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DECEMBER
ISSUE 111

SERIOUS STUFF
10 Basically Basic

This month we take you through the mysteries of
ARRAY's - what they are, why they're useful and how
they can help you to create your own game!

REGULARS

3 Reaction

The old ‘Let's ditch the covertape’
debate rages on, and there's news
about Amstrad Action’s new on-
sale date.

21 Techy Forum
Richard Fairhurst steps on to the ward of the insane
CPCs, practising his badside manner and attemnpting
to diagnose all manner of techy problems.

12 Cover
feature:
Dear
Santa...

Fed up of fluorescent socks, cheap 'n’
tacky aftershave and ugly porcelain
ornaments? Well, check out our guide
to the ultimate CPC software and
hardware - we guarantes you'll have a
happy New Year!

Amscene
Director

All the company names, phone
numbers and addresses you could
ever want...

Back Issves

Is your collection of Amsirad
Actions missmng that one essantial
issue? Well, you know what to do,
don't you? Yep, trip along to the
Back Issues page and get yourself
a bargaind!

LEISURE ZONE
8 Cheui Mode

With more POKEs than the

average pig, these pages are

the place to be for all would-
Y ba game
e champs.

20 Review:
MegaBlasters

This huge, playable Super
Bomberman clone receives the full

e review treatment this month,

4 Don't miss it

15 Inferview:
WACCI Talk

David Crookes talks to
WACCI's now controller Paul
Dwerryhouse, and discovers
why the group is still going
strong after eight years.

Check out what's

on this month’s
covertape...

D.E.S.

This is it! The
CPC's answer
to Windows!

18 anim-ml'

 Public Image

More Public Domain reviews than you
can shake an axtreamely large stick at,
plus the future of Europe’s Public
Domain scena. W's all hara!
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DOS
Copy

if you're one of

those people whoe 5%
uses a PC as well =
as a CPC, you're -E‘jn- Do cony
geoing te love this

program, becauvse DOS Copy makes
it easy to transfer files betwoen the
two machines.

Breakdown
A PD version of Breakout, would you
believe? And darmed good it is too.

[ ]
Minesweeper
This is one of the best computer games
of all time. Try to find the bombs
concealed benoath the tiles without
getting blown up. Tricky, but fun.

Logistic

Even more PD puzzling action.

TURN TO
PAGE 5
FOR FULL
DETAILS
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Reel fun!

| thought | would write concerning the article in
issue 109 about ‘getting shot of the covertape.’
I, for one, would be glad if you kept the
covertape, as | enjoy many great hours playing
the games and learning from the software on
each tape.

I'm a relatively new reader of AA (since
April this year) - | didn't know there was an
Amstrad magazine available before that. |
think it's a very good mag, and am pleased
that someone is stll writing about the old
faithful Amstrad.

Mr B Stant, Moraton- in-Marsh

An. ves, If vou recall. there was due {o be a phone-i
n T y 29 september, Y K e Of
NTIE you re supposed 1o reg r your votes
IDOUL whet the coveriape should stay or g0, B
| l of ¥ found t, there was nobody manming
I pr i it V. A v ab that. Thea mix W]

ime a T D Dave had mowved off th i :
oy 1 Té, and | hadn't been aj ted

Bu ni elter [ i d far

i I ng that they ildr't et t gh
general opmion seems 1o be that y want the t;
to stay. But not everybody’s happy about the state
of the tape, as the following letter shows... Karen

No-go Turbo!

The tape, which used to be quite good with its
easy-to-use menu for transferring the contents
to disc, is now useless. The last three did not
even come up (Eh? - Karen) and Turbo The
Tortoise wouldn't transfer at all, even after two

Alas poor Oric...

I've been reading your mag for a few
maonths now, and generally find it to be
very good (Generally? - Karen).
However, you seem to have been
suffering from delusions of grandeur
recently, and have been making some
very unwelcome comments,

Many of the people who still use their
8-bit computers are enthusiasts and own
more than one make of machine, Dave's
attempts to relate computers to pop
groups was most offensive. If you'd said
the Spectrum was the Beatles, then it
might have been fair to compare the Oric to the
Monkees. The attempted comparisons in the
mag were, however, widely inaccurate and
another miserable attempt to make the CPC
appear to have more prestige.

You just don't realise that a lot of us were
around when the whole computer thing was
taking off (it did not start in 1985). it would be
nice if you could give other machines the credit
thay deserve.

Sinclair's machines brought computers into
the home. Oric was largely responsible for the

—
=2

days of trying every
method I've ever
heard of. Why

mess around with
tried and trusted
methods of disc
transfer?

R Plumb, Hayes

Oops, sorry about that,

K. The reason the disc
transfer system changed w
because we started usir erent
peaple to create the tape masters The W
few teething problems, but these have been a
out now. Touch wood!
As to the Turbo the Tortoise, look out fc
isting o ail your woes in an up-coming Tecl
Forum. Karen
Make a date

Why does every issue of Amstrad Action seem
to come out later and later each month? At this
rate, it'll soon go on sale in the month it says
on the cover!

Pete Simmons, Doncaster

f Mot more apologies — what have | gotte I
myselt into here? The trout I started I IWE
gl FEynon ] tor i I e, e wa Dat

ra o e YOU 5B r has i, Bns f
was all ou himips I september). Ser y
though, there was a penod bebwes e s eaving

d my joming, Thes meant it was a b mn _:I,"i i
i A4 fou vhibe, wihich subseguently meant
few issues went on sale very late. But now 'm here

Ye Oric? MNah,
that's long
dead, mate.

[

price war. Commodore and Atari introduced
better graphics. it was only after the other
manufacturers had set the standards that
Amstrad introduced their home computers.

| own both a 464 and 664 and find them
both to be very good machines. They have 29
colours, which is very nice. My Oric Atmos only
has eight, but it has the best DOS | have ever
seen on an 8-bit and has a better keyboard
than most. My Einstein (the first home
computer to have an internal drive) runs
extremely fast, has loads of ports and can run
BBC BASIC. The Commodore 128 has great

ext couple of mont! { least. Karen

-

Slimfast plan

Oh dear. Amstrad Action 110, Smaller
again. And what has happened to the
quality of the paper on the cover? You
try getting the tape off without ripping it.
it's a shame to see AA go this way,
especially when features like the education one
start to make an appearance. It shows the CPC
still has a place in a world stuffed full of
overpriced consoles and PCs. Good stuff!

Pity the adventure column is so stuck in a
rut, though. If the magazine is supposed to be
‘leanar and meaner’ get rid of boxes that say
the same thing every month and put in some
reviews of newer adventures. They do exist,
you know.

Andy Grey, Sevenoaks

sound facilities and a form of BASIC that
is far better than the 64. Are you getting
the picture yet?

Please stop writing such puerile
garbage and get on with writing about
the Amstrad.

Steve Marshall, Edinburgh

Oh, come on. Of course wi champion the

Amstrad, This is Amstrad Action, after all,

Having said that, though, | should point out

that the comments made about the other

machines were intended to be tongue-n-
cheek — and, let's face it, we're never exactiy slow to
take the mickey out of Amstrad and CPCs as well,
Loosen up, Steve - we do love the 8bits, even the
mare abscure makes.

We also acknowledge the part they plaved in tha
home micro revolution. But you have to admit that
some were bigger players than others - the
Spectrum certainly deserves its place in the history
pooks, But the Oric? Hmm, not convinced about that
one. Yes, its keyboard's scrummy, but it was hardly
revolutionary material. Anybody know how many
were sold? Have you got enough fingers to count
them? Karen

I AMSTRAD ACTION



PD Libraries
Basic PD

(= 3 Bosten Lame, Whipten, Exeter,
Deven, IX4 BBD

New cassetbeanly bwary. 15p per side ol C15
tape (950 f you don’l prowade 3 tape)

Colrob PD
& @ Avlemers Resd, Hemllngten,

New tagecnly PD Borary

Demon

% 43 Overten Oese, Hall Green,
BI8 MA

3.5-inch discs avalable

Ais0 prowndes. & digirsing serate

jamo PD
T 06TE 533467
A two-sate telecton coaty the same a4 one-tader

PD Fun
o*. Folly Farm, Cald Ashion,
Chippeabam, Wilh, SN14 LR

A poiicy of o Lencis soltwang

PD Polnt
= 10 Primly Clove, Blockbern, Lancs,
BA2 3TV

= 6154 SHOPO1
Fanzines

Amszine

* Gwyten, Lansclds Rowd, New Mills,

Via Steckpart, $X13 4LU
™ 9663 TaA4843

The Eliminateor
[=] 18 Statien Resd, Ricrall, York, North

I.lser Groups
UAUG (United
Amstrad User Group)

T 0329 334300
Bn AArecommended user group

WACCH
T 0603 715108

Theey're: s, Give “omi & rng

ﬂndﬂnt
um pﬂ n es

'ﬂ‘ 041 554 4T3S

Yo name i, they do i, reslly

Crystal X Software

DMP Software
‘s @9 Wolverhampten Read, Codsadl,
Wolverhmmpten WYE 1PL

Mew Age Software
= nuau 711-4301930

Bails and the excelent

T oTa0 TI03IEN
5 it every nd of busanis

Siren Software
T 061 Ta4A TET2

Hardwoares
Datel = orsa raarer

Microform Fax: o773 703131

Drives, upgrades, disks - o8 sorts of stufl

WAVE © o229 azvi09
Supiplers of nadsa good stult
5::!!11' re
suvppliers

oJ I-lﬁwm T 0257 421915

=] 390 Helten Rewd, Top Floar, Barry,
South Walss CF6 HW
Theey're back — and selling Softiok at £14.99

Tronics Neorth

™ ﬂ'lﬂ- 8177 253 Tés

=] PO Bax T41%9, Goarbutt, Queenslend
Mm 4814,
m per 0f software and CPC bils
guthern hemesphsne

Meail Order
Trading P-rlr T 0952 462138

Qute samply the business!

Trojan = oss4 777003

Great full

or Carly I‘.-uF_'ldfh fgun S

Wizard Games = o723 376506

Games on every mmagmable format.

U rade
HEC

* 47.49 Rallway Road, Leigh,
Lancashire WNT SAA,

T 0942 261086

ADVANCED COMPUTER SUPPLIES

0850 870255 (9-5 Mon-Fri) (Mail Order Only)
UNIVERSAL BUSINESS CENTRE, ALBRIGHT IND. EST. FERRY LANE, RAINHAM, ESSEX RM13 9BU.

*WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE LIMITED SUPPLIES ONLY*
Please give at least 2 alternatives so as not to be disappointed

MULTFPACKS TAPE

WEREWOLF

INE

WESTBAMK
VENCONM STRIKE
VGENT X 1N

I ‘x';ll.ll 5]
SEYFOX

s HACK

G ECYFT

ROD PIKES HORROR: [
GO CRAZY: DES
SOLID GOLD: A

SUPREME CHALLENGE: SENTINEL ELITE, 5
GRAND PRIX SELECTION: S0 PERSPRIY

TAPE
JFOR: i

HYPERSPORTS
NTERNATIONA
NEMESIS
¥ VATCHE 1l
1490 WAR TN MIDDLE EARTH
1499 PRO-GOLF SIMULATOR
SONIC BOOM
BLASTERI
. ADVANCED TAC
199 GALAXY FORC]
AUF WEIDERSEHN MON
00 MASK
19y DEAGONS'S LAIR
DRAGON'S LAIR 11
HAMMERFIST

KARA

THE

TTCAL |

1GHTTER

\

DISK -

ey

ANY FAIRLIGHT

HAMMERFIST

3 FORI]f HTING SOCCER
£5-00 ACTION FORCI

)
)

CIASHA

= FOR El14-00

2 FOR &7 04

£ FOR E17-040

£ FOR £10-00

2 FOR &5 0-040
2 FOR £14-00

2 FOR &1 2040

2 FOR £12-00

rummmmm mmm:tmm WMMWIWMMFATMHQMM

* FREE GAME WITH EVERY £10.00 SPENT »

PAMSTRAD ACTION




transterred i, though, you can
use the cursor keys 1o move

the poenter around the scréen,

using Enter or Space (o ‘chck
on (that's techy talk for
select) an icon or meny.
What's missing? Well,
there's no ROM access leature, most
of the File meny options are
unseleclable, you can't verdy Or copy

COVERTAPE

cursor keys o move the highlight bar,
and ENTER to select. When it comes
lo copying fes, move the bar on (o
he file you want o copy, and press
SPACE. Repeat this lor as many files
a5 you want (o copy, and then press
ENTER to do the business

DOS Copy is a shareware
program, so gel your shilings out and
pay Andreas what he's due

players (none to twol, how many
games you 'l play n a series, what the
sguares ook ke, and what sorl of
game you'll play (whether you have to
cover the entire board, wipe oul the
other player, or simply have the upper
hand after a set number of moves). Al
of which should keep you happily
puzzied for the next thrée months
Logsiic is shareware, S0 f you

Ike the game, the author asks you (o
sand him a few Deltschemarks

a disc, and you can't format 1o
either of the high-capacity
ROMDOS,/ParaDOS formats.
However, you can still use D.E.5.
a5 a simple way 1o run programs
including D.E.5. applications
Ther demo requires 1 28K =
although should you decida to buy the
ROM version from Campursoft, that'll
work on any machine

By Andreos itxok
Better known as Face Hugger,
Andreas’s ulility is possibly the most
useful PD progey voull ever come
across in these days of PC world
domination. But, as with D.E.S., you
need to transter it to disc in order to
run it. In brief, 00S Copy
enables you (o copy fles
between PC and CPC disis
You'll nead & 3inch and a
3. 54nch drive

Everything s menu
operated, 50 you shouldn'l

Logistic
By H-..gﬂ MOPS

This is one of the finest offerings from
the unchallenged kings of the puzzle
game, Germany's MOPS group. Youll
be playing another human or the
computer on an eight-by-eight board,

You place a-coin down-on any
square, and the other player will do
the same (your coins are of diferent
colours). Each square can hold up to
four coms of one colour only. Try to
put a fifth on, and crash.., the cons
are distnibuted over the four
mmmediatily adiacent squares.

Easy so far. Now, il one of the
adjacent squares contans threg coms
belonging 1o the other player, making
one of your coing overflow on to it will
turn all of those coins into yours., And,
of course, If one of your coms
overflows on to-a square with four
coins already on i, it will set off a
cham reaction that makes thal square
overflow as well

You can use joystick or cursor
keys. The menu (SPACE to start)
have too much trouble enables you to configure which
hnd,nﬂ your way around. Lisa controls you use, the number of

= = (=] ] ] ] &l = (S w1 5]
B kd one of the mest popular games on computers
m“ nwn worldwide, It's easy 10 see why = it's one of those l
By Andre Schroeder infuriatingly simple and addictive little ideas that'll keep
This is an absolutely excellent German PD Breakout

By Michael Beckeott for
Campursoft

Thisis a cut-down version of the
acclaimed graphical userdnter{ace
(frontend to vou and mea) from the
Glaswegian indie software company
Campursoft, The first thing we should
point out abaut this dema is that vau
need 1o run it from disc. Once you've

pe
disc offer

Dave must have been goling quiatly
ingana during his last few months =
what else could explain the strange
statomont that there are no more discs
left? Ablex has an ample supply of
discs, so if you want a disc version of
this month's covertape simply cut out
the coupon below, chuck it in an
emvoelope along with your name and
address and a cheque or postal order
for £2 made out to Ablex Audio Video,
than sond the whole lot to:

AAT 11 Disc Oftor,

Ablex Auvdio Video,
Harcourt, Halosfield 14,
TolWord, Shropshire TF7 4QD

o o

& a0 ey
!,,rl-'-:lru € ks 1

I you're after discs for AALO9 and
AAL110 send the appropriate coupon, to
the address above — but alter the first
part to AALDS or AALLO,

Loading troubles?
We make the greatest efforts to ansure
our covertapes work properly, but if
your tape isn't loading propertly, pop it
In thio post (with an SAE and noto talling
us your namae, address, type of CPC,

you thinking for hours

game. The aim is the same as in every other Breakout You start off by selecting one of three differently
. VR TR R s Ball b S R BT . ' and a brief description of tho problem
N game - batter down the wall by bouncing a ball off your sized grids. These grids are made up of iles that . 1 a-ddr . % :
A D R D : , 0 038 abave.
bat, which you can move left and right conceal either a bomb or nothing at all. Your aim is to
There are a few ditferences, though. For instance, put a bomb marker on tep of all the tiles concealing a
B

l this particular version

40 levels and a level designer

contains tons of flun power-ups nomb, while uncovening al the tiles with nothing .
underneath - without getting blown up in the process.
The only way you have of knowing what's where is
by looking at the tiles with nothing underneath - they
contain a number that shows how many of the adjacent
tiles are hiding bombs
Use the arrow keys 1o move your Cursor, prass .
COPY to mark a tile with a bomb symbol, and press
ENTER or SPACE to uncover a tile. Do it as quickly as
ght get on the high-score table. But

you can and you mig

- which enables you to
load and save your levels for future use = and all in all

l it's as good as any commercial clone you'll see
Hreakdown requires a jovstick

Disc 109 Token

& Disc 110 Token
Minesweeper

By Richard Fairhurst

. Since Microsoft

operating system for PCs

¥ i har W s ar arbas s
mcluded it wath their Windows Erapmca

Minesweeper has become be warned: uncover a bomb and it's game over!




UNBEATABLE
PRICE!!

NOW ONLY £34,99 N

B This Amstrad Mouse is a high resolution two butten mouse featuring

optical counting, teflon guides, microswitches, rubber coated baoll and high % ) S
quality interface. 3 MEE |
8 When combined with OCP Advanced Art Studio this graphics package is g 4 .'.‘."-;':.Eq";'f,[i
simply the best system availdble. The features are unmatched... ¢ REARE
8 Create an image - shrink it, expand it, move it, rotate it, copy it, colour it, el ; MOUSE MAT
= %ﬂn or shades, make elastic lines - stretch and manipulate shapes. - AND
B Zoom in to add detail in fine mode. B Pulldown/lcon driven m-nulinrlulﬂuﬂ MQU?MEQETELEP:E“H
B 16 pens, 8 sprays, 16 brushes - so flexible anyone can create superb graphics easily. X : 15K FOR 464 OR A128° |

wla e
': '!_ WA I||.'|.4l|||'|.1

et

B Full cut and paste facilities plus excellent printer support. =i EAE e ‘ -_:_.r al “{ i-}?y;-;i,-.}
TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUDES MOUSE/ MOUSE MAT/HOLDER, ATTRACTIVELY e} : " .J.‘_ L hf 1“:11 sl k’i ;'4 bbb
STYLED INTERFACE AND OCP ADVANCED ART STUDIO = 1‘1 ead I"L P Wi }LJ-

LC 100 ' 'R PRINTER PACKAGE

NOW YOU CAN PRINT OUT YOUR PICTURES IN FULL COLOUR!
B The Star LCT00 Colour Printer not only prints in Near Letter Quality for your regular jobs but
also prinis out your pictures from Ar Studio, elc., in lantastic colour!

B LC100 is a ful Centronics printer so it works with other computers (Armiga, 5T, PC etc.)

B Made possible by Datei's | pACKAGE INCLUDES STAR LC100 COLOUR PRINTER RAP £199.00
unigue colodr printer driver - CENTRONICS PRINTER LEAD RRP £12.99

now you can have a hardcopy DATEL COLOUR PRINTER DRIVER SOFTWARE RRP £19.59

in up to 16 colours!! NORMALLY £231.98

B No more to buy. COMPLETE PACKAGE NOW ONLY EI199.00

COLOUR PRINTER DRIVER AVAILABLE SEPARATELY ONLY £19.99
Nl you already have an LC10, LC100 or LGC200 Colour Prinlgr we can supply the Driver
B ideal for use with e CPM 2.2 elc

soparatoly
B The soltware a so lealues some extra BASIC commanrds L —

B 645 urd brings 464 up o CPC 6'28 mémony cenliguration
making a much larger softwa‘e base avalabo. Wi work straight off
will: many programs des gned for this unet {(nciuding OCP Ar Studio -soe Ad.) EXPANSIﬂu

B Ban« swilching dono otomal cally by soltware (cassotte 464)

. 5 M j'_HI_.T; I 0Ty BXRONSEE Of vers nSsand axira mernory

B Foatures bank swilching software for oasy use by tho programmer of for uso
as a data slorage aroa

; “\ i, e T ala . | i "
\1[\‘\ |'~. Y &'/ A R . e | —
| g | o= b 1 e IV W -\ N Z L T—
AGd+ NEEDS ADAPTOR (£9.99)

24 H o u R MMAILL Send Cheaues, Postal Orders or credit eond details 1o:-

ORDER HOTLINE (] DAL ELECRONIS LTD.
GOVAN ROAD,

0782 744707 = muivowmsionm

FAX 0782 744292 ST4 285, ENGLAND.

OR CALL AT OURLONDON SHOP:- DATEL ELECTRONICS 222 TOTTENHAM COURT RD, LONDON W1 TEL: 071 580 6460



BACK ISSUES

Don’t miss out on this amazing money-saving
special offer! The more you buy the more you save!

Check out these crazy prices...

Ve T ==

| Blrrar s ol few orany sl dwwrigiv

PICASSO ™"
~RCREEW DUMP

nhﬁ-ﬂr--uhl-ﬂn— |

2 bGCk i““es ‘iﬁiiiiﬁiliiiiiiiii£4lso
wumuﬂ ' 3 back iSSUES ccccccccccccecccccs £6.50
4 back ISSUES ccccvccccccccccecc £7.50

All extra issves.....add £1.50 for each

MATT. Covartape: Seymour Take One [mimd garms|. Flredord,
Fowthall Forecaster, Fonts. iaide The Franch Cmm
GAL heteerinl Reviwsn Vou're Lasrning, Paperboy

" SOLD OI.I'I'
" SOLD OUT

AAR) Covertape: Stryler and the Crypts of Trogan (dema],
Ararchy, Croco Magneto, (Pant inaide The making of
Seyrmone, buyery fusds o ward procdators. Reveeat: Tius
The Fou, Stryler,

AARL: Covertape: Fortidden Planet, Mhe Addems Famdy

[, Sprite Dedigner. lnade: Fangined, buyery’ gulds to DTP.

~“SOLD OUT |

SOLD OUT
AABA: Famdus Five on a Trumm.hl.lrrd. Niotepad, Liteprag.
frnsdde: 30 gamas. Reviews: Hideous, Brumword ROM,

~ SOLD OUT

AABE: Cowertnpe: Glider Mider, animation utiities. nside: MIDI
mushe, Reviews: Wi West Seymoor, Reckiess Rufus,

MART: Cowertapo: Noxor, Pakman, MPack, Pifod (vory simphe
programaring language|. inside: Dizzy, this is your lifa,
Reviows: Football Mansger 3, Super Seymour.

AABE: Covertapo; Tankbusters, Pengming, JL-Copy (taps to
disle wtllity). Imekde! Videomastor, top CPC sdd-ons. Reviews:
The Shae People, Crystal Kingdom Dizzy, Robin Hood.

AARE: Covertape: Wriggher, MaglcD05, Suparchars. Inside:
The Europasn demo scens. Redews: ZapYHads, Crazy Cars 3
and & whale lof mare | they say).

- SOLD OUT
L SOLD OUT

Mﬂ Covurtape: BooTracker 1rmull: program|, §

Badloan Buster. inside: Complote gulde to data lhurlu
Roviews: Sovadirakker, Thr Skmpaone

AAGE: Covertaped Racing Boxform, Mystical, Whoe's Afraid OF
The Balrag? Inaide: Spresdebocts and databases. setting up a
PO library, Super Cauldron

. SOLD OUT
~SOLD OUT
. SOI.D OouUT

~ SOLD OUT
- SOLD-OUT

AALOG t-mrtmm [iitw, insidie: The Top 100 CPC products
wvor, Revewy Touchdown, Fage Publisher

AA10): Covertaps Exodon, Moms Accownts. inslds: The
comphebe guide to animation on the CPC, mtervew with
Radical Soltware, Efte Mastovclass

AALGOE Covertape: Cybernodd 2, Graph Master, DaleYeFaX,
Insicle: make soma noiss - your CPC's sonic capahilitios, Tha
CPC world, Reviewsd: DES - Deaktop Ervironmant Systom
AALOY Covertaps: Nobulies, Speach, Inslds: copytag doroed,
Fluff proviow, Elmeoft intorview, low-cost printor raviows.
AALDE Covertape: AA Toodkit. Uridiem, Inside: Fhaff revies,
the PO scons sxpaosed, sports aien round-up, Basic ides, Mamo
Teacher and a3 the other uwuad stali

AALDS Covertape! Delverance, Bombar, Basle Lailities.
Inside: A complate guide to getting your CPC to commuinicato
with ather computers, Magablasters praview

AATDE: Covortape: Dynaps. Spriting Back. Inside: The aasy
way Lo ankmats your graphice, the complate beginners” guide
e prinfers. Reviows: Making Music.

AALOT: Covartapa: dkari Warrlors, Picasso (art packags).
Ingidhe: T weirdest and meost pointiess softwars and hardware
wuif relaased for the CPC. Review: Mastors of Space.

AALDE: Covortape: Fantasy World Dicry, RoutePlanner demo
(128 enlyl, Graph Plot. Inskde: RowbePlamnor reviewed,
gedting the most aut of your Multiface,

AA1D% Covertape: Turbo The Tortoise, Crosswerd Campiler,
Inside: The dobit the latest range of compatars and consoles
owd ta the CPC. Mewvews: Star Drivers, Black Jack
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Shem

Another month rolls by and as Christmas approaches, one
thought is common to all the people of the world:
‘Aaahhhh! where did December come from?’

Some double
dealing now, as
Simon McDowell
and Dawd Henry
put their heads
together to bring
us these tips for
Elite,

Buy your cargo and select your planet. Exit
space dock and press H to go into hyperspace,
When you come out of hyperspace, press delete to
pause the game and then press F1 to exit,

Now make sure you don't have a tape deck
plugged in, and go to ‘load commander’. Select
'save commander’, then save the commander as
spock. Now exit and start the game. if all's gone
well, you'll be in the space dock at the planet that
you selected.

While loading this game, hold down the E, R, F, 1, J
and 0 keys and the border will change colour. Then
start the game and hold down the CTRL, SHIFT and
ESCAPE keys to open the side walls to the next
level, That one was penned by Robert Knight from
Quay Deeside, Chywd,

Carl Thomas of Barry in South Glamorgan is my
favourite friend at the minute. Why? Because he

keeps sending in cheats galore, that's why! Not
content with multiface pokes, he's also sent in scme
passwords ‘or the PD clone of Puzznic, Puzanix,

Happy block shifting !
Levels 10-19 MATRIX
Levels 20-29 HTECH
Levels 30-39 SHADOW
Levels 4049 ACTION
Levels 5C+ TECHNO

IKARI WARRIORS

David O"Shea from
County Cork in Ireland
is a newcomer to
Cheat Mode, but with

welcome to stay. His
first effort is a — e
O abeiEhe DoVE Little Bey Blve...

for that covertape blaster, tkari Warriors. Cheers,
David, don't get shy now - send some more in.
JAAH 10. . IKARI.WARRIORS.(Cover-Tape -41)
HAGI 20.'.Cheat.and.tranafer

DBOE 30-'.The.chesat . .will.work.on-both.
tape-and.disc-tranafer

GAJD 40-*.By-David.O'Shea.--1994

AAMK 50.*

LAMH 60-MODE-1:CALL.&BC02 : SYMBOL - AFTER -
256:CALL . GEBAE-

MATID 70-15=CHRS(15)+CHRS (3) +STRINGS (27,
154) :PRINT-TAB(7)1§

CAMG

80 :RESTORE-320:READ-a$: PEN- 2 : PRINT-
TAB(7)as: PRINT-TAB(7) 15

CBGF 90-PEN-1:PRINT:FOR-a=1.T0-3:READ
a8 1 PRINT-TAB(9)CHRS (10)a;CHRS (B) “. - "a$

1 HEXT

GAER 100 -WHILE.INKEYS<>™":WEND

JADT 110-asVAL(INKEYS):IF-a<l.-OR-a>3
«THEN-110

JARE
120-IF:a=l-THEN: 380 :ELSE: IF-a=l . THEN
=220

GAIL 130.-LOCATE:1,4:PRINT.CHRS(20)
PAAF 140-POR-asl.TO-6:READ.aS: PRINT - TAB
(9)CHRS(10)a;CHRE (B) . - "8 : MEXT

ABHF

150+ yS=CHRS (15) +CHRS (2) +CHRS (1) +CHRS
(6) :n5=CHRS (15) +CHAS (3) +CHRS (1) +CHRS
(21)

PAPC

160.DIM-c(5) :FOR-a=1.T0.5: LOCATE-32,
4+a*2:PRINT:n$:c(a) =0 : NEXT

GALB 170-WHILE.INKEYS<»“" iWEND

JAEK 180-a=VAL(INEEYS):IF-a<l-OR-a>6-
THEN-180

EAAE 190-IF-a=6-THEN-220

BEPM

200+c{a)=l0T-c(a) :LOCATE-32,4+a"*2: IF
«¢(a)=0.THEN- PRINT - nn§ : ELSE - PRINT - v§
CAFE 310-G0TO-180

DADO 215-7.Run.game

FAFM

220 -MODE - 0 : BORDER - 2 : OPENOUT A" ; HEMORY
+4799: LOAD* | 1 kari.bin”
230-IF-c{l)=-1-THEN - POEE-&6B20, &B7
240-IF+c(2)==1+THEN: POKE-&6B98, £BT
250-IF-c(3)=-1+THEN- POKE-&6A38, 518
260-IF-c(4)=~1-THEN- POKE-&1CA3, 01
POEE-&1CA4, D

LALA 270-IF.c(5)=-1-THEN.POKE-LGEAB,
LFP:POKE.LE92A, LEF

IAGD 2B0-RESTORE-300:FOR-a=0-TO-17:
HEAD-af

FALE 290.-POFE.&FFDO+a, VAL(“&"+a8)
HEXT : CALL - LFFDO

HAPC 300-DATA-£3,31,00,00,21,00,13,
11,00

HAJO 310-DATA-01,01,00,be,ed,bl,c3,
00,01

PAFN 320-DATA-"IFKARI -WARRIORS -~
+AR-Tape-41”, *"Transfer-to-disc”

ABFA 330-DATA-"Play-game”, “Run-cheat”,
“Infinite-bullete”

GEMA 340-DATA-"Infinite-grenades”,
*Invulnerablity”, “No-enemy - soldiers”
IAFM 350.DATA-"255.1lives™, “Play.gama”
FAHE 360-DATA-"Please.insert.Al.Tape
41"

MAFE 370-DATA:“and.a-disc.with-at.least
+36K. frea”

BEEE

The Mallic multipoke mania zone

Not content with having his name all over Cheat Mode (a singular honour,
indeed), Carl Thomas feels that the manic multipoke slot should be his to
command as well. Jokes aside now, though, as Carl Thomas and Leigh

Cocker prepare to set your red buttons a-rocking

Game Format
Ghostbustors m BBES.00
028D.00
017A,00
261F,00
A3BT.00
7495.00
7401.00)
7402,00)
mn 3015,00
3DD8,00
3F11,00

Bombjack m
Bombjack 2 (T
Pipemania m
Guardian 2 1]
Live & Lot Die T
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Poke, Address

Mo Weapon Energy Loss

THE MULTIPOKE WAY

The (Tis and (D)s before the address indicate whether the poke was written
for a tape or disk game . Just in case you don't already know how to put in

these BLACK BOX POKES, here are the stoeps to sUccoss

Effect

Infinite Traps
Infinite Lives
Infinite Lives
Infinita Time
Infinite Cloak
infinite Missiles
Infinite

Fued 9, Pross "RETURN'

Infinite Shisdld

Press ‘T for tool

0~ U B b

Infinite Lives

Load the game a5 normal.
Press tha RED button on the MULTIFACE

. Press **" to make sure you select the code
. Press "H' for HEXADECIMAL input

Press ‘SPACE’ for input

Typa in the ADDRESS (4 characters le: 3ATC)
. Type in the POKE (2 characters io. A7)

10. i there is mora than one poke, repeat from point &6
11. Press ‘ESC’ back to the menu
12, Press 'R to return to the game




GAFA 375.
MAGA 380 RESTORE.360:CLS:READ.a$,bs:
PRINT-aSCHRS(10) b5

390 PRINT : PRINT- 15 : PEN- 2: PRINT - TAB

" -Trans{er - gams

CHLN
{5}y Then-preas - any - key” : PRINT - 15

HAFI 400-PEN-1:WHILE.INKEYS<>"" :WEND
LADF 410.-CALL-&BB18:|TAPE:FRINT: PRINT"
Loading. ..
CARAF 420-0PENOUT” 1™ MEMORY - 47959 : LOAD™
Iikarl .bin",&13C0: {DISC

OAAT 430-RESTORE-460:FOR-a=0.-T0-37:READ
+af: POKE - &BE80+a, VAL ("&"+a5)

EACI 440 -NEXT:CALL-&BERBOQ

¥

MAGM 450-CLS:PRINT“Game-transferred.”:
CALL« EBB18 : RUN

450-DATA-41,9d,be, 06,09, 11,00,c0
IANED 470-DATA-cd,bc,boc,dl,c0,12,11,

00, Be

HACE 480:DATA-01,00,00,3%a,02,cd,98,bs
IAJF 490-DATA-od,8f,bo,c2,4%,4b, 41,
24,49

EAGH 500 -DATA-de,42,49,4e

unce agam Alex Lochrang

I Wishaw does us proud

with another of his

excellent covertape
pokes, This time
£ynaps s the game
that bites the bulket,
and if you can't fimish it “€WS0MN| = =

3T T tEEco e Al

FICA, Yau Never '.".'.|-I
JAGH 10 ZYHNAPS:AA-TAPE-40-CHEAT/
TRANSFER

MAHM 20-"A.COCHRANE- (PINCHED-FROM:J-
GIRVINS - SPACE - ACE - CHEAT)

FAKA 30-MODE-1:INEK-0,0:BPORDER-0:INK-1,
26:INK-2, 24

HBOB 40.LOCATE-9,1:PEN:1:FRINT*ZYNAFS

« AN TRANSFER/CHEAT" : PEN-2: LOCATE 9, 2: PR
TRTH &

FEEE 5S0:-LOCATE.S;5:PEN:J:PRINT*1.-
TRANSFER -GAME-TO.DISC." :PEN- 2 : LOCATE-5,
T:PRINT2. -DO-CHEAT .~

FACM 60:.-A5«INEKEYS WHILE -AS«<>""

EANE T70+IF:-AS="1".THEN.100

EAFF BO:.IF-AS="2*.THEN.160

DAAL 950.-WEND:GOTO-60

GBOF

sdrive” :FRINTInsert -destinaction.-disc”

100 - FRINT" Insert-tapa-40-into

ARIM
110 PRINT" Preas - any - kay - whan - ready™
:WHILE - INKEYS="" : WEND

LAED 120 |TAPE:OPENOUT"a"™ : MEMORY - REFF :
CLOSEQOUT

GAGF  130.LOAD"zynapal.bin"

EAFJ 140.|DISC:BAVE"zynapsZ”,b,.&F00,

&92100, 9000
GAGD 150.-8AVE"zynapa”™: |BASIC

160-PEN. 1 : PRINT: PRINT: PRINT" load
«from-"CHRS (24 ) "TCHRSE | 24 } "ape -or « "CHRS
{34 )*"D"CHRS (24 ) "1ac¥

EAGH 170-WHILE-IMEEYSs""

GACA 1B0-IF-INFKEY(S51)=0.THEN.210

GABRB 190-IF-INKEY(61)=0-THEN-220

EALA 200 -WEND:GOTO-170

CAJF £10: |TAPE

JAFF 220:-0PENQUT a"™:MEMORY - EEFF:
CLOSEOUT

GACC 230-LOAD"zynapad™,&F00:

FAKT 240 -INPUT"Do-cheat Y/ N";a5:ads
UPPERS (a§)

HBGD

IABG 270-ELSE - CALL

-&9000

250 -IF-aS="Y" - THEN-

BAOP 260-8TOP

EAFKE 270.'ZYHNAPS.CHERT

HAME 280-RESTORE-320:start=LBEBD
JACH

290 -READ-a%: IF-af="dun" - THEN- CALL

- &BERD

HAFD 100 - baVAL( "E&"+a% ) t POKE-ntart. b
HAHN 31l0.start=start+1:G0T0:290
HAOH 320-'fire.thru-scenery

FANG 330.-DATA-3le,c9,32,bf,48

HAPD 0.
FAPD 350 -DATA-3e,09,32,
EADT 160 -
FAMD 370-DATA-3e,c9,32,4e,60
DABEM 380-'255.1ives

invulnerabilicy
54, 56

‘inf. :livea

FAGK 190 -DATA- 3o, ££,32, 78, 58
DAGGE 400-"uzl-%mm
FALA 4L0-DATA-Je;c

FAGD 420-

9,32,39,61
'no - bad -dudes

FAGL 430-DATAaf,32,3f,4a,32,44,3a,32,
49, 4a,32,40, 4a

HAGC 440 "fly-thru - scenery

FALD 450 -DATA-30,a7,34,0d,48
JAD 460-"aliens-have-no-bullets
FABE 470:-DATA-21,37,c9,33,a6,48
EAD 480, retskssssnsnsecdssdnnot

o W

= DEmoye

490 .DATA-c3,00, 90, dun

FABC

B-doing!
B-doing!

1 AP
Bvel 4 U YL

HAVEN

el | TICE

e ITHAT

eve' 8 HiS

Pyl Y SAHID

evel 10 DENMS
Level 11  S5AGE
Level 12  IFYOU

Level 13 WANT

oyve i OHAL

Level 15 ANICE

Level i f '{i: .l.'._

i LEgast
You g alig pre TR

SHFT and C cu g p.ay D Sk a lay

TYPING
LISTINGS

¥ you've nover typed in a listing from AA before,
then reading the following blurb is a REALLY GOOD
IDEA. It'll save you no end of hassle,

® Basically, all you need to do is make sure you
type in exactly what we print EXCEPT the first four
letters in each line.

® The first four letters are a code which work in
conjunction with our unigue and utterly excellent
TypeChecker program below.

@ Only press RETURN when you get to the end of
a command line. if a command line goes on to
two lines do not press RETURN at the break in
the line.

# The dots you see in some lines (like the one
between well and done in FRINT*Mell -done®)
indicate spaces. The dots are there so that you
don't have to guess how many spaces to put in
when there are more than one.

TypeChecker

This program enables you to check whether
you've typed AA listings in correctly. Type it in,
then SAVE it for future use. When you want to
double check that you typed a listing in
corractly:

#® Load up TypeChecker.

® Type NEW.

@ Type in the listing of your choice,

® When you've finished type LIST.

@ At the end of every line a highlighted code will
appoar. it should correspond with the code
printed in front of the same line in AA. M it
doasn't you have typed in that line incorrectly.

PAML 18-' - TypeChecker V1.8 - By Sinon-Ferrest
ér---Dec 1992

WadJ 20" For-fnstrad-fction:--Public Demain

DANK 30-MENORY - RSFFF

CAJK 40:csunzD

GAME 50-FOR.addr=4A000 - 1044058

DikJ 60-READ-byted

GAJE 70-bybezUAL("&" +hytes)

FACF 80-POKE-addr byte

CAFE 90-csunzcsuntbyle

DALK 10@:NEXT:addr

OACT 110+ IF-coun()A2ADD « THEN-PRINT - “Checksun-
Error":END

LAHE L15-PONE.AA8O1, PEEX - (&BBSB) :POKE RABOE,F
EEK: (RBBSC)

KAHI 120POKE-ABBSA,4C3:POXKE-&BBSE,43:POKE-4B
BSC, &R0

M&CH 130 FRINT - " TypeChecker -¥1.0-Installed"™:E
HD

HI!E Hﬂ*]‘“ﬂ-EF.}'LSLFE.UH.HJNJHJFLCLE
§.ES,FE,0D,Ca, 22

LACJ 150:DATA-A0,5F,16,00,20,54,80,19,22,50,A
8,E1,p1,C1,F1,C3

LAFJ 160:DATA-D0,A0,3E,20,CD,00,00,3E,18,C0,0
0,80,2h,54, 80,

LADT 170DATA-CD,45,40,7D,C0 45,08, 3E,18,C0 .0
0,60,21,00,00,22

LACN 180-DATA-5A,A0,C3, 18,00, F5,E6,0F C6,41,C
b,0@,h0,F1,E6,F0

KAJC 190-DATA-AF,IF,IF,IF,C6,41,CD,00,40,09,0
0,00, END

Turmning TypeChecker off (it s automatically

initialised when you RUN the program above)

and back on again is quite simple:
POKE &EBSE,0 To turn it off
POKE &BESE,3 To turn it back on again

Isn't science amazing? (Now don't argue.)

4 AMSTRAD ACTION



ASIC TUTORIAL

ast your minds back into the depths
of time = well, as far as last issue,
at least. If you remember, we were
looking at techniques to help you write the
ultimate game. This month we continue that
process with our guide to the wonderful
BASIC programming structures known as
ARRAYs, Hurrah!

Whal is an ARRAY? Well, put simply it's a
list of numbers or strings that can be
labelled in the same way as a normal
variable, the difference being that an ARRAY
has a pair of brackets () after the variable
name. For axample:

Is a normal variable
Is an ARRAY variable

Contained within the brackets there are
normally one or two numbers that indicate
which parts of the hst the dala is to be
taken from

MNe, no, no! | sald ‘array’. One
word. Not ‘a Ray’. I#'s a wender |

stay sana in this place.

After running this, you'll find that an
ARRAY called Al) has been created, where
each element, A(1).. Al10), has been filled
with a random number between O and 19.

What's the
difference?

*SoT you cry. 1 can do that with normal
variables! Well, yes, you can, but doing it
with normal variables is very long-winded
and normally impractical. For example:

" 1 T [ R i

The following proggy, called Arnold,

g T g SV

X 2

In probably the greatest partnership since Paul Merton
turned vp with a tub of lard in Have | Got News For You,
Angela Cook and Rob Buckley team up to bring you this
brilliantly philosophical guide to BASIC ARRAYS.

shows just how useful ARRAYs can be

ITHM NAMES (£0) , TELS {20
INFUTT*ENTER  NAME® ; NAMES
NAME I AMES
10 FOR F=1 T I
MES =NAM 2
I:
HAME * =Tl !
0 NEXT

20 [NPFUT*WHAT IS THE PHONE
NUMBER® r TELS (F

10 NAMES (F ) =MAMES : GOTO

100 #"THE NUMBER OF "iNAMES:®
* 3 TELS (F)

L10 GO

This program does two things, if you enter
a name, Arnold recognises it automatically
and prints up the cormesponding number
Otherwise it asks you what the telephone
number associated with that particular
rame is. Well, it does if you have any
friends, unlike myself and Rob (Grab the
violins, someone - Karei)

Nice but DIM

The DIM command in line 10 15 short for
DiMension, and refers directly to the size of
the ARRAY being created. Here we are
teling Arncid to create enough space for
twenty MAMES() and twenty TELS(). In line
30 we use the function UPPERS, which will
take the string in the brackets, namely
NAMES, and convert it to upper case, This
s very useful as Amnold perceives upper
and lower case characters differently, so
that Fred' is different to ‘FRED' or 'fred’. By

makmng everything upper case we eiminate
the chance of error,

Line 40 15 the loop that checks whether
our name string equals any of the strings in
the ARRAY. If it matches, then it jumps to
line 100. Ling 60 5 another loop, and
because we've already established that the
string doesn't malch any of the others
contained in the ARRAY in ine 40, we have
na corresponding name, So, we have to
ook Tor an emply space where we can
position our new NAMES, This is done using
the line IF MAMES(F)=""

Line 80 then asks what the telephone
number is for TELS(F). While line 90 simply
updates i, ke 5o

ecual NAMES
In ine 100 Amold prints the required
telephone number for the supphed name

The number game
Mow, while this maybe all very useful for
databases and the ke, what aboul games -
no long lists of names and numbers there
Or at least that's what you think at first
glance, but in actual fact, games are chock
full of numerical data. Even dismissing the
high-score chart, a game program shil
needs 1o keep track of where certain
players, bullets or monsters are. This can
be taken care of with ARRAYs. For example:
MONXIF) or BULLET{9)

Well, that's it for now. Next month you'll
be able to put your new talents into achon,
when we show you how 1o code a

game. In the meantime, have a good
Christmas, we'll be round for lunch!

A wrinkle
in your stocking

Right, as it's Christmas, here's a proggy that all you trendy CPCers have been
waiting for. Yep, that's right: a Stereogram creator. You've seen them in the
papers, you've got the book, and now you have the listing.

All you have to do Is type the listing, run it, and then sit back and squint until
you uncover the glorious 3D pictures (Are you sure they're in there? - Karen).

10 MODE O:INK 14, 9:INK 15,12

20 FOR F=&CO00 TO &FFO0:POKE F, INT(RND*256) : NEXT

30 GoTo 30

r i



EY SD MICROSYSTEVS ===

|i| (DEPT A), PO BOX 24, |_|
L ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. -

EEEn ) NR17 1HL (0953) 483750 ===

CPC SOFTWARE:-

Disc caly, 84K RAN unléess stated.
- ORDER DIRECT FRONW THE PUBLISMER!
SUPER LABRELLER £13 .50
Design and print labels/letterheads
on Epson compatibles with a variety
of text styles, sizes and Pictures!
Inciudes FREE CNRISTMAS Clip-Art.
PAGE PUALISHER £25 .00
he uwltimate DTP (text & graphics)
package for 138X CPCe. 83% AA 100.
for designing letterheads.

{each)., Clip=art Discs 1 and 2 for
Page Publisher/Stop Press (atate).
GRAFPHIAASTER ELS .00
pisplays figures as bars, lines or

. Full disec verslon.

sh Book=styls accounting for the
seif-smployed. Easy to use. (6128).
STOCK AMOOCOUNTS £40 .00
Integrated stock control/involcing
package for small business (8128).
HORE ACCOUNTS. .£15 .00
Handles Bank sccounts. credit cards
ard savings. Full dise varsien.
MAILING LIST.. .«&£132 .30
Address Manager and Label Printer.
DISC—BASEK. .. .. .4&£13 .50
Creates & master DataBase of all
your disce and finds files FAST!
PC/PCY CATALOGUE ALSO AVAILARLE.

CPC SUPPLIES:-

QUALITY DISCSH:—

CFas 3" EACH

BOX OF TEN..

Suitable for all CPCs and PCWs.

3.5" DSDD PER I.b ,,,,,, s s 0 ol3.00

Suitable for all 710k drives.

33" HDPER 10.:::.

Sultable for 1.44 MR PC ﬂrlvu

5.25" (3s60k) PER 10. 5. ED

DRIVE mn :

3%, 9.5 or 5.25" all.....£4.00

LOCKABRILE nm::n:

40 capacity 3.3° (30x3" J 5.00

80 capacity 3.5" (60x3") -55
PAFER

BOX 2000 LIS i .00
ADDRESS —
ACCES SO

Printer Cable 464/6128....£7.30
Printer Cable 464/68138+, . . £5.00
Honiter Copy Holder.......f£4.0C
House Mat (anti-statle)...£3.30
Mouse House (plastic pocket) £3

PRINTER RIBBONS:
DMP 200073000, POW 823679311,

STAR LC 24-10, CITIZEN 130D/+
CITIZEN BWIFT., DHP 4000,

EPSON HX,/FX/RX 80 all....£4.00
P/F: £1.00 PER ITEN (£3,00 HAX)
SEND CHEQUES/POB OR SAE FOR OUR
CPC CATALOGUE (STATE COMPUTER).

3.5" DRIVES SEIKOSHA SL9E& £300

CPC 464, 664, 61328 or Flus.

I: The ldea! IND Drive for th
Slimiioe 7- x 4 x 1* high.

igh rformance 24-FIN
1 F. includes a FREE golo
LABELLER

eilant MOMO ::!‘I‘l p:'iti?i

s perfect combinaktion. our Printer FPacRages are

pﬂl ef 2.5" disce. Hld with connecting cabl

lete with connecters,

e, PSU & Side Switch.
ST

Amstrad Games Cartridges for the 6128+/464+/GX4000

* No Exit

* Navy Seals

* Pro Tennis Tour

* Barbarian II

* Batman The Movie

* Dperation Thunderbolt
* Switch Blade

* Klax

* Robocop 11

* Pang
All games are unboxed/without instructions at a special price of £9.99

All Ten Games At A

Offer Price of £74.99

Amstrad ﬁlﬂ-l-fm+fﬂm
Enhrurtuu'idﬂ for the ijml’h.n;r GUIL  .orvvrisasniossrnsssnssEL4.99

lr+1llllrrEIgl“

Amstrad 6128484+ Instruction Manual.........
Amstrad 464+ Computer with Stereo Mono Honitw
Amstrad 6128+/464+ kevboard membrane ...
a\mﬂ Paddle cmlmllm {auwmmmm

' DISK DRIVE AND ,;

W .\.; Y

ROM DOS XL IN

il
1 et

y ROM BOX ONLY —

£89.99 *"
ffr;’ F




FEATURE

The hairy elf, who bore a
suspicious resemblance fo
Amstrad Action’s Simon
Forrester, slapped the gag
across Santa’s mouth,
before turning to grin at
his chums...

‘Christmas is coming,

The goose is getting fal,

Down with the fat bioke

And his stupid red hat.'

The elves giggled their way through their

revolution anthem as Y securely bound and
't that the kindly old

o n o’

[ ." "' 3

ter, aged 8

= Roger Bannis

i
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Dear Santa,
[ wonild likie @ copy of

Rick Dangerous 3 — piiet of the best
#ra eper. 1'oe been DeTy qood
o e o real effort

well,

For Christrs

(&

platform
Ehiis year, an kit

most of the o
chonld be out |

Jimmy Osmond, age

IHald yaur reindeers, boys!

sereamed the pearded eff,
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FEATURE

Dear Samta,

{'m desparate to use my CPC for word-processing, and I need the best package available for the job

If wou could see your way clear to getting a copy of Protext down my chimney, I'd really
appreciale if, g ' :

Mark Twain, aged B0
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Dear Santa,
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L o ol et igs
- 5 R G ot on
L 4 il "L rPcﬁlr‘nu!-M?%xét::fﬂ Ltd.
Oh yes, very flippin’ clever! You sent 1985 nnsi-[::n;ot.lul‘ e
A 3

plo

a ROM version of Protext down my £ ound

1 B ’ {3
chimmney, but [ haven't got a Two Ari¥
ROM board..

Actually, if you've got any lying

arownd, could you see your way clear to
slipping ROMBO's excellent
ROMboard between the slates? Because,

s youi kmotw, if vou kaven't gol any

softueare o ROM for your machine,

you' Il never know the joy of having all of

your favourile ulilities on hand instantly,
at the tap of a key

And, erm, | sorry | showted at you before

I didn't mean it
Mark Twain again, aged BO (still)

An eerie silence fel! over the red-bricked workroom as a stunned elf started leafing through Amstrad
Action's small ads. He knew that was the best place to find a8 ROMboard these days.
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The WACCI user group has
been helping CPC users to
help themselves for eight
years now. But things
haven’t always been so
easy. David Crookes chats
to WACCIH's new leader...

If you've'been around the CPC scene for any lenglh
of trme; youll probably already be familar with the
WACCH user group - if'only becausaof its famous
manthly fageme. The mag includes 32 A4 pagesof
Sericus arficles, but the group ofters plenty of other
servicesfor keen Amstrad ownersi(see the ‘What
you seeds what you get” box belowl

Thifigs have not alwaysheen so rasy for WAGCH,
though. In the not too distant past the grou
vanished from the face of the earth When its
previous owner, Steve Willams, ranout of cash and
was farced Lo.quil in the face of grawing bills and
¢ CUSIDMers.

Cive Beliaby stepped in, though, rounding up
some other Amstrad enthusiasts whom were regular
WAGE! bods to set the ball rollig again..And when
the rumping of the club proved togsmieh for him
Paul Dwerryholise enstred the group's continued
survival, As he explaing, "WACC! has been suc
ause we target a certain sector of the ;
scenexthe senous side, and [the fanzine] has
managed to do that better than any other monthly
magazine. ([Excuse me? - Karen)

The quaity ofthe articles are the building
blocks of WAGERS suecess and they come from
membirs, 50 the knowledga base that the
membership Hass, indeed, the greatest asset that
WACCI has.'

Publishing

phenomenon

For fanzines like WAL CH, exghtyears of conting
publshing 15'a phenomenal achievement
has seen many fanzings come and EO Owver
tenyears, but theirr publishers have either lacked
thetume or enthusiasmito keep them
going. But because the WACCI mag
15 based.on & user group, it
has plenty of support

to help keep

the last
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SEE PAGE 78

WACLCI maybe eight years
old, but it still has plenty to offer.

things roling along. You see, the group has around

300 members to call on for heip - so the mag's

e

a7 Band
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d help

his is:Somathing thal Dwerryhouse has cles

is 3 good measure of our success. WACCH myst
have been gvng members what membears wanted!
We're a club, owned by members and run in'an-open
fashion, t doesn’t have to make a profil to survive, it
must;of course, not make a loss buf that gives
plenty of scope-m the runmng of the clab and
production of the Magazine.

The “officers” that take part.in running the club
do it for the love of it{as do thosa that contribule to
the magazinel and with'this support,| think WALCI
has quité a lew years left’

It has to bessad that uses. groups can onl:-be a
good thing, and that as long a5 RroUps are around
to emghaticaly push the maching along the nght
path towards continuing sipport, then the future:can
only look good, can'titE This 15 & philosophy. that
WACCIs new contrafler is keen emphasise. “If you
consider the-machine a5-8 games mackine then tha
market has already faltered. Yep - some good PD
stuff is available, but it5'days are numbered. The
serious sde is very differert = the marset has more

& of superb guality than ever before

£ Dy

The Fues of Profext will po or for ever

0 EVET T.‘lt"r' witl nol fadter and

the CPC will become the

pest vaie home
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word progessor the world has ever seen - Dut !
reckon 1it's already that”

WACCI races on

WACCH offers its members plenty.al service:

direacly, bul the group snt plan to rest on its

laurels. So what has WACC! pal indhe pipaling then?

A r . | ne
Well a new buy/sell service

S DR (NTroduced

called Market Stall for members (o advertise willie

the magazine,” enthused Dwerryhouse. Up untilinow
aoverts wera a bif il ang depend
vailable space. A page will now be set aside, and
& % T furtt than tha i
nember p wanted advert. then ar ¥
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advert to ensure he that wants, talks to h
that ha e added warming to h ihject

the complete index of the

‘As well as
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.-'J_l- g we've hear

has to otfer in terms ol s fanznes and other

services, as well as its views on the CPC's future
butlet's'get down to the crux of the issue;

rinning @ hupeuser grolup tike WACC] much fun?

| would not be the editor if | found any part of 1l
ibfheadt ar ot fun | ayedamned Deeerrvhindios
VRCAE EF TRLE UL LRl e R e B R

Production of the magazing 15 something |'can
asity control. The most mportant factor 15 the
need for a constant supply Of g00d qualty arbcle:
and WAL G members do seem g be able 10" sopDly
those. WACE! actively-encourages-mambersto use
and | beleye WACC!H s a

thetr machines and learn

3

eading light in the CFC

world,

What you
see is what
you get

i you join WACKL, in addition to
receiving its fantastic monthly
fanzine, you'll also be able teo
take advantage of its exce

and exclusive range of services.
These include...

@ APD library
Not only can you get the software on
disc, there's also a tape library. It's
fairly comprehensive and quite cheap.
It also offers an all-inclusive offer.

A book library

The major advantage of a book library
is that if you want to read up on a
specific topic, you can borrow the book
rather than buy it.

Telephone helpline
Got a problem with your CPC? Give
WACCI's helpline a call.

Discounts and special offers

Quite a few companies offer discounts
to WACCI membars, so you could end
up saving yourself quite a few bob on
CPC purchases.
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HARDWARE

Haven’t got enough room to
store all your best POKEs?
Can’t run your favourite
game? Haven’t got
sufficient memory to store
game graphics? You need a
RAMpack, mate. Richard
Wildey reveals its secretfs.

he first thing to realise about the 64K RAM
(5 15 that th et in exactly

L you're Using, yo
memaory Is not
without the use of

nuisance. The

at all the routn

(s

are Public Domain, 50 you can copy and plaganse
them to your heart's content

Raiding the bank

The RAM in the C tored in “banks’
which 15 16K m = The first 64K,
dynamic RAM, is the stored in banks
extra 64K is stored in banks 4-7, To acc
extra RAM, you have to swap one bank ir
RAM for one in extra RAM. The bank gener

,each of

; remory locations &4000 to
). On the 6128 and plus machines these
banks can be pagedin using the firmware
E.ED:»E. (KL Eidnk Sw |l “h) where the A reg

move inta £40040.
However, in cases where the firmware is ¢

sting 1. Load the A register with the e
want to locate in &4000 and CALL #. The banks
here are numbered 04, where (1 1= normal RAM and
1-3 are the extra banks. For the BASIC
mers amaong you | have put this into the
fu.'m of an RaX in Listing £

Thanks for i'he memory

ss the extra

Now we've establ
you do with il?
chly the
came 5 5 g can be
stored in lfmruu'y .md 1hw1 displayed one at a time.
Or, il you prefer, variables can be POKEed into
memory if you're short on space. i you've ever tried

Ly 5y il
£
oy o !

to write a game, you'll
know that graphics
take up an aw

ot O memory

banks are an
ideal place
) put them
You should
2150 try 10 get
your hands on
a useful utihty
Known as a
L (there are a
few of them in the public
domain), Alternalwely
try the simplified ve in listing 3
ore and retrieve four BASIC
wmands IRLOAD and IRSAVE.
e of
pragrams that
-ed Art Studo,
s number of

grams wath the
Away from the

ng hie a lot sasier




Do you need something to
supplement your CPC diet?
David Crookes has got just
the thing. Further Reading
is guaranteed with no sugar
or artificial additives.

Amszine 3
P PRICE: £1 & SAE

EDITOR: Jonathan
s Brunhead
ADDRESS: Gayton,

Laneside Road, New Mills,

Nr Stockport SK12 4LU
If the purpose of fanzines 15 to deliver a pulsating
package of rivetting reviews, then Amszing is
wonderful, [ssue thrée's themes are car games and
music games. These two themes make'up the bulk
of the issue - 11 pages, in facl.

Of coursa, there are the odd articles for the non
cdn crazy and
musically
challenged - a few

o -

Foit awia 4
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Sidigay

only covers an area of about AS.
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serious reviews, a printer feature and some cheats,
for example, But this tight theming can.create
problems. You see, when you theme a.'ziné ke’ this,
people who aren't intefasted in the chosen topics
can feel neglected

That said, let's get down to the nitty gritty and
examine the thing more closely. Well, the design
may not pip the post, bulit's-adequate — despite the
fact that on some pages it's ricky to follow the flow
of the text because of the cluttered layout. However,
t still retains the excellent screenshots that boasted
the marks of the first two 'zines.

How well written is it” Quite well. It tenids toward
‘youth' language, but | cotidn’t help thanking it was a
little dated (do people reafly still say yo!'?). That
apart, you'll find it a pleasant read

One thing that does niggle, however, i5 the size
of the magazine. it's still presented as an Ad
fanzine, but the pages themsehes (that.is, the
printed part) seem to be about AS in size; which
means there's a massive border stretéhing around
three sides of the page. This isn't justugly, it looks

unprofessional too.

Don't get me wrong, Ams2ing is still ong
of the best ‘zines around. You can tell aJot-of
hard work has been put into it and so after
racing around in a central pasition, it's
charted in a very favourable spot.

Contoni:
Appoarancoe:

80%
&%

KRASH
oy PRICE: £1.50 &

EDITOR: Karl White
ADDRESS: Bryn Trefor,
Liandecwyn, Gwynedd, North
Wales LL47 6YR

The last time KRASH appeared in Amistrad Action
was way back in issue 105, At that tme it réceived
a fairly lukewarm 54%, because although it fooked
excellent, the actual content (which, Jet's face I, is

THE NEWS SUNMMARY

® Whoops! Don't know whether you

remember, but a couple of months ago in AA
we mentioned hearing a rumour that Artificial
Intelligence (the UK's number one PD journal)

would soon be back on the scene. Well, it
seems that after reading Better Than Life, Tim
Blackbond has no intention of re-launching his
fanzine after all. Pity.

® CPC Express, or CPC Trekking, as it was
also supposedly entitled, has closed after

many months of messing about. Did it jump or
was it pushed?

® CPC Undercover has re-opened, but not
without a few major changes. First, Joe
Moulding of Sleepwalker fame has completely
taken over the magazine, which from now on
will be designed on the PC. It'll still be AS in
size and will no doubt include the same
contributors. We've saen a few sample pages
so0 far, and it looks axcellent.

78% _Et

PANTINES @)

what makes a magazine) was as excitmg as an early
burst of the Open Univarsity

So here we g0 again with issue two. KRASH has
improved, buf its still not good enoygh. The problem
is much the same as before: the design is the best
we've ever seen in a fanzine, but orice agein the
content. lets it down = although s not as bad as 1as!
time..Still, ‘itonly Yook.about half-an-tour to read
through the 14 pages

Basically, all it consists of are a-few reviews and
a round up of some PDlibranes; the rest of the mag
is'@ mixture of self-publicty and page wasting
Forfunately, the aditorial does read well, it's just a
bit brief, Take the in-depth look at Gazza 2 and
Emiyn Hughes:that's 50 proudly proclaimed on the
front cover, for instance. | mean, you'd expect there
to be at least 8 page devoted 1o each program
woukdn'tyou? But, no. All you get s a meashy third of
the page, or about
s senténces on
each of the two
games. [ndepth?
There's more
depth to Kate
Moss's-ingerie.

Having said all
that though, |
should point oot
that it is better
than the first
issue and therg 1s
more text to pore
over, 50 perhaps
by issua thres Y
IMprove even
further. if only
the content had
matched the appearance,
KRASH would undoubtedly have been the besl

i
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I
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fanzine ever,
Contoent: 58%
Appeoaraonte: 5%
Overall: 65%
Tribal Mag
e PRICE: unknown
E M EDITOR: Martin Winter
- ADDRESS: Bruehlweg 6,
73527 Schwaebish Gmuend,

Germany

Tribal Mag, the latestiofférng to come from
Germany, 15 yet another disc magazine, it also
consists mainly of German arlicles, 50 unless you
speak the lingo, you won't get that much out.of it

That's not to say you'll find it absolutely useless
though, because there are some sections in English
and, what's mare, they're the most importarnt bits
like the news, cheats and game reviews. The menu
and various prompts are all anghcised too. In other
words, Trbal Mag contains enough English to get
you around the thing easily,

The disc itself employs gocd graphic technigues,
different music for each section and spans both
sides too. The English bits may be:scarce and nol
particularty well written, but there's guite a bit here
to keep you ocoupied. However, I'd advise you to
wait'a litthe longer before buying Tribal Mag,
because Martin (akaBatman of POW] is hoping the
next issue will be written entirély in English. But until
then, non-German speakers will find the value for
maoney aspect a little low,

Content: 40%
Appoaronce: TO0%
Overall: 50%
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This month Keith Woods takes a look at the work of John
Kennedy (no, not that one), and explores the future of

Euvrope’s Public Domain scene...

Beetle Mania
By John Kennedy

‘Auntie’ John Kennedy s a CPC coder bast known for

his work with the now defunct magazne ACU. He
released many games into the public domain, and
we'll looking at the best of them this month, He's
also mad!

Well, he has to be, Only 8 madman could coma
up with a plot like this, A crowd of man-eating biobs

viod tho

Jump linto your
Beotle and hunt
down that bemb. hidden under

i ||-I: 5L -
vou. Okay, 50 you can't biow up the

nvacing blobs with a full bomb, but you

can do something that annoys them
immenseh: blow up the rubber ducks
that they hold 50 dear

[here, | told you he was mad
There are four of these rubber ducks
languishing m ponds at the 1ar comers
of the town. Destroy them all and you
get to move on 1o the next el = which, strangely
enough, looks exactly the same as the frst one; it
plays ientically too - excepl this time the blobs are
ever so shghthy nastier

Because you only ever do the same thing over
anc over again, Beetle Mania gets very boring, very
quickly. It's alsa exiremely easy. After all, there are
only two blobs inhabiting the large playing area, and
considering you've also gol a map and blob-
confusing weapon to help you out,
such simplicity scon turns to
tedium. In fact, if the truth
be known, watching The
Open University's probably more
exciting — and just as silly foo,
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Smooth controls, tough gameplay and it's
all free - what more could you want?

Dripzone
By John Kennedy
Ah, this is more ke it! Not a blot ight
DuckHet-oads 01 gamepiay in wnat IS uncoudtedly the
CPC's best PD bat 'n’ ball game to dats
whal makes Dnip i P H Weil
t'c as well p i i 1 hat |
V Kty I
Wl fi 3 Tte | i
kKeep | | that k
it 3
W i i 1 range o tu
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Kennody's
Dripxone is
as sweel as
a Cadbury's
Caramal -
it's got loss
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excellent, and there's also a special 128K version {d
you can find it} that features some stunning digised
speech, The fourth, and most important thing that

sets this game apart from other bat 'n’ ball games is
its onginality. In the top-right corner of the screen is
a noughts and crosses gnd. Each square of the grid
represents one of the nine levels of the zone. When

calories too.

you win a level, a nought appears in the sauare, if
you lose, a cross claims the space. To move on to
the next zone, you've got to get three noughts in a
raw. If the computer gets a line of crosses, you lose
and il's game aver.

This adds a new dimension o an old thema. The
game becomes a struggle between you and the
computer, And what a struggle i is too, The
ditficulty curve is perfect, and the result of every
game is tight. Don't get fazed if you don't win first
time, though, because if you keep plugging away,
you'll gel there eventually,

Dripzone is Kennedy's best
Pubhic Domain game by a
long shot. If you don't have
it already, add it to-your ‘must
hiave' list pronto!

Englebert
By John Kennedy
Englebert likes the look of his feet. In fact, he loves

them. How do we know this? Wall, why else would

someone want 1o cover

of 3D pyramids vath

il

his footprints? What's more, he's followang this

foohish fetish at risk to his own e, rom o No,

year ahead

The last year hasn't been bad for
Public Domain, what with the release
of fun games like Jumpmania and RC-
Quest, and innovative vtilities such os
Digifrocker and Octwover. Bui, as we
face the New Yeaor, the gquestion must
be asked, can 1995 live up to this
year's standards?

We decided to ask Europe’s
‘people in the know’, but they were
out, se we asked someone we found

sleeping in a nearby cardboard box
instead. Here's a country by country

Probably the most prolific PD programmer in
the UK at the moment is Sleepwalker PDS's Joe
Moulding. He's been responsible for a whole
host of great games including Ghost Quadrant,
which we reviewed in last month's Amstrad
Action (if you didn't get that issue, run along to




getting used to.

If you hate these
isometric type things,
well away from Engle
and his feet. f not,
there's a bit of fun to
be had with this one.
There are plenty of
levels and the
difficulty’s pitched just
right, And Engle's feel
don't smell, ather

With a
face like
that, it's
no wonder
he loves
hiz feat.

page 7 and order it now). So, what'll you be up to
in '35, Joa?

I've taken over the fanzine CPC Undercover
and started producing issues designed on a PC. |
find it difficult to resist writing a follow-up to my
game Caecilia Metella [reviewed AAL105], but | do
need help and advice on what improvemaents |
should make [anyone?]. Itll certainly have a
larger playing area and cart loads of puzzies.
Expect it in January.’

You can contact Joo at Sleepwalker PD, 9
Meeting House Lane, Balsall Common, Nr
Coventry CV7 7FX. Another address worth noting
is that of Demon PD's David Long (47 Hilton Ave,
Hall Green, Birmingham B28 OPE). He's
considering writing a PD word processor, but he's
not sure if it's a worthwhile project. Get those
pleading lotters off to him now!

ireland

Irish group The Firm still has a product or two up
its sleeve. As well as working on the freeware
fanzine CPC Forever, Mark McCormick's New
Year plans also include adding a game to the
many slideshows and demos he's released in
recent times. It'll be a Dr Mario-cum:- Tetris type

Viewer v1.1

By Antoine Pitrou of MMPF
Have you ever receved a text file that
your word processor simply refuses 1o

find yourself dreaming of 2 demo scroll
text that doesn't jump around lke a
crichet on steroids?
If the answer's yes, then
you need String Viewer, or
somettung very ke it. String
Viewar enablas you to view
any ASCH or Binary file of up S
to 32K
{Hang on a second, why i

convenient voice from
nowhere) Why indeed? Considering
String Viewer
of memory available for files. After all,
the View feature of Joker's brilhant Disc
‘0" Magic will enable you to wiew files of
any length

There are other anomalies too

(Helio, have we landed i an egsodde of

Star Trek? — Karen). For instance, i
hines are longer than 80 characters,
ad up and the

they gat taolally mess

rolling becomes jerky. There's also the strange

affair, but Mark swears it has plenty of originality
too. Hmm.

And what's coming up after Battlespheres?
Well, believe it or not, Malfunction is already
planning his next production. So, what will it
be, Mali?

I'm writing a utility to re-organise your discs
to make them run faster and so forth. I've also
just finished my first demo, but | suppose you
won't be too interested in that.

You'ra right, we won't. Still, the disc utility
sounds interesting - look out for a review in
Public Image in a few months time.

France

Daespite the barrage of French-born demos and
disczines, little is happening across the Channel
(well, apart from the farmers buying nuclear
hardware to defend their markets). However,
GPA's Tom and Jerry are gallantly attempting to
defend Gallic honour with two new shareware
utilities, which are due for release any day now.
First up, thera's Ghoul Writer, a utility that
enables you to send flashy disc letters to your
CPC-owning friends. If you want to know what this
one's like, just tune in next month.

load? (Every month! — Karen) Do you ever

only fles of up to 32K? - a than &0

5 such a small program - CUFSO
you'd have thought there'd be plenty Sdn

punur. poMaIN &)

They're also working on an update for Multi
Mark. Quite what this utility does we're not sure,
but we'll bring you more news in the near future.

Leading the charge from the land of spicy
sausages is a chap called Dreadnought, who
seems to have more new Public Domain
products on the way than the rest of the
Germans put together.

He's been working on no less than three
games, which will all bo getting the Public Image
treatment over the next few months. In order of
interest they're Tic-tac-toe, Ultimate Tetris (not
another one!) and City Challenge. We've seen a
preview of Ultimate Tetris, and while it's not bad,
we'll have to wait for the finished version to find
out if it lives up to its name.

City Challenge is apparently a ‘wonderful .
adaptation’ where ‘you have to destroy housesto
save people.” Hmmm. g

Dreadnought has also boen working on a
handy ulility to enable you to display all three
modes on screen at once, in any of four sectors.
It does this by using interrupts, and should be 'o
heading our way very soon now.
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With over 900K of data, Mega-
Blasters is probably the biggest
game ever to blast its way on to
the CPC. But does it have enough
gameplaying dynamite to make
it a classic? Karen Levell and
Angela Cook light the fuse...

What with the termination Bomberman. And with an option that enables up to You're also going to be soundless d you're toting
E W/ of the Cold War, the IRA four blasthappy gamers 1o compete, it's more than less that 128K, That aside, though, MegaBlasters is
> ceasefire, and the certanly the best game 1o come Inging our

Palestinians’ attempls to i e R L] way in guite some time. Worth 14 quid of
gain this year's Nobel Peace [ | g A anybody's maney. Get it!
Prize, it's hard for long-term,
dedicated terrorists to know what to do with

themselves. Okay r“he-'-’*"idﬁ-:i:;menf! R

ST s
scuffie gt--;,-:- 1 Bosnia, but it's just not the : ' ’. !"__""._‘. l
same as planting 1““m“r derg_\.-:-;:' Loy ———— e _‘-
"E-gr'u:..r:.' 0ses, With MegaBlasters, - " LI ™
however, even the most button-happy terronst s i . ' l . 4
has cause 10 celebrate :
First off, the game Is absolutely huge -

n . ™ T oM T
we're talking Mike McShane after 17 Big Macs T e ot T e
ks == W R R N

and four thick shakes! 900K of compressed
data makes this the biggest game ever 1o hil
the CPC (probably), and with gorgeously

-‘-.-.---.-!

scrummy graphics (the whole thing's done in full ‘Alimighty’? Get a dictionary!
pverscan - so there's none of those tacky borders),
dozens of ingame tunes, 11 worlds and over S0 a match for the console fitle.

Whether you're playing alone to beat the game
crealors’ best scores, or dodging the bombs
planted by so-called friends, MegaBlasters is
addictveness taken to a new high. As well as
steering your Pac Manshaped MNinja Turtle around
the maze and blowing up similarly designed
opponents, you also get to indulge your fetish for

powerups. There are plenty of bonuses on offer, GRAPHICS o0%
including choice morsels that make you go faster, The good, the bad, and the ugly all
turn invisible and, rather nastily, reverse the feature here,
controls. There's also a special secret stage - but |
can't tell you about that, because it's secret... SONICS B2%
With top guardian types to Pretty good if you've got 128K, but
by ot el oo e e o a8 TR, defeat, achoice of deafeningly silent if you have less.
levels, this game has plenty to offer even the most difficulty levels
professional of gameplayers. and a superb GRAB FACTOR 07
if you haven't already guessed from the password Gets its claws in straight away,
screenshots, MegaBlasters is the CPC's feature, whichever way you choose to play
answer to the top-selling SNES game Super there really
isn't much STAYING POWER 98%
to complain Make sure you have the pizza
Blast off! Wt et [ ——————
d X r . = By CALGY Slarl, because you won t want 1o
MegaBiasters, which is available on both F for the fact $t0p for aiything.

3- and 3.5-inch discs (but not tape), costs . y s : - Sl that it's only
£13.95. To get your copy send your B L IR ¥ avalable on 3-
cheque to Radical Software, 57 Lebrun - - B  ch or 2.5inch

Square, Kidbrooke, London SE3 9NS. Or : =t = disce - the tans dask FINAL RATING
telephone: 081 856 8402. just isa't man enough for

this type of action it seems,
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sol
won't work with most interfaces. PD
; grams like Ansiterm are far better,
dear in mind, though; that nothing

I*'s time for AA’s very own Claire Rayner to take the stage
once more, as Richard Fairhurst answers more of your
CPC’s deepest personal problems.

CPC Christmas
With Christmas on the way (and
hopefully lots and lots of money with
it), | am planning to treat my CPC
6128 to some upgrading. | am, however,
having some trouble deciding which versions of
each item to buy myself.

First off a 3.5-inch second drive. I've come
to the conclusion that | have a choice of about
four: Siren's, 0J Software's, SD Microsystems’,
and the one by Microform.
1a Which have side switches?
1b Are they all plug-n-and-go kits?
l¢ | may need to use the ASCH files that |
produce on my 6128 on an Apple Mac. | like
the idea of a side-switch, because it would let
me use S-DOS, but would there be any
compatibility problems with the Mac?
1d Which drive would you recommend?

I'd also like a ROM-based DOS system. S-
DOS sounded great in your review in AA89, but
since then ParaDOS has appeared.
2a Can ParaDO0S handle both side switch and
non-side switch drives?
2b Which is more user-friendly?

3 I'd like a mouse and OCP Advanced Art
Studio. In what ways do the AMX mouse and
the Datel mouse differ?

4 | have noticed that WAVE sells an ‘RS$232 to
NC100' and an ‘R5232 to PC Null Modem'. Are
these similar to the R$232 serial interfaces
that Siren sells? If so, could | use the comms
program in Mini Office 2 or a PD program with
one of them, and would it be any faster than
using Siren's built-in ROM software?

Sa Finally, is Brunword Elite still available?

5b Which has the better spell-checking
function: Brunword Elite, Tasword's Tas-Spell,
or Protext?

Claire Dunne, Pudsey

la The SD-and Microform models both

have side switches,

1b They are, but remember o state that
you own an original CPC 6128 when ordering. That
way you won't get a 464 or Plus lead.
lc A drive with a side switch can do everything that
a drive without one can do. Simply set the side
switchto side A of the disc, and it acts the same as
a drive without a side switch. You shouldn’t,
therafore, have any compatibility problems when
translerring files to a Mac.
1d Go for the cheapest drive with a side switch,
2a Yes, indeedy.

2b They're both pretty friendly, but ParaDOS is far
more powerful. S-0D0S is, to all intents and
purposes, useless now that ParaDOS has come
along (as well as all other versions of DOS). The only
possible reason for using another version of DOS
would be if you don't have a ROM-board, or you
intend to use CP/M Plus a lot = this is ParaD0S's
one weak point, and one which SD0S handles
particularly well,

3 The Datel mouse is a more comfortable and
altogether better-designed mouse.

4 The WAVE products are just leads to connect
RS232 (sedal) interfaces together. if you don't have
one o your CPC already, they won't do a lot of
good. However, WAVE does sell the Amstrad/Pace
seridl interface for £29.99, which is still your best

Flash so-and-so!
d . Could you please explain the
r.e/ significance of the flashing coloured

“Y border when loading, say, a game?
For example, on Amstrad Action’s covertape
39, the game Deliverance loads with a
black-and-blue flashing border up to the
level selection screen. From that point on,
the border flashes red and purple, and the
game won't load.

| have some other games that react in
the same way, which, as you can imagine, is
very frustrating. | have returned them,
explaining the problems, but the
replacements are just the same.

The other problem | have concerns the
Crossword Compiler. The program won't
unpack to disc - after the instruction screen,

the next block loads, the tape stops, and
nothing else happens. | have an expanded
464. What's going on?

Geoff Cotton, St lves

TECHY TIPS

bet. It's compatible with almast all comms

programs, and capable of working at high speeds.
Failing that, the Cirkit/Avatar model

i5 pretty good value if you can find it
secondhand. Or you could go for the
Siren/KDS model, which is.a passable, if
inferior aternative,
Avoid Mini Office’s comms module - it's

utely abysmal, and, what's worse,

except the builtin software and a modified
version of CP/M comms prog MEX will work with the
Siren/KDS interface.
5a Unfortunately, Brunning isn't advertising any
more, but the ever-helpful Small Ads (making a
return next month) should see you sorted.
5b Brunword Elite. There are a few good PD
alternatives available, too. Richard

Key

| recently purchased a CTM 644 from

my local pawn shop. Unfortunately, |

also had to take the 664 computer that
want with it. Why unfortunately? Well, because
the keyboard in question doesn't work. All of
the proper lights come on, but only a handful
of keys actually work, | know what the problem
is, and | am trying to fix it with some small
success. What | want to know is: are the
keyboard mats the same in the 464 and 6647

Also, can the 3-inch drive be replaced with

a 3.5-inch drive? | think that if it were
connected directly to the board, it would. |
have talked to people in the computer
assembly /repair industry, but most of them

Richard
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don't think it would.
Steven Winter, Perth, Australia

When | bought my 664, it was at a specially reduced
price because - ta da = the keyboard didn't work.
Open up the machine, plug the connector back in
and, hey presto, it's a5 good as new. If you don't
have any luck with what you're doing, this connector
thing might be a good component to check.

The keyboard mats.are indeed the same, as long
as it's the same version of 464 keyboard we're
talking about (there are two). You'll be pleased to
know, too, that a 3.54nch drive will fit perfectly into
your CPC. All you need to check is that you have the
correct voltage for the drive and, if necessary, that
it's configured as drive A. Richard

Newies corner

| am a new 6128 owner, and | have one or
two questions.

1 How can | link a 464 and 6128 together = |
find that some tapes don't go into the 61287
2 What do DES, DOS, etc mean?

3 Where, and from whom, would | get hold of
a program that's capable of running a CD-ROM
ona 61287

4 | am starting to get the hang of BASIC, but |
want to use machine code. Where do | begin?
Is there a book or something to help me?

James Bell, Glasgow

1 Why do you want to link them together - your 464
“can run 464-only games perfectly? Your 6128 can
do it, of coursa = just run the following listing. ..
10 MEMORY ETEFF: POR B=&8000 TO &BO0F
20 READVEST POKE ny VAL &% +a5)
EXTE  CALL &8000

A 2108V E0, 3K, 00

U DATA 16, Bl

This will enable you to run games which otherwise

féport a ‘Memory fulf error,

2 It you éheck out this month's AA covertape, you'll

see that DES stands for Desktop Emvironment

System. This Campursoft program presents a

friendly graphical front-end, just like an Apple Mac.
DOS stands for Disc Operating System. With a

s Bl /
1 O

U DAWTA JE, LY, 3

CPC, this is a program that enables you'to store
800K on a 3.5inch disc. Efc stands 'Or etcetera,

3 Sorry, no suchuck.

4 One useful book is Master Machine Code on your
Amstrad CPC'464 and 664 . Despite the nama, this
book applies to 6128s as well. Sady, though, it's
cut of print at the moment. Try foilowing our
Assembly Ling s@ries in back issues of AA (see page
7 for more detais). Alterratively, ar almost PD
machine code tutorial by yours truly is availablé from
Robot PD and Sheepsoft. Richard

To boldly go

| want to print out coples of letters, documents,
etc in very bold print on my Epson LX86, and |
would like to know which printer codes are
needed to make the printer head pass along
e@ach line of text four times or more. | can
already get normal bold print (using Tasword),
but I'd like the letters to be even darker.
Richard Latham, Birmingham

There are a few ways of doing this, but ncne of them
are practical with your sebup. Taswerd isn't really
flexible encugh tc re-print éach line, and returning to

the top of the page using a reverse line-feed isn't
possible on the LX86.

It you're not using near-letter quaiity already, turm
that en. Try using the double-strike printer code, too:
27,71 to turn it on, and 27,72 to tum it off.
Alternatively, save the file-as ASCI, and print it by
running the following BASIC program.

) WHILE WHOT EOF

AOGLINE IMPUT #9,a5

BEOERINT  ¥9, a5 i CHESAdd ] 1
SOEPRINT &9, a5

G WEND

T SLESELN

Line 10 opens the file ready for input . Line 30
gets one line from the file, and kne 40 prints it
followed by a carriage-return, but without a line feed.
Line 50 prints it again, this time with both a carriage-
return and a line feed, and line 60 loops back to line
20 until the end of file, at which point line 70 cioses
the file.

if you have a font re<definer such asthe PD
program Epic, you could try printing in a particularly
bold font. Also, have you thought of buying a new
ribbon...! Richard

T3
ACEDS

X/5 + Z80 = HEADACHE

Machine code is good for a lot of things.
{Well, actually, machine code is good
for one thing only, and that's writing
fast programs, but that's really beside
the point.) It's not very good at arithmetic -
adding and subtracting numbers is about its

limit, It cant even cope with simpie multiplication
and division

Tachy Forum, on the other hand, can (it
learnt about them at school this morning). First
up: a subroutine to divide HL by BC, returning
the (rounded) result in DE..

LAivide 1ld de,.0

add hl,bc

rr b:

Ldiv_ad
Or &t I'E C
or a: abc hl.bo
ino de: rat
‘What about multiplication? | hear you cry -
or rather, | would if you were currently standing

ocutside my door and you didn't have a particular

rat o

aversion to horrible cliches. Well, fret no longer,
because here's the answer to all your prayers
(reader of delicate disposition promptly
commits suicide)..

1d hl,0

13 a,b: or o

Jmusled
mul 1p
add hl,de: e be
jr mul lp
This one multiplies DE by BC, and retumns the

rasult in HL

Remember, too, that multiplying by 2 is very
easy - add hihl. 5o is halving - ora: rrh: rr L
Consequently, multiplying or dividing by any
power of 2 is just a matter of repeating these

Cut down to size

It you're creating taxt files from BASIC,
and they're getting unnecessarily big,
there is a way to save a bit of disc

space. First of all, note that numbers

are printad with a space before and after them,
the first space being replaced with a minus sign
if appropriate. If you have stored 2,000 positive
numbers, then, cutting out these spaces will cut
the size of the file down by 4K, Here's how to
output a number without spaces:

100 PRINT #9,MIDS(STRS(n).2);
It is possible to save even more space by simply
outputting values as their ASCIl codes -
character 243 takes up one byte, the string
‘243" takes up three - but this will cause you
problems should you output the numbers 10, 13
or 26, as these will be misinterpreted as line
fead, carriage return and end-of-file
raspoectively. To be avoided,
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SUPER SOCCER COMTIMENTAL CROUS
VIRTUAL WORLDS (FREMCH INSTRUCTIONS)........ £2.99
DRILLERTONAL ECUPSECASTLE MASTERTHE CRYPT
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BrunWord ROM Modules

Special prices for Christmas

Elite ROM Module £63

The BrunWora Elite ROM  module
overgomas the meamaory limitations of the

6128 ROM Module £33

This ROM madule has 128K loaded with
BrunWord 8128 and our febulous As You

Amatrad CPC computer by - adding Type spelling chacker with its 33,000
another 256K of maemory, which (s word digtionafy. (Usually C46)
pormanantly loaded with programmes

and deto. it is the ultimale addition to a
CPCA128 ocomputer. Word processor
spalling chacker, 33,000 word
dictionary, relational database, 9 pin print
enhancar, 24 pin "type setting’ routines,
10 superb fonts and high spoed scresn
dgump and box drawing routines for 9 and
24 pin printers, all programmed into one
H:ﬂ-h capacily ROM. Tha ROM s 56 fasat
that it checks the spelling of sach word
whila you are typing and the price
ineluden aur B bit printar status port.

No ROM box s neaded. Simply phig
tha ROM module onte the sxpansion
socker, type |BW, and tha whole systam
in rasdy for use. [Usually £125)

Juotes

It's fotally briliant..... carfies on the extreme user friendliness of
frunning Products to a very high standard..... | have one af these
fittle goms phigged inta the back of my CPC rght now....
The ROM has performed in an exemplary fashion on alf

ACU Aug 1981

Seequiite uncomplicated and easy 1o use..... you can
the fasiest mosi
Info-Seript is a
formidable plece of software engineering.... The
£ a tuly exceffent product.”
Rod Lawton (AA Editor) - AA Sept 1392

Postage and packing £3, ROMDOS |f reguired £4. -
Fgser (eeEhErE Ue FERE R s ETEE bElEen el ey T ¥ O 3

Brunning Software

fronts. " Chris Knight (ACU Editor)

just sit down and start typing.....
efficient speff checker anywhere... ..

BrunWord  ROM

¥ CLEAMNNG DESX ..., o S0
BLAMK 3 DESKE DX SOFTWARE 10 FOR £7.99 OR £1 LACH -
iyt 100 CAP 3} = " DK OOK 1.cvvoisssvesssinron £5.99 138 The Street, Liule Clacton,

Clacton-on-sea, Essex, COl6 9LS,

Info-Script ROM £43

Tha Info-Serdpt ROM module s a
complele dala processing pachage
including all the features of the 6128
ROM. Even with 1000 names and
pddrasses loaded into memary for inetant
raferance, you oan type & 10 page
documant in the word processor and
your spailing will still be checked while
you are typing. (Usually £79)

BrunWord PC £55
The only programme 1o offer

hardware snoryption. Ask
for frea 16 page booklet
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WAVE ELECTRONICS. DEPTY

1 Bucclevuch Si1. Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria

| TURN YOUR COLOUR
MONITOR INTO A
FULL COLOUR T.V.

This MIP-3 is an excellent unit which

Weord Processing hus
never bheen so eusy!
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Light Corridor, V. “:hcal Cra
Pinball \.{:t},u‘
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