85,00,22,86
160 DATA 01,23,00,01,21, 21
170 DATA 01,36, c3,23, 36, 92
180 DATR 23,36, 00,18, £0,21
190 DATR 31, 6s, Ta, fs, 21, 278
200 DATA 11,21,e5,5f,fe,fa
210 DATA 28, 0a 21,2%,57, fe
220 DATA 01,28, 03, 21,2£,57
230 DATA 36, c9,2a, 05, 01,09 &

appropriale juns

2=RECOVERY
J=ALOYSIUS
4=AMDERSOM

Da you want o be a Skweek sneak? That
get mﬁnu I'HE ‘,lmga ﬂﬂ:irtsr from Mike
Wong. quer.ﬁsﬁ?egmﬂ‘s Guids cmesy.
speciacular simply: ]
A= Insert the game mshmwmdﬂte
B=LOAD “Disk"
C'EJET 150
mlm 'I‘-hﬂ GJ’I-LE.- B:EIHEJ' with ‘END'
D= RUN 1
E-H'EW |
F=lInsert disk ﬂiﬂlm savadmm:lti
G=LOAD *POEE" [or ‘Whatewer ﬂmm-
you've given it} |
.-r-mwagmmmm hﬂnmm '
I-HUH

|1 'siweek - m
|2 'y Mike Wong
|3 "Amstrad Action Nov 89
|19 paza 21 'ﬂsfp-,ﬂm 9
_yum o3, 18,08 30, #£, 32 _ |
| 35 DATA 74,99,32, arz.w P2 § '
43 DATA 33,72 1R
53 POR n=iBERY TO amﬁ

'-#m aﬁ:ﬁﬂ{“ﬁm

wm p,mqu

| AMSTRAD ACTION ﬁm

The passwords for :I&'.re]s 1. S of Virgin Gameas'
brilliant bug shoot-em-up are:

THESTART
EYEPLANT
WHATWALL
GOODNITE
SEULLDUG
BIGMOUTH
EREEPIS‘H -

= - iy W S




cﬂh/a’ahmns

We've got a I!F ttlelﬂzt : ,‘1 0

den oldie may be tough but you can
b




PlILEE
Df_ THE FI_lTl_JH

Commando

Thas little baby gives you 255 lives and, E5C34,0
unosially, works on both Tape Method 1 130 PORE 25035, 690
and disk] 140 CALL £5000
150 DATA 205, 122,188,175, 50,

1 * Commands - tapa or disk 15,78
1 ° mmatrad Acticn Feb B8 160 DATA 78.6,6,33,53,7,119,
1a L5EFF 35. 16
20 nga~" 170 DATA 252,195.54,92 @
30 ?"TAFE OR DISK VERSION

(z/D)"
4D a$=OFFERS (IHKEYS)
50 IF aS="D" THEN n{="ooml"
60 IF aSe"T" THEN ni="ocomman

&
T IF nd="" THEN GOTO 40
B0 LOAD 23, 45200
50 PR a=£3000 to £9012
100 FEAD b:PORE a.b
110 =ExT
120 PORE 65C33, oC3: POKE

AN

CHEAT MODE

and keys for the classic jackboot simulator Iato
the Eagle's Nest. Disk.

19 ' Into the Eagles Mest - disk
& ' by Julian Page

3 ' A Classic Collsction

&7 FOR x=LERD TO (EF4D

58 READ z¥

&3 ==VAL("c"+z§)

7@ POKE x.1

B KEXT x

97 CALL cEFOY

185 DATA 21,48,bf, od,dd, be, 79, 22
115 DATA 41,bf, 32, 43 b4, 21, 00 @1
1205 DATA la, 80, 16, 80 e 41, d4F 41
13% DATA bf, 21,22, b8, 22, 84,81, c3
14 DATA 82,00, 38,3, 32,d4,28, 21
158 DATA 39, bf, 22, d5, a8, c3, 58, a8
168 DATA 21,080,909, 22, £8, 25, af 32
175 DATA 99, P, 32,282,193, 88, A1
165 DATR 84 @

Infinibe lves and it allow
cave from A to M on

130 DaTA 19, 32,74,
7 IBO

If your fave rave keeps
sending you to the
grave, why not drop us
a line and demand a
good poking? Write to;
I Want A Good Poking,
AA, 4 Queen St, Bath
BA1 1EL

| AMSTRAD ACTION




S| GREAT STRATEGY GAMES "\

A superb range of Football & Cricket games
SOFTWARE \ for the Spectrum, Commodore & Amstrad
From Challenge Software (formerly E & J Sofiware)

TREELE CHAMPIONS £9-95 Spec 48128 : Com 84/128 : Ams CPC
A ETUNMINGLY REALISTIC FOOTEALL STRATEGY GAME-Canyoulin Tie ThaF.A Cups The
Lasagup Cagy « 4 Divighoron of 20 Toames + 1 [w, 20 boe Loagues Teares - Dtalis of 1500 Paprs - Rasills
& Loagoes ALL Drvsiorn - Laagua Cupni By 154 2nd Rnde « SiFinais oomr 2 Logs - FA Copieadudes Won Laags
- Teaslir Mot Busy AMTY PLAYER ANY DOASION - 3 52l Lovels -Start ANY Dhilgion - SAVE GAME - Tine
Managément - Retaross - 2 In-Masch Sube - Cosching + Fliness Traning -PLUS MUCH MORE.

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS E895 Spec 48128 : Ams CPC
THE INTERMATICHAL CHALLENGE OF THE EROPEAN NATIONS CUR - Goruing Hadors Cup Format wih
full Rardom Deaw of 32 Seaded Taams - Fiturs List, Riguba and Leaguo Takes of ALL B Groups -Discpline &
Mdadical Riparts - Squad of 22 Playere phs Ofwr Playors - 17 Month linecary ol Gualfying Group, (Amanga
Frinndie] and Firal - Plus a0y mors Supers Featrs and Opfons, ELROPEAN CHAMPIONS indudosE & 18
MATCH PLAY SYSTEM which capines all b ACTION, DRAMA & TERSION of knenatonal Focital,

WORLD CHAMPIONS £7-95 Spec 487128 : Com 64128 : Ams CPC
ACOMPLETE WORLD CUP SIMULATION - St Fdardlies - 25 Plryurt - Quairles) Groug - 2 InMaich Sute
- Discping Teble - Sebect Tour Opponen's - Exvra Tma - Inaf Foynds - Players Gan Expadencs - 75 Levels
= TEXT MATCH SSMULATION induding:- .WTMNMEHWMGM!SM&:.WTM
Corners, Froe Kicks, Malch Clock, Panalies - PLUS many oo Featurés,

CRICKET MASTER £8-95 Spec 48/128 : Com 64128 : Ams CPC
ASUPERS SMISLATION OF OHE DAY TICHALICOUNTY CRICKET - Waather, Wickat & Cutfishd
Condifion - Bfing & Dowling Tacfics- Tinam Seleofion - Pt Medium & Spin Bowtorg- d Types of Batamean - Salact
Fosid Lo - 5 Skl Lgvlls » Wichos - Byt - By B - Bl (0t - WS - Droppied Catctogs « Soaeiboind - Bting
4 Bosling Anudyniy- R Rate - Singlo (rdon . 3 Garme Spaeds - STAR FEATURE goompiits MATCHODAVERVEN
shoming Ball by Ball Ao and Commandary and MUCH MORED

TEST MASTER £895 Spec 48/128 : Ams CPC

A COMPREHENSIVE SMULATION OF A § DAY TEST MATCH - Incudes most of the Faatures of CRICKET
WASTER and MATGH OVERVIEW plus Dedaraions - Kightwatchrman - Light Matwr - Flain Siops Pley - Vanieg
Rt of Creinte pir [y - Fllow O - Save G- How Ball - B Light Inlerop Gosg - TEST MASTER Is:a True
reoraaniaton of a Compialn Tact Match and offare B ULTIMATE CHALLENGE & A1 Grickal Enfesissh,

Above games avalisble on disc & Pius £490 Spec & Ams or Plus £2-50 Com PER GAME
§ Trodsi Ceampsions fad drarfpbie ory et B Commociw G472

ALL GAVES s avasiatls by MAIL QRDER for ANEDIATE desparch by 1l
s ot and incldo Fofl reruelions. Staie miych Moacihine & Taps of Diac
i 50 pe (g i LK o £1-50 i Girm for AVTMAIL i Elras,
Baptiend bt Pounds sy Gt

C)&mummﬂmp&aﬁubwm Solwass, SENDTO;
allarige Softwars, Hoom A9, 37 E‘ffntmur Road, ENFIELD, Milddiesex, EM3 TLE

AS
DISCOUNTS
UL PRICE Mm'f

20 Grove Avenue
New Costessey
Morwich
Morfollc NR5 OHNM
England

SAOguare
G9s

RS > LIB (1.0) *
The RSX library utility

Do yauqﬁr:rf R5Xs Disappaintingly Impractical?

% You doen't have the maching code know-haw 19 Tum maching Caode
routings info REXs? *  You find 1§ pointully ime-consaming fo change the només
of your BSX commands? & You ong fonCed o use wastoluly big fies of F5Xs,
vy i o IR WOt 10 Ut tham off? & Your files hove 1o ba loded ot a
Sacific 0ot In memony To work? # Yo hove peoblame with 2 o moce files ol
reaLITNG the same area of memany? % You find it difficult to keep frock of (and
use) your R5Xs, as they are spread aares many different Aled/dscs?

FSX-L1E Allowes you to use RINs Quickly, Simply and Efﬁc!m@'f

& [EX-LE stores the maching coda routines (o be man by your REX
commands) on dite and holds Infarmation about them in s ibrary. ® When you
want b0 Lt ome REXE, select tha oned you requine from the Hosany {-:1 the touch
of @ few buthcns). and RRX-LB wil buid an B5Y e ond sove | Ho dsc reody fon
wsa foulomabealy)l & The RSX Ml producad con be loaded and nun anywheid
in mamory, giving you totol fliesdbidity - RE(-UE coually secrched your machine
coedde tor anyiining that could couse prablams, and chargas if (outomatically) af
tur-time 1o wt fhe currant mamony leaabion. # Yoo con change tha REX
cormencniad rames easly and quichiy If vou nead to batore Bubding the 5 flle., =
You can use your axlsting meching codé routines (ond magaine type-ins, ale)
with REX-LES to ran tham os REX:, = REX-UB will even do its bas! to pick out the
rreaching code routines from euigfing RS flos for usa with REXUB in the some
weayt

A Complete REX Management System.

* A simple-to-use utility with compeanensive (ond fendiy) manual. * No
rachine code expertse required, » Evenything i done at Ihe tawch of a few
biuttans, and is a5 useful o he novics as fo The expaiencsd progrommer & The
rmanual iInchades ful speciicabons for the 52 RS supolied, and thare s an axample

| program showing Their use. & The BSXS themmselves aré wall worlh the monay!

&ﬂtahje fgr aH CP‘C machinﬂ-sl Cihagoes (€ Steclingl, Elrocheques, or LK PO jor

I3 1585 (UNL L2145 (Eorcgp). £21.95 (Rast of Wik
but supplied on DISC ONLY payabis i "TMOgWERe Syshoms” plads.

FOUNDATION SOFTWARE

E D
MULTI-TRACK STEP TIME MIDI SEQUENCER

*  Composs and #.rrl:lnqa‘owurmmw w and sove al song data te dise,

*  Play up to B diffeant Vakees ond 4 Porcussion sounds smulfarsaushy eoch with
odiustatle Valume and Rl 7 oshave ndde range, Volcos can be modfed with
Sushain o Vikeoio.,

*  Powerfu Shep Tene Dottor with up fo @9 Pablecm ond 256 bar song memony. Mobes
nmmmmm-wi; o om0 Synith keyboord. Paliennd &on be Copled
ond Trorspoied. Boch patiemn con hiv different Tempo ond Boatybar T
con be oasigred ho oy ML Chonnol of muted. MO clock ks Wmhm

e g

*  Funs on CPCAS (with disc dive), CPCAS and CRCE1IE. Wera with RAM. DHECP
g ENMR MIDEInberfoces. Driwes ony MIDH Symih andyior Drum Maching incheding
thea katast Mullitirmisns Syrths

* Ak incuded [ a MIDI Song Linker ond 14 songs to demondlrate I parfomanca,

Armslnod CPC disc: £34.95 inc VAT P&P

Send Cheques to: Foundation Software, 1 Brookhouse Read, Cove,
Famborough, Hants. GU14 ODP. Tel (0252) 543945 (after Spo)

ASTROLOGY for beginners
Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad

Buy a Starter pack comprising a simple m o calculate &
horoscope. an introductory booklel and 2 sell-teaching programs
{ how 1o interpret the horoscope ).

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowlcdge required
For ALL Amstrads (CPC, PCW, PC, FPC)

Payment by Access [/ Visa, Cheque, PO, Flease stale make of
compueter or send s.a.e fabout 5°x7) for free catalague gluing
details of our wide range of programs for
PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS
inctuding compiete natal inlerprelaiions and foreoesting.
Algo | CHING, GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHTHYMS, etc.

ASTROLCALC
(Dept A/A) 67 Peascroft Read, Hemel Hempstead,
Herts HF3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 51809

. A &A (ANY & ALL)
CDMPUTEHE

- L ]
Free Sheel Feeders worth ™ " with Amatrad POW 9512
"
Free sPortables belephones iwerth 300 squid) wilh FRCs
#* L
Free Lighigun & ﬁm: 'v.1lh Spockled:Drums

Ammlga 5 witls Neacly M'S-.nmwmh nd'mm.c:s- & bits fnr"'l&&rm Barbarian,
Nlesu I.‘Ai‘aﬁ'!mclc al, i aeparate dise

S1°s with 22 5 worlh m'cr cﬂa J hlJr.'k Hndrm l;'lr o Akenoid
%.."“’mm%mm M:ﬁ"" o iR m';{,:f& T pc G, sight o el

sirad PC. & l.'l‘ll:lﬂ' '|Il
a mas-sm: RAM & wivose Baslc

We dizcounl every-Lhi

! Uiy supposod to have
E‘Iﬂlm by Auiliur Mulkarde.

USHOITIETS Ins!url.bum Lo the letter
who mcﬂllhr e r.rm.u I'crr hile parce] 1o be marked “KEE '!I'CI'LZR

CGODDAM HANDS OF F

Muxedl L discks, No el st bnllakions of the reel
;h: Mlﬂﬂrﬁ m“a?:retgmsl’:nchrf\lthg '-:?119 gll, 1 thﬁm& 1y} Mdlsv:'ks These are
I.ut} lght sixe [& sl o Theye discounl
l’ri i Aurnmirad, 51 SaLllt I:'_,HI[ o HE[;-;“E lhﬁll NEC,

nilers Tinira Ar, Se HH e SOME 8 n:-
Camnon, THX, .ﬂ.m:.l.r'hd Siar, ] nﬂhn Clibeen, E.'phun Siar. (ASA
o Not wasle space). Lnnd_:.ngja.

e poooasrang DODY JONES Ld srnth m_lﬂr##'!'mlmwm -

"I“['l'_“]( SWEET -HENKTT)

i TMAN
Basl FOOTEI.&.LI. wme; Fantiatic, Graat, Ace
w do | defent the Whals 2
This Ia what INDY should hava been like)
“PROTECT. THE INN.O.CENT

ATMAM MOVIE™
EMLYM HUGHES INT SDCCER
HEW ZEALAND STORY

RICK DANGEROUS
ROBOCOP
PURPLE SATURN DAY 16 Biters LODK-QOUT, PDS5's hare
PROTEXT My next Word-Processor
“GOMNE FISHING™ BRILLIANT BOARD GAME only 14.99
Loads am oods o wevers (bt enly o theyre good {Take 2 ool 3t SPECIAL ACTHON by
Coean). Well, that's it for another Moath. | fuest wart 6o say Lni you 19 ol of the people who
Irelpeed keep me oub ol *Debbors Court”™. Hello M & Mes Helland of Skifnal & Karl with 2 6128 &
Hacmmacky E100 (fee sale flks], whe Eves n E o, Birmingham 1o mentin buk a lew. [More
|:r|'_'1.l. lr[ml:n Feople], Finally: W bave proven that AN business stvle werks. So thanks for the
13, you know where we are. and ganiysords, PS; THE FIRST 6 PEOFLE [PLACING
ﬂﬂﬂmm CAN TELL ME WHAT HALF A BYTE I3 CALLED WILL, RECIEVE A FREE
GAME, Clue; BEGINS WITH N, ENDS WITH E & HAS BB 4 THE MIDDLE. Tiebreaker, CPC
slands for Co.-;\ur Personial l.','.quw.!r B wihial dm .'nlan Michael &Jw '.[‘H.ul'l]l‘-q[ abreisie 1o



CHEAT MODE

THE ELITE CLUB

pilots on last month's-toster were in need
WMBIMNEWWW “eial
thealuﬂ&;p

{1 all things in Elite, some of the most oru-
‘are those of target identification.

""Im‘raa hw-l.hi!mu space trader vou don't
_mtad mm mu

t blasting paml:es Dﬂlﬂ' o ﬁnd that

forward gun sight Speed up, and with luck
you can get on their tail and pop off shots in
relative safety.

This method is the most effective against
those pesky little sidewinders, because they

hmtuiwuandmty are 80 manoeuvrablo.
& pland I fgnore those Thargons and go for the mother-
me_mm ship. Missiles, energy bombs and ECMs will
4 ; of, your and i/ . have no effect so don't waste vahuahbe Arepow-
had-* mmm JETGArD T, o MO i Athere or and time. When the mothership is little more
bﬂmmucl.wmrmm [&mm]a:iﬂxt tﬁl nhaitely pita ] | than debris, collact the Thargons with your

key has the effect ¢ 5 10-tho

. fuel scoops, it's cash and it's free!

) ¢ When using an ECM to trash missiles wait
Wnﬁ the pTOOAES: yai’  until it has almost hit you, this way you get the
Thqn{mtuamllm f b &, chance to get three at once,
ﬁ then The goiden rule of combat when all's said
‘Ehlutan 3 : 5 i ] g7 . and done is to make sure you have got a nice
hﬂrau et go to the galatic gets betiind you then it's beet to- I\ little place you can hyperspace off to when the
ahd press Fﬁwmmmmmﬁm& Munitpluuannmmwﬂhmmmm going gets too hectic
l::t p&m in this case —mdtha
mnnﬁwwmmmﬁlam-
ok the answer To-gty qu EI.I'I'E' THE ROAD TO GLORY
month? If 56, get o S . —
caf0s and let the EPC know. Thére aie pldyers ] 0 EELER g Bow sxady you
ut-thers who need help and you mighiibe the 53 .
only ne who can save themi. " FL A
maaéﬂps r* e S
%; . > s
Mmmmupmaraﬂﬂq
degumes incroasing impottance, £ and
Fuodal planets are happy h.unu.tq grounds,
and those sun scooping skills come in really
handy when you need to power up for & fast
getaway.

® ELITE ROSTER @ ELITE ROSTER @ ELITE ROSTER ®
Furzton, Milton Keynes. #® Archangel Savage
@ Archangel Groovy 0908 B02863 Rating: Elite
m Rating: Dangerous Alias: Alasdair Allan
“Alias: Sam Bennatt ® Archangel Jenkins 18 Heriot Ave.
Fithestowe, Suffolk. Rating: Eiite Kilbrine, Ayrshize.
#Commander Pip Texer 0354 670633 Alias: Bill Jonking
Rating: Dangerous Home Planot, Isoned (galaxy /  Cramlington, Norhumbagland. ® Commander Butlin
Alias: James Grant McQuarrio twio). Motto‘You nolonger have | 0670736155 Rating: Competent
Strathclyde, Scotland. & probiem|* Lo i Alias: Ray Butlin
041 942 5822 - .. @ Archangel Gabriel 1 Broome Close
My ship’s name Thanic, have # Commander Soott ‘3’  Rating; Deadly Horsham, West Sussex.
poople name their ships! Rating: Compatant X »;‘.'Q_'AHH:JMW
Alias: Mike Scott Sl Pershare; Worcs, ® Archangel Dan
# Commander Cameron Angus-Scodand. = — ::mm— Rating: Dangerous
Rating: Dangerous (fugitive) Ll s R — = How-caAll T -got- m mmun Alins: Danial Rooley
Alias: Alistair Cameron Is theré-apy way to predict or One? 16 Park Mews
Danestone, Aberdeen. prevent & pirate attack when Pool-in-Wharfdale.
0224 825299 you dock at a Coroils Space sta- imm
What do I do with this cloaking  tion? __Raging. Deadly # Commander Wilo
device | picked up from a firry- : Alias: Alistair Holt Rating: Deadly
legged purple jobster I bumped @ Commander Hawke ~7 1 Gillingham, Kent. Alias: Iain Wilson
into pear Lecnari in Galaxy  Rating: Unkmown - 0634 370089 40 Boylestonoe Road
three? Aliag: V Hawlke Glasgow, Scotland.
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HACKING

s

Last month's Shinobi Cover Tape
demo gets the
PHIL
HOWARD
treatment this
month in part
six of his
hacking
tutorial...

t's oné thing to go on (and on) about

cheat-finding, but it's quite another to

actually get on, and have & go at it in the
fiash. I've steered clear of being too specific
up until now, bacause not everyone owns the
same games, and that's made the whole thing
very awkward. But now there is a piece of
code to play around with, that all Amstrad
Action Teaders own — the very excellant birth-
day game Shinobd 80 thack. down the tape
and dust off wudtamaemhlm:::a this iz
how to poke it = Jt o b I

o

7t "m,ai
5]

wmamwh -:rﬂhtapr o diskd(if yot own
ol in a form that gan b iodned, axamingd,
alkered and qvéntually fup. Owite romarkably,

[*SHINOBIBIN®| to "N0ASY and_sxamine the
amd.emwm'ﬁnr_lm ndmuss&ﬂAEC;mrem
s jump 1o b
instruction which executes the! main progrash
“nce it has oaded apd:an be patched to redi-

\expénded memory, can'use_tba BACKDUMP
rqutine” listed in ﬂqsadw'umbnw 48 (that's
“WhiEbda for), mmmnmam

program, mh‘pck form, orild your oW tape; |

The transfer
The firgt froblem)ls o mm@ ‘magn pro-, ¢

.Ihuknda:hhmpmmdn:: g0 i you loag”
{BC3 800 &0D). This is the 4 |

\rect comfrol~t0" Ygu. 'l'hm with*a 612801 =

tine sr-mrmm wrill tmm.'jl'ﬂr me mm game -

Normally you will find that fn muiti-load
games such as this, the main contyel program,
loaded first, containg all the code needed to
nin the game. The subsequent loadslevels
are merely new graphic information to wrap
around the onginal workngs, and
are of no interest. The exception 1o
the nule in this case, however, is
Fiatoon, which consisted of four
entirely differant games which
overlaid one another as the
main game progrossed (hencs
tha sbsenca of an adequate
cheat).

Having transferred the
program onto & tape, you

can then put it onto disk &
u.ﬂth the routine DISC-
TRAN i you wish.

What's on offer
OE, mwmwmsgamehasfmuhm
there is a timer, a one-off “smart bomb™ type
feature, & high score table, and it's written by
Richard Aplin, who, if you remember one of
his sartier games, Fly Spy (see AA 23), has a
tedency to build in cheats of his'own. All in
all, quite a bit to find.

Locking’ through the program with the
ASCII display (use ASCILST if you don't have
8 better poe), you will find at &384A there is
an indication of a butlt in cheat, but T'll leave
the explanation of that to Richard (Alright, I
can'tget it 1o work!). Down at &1BC3 is the
word CHEAT, this is displayed at the end of
the game il it detects an alteration. &39C4 is
the ftart of the high score table. If you want
tocifsatt your own name into the top position,
change locations &39E3-&39EG, 1.e

Poks GI9E3, asc(™P")

Poke £IPE4,asc{™h")

Poka §3085, asc(™i")

~Foks 63986, asc("17)

Then insert the ofiginal tape [at
the point where it stopped when
you transfered it) and CALL
&DO0. The game will then load
and run as pormal If you want
o usa the SHINLOAD program
without running ASCILST, First
lower the memory top by typing
OPENOUT "W MEMORY &A00,
then type LOAD “SHINLOAD".
You can alter memory locations
with POEEs and executs the
Shinobi program by typing CALL
&D00,

Moving right along, (Tm

[nsider dealing

afratd you'll peed a disassemblor/manitor
here) using the BYTE SEARCH. look for a
&3E 504 (load A, number of lives). It is found
neéstling at address &1585. Lock one step fur-
ther, at the instruction &32.&B8.&0D (load
jocation &O0DEBE.A) st &15B7, this tell you
where the lives are stored, at S&0DEB. It is
poasible here to change the 4 at &15BE,
with a larger pumber (but keep
it balow 128 this time) L. Poke
&16B6,10 then CALL &D00, as
befora, and count the Hves.

Immortality, anyone?
To be parfectly honest, at this point,
I wok my own advice and soarched
the program for references to &0DBS,
g0 that | could track down the location
where the lves reduce, but although
thete are some refarences, it didn'
unearth the correct place. This is due to
the fact that a shghtly different method
from normal was used. At address &OFS2 the
H register is loaded with &0D then, separate-
Iy, the L register is loaded with SB8, rathes
than HL being dealt with gingly as a double
byte register Consequently, the BYIE
SEARCH couldn’t find it. |t 15 a rather unzsual
mathod, but worth bearing in mind for the
future, as is any differeni technique. The

& BASIC Hating DESCTRAN: rewind your cogry

ispa: run the lisling presa PLAY and any kury,
ke sure you have o disc i the drive.

1 "DISCTRAN

2 "Tranafers tape saved
3 ‘version of SHTNLOMD
4 ‘to disec,

5-.

10 |TRPE.IN: |DISC.0UT

20 OPDEOUT WU MEMORY GADO

30 LOAD"mhimlead”

40 SAVE"shinload” b, GAS9, £3309, 6000

instruction &35 (dec(HL]) at &0F66 counts
down the lives - try it out.

Poke &F66,0 then CALL &DOO, as before.
The game now knows you have cheated and
will display the fact at the end, but until then
you have infinite lives.

Clock this

The noxt thing is the Umer. Again using the
BYTE SEARCH to locate all the &27 (DAA)
instructions in the program will easily track
down the night routine (eventualy) for you
{see box A poke in tims). The DAA instruc-
ton &5 at &3200, the start of the routine is at

s
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HACKING

&3I1EA. This routine has two parts. The first
measures a second in time by counting up to
42 (B2A), looping back inte the game if less,
The second part actually reduces the timer,
seconds first, then minutes whaen the seconds
reach zero.

There are & number of ways the routine
can be altered to stop the timer, but there is a
snag. At the end of each stage your soore is
increased by the number of seconds you have
loft, using the second part of this same rou-
tine. If you replace any 3D (dec A) in the sec-
ond part with &00 it will not only stop the
timer, but it will also mean that the game will
lock up at the end of the first stage {try poke
&31FF,0 and see what happens). The best bet
ig to put a &C9 (retum) in at the start of the
first part. This will return to the game instead
of counting the 42 leop, dizabling the second
timing mechanism and stopping the clock.

Poke &31BA&CI then CALL EDO0 as
before for infinite time.

Wait, there's mora!

Finally; it occured to me that if there was a
uilt in cheat for this game, it might be
accessed by & sequence of key presses, 50 1
set to work looking for &ED,&78 (IN A(C)) the
indicator of a key press routine (see Insidar
Dealing AA 49). The appropriate one turmed
up at B&2335 in the key detection routine that
garts at %2218, Searching for &18.823 (o
find calls) only found one reference, at &0D26,
which iz a jump number &C3 &18,&23, This is
a method often used by a programmer when
there is a need to relocate routines during the
game's development. It is then only necessary
to altar one jump number, rather than lots of
calls,

Anyway, CALLS to &0D268 detect koy-
presses 50 a search for &26,&0D produces the
Iocations, the number loaded into the H regis-
tor before the call gives the block, and what
reburns back from the routine in the A register
gives the number in that block At S0F23
block no 8 is scanned (ESC key), at &0F4A
Dlock 3 1s scanned (P key - pause), at &140C
block 5 is scanned (SPACE koy), and at other

& BASIC listing SHINTRAN: rewind the SHE-
HOBLDEMO tape to the start: Run the listing
allow the game 1o load as normal: When i
slops, remove the game lape from the cas-
salie player, insert & blenk tape, press PLAY
and RECORD, then any key. The im
part of the program will save [iself onto your
tape. The mic resels when complete.

"SHINTHAN

"This program transfars
"the main SHINOBI gane
‘onto tape as a standard
"BLOCE saved program.

7 "|tape I a 6128/664

B a

10 DATR 06,08,21,1F,BF,11
20 DATA 09, 50,00, 8C,BC, 21
30 DKTh 59,08, 11,00, 33,01
40 DATA 00, 00, 38, 02,00, 58
50 DATR BC,CD, 8F,BC,C3,00
60 DTh 00, 53,48, 49, 48, 4C
70 DATR- 4F, 41, 44, IE, BF, 32
B0 DATA EE, 0R,C3,99,0A
30 y=0

100 FOR x=¢EF00 TO EBFIE
110 FEAD a%:a=VAL(“&"+a%)
1X) POFE =, a:yey+a:HEKT
13 IF yo4FRd THEN 180
140 SPEED WRITE 1

150 OPENOUT "W":MEMOEY £900
160 LOAD"shinchi deme™
170 CALL EEF2E

160 PRINT"data error”

N s R B

places Block 8 iz scanned (JOYSTICK).

1 didn’t orginally kmow the SPACE key
was usod, so back to the game to try it out. |t
proves to be a “smart bomb” type feature,
which can only be used once (not a lot of peo-
ple know that!). Back inside the program at
81404 and &1408 are two Instructions which
check whether it has been used; they restrict
aocess to the keypress if it has already been
used, It 15 a simple matter to stop these
instructions checking up on you - blot them

A POKE IN TIME

(sub 01). Unlortunalely, becausa the
rks oul the final value in HEX fhe

nol really what is |
o bung ina I'.'IILIL r

and imers.

out (or at least the one which sends you back)
with a zero, Le. Poke &140B0 then CALL
&D00 as bafore. You now have infinite “what-

aver they are”

Credit where credit's due

There's lots more to discover, if you have the
time to do so. Of course you can put all the
pokes in at once. It was good of Vingin to
leave the demo unprotecied, and Richard
Aplin to give us 50 much to play with - and a
great game to boot!

I've had to postpone a particularly facinat-
ing delve into the depths of the tapesdisk sys-
tem (come on, its not that boring) untll next
month, bit in the meantime, thanks to all
those people who hawe written in - there are
some really interesting ideas, so keep them
comingl

# BASIC listing ASCHLST: Rewind your copy

tapa: run the listing prass ply and any key. i
youl have the program on disk it will also load.
running the listing a second time will nol re-

Joad the progpram.

1 ‘ASCIILET

2 ‘This progras will load

3 ‘and display the ASCTI

4 ‘represantation of the

5 SHIHLOAD- transfor.

£

10 IF PEEX(FFF)=32 THEN 40
20 OPENCOUT "W NEMORY SADO

30 LoD~ shinload”

40 FOR x=CD00 TO 63000 STEP 32
50 PRINT HEXS(x):TRB(T);

60 FOR y=0 TO 31

M pePEER (yéx)

B IF p>lif THEN pep-128

80 IF p>3l THEM PRINT CHRS(p):; ELSE
FRIMT=.";

100 HET: PRINT : KEXT

® SHINTIME: Timer routing »t £31EA detect:
ed by finding DAA instruction ot 83200

3LEA ] 90 © 10 A, (f0%0E)
3 @ | A

3LEE 0 B W

3EF B &F © 10 A, (bDSFE)
F2 DEC A

FI X &F 0 I (0CErE) A
3186 0O BT K

3157 3 24 ID A2
3159 2 & 00 LD (0DETH),A
3LFC 3 B2 (0 LD A, (CDSEE)
aw oec A

10 27 DAL

INLFE 8 > 4

303 20 14 b OB ral |
N5 W b A (CORDE)
3208 57 o A

3209 20 08 * K 2N
208 32 & 0D 1 (0D8ER),A
3208 X o A
00F 2 %0 o Ib  (onsom),A
3212 9 -
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This is the place to find what software and
hardware is available for your CPC. We list
programs by category, and provide produc-
&r; phone number; price; issue in which the
item was reviewed; and last but not least,
a brief description of the program's features
and, where appropriate, shortcomings.

But don't take our word for it: if you're
in doubt read the original review before
you splash out, and make sure by asking
the person you're buying from that it meets
your particular needs. Best of all is a
try-out, if you can find a friend who has
what you're thinking of buying.

B WORD PROCESSING

Brunword 6128

Brunning Software = (245 252854

£16.50 tape, 25 disk @ AAZ4

40 or B0 cobemn mode; sped checier loaded nto eTos memo-
ry. Suitahils fior expended 128K machines, Superscriptisnd-
scrigt effects on-eeen. Includes DatafDe, Avallsbie as
“Jurior Brusmwoed® st £12.86 in slightly cut-Jown wersion.

Pendown

Logotron = 0223 323656

£189.95 disk @ AA18

A complete tetoriad in the thecey and penctice af word pro-
ceasing — K5 great fup, o0, Open systes, owing muoch o
expensive ITP packages

Protext

Armor = 0733 63908

£19.95 tape, £36.95 disk, £39.95 ROM @ AA3
Lightning fast on all tasks mwobving screén. True merging
[romn Separate files and didke to the careor position is asey,

Mini Office Il

Database Sof

L

Pyraword

Discovery = 0742 753423
£14,95 tape, £17.95 disk @ AA18

Similar In use vo Discovery's Pyrader. [T loada a prale of
inks, printer codes and charactar sat. Ward countleg,
chianging dlak deives etc - "housckesping” tasks - are
bardily located. Uses extra memory of 120K machings
for spociing peinted documents and storing text. Trae
file marging s imposslbie. and I3

oontral keys ate odd. Marging
annot by pot harthet spart
than B0 columne. sithongh
Pacng a prioter ool chas-
o i1 tho right hand sde
allows wider documents o he
printad

and Frotazt supparts stasdard CPC REX s like DISC, TAFE,
CAT ete. ROM varsion is exoelient. Bad points: maximum (e
space limited 1o machine memany ~ aboet LK on disk, JE
fox the ROM verson. As used by AA, if that's any recommn-
diation (don’s answer thatl

Tasword

Tasman Software = 0532 4385301

464, 464D, 6128, £10.95 tape, £24.95 disk # AA1

64 b this tape based version (the sama ae Ameweed), 464D
has enhancoments for & disk dove. 5128 makes fall use of &
6128 extea memogy, Th latter pair mclude mallmerge el
7. Eaay to got to know: comprehensive help screens. Screen
aperatiang ae dlow, but may be customized for greates
Epaad

Wordstar

Micropro/Cumana = (433 571666

£49.95 disk (CPM) @ AA1

Files can bo ae biy asthe spans svidshie A professions] pro-
gram, with huge mamanl and & layoot like mission coatral. If
you want & fopotion, £ 18 i there . somewhens. Not fast

B PRINTERS

Mapufocturars’ recommendsd redad prices are Ssted a5
guideltngs, bet beavy discounts are offered by netadons

Amstrad DMP/2160

= (279 454555

£148 including VAT @ AAS

Lioad throogh feont: printer must be sbowve paper, but loading
continuous statonery 18 exsy. Poor NLO mode. £5 for ribbans
Liowr priced, rathet than a bangain

Amstrad DMP3160

= (279 454555
£199 + VAT @ A4S

Simdas to but faster than DMP2160. Accepss all [BM and
Epaca printing oodes. NLO & Sroit lading syt Good buy.

Amstrad DMP4000

T (79 454555

£349 + VAT @ AAZD

A vl taxt cruncher, Wida carriage, and really fiss actost the
papac, up to about 200 ¢ps {in NLO about 50 cpe). Fonts svail-
abia: standard 9 pin Fica, Elite, sundensed etc. - but they are
dafferent, rather than just adjusted spacing for the sams char-
SCUAE

Amstrad LQ3500

= (279 454555

£349 + VAT @ AAZL

Cheapest 34-pin printer. Papér Ioadod from the resr - mone
time consuming, 30 cps in better quality mode, and 62 ops in
dradt. Print quelity emoelont: plosty of Aiffesont type-styies
il iny. Mot wltra fast

Citizen 120D

= (800 282692
E199 + VAT @ AAL3
Dimersions: 17 kgs, and 7am x S0me x Xom. Draft
qualny 5 'dotty, &nd poog, bt NLO is sharp and sample. A
qubed beast, with cable 1 the compater connected on the
gide. Murmal inciodes 3 cotnpiete writton boeakdown of &l
the prioter contml commands, and their effects.

Epson LX800

o (1 90 8352

£279 + VAT @ AAZS ——
Veary faat for 9 pin. Control panal for stybé selection, atmr——
Epson coepatible. Reverse winding aboets roedquites care,

though

Epson EX800

= 01 902 8392

£620 + VAT @ AA29

Ussgriedabie in 100 ways - cat sheet febds, seial pocts, longer
ltse ribibors Onidet, with respectable printing spesd. Bans
Serit/Roman NLO fonts incorporated. Cogtral panel 1o select
fomits - just the same bont with different spacings.

Epson LQ500

= (1 502 8502

£399 + VAT @ AAX

Features galore and peice o masch. Handes both Sans Serif
and Roman oryles of NLO, for instancs Coloas-pringing
upgrade ot avaiabie. 24 pin printes, offering excelent quallty
printing - Comtro paned b0 selact from many availabie fonts (e
thi s foet st different widtha)

Panasonic KXP3131U

« (753 73181

£335.25 [discont.) @ AA20

Dalsywhes! tharsfore superh quality = biat can't peint bit
graphics {no trendy screen dusmpa), and I you want different
forts, you bave to plug [n 2 dafferent Disblo-compatibbe ane
ot quist

Mannesmann Tally MT81

= 0734 TE8T11

£149 + VAT @ AALD

Disnenaions: Mmmn x 100mm x 266mm; weight, 4.5 ige
Frimts Epson and [EM graphics. Drafl mode print qoality is
good: square printhead pins pat ink onto groster aress. The
printed cutput & more ormate than the Citzen. Manual is
saperh, bat fals down in fadling to explain corrral codes: fo
that you hawe o by the appioations memual Certainly a
very good ey
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Panasonic KXP1081

= 753 T3181

£319 +VAT # AADS

Similer to DAMF20002150: chunky, 9 pias, 10 nch curmage
and compatibls writh Epson codes. Thorough A4 matesl
pood NLO mods — better than DMP - and condensed, dralt
and NLO modes.

Star LC 24-10

Star LC-10

= (1] 840 1800

£29299 + VAT ®# AAT2

st poice b o standiard dof, matrix printer. Fonts salectad
by bethon, rathar than typing i Addly contral code:. Second
poce i b pelatively nexpensive oolonr modal. (rees mmiln-
colonar rilbben 0 prodiecs different mives, though there are
ey Do comDE progras o ke advenrage of U
cpalsity (Bart sw the Coioerdup review B AASE, page
Hl

|
1
|
1
1
|
|
|
|
|

B INTEGRATED
PACKAGES

Protext

Amnor = 0733 68909

£19.95 rape, £26.95 dizk, £39.95 ROM @ AA3
Lighininy fs on a8 tatis inwolving screen. Tnao monging
e Stpasate es and disks to the cursor position & ey,

Protext Filer/Office
Amor = 0733 68509

£24 95134 05 disk @ AAM

DCrazalektn that weorks comforiably with Protext, hes powerhal
serting options and comprebensive innoios fromter. Caa be

B EDUCATIONAL

PROGRAMS

Amstrad Selection

Fernleaf Education = 0474 359037

£35.95 disk/tape & AAT

For age range 7 to 12+ Exghtprograms - inchodingPletchors
Caseie, Market Stail, The Parfume Hinter, The Rekders, Perry
Caprain, Treasure, and Thorm Sea.

Arc Master Pack Plus

Arc Education = (472 812126

£48 disk @ AAZZ

A misrie pici of 7 progeams: Junicr, Primary; &
pacentichild adveatiure; DR Logo and woed gumes Each sec
availalie a1 09 tape and C12 disk. Wl presentod with good
graphics, reasonabls s detes end plenty of options

Kosmos

Eosmos = 05255 3842
£9.95 tape, £13.95 disk® AA32
Antwer Hick hnior (it lets you sither answar the quas-
ton; make & choioo from a onmber of options;, or say whether
soenething i tred or false. There's elso Factfils 500, sets of
additional questions for the progrem: avichmetic, spelling,
sport and natural katery

Thet oty range fom Kosemos: vocebolary tuaos i
Freoch, Spanish Gormen and asan

Funschool 2

Database Soltware = 0625 875388

£9.95 tape, £14.95 disk® 4243

So ram = it that sducational software gets into the charts
that it made the
news pages of the
witkly compatar
press Actoally
there are thres
great packages
bee: under sires
=ix 10 eights and
over fighis.

Wordhang

Bourne Education = 0794 523301

£9.95 tape; £14.95 disk & AA32

O of Bourme's range of 1en programs. Oehers inchade
Happry Lettors, Naosbers and Wiiting (a3 Infant); Timemun
Oea'Two and Mag Rally (sl Jonicr); snd the exoelent
Chemuistyy and Physcs Revision (Senior)

B BUSINESS/

ACCOUNTS

& Sew also Pendown i Woed Processing'

Protext Office

Arnor = 0733 68909

AA BUYERS

£34.95 @ CPM+, 6128 only @ AAM ;
Raquires Prodext and Promenge to run. Information inputted
using Protart Mail merge templates incloded, and very wall
implemented irvoice prnting featare. A genuinedy usafol
bosiness sylemL

SD Microsystems range
SD Microsystems = (462 675106

General Ledger @ £19.95 @ AAT

Sales Invoicer Pack @ £19.95 @ AAZS

Small Traders Pack @ £24.95 @ AA26

Stock Accounting System @ £39.95@ 6123 only @
AAn

5D Micmsystemns have & range of guality small bosiness sy
tems. Corsalt original reviews lor in-depth explnations of
‘what cach does and how it differs from the othirs - or befter
il ring them and ask

B DATABASES

AtLast Plus

Rational Solutions = 056681 511

£39.95 @ CPM+,128k machines only # AAID
Powerful: developed nto weers raqeinomants. Data capacity
restricted only by disk siee, and splitting felds into emaler
lamnants possibie. Printéd outpi inpressve. Bealy process-
ing.

Masterfile Il

Campbell Systems = 0378 77762

£39.95 CFM+ # AAD

Wikh panent/chdld records - enabling tving togethr of
records, saving space and time. Screen kayouls and repons
meni selectad; Dot fof faint baarts, bat good mesuits.

Random Access Database
Minerva Systems = (392 437756

X095 disk @ AAS

0 or B0 oo SCTED. mmwmmm-
boas mmmmmmm

# 5o also Indo-Semipt ', [ntegrated Packeges'

B SPREADSHEETS

Mastercalc 128

Campbell Systems = 0378 77762

£33 disk & 128K machines & AA4

Can show bwo pasts of spreadsheet st ance [clodes
noteped and celoulator. ey to use, but the mathemascal
formulee can coly consist of the four basic anithmetic optons
Sows down 28 more dasa 5 entered

Matrix

Andiogenic Software = 01 861 1166
£34.95 disk @ AAR

Uses disk 1o store dats ~ 50 good capaciy oo the plus sida, -
Dt pescer epoed on the minus side. Graphie opthons axoellest
(mscyein peompls rane, making i hard ol frst. Caloulating
Pt good

Supercalc I
Amsoft/Sorcim = 0277 230222

£49.95 CPM+ @ A

First class docamenkation. Calculations can bé detarminatise
= parformed on whether cr pot cells contents mateh given
vilus. Excallent balp prompts and acithmetlc hanctions.

| AMSTRAD AcTiON B3




What

comes out
of the same offices as
Amstrad Action, only four
times as often?

Britain's
leading

news-stand computer
weekly magazine.

Look what it offers!
® Weekly packed news pages covering all
the latest developments in computing.
® Weekly product reviews, features,
technical tips, letters, analysis.
® Weekly CPC section written by AA's editor
Steve Carey.
® Weekly shopping bargains including a

ial voucher scheme guaranteed to save
you money.

T OMPUTER
GEXPRESS

First news, best buys - every week

Out every Thursday
in all good newsagents.

ﬁ%n(eﬁ '

INVEST WITH PRO-PUNTER

Tum your CPCBI28 into an expert racing adviser!

* PRO-PUNTER is a sophisticated, disc-based expert
computer system for home micros which ACCURATELY
interprets horse racing form

* [n extensive trials over both FLAT AND NATIONAL HUNT
SeAS0NSs

| 57% of horses top-rated by PRO-PUNTER won,

| representing an average post tax PROFIT per race of B0%

| of capital invested

|  85% of winners came from within the top three rated

| representing an average post-tax PROFIT per race of 15%,

all three backed

| * Researched and developed over three years, PRO-PUNTER

uses information from the racing press and analyses ALL
major aspects of racing form

* Produces a RACE FORECAST, gencrales a COMPUTER
8.P.. highlights good and poor VALUE BETS and OFFERS |
INVESTMENT ADVICE.

* PRO-PUNTER adjusis automatically 1o the race under |
analysis. You don't need to be an éxpert yoursell

# Since Its launch in May 1987, proofing to the racing press
has resulted in a profit in excess of B0 level-stake points |

over 70 races and a strike-rate in excess of 5056,

* Avallable now on CPC 68128, all Amatrad PCW's, BBC, 1
Atarl ST, IBM and PC machines.

PRICE £57.50 lacluding VAT, P&P.

Orders and enquiries to: DGA SOFTWARE,

PO Box 36, Ashton-Under-Lyne, Lancs OLT BAJ.

Tel: 0681-330 0184, Please Specify Machine
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AA BUYERS

Cracker

Newstar Software = (277 229508
£49.00 disk CPM+ @ AAS
Speoadshects myast be created / G"
from scratch. Docamentation o -
jgood, command Sequences soom = o és.
loarned. Mathematical functions $
well dane, with randoms nam /7 i
beérs catesed for. Files limited to dgél;'

17K - and formulse program
ming oot well implemented,

8\

Amdrum

Chestah = (222 555525

£495 8 AM3

Digital drom machine. Editor compretensine. ot Midi oom-
putible to hear cotpot you phag it into amplifer.

DHCP Midi Interface

DHCP = 440 61207

£58.95 intorfocs, £34.95+ disk s'wars @ AAZ3

DHCP produos Midi soltware for wasious Midi intar{acss for
CPC, wivich ara inoompatible with each othe:.

Micro Music Creator

First Byte Software = 0226 765086

£9.95 tapa, £14.95 digk, £24.95 ROM @ A4S

A muslc composar that leds yoo put staves and notes
cnacredn and play bane back. Accents cant bo ieterted,
theugh. Othér side is sampler to captuse sounds from Lps
A play Ui thaough CPC. Excellent.

Miditrack Performer

EME = 0702 335747

£43.55 interface, £79.50/053.90 tape/disk s'warc®
AAL3

Mi% interface plas sequencing softwazs to detws Midl
equipped instrumests. Racords asch mstrument then plays
thémn &l at once: Onscreen layout siilar 1o multl-track
recorder. Excelent.

Sound Blaster

Siren Softwrare = 061 228 1631

009 AL

Azgifier and pair of bondspeakiers that plug inte CPC for
mixion 2 waits sound effects.

Speech Synthesizer

DEtronics (Datel) = 0782 744707

£29.99 ROM

Add-an producing spsach by REXs- loudspeakers suppliad.
Cannat inchade speech in program for someons else’s CPC,
though. Even se, excelont spoech qualiy and value,

AMX Art

Database = 0625 878898

£69.95 disk (Inclodes mouse) & AAT

Dzer friendly, i litthe unsophisticsted compared to Advanced
Art Studio, but mouse heips greatly. Colour, spraycars, Lex:
fares, circles and host of other features.

Cherry Paint

Siren Softwars = 061 228 1631

£9.93 disk @ AAZD

WIMP controled - b mosse menes polites o vasioos: iooms o
pull-down menss. BAY mode 2 ondy, bt fan. Curves ane difli-
i, bet Abis is @ bangain

Advanced Art Studio

EEC = (753 §58666

£24.95 disk @ AA21

Fecently revitalised, this ia the user-friendly, best aod
oot powerhal art pecksge: wotks (o all thoes modes.
Can cyce thooogh ok, and cut and paste different
areds, apsformations and teflections. Fill nouatizes in
eoiirabed pattems. Avalabiy &5 8 stindard version for
E15.95

DART Scanner

Dart Electronlcs = 0502 513707

£79.95 @ AAZD

Arach reading dirviod to your DAP2000, 3000 cr J160. Fead
o picture 1o printer: devion reads in pichare a3 BYW Image
Craality omcredn o amaring. bol it works and i's fun

pa——
The Informer

Treasure Island Software = (492 533540

£20 disk @ AA33

For creating animated displays, suitable for classroom and
shap window: takod text, graphics and animated displays
and preduces stide show. Weals best but pat anly with
Parrcery Plus [see bolow)

CRL
Image
System

CRL = 01533 2915 §

Parrotry Plus

Treasure Island Software = (492 553549
£19.95 digk ® AA30
Rither than Jats of edlects used anywivene and al any tme,

Farrotry Plus ‘remambars’ evary altegation and plays through
Ui st to cronto anlmation., Note: can't dump pletuses to
 Puinbor without extornal program.

Electric Studio Light

Electric Studio = 0462 420022

464D £24.99, £14.99 ROM # 6123 £24.99 ROM
only #AA1

Exreflent drawing software, inchedisg
rakber-banding shapes and ines,
[Rling a0eEE, SOTEY-CRD BIC
Acoapls softwane wit

Vidi Digitizer

Rombo Productions = 0506 414631

£80.95 9 AALS

(Girabs pictare fnom wideo peccrder of camera and pois & m
CPC scoean, alowing you bo Aler it with an paciegs Easy o
uea. Software on Lape, ditk or ROM inchudes superh printer
dump routing.

@ Corrections, additions or ideas for sections fo be
Included are welcome, Drop @ line to: AA Buyers,
Amstrad Action, 4 Guean St, Bath BA1 1EJ
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Shock horror. Man in suit seen at PC Show. Carey denies categorically.

Those Fourth Birthday Competition entries are flooding in...
| Show at Earls Court with some juicy
Wot a lot we got! it FILLER COMP #4
‘We've created a monster! The AA ® A senior spok
e BSperson on the
Fourth Birthday Competition has led Amstrad stand responded quickly to OF folks, it's caption time. Study the picture below and decide just what
tosuch a massive response that the o, o shon Amstrad was to James Bond s saying to Pelix...
Mmunum?whawmmnwm drop the CPC - *Complete Firet prize of a fiver (you can't say we're not generous) goes to the
Fuature's Publishing’s new premises b****cksl” he quoth wisely... funniest answer Only one condition. It's got to be printable.
mueﬁhahm&mmnu]_se— ® Soon-to-be-ex-editor Steve Carey Send your caption to Filler Comp #, Amstrad Action, 4 Queen
just to find room for all the entries! o ieed ot the show wearing & Street, Bath BA1 1EJ. Closing date 30th November
mmﬂlﬂ”wm‘“ D snin Experts remain batfied, and 8 ; i
ik we might have forensic team is at the scene of the
to hire ancther one = it depends on aocidant now i
Bow many mon: entries we get. to-be-edt Lawt :
S0 if you haven't send yours off ﬁ&mﬂwmw ; L'
7ot - do it now! room before the show, He insisted it [
was to avedd the glare of publicity
Rumours Inc. befare assumning the weighty mantle
Ot foreign comespondent (Boozo of editorship, but subsequent inves-
McHack - Daily Codswallop) has tigation revealed that he had in fact
fust returned hot-foot from the PC acchdently locked himsalf in the loo.
Stop him - he's reserved hisself a copy of AA! | The little darling
The ever-so-modest Trenton has been

:-To the newsagent: Amstrad Action'is distributed 1|
“by COMAG :

Dear newsagent,

| Please reserve me a copy of the December issue of
Amstrad Action, due out on Thursday 9 November

|
: Name: .

| Address:.

| Telephone number:
=

I

I

M you're under 16, please get your parent or guardian
fo signhere: . ' '

TAldVeTrisiens nid e X

Castte COMPULers .o

Greyhound Software................
HSV Computer Services..........

12t CholCe SofWang ...........c. s

Home Based Busingss ....couaemissmmanes

Matnix ......cccoee-
Microgenics..
Microstyle.......
Microtext......a0e

Challenge Software ... MJC Supplies...

CIREY AR Mode Ong ........

Datel Electronies Lig.......ccooeoeeeeinenees -31, Ocaan SOMWANS ..o mmensrems

e e e g et SR e s B e e SRR L RO b R e

69 | Screens Vision..............

Reirercol (S0 2Nt L E T R etk
BOE M Computens ...
Larm SoWEaTe L L

hiding a little secret. He has received a

Siren Solwane ol
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CONTINENTAL CIRCUS
from Virgin

Race in the Brazikan Grand Prix. The
best bit of driving on your CPC yet!
With eight different tracks and no
braking just push the accelarator as

hard as you can!

CASSETTE RRP £9.99
AA PRICE £7.97

Order Code AASLTAC some hostages along the way and Amstrad .?U.'.hﬂﬂ lngo embossed in biue
DISK RRP £14.99 gain exira points, but be sure fo o the SD:;E and front. Holds 12
keep yourself in one piece by being 155ues safe and secure from prymg
AA PRICE £10.97 T =
weapon at the same time! ONLY £4.95
BUY SHINOBI AND CASSETTE RRP £9.99 Order l.'?udeﬁ:lﬂ?ﬂ
CONTINENTAL CIRCUS AA PRICE £7.97 OR
TOGETHER AND SAVE Up  Order Code ARSI9AC £9.00 FOR TWO
T0 30%! DISK RRP £14.99 Order Code AA172R
CASSETTE VERSIONS AA PRICE £10.97
RRP £19.98 Kher g AL
AA PRICE £13.98 RED T-SHIRT
Ol Cole AASLAAE CALL OUR HOTLINE A truly excellent red American T-Shirt
Disk VERsions  ON 0458 74011 NOW 7,7 ofice A logo n thvee colours
RRP £29.98 OR SEE THE ORDER yours with pride (and please the Ed)L.
AA PRICE £19.98
FORM ON PAGE 90 ONLY £4.99
Sl Tl A Medium Order Code AAZEIR
Exfra Order Code BA3S2R
MICRO DESIGN e
from Siren Software OR
A powerful design and artwork package that WHY NOT BLY
take you to a full Ad page. RTS
Use for techmical drawings or greetings cards, m;‘gﬁ:ﬂ x
there are no limitations! : " :
Lettering can be typed from the keyboard in (OMNE in white and ONE in
ore to four sizes and in any direction. red, just quote the tao
* Large selection of font styles refevant order

* Various shapes for boxing and shades,
ncludng ovals, triangles, dizmonds and circles,

RRP £24.99

AA PRICE £17.99
SAVE £7.00!

(5128 or 464 with digk drive
and ram expansion]

(rder Code AAS16

ALL OUR
PRICES
INCLUDE
CARRIAGE AND
VAT: THERE
ARE NO
HIDDEN
EXTRAS!

— ACTION —
—OFFERS

BUY PRODUCTS FROM YOUR
FAVOURITE CPC MAGAZINE.

All the prices include postage, packing and VAT. You
can trust us, we don't intend to leave the planet for
quite some time!

LIMITED EDITION COLLECTION

For a imited perod only we are offering the following two products to add to
your Amstrad Action Designer Collection.

RED BINDER
This smart Red Binder with the

SHINOBI

fram Virgin

Qriantal fighting and magic. play the
part of Shinobi in this achon packed
Al Rave. In addition to this save

codes!]

SAVE £20!

CRACKER 2
from Paperback Software

(As featured in the AA Buyers
Guidel)

One of the best
selling
spreadshaets an
the market, and
one of the veny
few for the
6128, it has loads
of on-screen help and
an excellent manual.

RRP £49.95

AA PRICE £29.95
Order Code ARJDZ
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ACTION
FFERS

PURPLE SATURN DAY

from Infogrames

The ultimate challenge.

See your way through the most
difficult contests with the prize being
& luscious kiss from the Purple
Saturn Princess hersealf,

“Thera's so much to this game that
youlll be plaving i, ke us, for
maontirs to come”

AA lssue 4B

CASSETTE RRP £9.95
AA PRICE £6.95
Order Coda AREOD

DISC RRP £14.95
AA PRICE £9.95
Order Code AABOL

GERRY ANDERSON'S
THUNDERBIRDS
From Grandslam

- —

s

|

CALL OUR HOTLINE
ON
0458 74011
OR SEE THE
ORDER FORM ON
PAGE 90

SPECIAL ACTION

from Ocean

The latest superb compilation of
games from the masters of software,
Ocean.

It consists of:-

Captain Blood, 5.0, Daley
Thompson's Olympic Challenge, The
Vindicator and Driller.

CASSETTE RRP £12.99
AA PRICE £8.95
Order Code AAGO2

DISC RRP £17.99

AA PRICE £12.989
Order Code ARGO3

International Rescue, callng
International Rescue!”

Play the game and listen to the
theme on the audio tape. Taken from
the Gerry Anderson classic TV series
you must attempt to Save some
miners that have fallen to the bottom
aof a shaft. Lsing your superb
Thunderbird range of aircraft and
machinery, send the Tracy clan on
this dangeraus mission. With three

AA
DUST

COVERS.
A set of dust
cavers provides a
meat sofution to dust,
tea and other potential
camputer disasters,
These specially-
commissioned Amstrad Action
covers are made from high-quality,
water (and coffee) praof PYC, They're
woloured a gentle beige with smart blue
trimming and matching A8 kgo. You can
order a 2-piece set tailormade for your CPC
system — just choose the comrect order code from

the list below.
2-PIECE SET ONLY £6.95
Order Codes
HIGHLIGHTER 464 mono - A208 coloar - AZ09
PENS 664 mono - A210° coloar - AZ11
For bringing out 4 F 5 6128 mono - A212 colour - AZ13
thase key #
peres 4’?
there's i
nothing

MONEY MANAGER

From Connect Systems

Money Manager is an easviouse
system for recording afl financial
transactions, and for analysing them
in 2 number of very powerful ways in
order lo facilitate sound financial
management. ldeal for controlng
small businesses, or for users
wishing 10 conlrol their personal
finances in a businessdike way.

& Full detaded slatements, showing
each transaction for any month or for
the whole year.

@ Bar graphs, pie charfs etc.

& Standing order faciity

@ Full telephone supporl

CPC 464 (with disk drive) / 6128

pens in red,
yellow and green.

THREE FOR
£1.50
Order Code AAZES

mare adventures including clashes
with the miamous ‘Hood".

Al the characters are here, including
Lady Penelope with her pink Rolis
Royce and loyal chaulffenus,
Parker,

“Thunderbirds has the kind of
depth and long term appeal that
I firnd really rewarding”

Steve Carey, AA lssue 47.

AMS CASS RRFP £12.95

AA PRICE £8.95
Order Code AA29SAC

AMS DIS RRP £14.95

AA PRICE £9.95
Ordor Codda AAZ9SAD

RRP £29.95 AA PRICE
£18.95
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business use. A=
[t's so easy to use. Just type in & word and stralght away you'll be offered a
huge list of atternatives, Them, using just
the mouse, you can select a ward that's
nearer to your requirement, O ifit's not
auite what you're locking far, just chck on
Search to see another set, more closely
related to the new ward — and =0 on,

® Over 10,000 synomyms and antonyms
& Mearly 1,000 main subject headings

@ Extra rapid word search

& Can be used as a Thesaurus

@ Simple Operation

RRP £29.95
AA PRICE £19.95

Order Code AAS1S
(6128 or 464 with disk
drive and upgrade)

CRUSADE fram US Gold
The man with the hat is back!

A classic twa fisted arcade game
played on four action packed levels.
Whip the bad guys...as only Indy can!
Includes a copy of the “Byzantine
Crusader” which details the storvline
and Hints and Tips is incheded in the
software,

AMS CASS £9.99

A game of tactics and viclence
accurately simulating the one-to-one
combat of rebel space marines.
Superh flexibility and playabfty make
this one of the most briliant war
games,

“Laser Squad will have any infelligent
aggro freak coming back fime and
time again.”

' AA PRICE £6.99 Trenton Webb AA lssue 49
Order Code AAS11
AMS DISK £14.99 ::l?lncn‘:s .E.‘:?!.:s
AA PRICE £9.99 Order Code AAS13
Order Codo AAS12

AMS DISK £14.99

STOP PRESS AND MOUSE AA PRICE £9.95

Desktop publishing — doing page design and printing Order Code AAS14
o 4 computer mstead of the old cut-and-paste and
fnotype printing method — is the boom area of low-
cost computing, Al the national dailies are switching EUBSGHIBE an!
over 1o DTP methods — and so are thousands of CPC
1sars, to produce everything from newslatters to SEE Pﬂ'GE 61
mens, from posters o invwoices. FOR SOME
ONLY £64.99, EXCELLENT
THE RRP IS £79.99 REASONS WHY!
(CPCEL2E ar 464 with
uograde and disk driva)
Qrder Code AAGOS
from Miedvway, King
X-Fress for owners and potential owners of
Stop Press. There have abways been
lematations with programs rennng: on
the CPC machines, due to lack of
ALL OUR memory. Now we can offer extra
space and speed with this superb add-
PRICES INCLUDE on package. Sea full review, ksue 48.
CARRIAGE AND VAT - AA PRICE ONLY £19.99
Order Code AABOG

THEY'RE THE CHEAPEST AROUND!




ISSUE 1-22 « SOLD OUT!

ISSUE 23 « £1.25
Launch of Wond Processing
series. Utility Typedns.

ISSUE 24 » £1.25

Two years of AAR

Exolon. Word processors. Tas-
Sign. More WIMPs.

ISSUE 25-28 « S0LD OUTI

ISSUE 29+ £1.25
Six fop printers reviewed,
Spreadshests.

IBSUE 30+ £1.25
Ciscovering databases. How to
upgrade 3 464 to a 6128,

ISSUE 31 + £1.25

P/ software section starts.
Basic programming reaches
part fve.

ISSUE 32« £1.25
Educational software survey.

If you're one of the thousands of readers who've joined

Amstrad Action only recently, vou'll want to catch up on some
of the good things you've missed. Here's how to do it. We have
limited numbers of the back issues listed below, which we're
selling at cover price with post and packing free.

CP/M on ROM. Word
processag.

ISSUE 33+ £1.75

Loads of hardware projects! -
joystick, sphitter, 140 port ete.
Comms.

IS5LE 34 » £1.25
Simulation software from
space shuttles to bike..

ISSUE 35 + £1.25

Joy of hacking scrutinised!
Buyers guide to compuler
books.

[SSLE 26« £1,25
Micronet — warth it? Code
Masters. Printer selecton.

ISSLUE 3740+ SOLD OUT

155UE 41 + £1.50
Databases for all, Hard drives,
Pilgrim special, Baiman, Jedi

ISSUE 42 » £1.25

Wec Le Mans and Marbowrne
Ranger reviewed. How to write
& best seller | oads of Hot
tips®

ISSUE 43 « £1.25

The Amstrad Entertainment
Centre. Citizen v Mannesman
Tally Printers. Educational
Software, the latest offers

ISSUE 44 « £1.25
Joystick Jury. Barbanans I

uu

74
ﬂfl

""ACTION
.—0 FEFERS

DESCRIFTION

CREDIT CARD NUMBER

ACCESS » VISA + CHEQUE + PO

If paying by credit card please enter details

Method of payment (please circle)

| ORDER F’DIIH 50

® Overseas orders:
Gall Claire Bates on 0458
| 74011 for timing and prices.

PRICE

Professional music
programmers infeniewed.

ISSUE 45 + £1.25

OTP a new, cheap package
reviewed. Massive AR Soccer
Spectacular. Guide to Widi
Systems.

ISSUE 46 « £1.45

Forgodion Worids and
Stormmilord, two briant ganmes!
Your best book guide. Whets
really inside the CPC?

ISSUE 47 » £1.45
The Magnum kghteun on il
How 10 wiite a best seller, the

Fandora package examined for

potential game programmers.

The latest stock controd update
from 5D Mecrosysiems.

IS5UE 48, £1.45

TP special, vanous add-ons
reviewsd in depth. Gemini
Wing, Red Heat and Puple
Satuem Day, 2l great games.
How to creste 2 magazine
using your CPC.

ISSUE 49. £1.95

Cover Disk: See Shinobi, the
letest mega fighting game
Froenni Wirgin.

Diadeks, clzssic CFC fun and
Easisheet, a complele
spreadsheet

Magazine: Take a look at
Laser Squad, Licence fo iall
and Indiana Jones, all winners
and marst for CPC owners. AR
Fourth Birthwsy, join in the fun.
Printers, should you chogss
this one from Mannesman
Taky?

 SUBSCRIPTIONS

MNew subscribers welcome! As wel
i a5 getfing your 12 issues postad

directly to you from the printers, we
i have a unigue Substriber Scheme.
| This is how it works: immediately you
i subscribe we send you £20 worth of

| wouchers for our mail onder section
v | This offer entities you to a £20 saving
on mail order products from these
= | pages over the next 12 months. For
every £10 spent you save £1. Plus by

| subscribing look out for our up-to-the
| mnute super duper exchrsive AA Mad

Order Update, which will be posted to

TOTAL Pn.'mBI.E
P'Iem send mnha almu iﬁmq:] mmmmu Action
Special offer pages. Mame —
Make cheques & postal ordars payable to Address i C
FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD.

ol in the nexd few weeks,
| ONLY £17.95

| Order Code AA396

OVERSEAS

SUBSCRIPTIONS
| AIR-MAIL EUROPE £33.95

Order Coda AA29T

Fiease remember the posi-code, It Is eesentisl!

Drate of Order.
Tel Number [ possible]

Send this form plus payment to SPECIAL OFFERS, AMSTRAD
A.E'I'fDH THE OI.D BAFEI SDMEHTDH SQHEFL‘EETTAIIJ'P"I'

| SURFACE EUROPE AND
REST OF WORLD £23.50
| Order Code AA398



ALL AVAILABLE FOR:
SPECTRUM
COMMODORE
AMSTRAD

£2.99 EACH

Paramoul Poluios Comporson

HITIGAMES




ACOMPILATION T0 BEAT
ALL (COMPILATIONS

seaa’ IEETTETIR | ieosronw  Jo ooy

Heold on o your stomachs, unscramble your The road race game of the year, puts you In control
brains for the journey of a lifetime inthe most of a high powered futuristic vehide through
advonced Helicopter gunship ever conceived. ATAR" nine fast, furious and hazardous stages.
AMEs
BLASTEROIDS™ INDIANA JONES™ IMPOSSIBLE MISSION I1™ 1= 7.4
e Battle your way through Sectors and Indy’s questis to recover the socred and s all time greots. The avil
Galaxies riddled with asteroids and powerful SANKRA STONE and free the Ehtin is back in power. Your
deadly enemy ships. enslaved children of MAYAPORE. mission =infiltrote and nutralize his five
Only you ean help him! towar strongholds.

THE CHHMPION OF...F..

BLASTEROIDS™ IMPOSSIBLE MISSION 1™

The greatest names ;
greatest games mgelher: . A8/ 128K & AMSTRAD
mind-blowing compil ou can CASSETTE & DISK

[ & ATARI ST (Exchvding Templect eom

see whywe've culled it WINNERS.
“WINNERS DO IT FROM THE E'RDNT‘.“



