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and BrunWord 4
the fidght is og!

® Software at a snip!
Grab yourself a CPC bargain!

® Get the most out of your
Vidi Digitiser!

® Latest PD news and reviews!

.




-
at a snip!
Canny CPC users know whera to Zat the
hard- and software they want and for a good
price, too. David Crookes cuts out the
"confusion and frustration and leads you to
the sources of the best CPC bargains.

Regulars
3 What's happening

CPC news, Also, ‘al hoame' wath AA and
A readers on the Internet.

|4 Reaction

Letters, even the odd sentence.

5 Serious action!

We've got it taped. For you.

7 Amscene Directory
The AA guide to who's who and whene,
Want to be in the know? Start here,

15 Classifieds

You've got it, someone, somewhere,
wants it You want it? Someone’s ot it.

m 20 Competition!
A BrumWord Elite Mark # ROM Module
needs a pew gwner. Could it be you?

24 Back issves

Indispensable and MEXPENSVE, i you
missed out the first time all is not lost.

Serious siuff

10 Basically BASIC
File fiesta. Three types of CPC files.

| 16 Assembly line

Kichard Fairhurst goes loopy — all in the
interests of CPC reseanch, of course.

More reviews? Fewer Techy Tips? Less
machine code? We ask the questions. You
give us the answers, honestly, accurately
and in your own time. We leam more about
you. 5o you get a customised magazine and
/a5 if that’s not reward enough — you could
win a Jitfy Bag of software, too!
Mow, is that fair or wot?

FREE

20 COMPETITION!

Let your CPC bear the brunt of your word -
processing burden with the BrunWord package.
BrunWord is a byword for quality word
processing and you could win the Efite Mark Il
ROM Module - if you enter our quick
competition! Turn to page 20 now!

BrunWord
ROM

L

Viestorn

Get a Clint in your eye when
you turn sharp shooter in an _:;:-..
all-time classic. Never mind —
pumping iron, it's bullets
you need to shift!

Cyberboy

An a-mazo-ing race

types can use it, too. Whether you
have 128K, 64K or the multiface
128K or 6K versions, no matter!

Make your programs action-packed

19 Hardware
You can screen and screen unti
you're sick, using a Vidi Digitiser,
Richard Wildey calis the shots,

21 Techy forum

I5 the heat on? Richard Fairhurst can
advise. Need to improve your
connections? Richard can help.

Leisure zone
6 Public image

Does Finger Print make its mark? Do
Rambase wi.6 and Dave's House count
for amything? Keith Woods is the judge.

9 Further reading
MNews and reviews from the CPC 'ane
geene. Also, ‘A Rouph Guide to Pictures’,

s el and image- AA116 on sale:
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Hard core?

Hard stance

Worriad about the profferation of
pormograghy among PD Bbraries or
commercial software outiets? Then ask if your ibrary
is 3 member of Walchdog-8 or PSD (Prolessional
Standards for Destnbution).

Watchdog-8 is 3 new volurlary scheme for the
coftwars industry. it is run by the people al Prism PD
but is ‘unbiased” and independent of that compamy
says 3 spokesman. it is based on the PSD, the
largest official watchdog for the all format computer
industry. The PSD works alongside Trading
Standards and with the computer crime divisions of
county constabulanes and with New Scotiand Yard.

The P50 aims to remove the spread of
pornographic software n bind ways: (o make sure
it mad order companies clearly label materal that
sl suitable for children 0 there aie ‘no unpleasant
SINprises n the post’ said a spokesman; and to
pass to the police, delals of companses suspected
of dealing in child pomagraphy. for example,

To join Walchdog-8 soltware companies
complete an apphcation form. i all s in order, the
COmpany makng the apphcation receses a logo 1o
use on fs stationary,

P50 John Dudiey w 01821 TTATTE.
Watchaog-8. 13 Rodnay Closo, Rughy CV22 THL

Coming to a
PC near you
Woekd Wide YWeb is the
Ivekest, trendmst place 1o
b on the internet (that
source of whormation and
opinons that dshebevers.
treat with the scepleism
some doclons resarve for
complaints of FMT o ME_)
Whele you can'l 3Ccess
it wath your CPC the Boods
of emal receied snce we
pubshed the AA Infemet
address show that many of
you use coliege resmEces
fo tams dong the
Information Supethighway.
The official AN site is at
hiktp/ Ao futrenel.co.uky
computing.”
amstradacion himi.
Heraesver, il you start 31

you', left,

Amsitrad Action
Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth
Street, Bath, Aven BAT 2BW

= D12325 442244

Fax 071225 446019

E-mail as@futurenct.co.uk

MNOTE: Piease do nol ring the office for
e, W Can Only 3nSwes Your
guestions through the pages of the
maganne. Please send weillen enguanes

to cne of the addresses above.

hitp:/ A futurenat. co.uk/ this ks the front page of
ithe Future Publishing WIWW site with Enks mto the
home pages of all the Fufure magazines.

You can also find your way to the home page of
AA reader ILE.W Thacker at
Tt/ Anaww. o cF_ac uk/UserHE.W/Amstrad or
that of AA fan blup'.

{if you are bemused by the above information
refer back to 'Get the message”, AAL0S.)

FUTIIHE'MHSIIZ'S

The sound of music...

‘Want to make music, sweef, sweef music? Then
come along to MEMS billed as: 'the uliimate event fo
learm what's hip " happening in the world of music
and sound technodogy... and an ace place for
computer fans, too.”

At MEMS, you'll fnd demos and displays from
the world's leading kit manufacturers and also from
the distribulors.

The dates are Friday, 21 to
Sunday, 23 April and the place,
Otympéa in London. Tickets cost
£5 in agvence or £8 on the
door, but Amstrad Action have
m:mfwemma«ayln
- readersl.

Ad Sales Executive Rob Bennett
Publisher Simon Stansfield

Joint Managing Diredter Greg Ingham
Chalrman Nick Alexander
Production Clair Booth/Jayne Owen

Ad Design Cherry Coad

Cirtwlation Manager Jon Bickley

T Fetwre Publishing Lid 1995

Amsirad Action is an independent publication. The
coampaTy prodocing it has no conmection with Armstrad
pic, We canmol pusranbes to retern material submitted,
Hm--ﬁmmmgﬁ
reserve e right to edit sy materisl solsmitted for
reasons of space and clariy.

What’'s happening...

Compo winners

| want a game winner(s) are: Dave at Demon
PD: Jordan Low, Angus; | Russell, inverness;
Stephen Rich, Harpendeén; Jamas Pinnias,
Spitsby. |Sorry Jin:l:u. had & few problems
with your writan E'|.1:

Richard Fairhurst wrote Fluff and he also writes
for Amstrad Action

The image Cansclous winner is
E Johnson, Tamworth. The answer is BARRY.

The Altarnative I:‘:mpnﬁrin winmers are

Pe'.er.: oroug
Ardler by Bl

BOWrID (5 trtlos)
Gary Andrews, Larna.

WACCI for free

Campur Solt is offering a free copy of WACCT to new
customers buying software, Mo minimum purchase
i5 NECESSary.

DES you or DESn’t you?
Campur 3ot is offerng two free DES programs to
DES ROM owners, Send a disc, SAE/Jiffy Bag and
state whether you want the screen grabber Gamera
or the tracking sector editor Disc Editor. (The latter
is very powerfol and isn't suitable for beginners.)

No waiting e

The eight socket (you can upgrade to 8 15 socket
version, later ROMbox from CampurSoft enadles
instant access to your program,/proprams 58 not
only does it save you time but it reduces wear on
your hard drive, too

A ROMIbox i= 8 program encoder on 3 chip so
you only need to access your disc when saving or
loading a particular datafle,

Note that to work with @ ROMbox ail CPC Plils
machings require a peripheral adaptor ot available
from CampurSoft). Price £35 plus £2 pip.
CampurSoft 10 Mcintcsh Court, Wellpark, Glasgow
G31 ZHW = 0141 554 4735 Fax = 0141 227 4486

3-inch discs for sale

Original Maxell and Amsoft 3inch discs for sabe, £25
(el p&p) Tor ten discs. CampurSaoft has received a
néw consignment. Numbers are, however, limited to
ten discs per person. From CampurSoft.

(For contact information see above.)

Contributions are cnly accopted on the basis of full
assignment of copyright to Future Publishing All betters
submitted sre assumad to ba lor publication, W take
care to ensurg that everything wo publish is accurate, but
canmot be Eable for any errors or omissions. Mo part of
this publication may be reprodeced in sy form without
wrihan parmission,

Amsirad Action recognises all copyrights comlained
within this s Where podsible we have sckrowhodzed
the copyright holder. Please foel free to contact us if we
have fallad to recognise your copyright - we will be
happry to cormect any aversighl.

Primted in the UK by Wiliam Gibbons and Sons Lid,
Willonhall, West Midlands WY13 3XT.

April 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION
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Write to us af: Reaction, Amsirad Action, 30 Monmouth
Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW or you can e-mail vs at
aa@futurenet.co.uk putting ‘reaction’ in the subject line.

Web feat

| wrote to you sugpesting you create your own
AA home page. Now vou have and I've had a
lock at it (see '‘Coming to a PC near you', page
3 = Ed). | think it is very good, quite amazing, in
fact. Especially all the pictures. 50 how about
covering the following tepics...

@ ftp-sites with amstrad cpc-software,

@ information on how to link a cpe to a pe

@ information on the newest and best
cpe-emulators and their use?
blup2ezinfo.vmsmail.ethz.ch

Stowdy, slowly please. | was rubbish at foreign
languages at school and this looks nothing like
English to me. All those lefters without vawels, the
ampersand... Sericusly though, blup {that's gotta be
fozeign or you'd be Herbert or Rodaayl, thank you
Though Fm afraid it's Rob, the Art Editor who takes
credit for the pictures and the Futereénit Ondine
Editor who put it on to the Web sie,

Iy ook at the Amscene,/Directory on page 7
you'll sae we have added i new section with
information about ftp-sites for cporelated issues. If
anvone knows of any more, please write in. AA

Ferhaps blup can help with the next one = the ch at
the end of his e-mall address tells me he's in
Switzeriznd which is “abroad’ 50...

Germa nnuling ideas?

| go to Germany every summer for my holidays
and it would be nice to buy some German
games. if you do get games abroad do they still
use the name Amsirad?

Alazdair Stewart, Dundee

It's okay, we're covered
Why not lose more AA-produced pages and
replace them with sample fanzines photocopied
on to AS paper and included as a supplament?
Thizs would result in a decent-sized magazine,
provide free advertising for fanzines and user
groups and reduce AA's production costs, |
prefer the covertape in its current form - a
complete game plus demeas/utilities more than
justifies the £2.95 cover price,

Mark Payne, Redditch

IMark, thanks for vour concern about our production
costs! We are happy to publish details of fanzines

and user groups - m fact, any usefd CPCmfo-m
our Drectory on page 7 which readers can help keep

p-lo-date by notifying us of changes or omissions.
And, -‘-"~.-+- ,..-. asked where 1o fnd to buy or

swap games. Our reader ads shot is the place. This
month it's oo page 15.Youw could probably trade your
mathar, not just your Masic Maker package! Theugh
if you go to MEMS (see page 3) you might be
inspred to keep-the MM package, Can't vouch for
your mother, though! AA

Going up

| buy your rad mag when | get the money. I've
gota 6128 and a GX4000. And I've tons of
guestions to ask you...

1 AA is IRE4 here in Ireland. Will this price be
going down?

2 Is Trading Post the best place to get carts
from? They.only have 10.

3 Do no software houses make games any
more? You didn't review any in AALL2.

4 | missed a few good issues. Have you had the
hardware project so the GX4000 can be
plugged up to a cassatte recorder?

I Yems may have the best beer and very Sexy accents
but you also hawe 21% VAT on magazines (Zerorated
in the UKL Ampwary, Peter you've been bending the
truth. | arm reliably informed that A4 costs IRES 92
rok IRE4. Shame an you! And as for going down,
Sorry. From this issue A4 costs more (wherever you
buy i1l = 4p i the UK, so around 7p in Eire,

2 Carts are hard to get hold of. Try Wizasd and
Computer Cavern (ses Amscens Dirgctary, page 7).
3 s down o independent stuff, I'm afraid,

4 AGGGGGGHG! AL

Tearagn Turtar
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horse and hold on to your Stetsons as sharp
shooting Richard Fairhurst explains this month’s AA tape.

WESTERN
Leppelin Softwara
Do you feel lucky, punk?

This manth, it's your chance
fo be Clnt Eastwood in
Spaghelt Weshern, 2 game
recently woled one of the alltme
classics by readers of our sister
mag Commodors Format. 5o
plug in yourjoystick, Bmber up that ingger finger
and get ready bo pump buliets through the
outlaws — whsch, wsurpnsngly, i the general
ann Of thes game

distroas flores
ha's wearing?

CYBERBOY

left. Mowing e right....
general idea,

To pamp handy to avosd balls
thrown af you), move the joystick
up &nd in the opposite direction
1o the way you're walking. So if
you're gomg nght, move the
joysteck up and beft

You get the

COVERTAPE

Sheepsoft/5TS Software
Pacmarr old hat, nghi? Move around the maze,
avoud the ghosts, eat the pils, collect the bonas

It's not ouie that easy, of !‘__ poants. Mo protdem
course. Objects of a sorls are e - === = == = " fogay's CFC generalion
thrown ai you, which sap your - . * | demands something
energy on contacl. And even on - . - = = | move. Cyberboy's
lewed |, the ootz have a Knack -m m = | peogrammer, Paul
of taking pot shofs &1 you and 8 Delhaladhe ] « | Fairman, came up with
ducking behind windows only to « | =] the following twist from

be replaced by an s e o= === ¢ 1! .| the depths of his rather

e TOCENt cians whom '!i:h:ﬂr : . | warmped mind.

youre not mean o ST . ~ = In this game you can
shoot partlybecause | Crberboy.  pa B SR " | oot oyt your laser and,

you'l be penaksed for it,
and parthy because you'll waste valuable
amimo. (Alnsstc or wol? - Edi

Your stock of bulkets 5 displayed at
the battom of the screen; as a.bar
representing your curment energy evel
and a count of pest how much cash your
Fistiul of doliafs’ contams.

You gan the dosh by shopting
oullaws and, oddly enough, picking up
the bags with 3 dollar sign on them.
Yehile, to pick up an object, press Fre!
arcl mowve the joystick down — there are
bombs and rew magarmas (no, nof e
AA) full of ammo to pck ug, 1o

Moving the joystick left moves your player

well, waste the ghasts.
Despate s, i's shil probably the most diffcult
Pacrman game yoifve ever played. Control is by
oystick or redefinable keys.

THE ULTIMATE
SPRITE
SEARCHER

Sentinel Software

Programmers are programmers, and graphic
artists are graphsc artists, and never the bwam
shall meet, Which is a bat of a problem when
you'vi hrnshed your latest sightdevel scroling
shoot-"'em-up and the spaceship is still a capital

Loading mslrm:hons

e A of the tape, type [TAPE Il wuru 3

W and

still firwng full stops at the aiens.
U=ing TUSS, as t's more cammonly knawn,

youl can get around ties by, er.. pechig

graphics from other people’s programs. There

are four versions accessible fram the TLISS ]

[pading meni; 128K, .

b4k, and the specis k Got A
128K and 64K for § ; eed Bl
Muthface wsers. :L S with T
So firstly koad the TUSS. —"E'
program from which i
you want to pinch e e A SR
some graphics into =:H=r1i'.‘.‘1h‘i SEEET ;ﬂE'T
memeny which is = =
opteon 2 on the

pragrasm menu n the
noenal versions: However, if you have a Muftiface
you can sslect one of the special Mulbface
versions and then load a game in the narmal
mannes, Fressag the red bufton at any point
then kocks TUSS into action

Mext, you nesd 1o search through memary for |
some graphics. To do this select the screen \
mode i wihech the game plays and then sebect 1
opbion 3. Cursor up and down Lo move through
memory. When you ¢ome acrass something that
Iopks ke penbledup graphics rather than a
complete meshmash of game data and code, use
cursor l2ft and right to get the nght wadth.

Use the SHIFT and cursar keys for final
adpstment, and then ext to save the sprite pSmg
option 9. There are tons of other options for you
to play about with and even an RSX sprite driver
o0 you 2 use the graphics easily in ywour own
programs {to reprint the TUSS manual woukd
take up the whole magazinel.

It's dessigned for disc users, but tape folks
can use it, Load a Multiface version from the
TUSS menu [press a key mmediately that you
seg ‘Press PLAY then any ey}, or load an
unprotected game file first, followed by a specual
version of the program such as MEMORY &1 7FF
LOAD “game Rlename” &1 800. Insert side B of
the covertape, wind it to near the end, and type:
LOAD “TUSSEB00 648" 48B00: CALL 48800
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rnrﬂu.-r mrﬂwmn-ﬁ e can't
frish the job and loses his cheery grn.
,Mmmtﬂum“mﬁﬂ

Mw-.ﬁmbrlﬁh,m-lh dealer and i euic o, you can't do anything other than

offers a suggestion to the guilty ameng you - if you
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Rambase v4.6

By John Farlie and Barrie $nell

(128K snly)

According 10 the most recent AA information,
today's mast typical Amsirad Achon reader = male,
between 30 and £0 years old, and runs a business
an his CPC, Af the back of his wardrobe &5 his old
0%t which he st thinks looks gotd on hem and
whach he'd wear if onlly hes wife would et hem.

i you're one of the multitude that fE fhs
descripbon [well, maybe apart from the ux bd), then
one of the programs you're most kely to find useful
fs & good database. Unfortunately, commential
databases (B everything eise) sre hard to come
by, but it probably woa't Surprise you to know that
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Rambase vd.6: full of foatures, froe of boge.

there's a program i the PD which & almost as pood
25y that will set you back, say, £20.

Rambase was first released many moons ago as
& farly ordinary database. However, ower the years
VaNous users have been adding features to
owercome problems they've encounterad, to make

Rambose one of the mast fully-featured and bug-free

programs svaipbie in the public domain loday,
As well as all the usual data handling features
which you'd expect to find i any reasonable
database, Rambase includes very powerful sorting.
searching and Held managemeant ophons.
Most powerful s the sortng
opbon, whach allows you o Lot
any part of the file you
want on any
field,

Gat Rambase wd 6 from King Arthur's Damain,
Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Rosd. Worthing,

Weost Sussoxn BN11 3NQ = Jax 01903 206739

2bout a5 good as any,

addition and no, there are no other challenges for

without needing 10 sort the whole fie,
Almost every imaginabie fisld management
optron & inchoded, ghang you the abity to
add, delete, change or even combme felds
waith the manimun of fuss, Added 1o s,
YOu Can choose wheng to msert new
racords in 2 Held, marge files of tabulite
the: file 10 produce 3 compact tabie with a
variable column width.

To take one example of Rambase's
frghtening wersatiity, there’s an option that
alicews 1% fo double 35 2 labsl printer. Within

‘. DAUVE *"S HOURE
SUSIT A% TRTER Y N
e ﬁ ;1;“ LT
LT
Lo gs omgpen dww oif W > hd |

this. you find another large range of ophons which
offer you 2 choice of output sires, ines and
typefaces. Clearly, if you can think of & useful
feature for 2 database, chances are somebody’s
aiready mcluded it

The wonder 15 that with the addition of all these
exiry features, Rambase has still managed to
maarstam is ease of use, Everything seems to have
been added with practicaity alone in mind. Hence

the program doesn'l look very excitng, bud fough it

kacks: pny frills, {'s gol all the thnils imaginanie [f
entering and sorting data can be thrling].

The only big problem with Rambase is thal
because if's writhen in BASKC t's very show,
especially when you use the sortng optron,
However, d you've got the patiente
10 put wp with this, you'l do wel
to find a better database than
Rambase wd 6,

Finger Print

By The Twins

The great thing about the PD. | always say, is thal it
caters for all sorts of minority interests. through
programs that wouldn't be commercially viabie.

Finger print: a data encrypHon program.
Finger Prmi caters for one such section of our
community - crimmnals

Finger Print is ke any other decent address
manager, except for one shight difference: it saves
your data in code 50, @5 it proudly proclaims on the
fite screen, if the cops call they won't be abie to
BCCess your underworld address book..
your dat, you enter a special code!

The encryplion senice won't be much use to
mast people (we hoped, buf the
actusl addvess book delf

8 5%

To decrypt

The bowse thot Dave bulll = with your help.

your offspring to meet. All thes Wil game doas i to
pick two numbers between one and 340 and ask the
child what their suem is. Even this is of Hife use, a3
the game is only really testing them, rather than
teaching them. The lods ether get the sum right or
wrong ~ there's no Try agan’ opton.

What Dave's House sels out
to do i does beautifully,
Trouble is, it does 0 ktie if's
hardly worth bothering with,

Drug Baron and Doom

By Tem Dean (Impact]

Tewn Dear's bong slandmg discame bmpact has never
been the most popular of CPC magarines, probably
becaose some of the peose it contans won't Sut
meost tastes. M does have one notable distecton,
however, which is that the Eddor, Tom Dean writes
moch of the free software whach is ncluded hensel.
_ Drug Baron and Doom are tao of the mone
interesting games Tom has produced

recently..
" Doom

The CPC has tradtionally been sopported by many
good qualty PD advertures from the kkes of Smon
Avery or Rob Bucidey, but unfortunately this 5 no
longer the case.

Doom will do Rthe to chetr up povertystrcken
PO adventure fans, as if's everythng an adventre

The heture of this program leeks bleak.




Gartrude Stmﬁkt mmahsm
Pius, Torm's, &rm, unique sens

of humour makes the odd
appearance, with the game
taking to caling you a creep!
Wedl, if that's your attitude. T
play something eise..,

Wheo are you?

Hf you think this is slander, tern to pages 18
and 19. We're doing another survey to find out
who reads AA and what {is it possible to
improve on brilliance?) we can do to fill it with
what you want to read about. You could win a
lot of software... but you have to take part in
the competition, first, of course!

L]
Clubs
L Amitrod Dizr
[UALG), 26
d= Crescent,
Farcham,
POTS TEY
= 01329 234291
Comms
Genenis, the EHI oration
somp.sys. ams i
iR oo
walsl, Ar.net

l--lnlﬂ roasiind
(Tt i "Ih\"l’rl' clableec] DS 000T I"f'"-‘ & Wl
CRCEMU o CPE |r.|.,|=,1|u g 460 IP1is aned

I-.l.'-l
0033 139 50 54 11.

Aipedcts [on-line addross) 0161 T92 0200
FIDQ 2:1320/220

Fio requests. welpamed

ClX = 01871 JI00 B44S
{en-line address) O181 390 1 :!5)‘1 244

Compuiorve © 0800 280ITE
Belphl Internet = 0171 757 71350
Birect Connection v 0181 317 0100

-
Fanzines
3T Weshmoriand fve, Newbiggin by-the-Sea,
4 [ we, Ma "
Haorthumberland Hlﬁi # -
I-u'llln
Gaytan, Lonciide Rood, New Mills,
Hr :'rmlm SK12 aLu = D‘TIGII F44883
Manla, L]

1] wqhwhum- Road, Codiall,
Walvorhampton 2 1PL

The Liminater
= 14 Stotien Bood, Riccall, York, Morth Yorks
bt N-1-1]

e s g aleee B0 J W ivorvlon, Ly serid B0,

PD Power
= 13 Rednoy Close, Bilten, Rughy €22 THL

PD Libraries

'-‘i;::; Lane, Whipten, Lxeter, De
o K LY Vi,
£X4 880 :

Aoty Mwary, Doalsyg O0oy o BASX

Drug Baron

SUFLIT Daman

LT

Flal, mo sparkle, just like the ceke.

Amscene

directory

By Tam Deant

Trmmn
deaings with this
management samulaior,
The idéa 15 you
start off with 3 load of
monay s\“'f..n You use to

Calrob PD
- B Awiemore Rood,

Tape-caly FD M iy

Do maon

« B2 Owerton Closs,
B28 PHA. L-mail:

r Tk o LR

3 Sexch sy svalabic

&0 PD Software

WWAW, Mutley, Plymearth

Z5 iy RS il Sl dor
SESECETE T

w'ﬂ
- Darren Dodds, 1% llmwood Drive,
Pontoland, Mewcomtle HEZO0 900

iy pr ot 3 depdieing Service

e Rslitgs 08 RO OF OEE

Jama PO
" 014678 533447

A to-Rade elpchon Soils Bhe Late 55 Ghi-S3e

K Arthur s Domain, Cottogs,
I::avl-r.i: Rowd, Warthl ot Suiiex
BM11 ING v/fax 01902 206739

A polcy (4 o -m’.r.- 4'.#"!.1":

Prism PD
- 13 Rodney Closs, Bilten, Reghy CVII TH)

Rebot FD
= I Treat Rosd, Oakham, Rutiend LE1 S5 &HF

l-:-v'w 40 Doe Court, ——

uu AHW = mun 708+30 Whelaec

Hardware
Datel = OUTEX T44TOT

Microdorm (Fox we.) 01772 703131
Romantic RBobot © 0181 200 8870

m
298 Hollen Reod, Sewth Wales
ﬂ-d SHW = D144 TOOT 20

Indie
Software
Companies
P e P s o
CPC Sautlwest halel = =
TR T e, I

ﬁ-r.l-ll'.l-ﬂm
+ 11 Vicorage View, Redditch, Wores B97 4RF

In the last few months it seems that all of the
PD's most promingnt gamaés programmors
have moved on to othor vontures. One man
that's not going anywhore elte, though, is
Britain’s David Hall, who, with a bit of luck, will,
neat month, herald the return of the famed
(ahem) Public Image mini-intendew with news
of hig latest production.

Look out also for reviews of the most recent
monitor programs for techy freaks and the
latest production from the creators of Ghoul's
Writer. In short: don't miss it!

Seilled Ouino, 52.99 et £3.99 (i) Ohded Doyitds 1o A
TR
BO W Road, Coduall
w s 1PL ’
seed SAE for catslonos
P-dﬂ-t
- 37 Trim Drive, Bery, Lanc: BLE 1JW
Teche: il imieckid e
Radizal Selrware, ﬁm?u
Road, W m 1 ING
uffex 01903 M?‘H?
D Misrcayitemn
= Q1953 483750 -

Sontlnel Software
41 Enmore Gerden:, Last Theon, Londan

W14 BRF o.meil: caPdrrwiiBrenclocvk

CTS Wies and & hewy Ot prodhin B

Slron Software
= 0161 FO&52TD

Mail Order

Trading Post = 01952 462135
Trojon = Q1554 777903

Wizard Games o/lax 01723 370586,
=Q1733 03209

Services

.H.fllp-!cm

vmn 'ﬂ' !Mr:#

ANTHL by b St

Suﬂw_:lre
suppliers
o) Softwors v O1237 4271013
Compwter Covera = 01628 291107

Brunswich
'I‘-l IHG

W by anwartod (PO vt

s
298 Helteon Rood, : Sovth Waler
CFS MW = D1446 OO :IU

Tromics Horth
QI SIVFT 253 Too
PO Bax 7419, Gorburl, Oeeenslond,
Awyeralia, 4857 -l’
cftware ard T

L pr agglior of

Upg rgdes/
Repairs

T-49 Bond, Lolgh, Losts WHT 48R
“ 01943 241808

User Groups

UAGG Lﬂllhi‘m Uior Growp)
= DI33P 234207

WAL ~ 013244 3340432
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the internet magazine

Get wired .
for Sound %

Yﬁur complete guide to
o rp_c.k_ ’n’ roll on the Net -

.\ Miss it and your ears will
X -
; never forgive you

answer to the ulti
Internet question:



David Crookes thumbs the pages of another fanzine and

thumbs his nose at its prose, presentation and
and purpose, and advises on clip art.

The fanzme Another Workd ("the uiimate discrng for
serious users’] has closed its doors becauss,
according to its editor, Richard Avery, it fook too
miuch of his time

and not many

people bought

ek «g=i. Another Wiy Id
wem E= 'I4|.|J P — e

b sy

actually saw
copy but, by
all aceaunts, it

was good, AW, now gene
which makes i1 to ancther place. Sadiy.
all the wixze

that sales were low. However, Richard reascores us
that he hasn't left the CPC scene and will continee 1o
write PD programs.
Richard Awvery. 3% Mariborough View, Cove. Farnborough,
Harts GRI14 GYA.

Derek Payne of CPC Mania fame has asked us fo
gve his ‘nne a plug. It costs £1.50
Derek Payne CPC Mania, 89 Wolverhampton Rosd,
Codeall, Wolverhamgton WVE 1PL

REVIEW

Eliminator

Price: 50p

EDITOR: J R Naylor

ADDRESS: 14 Stotion Road, Riccall,
York, North Yorks YO& 60J

How can you elminate a fanzine revewer o fower
than 20 seconds? Without using forceful means?

@ You pubdish a fanzing with only ten, single-ided
pages and il tham with notheng but rublish

& You proudly clasn that your fanzine is “better than
the rest” and pestify this by sayng it 15 brilliant
because “pur graphic capabilises are good” lwhich
means they use some pretty pictures which should
miske the mag worth, ooh, hundreds of pounds). Not
only this but you emphasise the fact that you have
fots of forts and reckon that thes statement means
the fanzing 15 5o priceless that !t should appear on
the Antigues Roadshow in a few years tme,

& You include a cheat page and decide nof to priet

Lowng DISC V)

any cheats, And,
get thes: the
reason why ths
page s, wed
EMpty in 0ur revew
cOpy twe've Deen
assured there
will be cheals i the reader copées) is
fhat the Elmnator crew think A4 wil
rack them. Right. To make a good
IMpeesSion oh 2 reviewer, you don't
nsnuate he's a thief, do you?

i Ebminator were anything but a
fanzive, it would be 2 self-destrucing
Bomb. A bomb with & tme b of around
hiall 5 minste and that definitely doesn’t mean that
the mag & dynamite.

50 you tm the page 10 take 3 gander at the
contents and what do you Bad? An enprecene st of
artiches and a prosmuse of

A rough
guide
to pictures

Some fanzines decide to hawe wall to wall text
a% opposed to brightening things up with a fow
pictures. Howaver, if you do want drawings
then this is whore clip art is an absolute god
and the reason why some fanzing editors
worehip this sort of pics
The balance betwesn clip art and toxt has
to be struck to avoid an excess of one thing
over another. Lile a lot of other "zines,
Eliminator, (reviewed on this page) has too
masch chip art and this has an undesirable
effect because it smacks of laziness. Anybody
can produce a fanzine like the one below left in
under an howr and people begrudge paying for
something like that.
But how do you go about
making youwr own clip art?
s sasy. Al you neod is a
igood art package and a copy of
Powarpage. Draw your Image in
MODE 2 using your art package and,
once you're happy with the result, save
it as a screen file, Load this screen into
Powerpage and, using SHIFT and COPY, draw
a box around the area of the screen you want
to be clip art. Don't press SHIFT and COPY
twice, though, as this will permanently h“p
the box on screen.
Once you have a box around the image,

you nead to call up the Block menu and
chooso the clip art option. The program asks
you for the name of your clip art and then
saves it as a .CUT file.

Hey prosta! A piece of clip art ready to use.

“pitemate pleature.” Well aach
1o ther own, | SUDDOSE, R i
Aryway, to the revews

Thera are three
scintilatngly, superiatve
piecas of openon on Taus The
Fox, Street Gang Soccer and
Cavernana. AR the revews are

Toll DEATE

Eliminater makes claims...

ELxmzwnTon FRnzInel

FOR YOUR
AMSTRAD CPC
AT LEWT B TE HEES A
ST R RS THE AE VIR ENCNG
T
At il

CHEAT

BET = R AT T ki PO
S W T et
4 Fadl Wil B PAsE Wt
P ———

«-proves to be a
‘cheatstape’, and
dossn't deliver.,

Elmmnator closed and
subseguently re-opened (makes
you wonder why they did the
latter, thoughl. That's &, Mm
afrind, Desades a competion, 2
cyrviy and sometheng about
starting a hefters page (whach
will gnd up full of complaants,
I'm sure)

Al despate the kivash
clams of a goodHooking "oine,
the editor has only produced an
average offesing. Lots of fonts
are utad bul unforhunately thes
just creates a scrappy effect

The size of the text &5 for
o0 bag and this forces the
amoasd of words 10 a page to

PAGE!

RS WL WA Tl

ISR X o I F o NF

BETTER THAN
THE RESTY

short and tell you haedly anything pleasurabie or
worth reading.

Then you tum io the only other page of any real
note, the news section. This pist telts you why

200 o rapedly, decreasang
the valkue for money, SUl, i you're virtually himd, al
east you'll be able 1o read

The clip art is of a very good quakty, though.
Shame 'S used ondy 1o wasie 5pace.

Un the other hand, the ‘zne’s blank s«des come
in dead handy for senbbling notes on, bid, Sym your
50p and go halves on a lottery tScket because then
at least you've got a chance of genng a kile
“ultimate pleacure.”

Content: 10%
Appearance; 43%
Overall: 35%
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Are ‘files’ a) something you
send prisoners in a cake?
Or, b) a method of storing
information? Angela Cook
and Rob Buckley answer in
a multiple choice format.

There are three types of files an the CFC:

& programs witten in BASIC ar Machine Code,
which are normally called by using the
RUNTFILENAME" command;

@ bmary data, which 15 just a long list of data in byte
format. This is narmally used to save: (1) the
(3uatemalan spotted tree frog, or (21 graphics and
game ingrmation. An example of this i how 1o lpad
and save & screen. To seve a full screen out type

SAVEFILEMAME", b &CO00 E3FFF,
To'call it back on screen,
LOADFILEMAME® B, AC000

@ anothzr method of storing data - in 8 more
ordered and readable form than 2 straight block of
data, and that is what this artcle concentrates on.
Over the past few months vou have boen using:
1 Cxyspot cream., Or; i
2 strings and variables, and seeing how these might
be used in a database, word processor and even.an
adventure game. However, once the computer is
switchid off you have last all the infarmaticn.
Thankfully, the CPC being as fantastic as it is,
gives you a sawing ability, Try bypng this — though be

Nine reasons NOT
to be a programmer

1 You arg ::nufr‘:n:tuull:f bownd to waar a
Metallica T-Shirt.

2 You must grow your hair really long (What's
wrong with that? - Simon].

3 Your jeans develop holes within days of you
learning Assembly language.

4 All programmers must blush when the
appasite sex are mentioned.

& When you go to pa

you, and you have to sit in the kit

anybody who passes about your latest
compression routing.

& Everything you do becomes revolutionary
For axample, ‘it a brand-now way of g

likoo Mownt Vosuvius,
you and offer you

thoir seat on the bus.
9 You must make up a meaningless
programming peeudonym for yoursel..

Aprl 19595 AMSTRAD ACTION

sure (o have a disc or t2ape 1o hand (with both the:
Record and Play buttons pressed down

18 IKPOT"Hhat is yeur mane”;Manel
20 OFEROUT"Kanme . INF" :PRINTES, Hamed :CLOSEONT

fiun this, and when the ready prompt appears, neset
the machine (for & 'soft resst’ hold down CONTROL
and SHIFT, press ESCAPE], rewind the tape and type:

10 OFEMIN*Mane. INF*:inpub®3, Ramed :CLOSEIN
20 PRINTHA, Nanes

All you have done here, s to save a peepe of
information. However, you can store whobe ksts of
mbormation all in ong file, and then call them back
when needed, though you need to call them back m
thé correct order. For example

18 OPENOUT

“DATH" (PRINTHA, HENES, RDDRESSE, FOSTCODES , RECORD
CLOSEOUT

2d OFENIN

"DATA" :PRINTNS, POSTCODES , RECORD  NANEY , ABDRESSH:
CLOSEIN

H'r"!e.'l Yo i, this program Causes on &g, Since
you have tried o
I bounce on the keyboard, Or;
2 read back the data in line 20 in the wrong ordear,
I Gtheer wirds, the INPUTED in line 20 should bé
fioliowed by the same data format: string, string,
string and number,

The correct line s

& CPENIR"DATA® (INPUTRY.RAMES  ABDREGSH,
POSTCODES, RECORD

You may notice that if you enter 3 ne which has
used a comma, [} whatewver came after it has been
kost. This is due to the way that BASIC handles
npuls, and to get around thes, yvou hive to replace
both PRINT#S and INPLIT with new commands.

Firstly. replace all FRINTSS with WRITERS,
NPUT#S and INPUT wath LINE INPUT9 and LINE
INPUT respectvely, This is demanstrated in the
short isbing below.

18 OPENOUT"Denme”
29 WRITERS,"

[This is a simple line, with a comma in it")

30 CLOSEONT

&0 OFDNDN"Peno”

B INFUTES, 08 :FRINT a5

68 CLOSEIN

0 OFEMIN "Dems”

0 LINE INPUTHY, B8:PRINT &
0 CLOSEIN

Here's 3 small pragram that lets yeu
enteér & name and telephone number,
and continues until you tefl it to:

o
) INE RpOYENnE

10 OFEROUT"Tele®

20 LIRE THPOUT™Mane® ;Maned:LINE INPUT™Telephine
Homber®;Teled

30 MRITENS Named, Teled

40 INPOI*Ester another (U/M)":qh:if qi="5" or
qf="¥* then 20 50 CLOSEOUT

Onee you have entered all your names, you can
use this Iiftle program to search through and
pick the nght number, by entering the name
eguired.

10 OPENIN*Tele®

& LTHE INPUT™Please enber
nane” (NENE-UFFIRE(NE)

30 IF EOF THEH PRINT"Mame & Humber
ng Found" ;CLOSEIN:ERD

40 LINE INPUTHA, HAMES, TELES

50 IF  HE=UPPERS(Hanes}THEN
PRINT*The  nuaber  requived
is ";Teled:CLOSEIN:END
B COTO 30

In v 30 you use a funchion
calied EOF, which is short
for End Of File,

When this becomes
frue it means pou have
read the last peece of
information in the file
and you close the
opened fle ang
erd the rauting,

Fdle tiad

trying 1o read

past the end )
of a file
retls |

Ay BTOr

Type righting
Check the program is correct using
TypeChecker. See AA113, page 17.

How to write your own ecologically-incorroct
gama... How about International Seal Culling'
or '"Super Badgor Baiting? Now that's worth
£3 of anybody's money. All thot's loft to say.
is that the first persen to sond in th

answers to the above guostions, v in:

1 an afl-oxpenset paid trip to the Caribbean
Or;

2 mothing.




Amstrad Games Cartridges for the 6128+/464+/GX4000
* Mo Exit * Operation Thunderbolt
* Mavy Seals = Switch Blade
* Pro Tennis Tour = Klax
* Barbarian Il * Robocop 1T
* Batman The Movie * Pang
All games are unboxsdiwithout instrsctions at a special price of £9.99
All Ten Games At A Special Offer Price of £74.99
Amstrad 6128+/464+/GX4000
Enforcer Cartridge for the Trojan Phazer Gun
Amstrad Burnin® Rubber! Loco Basic Carridge
Amstrad 6128464+ Instruction Manual
Amstrad 464+ Computer with Stereo Mono Monitor
Amstrad 6128+/464+ kevboard membrane ...
Amstrad Paddle Controllers (6128+/464 «/GXA000) .
Amstrad 6128+ Computer & Mono Stereo Monitor .
Amsirad CM14 Colour Stereo Monitor .
Amstrad MMI12 Mono Stereo Monitor
Amstrad 464+ Computer Console
Amstrad 464 and 6128 General
Amstrad LP1 Light Pen :md software for the 464 .
Amstrad 464 Light Gun and games cassette (3 Gll'l'h“l
Amstrad 6128 Light Gun and games disk (5 Games)
Anstrad GTe5 Green Screen Monitor
Amstracd 464 Cossette Tape Head Alignment Kit .
Amstrad Cazsette Head Tape Head Demagnetizer .
Amatrad Printer
Amstrad JY2 Jovstic
Amstrad 464 "Teach You
Paril .
Pari 2 .
Amatrad $64 Circuit
Amstrad 6128 Cassettc Leads o
3" Disks (cx. software) ... Pack of 10£15.00
Amsirad Action Binders (Holds 12 copics of AA) Cholce Blue or Red £4.599
Amstrad Actlon Cheat Mode Book (Cover Isvizes 17-50) ...E-t 59
ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, PACEIN
ALL ORDERS BY RETURN. CHEQUEWSM&CCES-STQ 'S,

#3 TRADING POST =

VICTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TF11 SAF
TELEPHONE/FAX (01952) 462135

HH.-
— gnu © n-.w: A WEEK
-I\ TEL: O

&SHA88
S

g
i

z33s
iﬁgf

B
co BRI
R

gl 1 3--“
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(P) worp pPrOCESSING

Professional juggler of paragraphs and
whizz with words Angela Cook checked the
performance of three CPC WP packages.

he challienge was 1o hnd a decel word processor That was casy o
use for the wholde Famidy, winch had good prododbon pedl
checker, becarse | can’t spell (I resisted the urge Lo misspell everylhing in

sentence on pusposel, and which was also vakie for money. S0 now o 5 ot
be ol the sexes, bt a baltle of W word processors

Meet the contestants

Thie theee main conteslals are

& GoWord (reviewed in AL LAY

& Profext (wiad WACCH are ahwisys raving aboat) and;

& Tasword [becmese it came highly recommended Trom a Tnend)

Tasword, was what a delicious screen i had, iowas
'asword orderly, not confused, wnd the overall design appesied TAS-SP E LL
1o me. You can choose your own colours for o star,
Ao, thére 8 3 wandow (an afea of text) al the bop of

In mast people’s views, Tasword has been one of the

lesser word processors, being shadowed by giants l'r:u screen, which ghes 1?'0-.' some of the ::mn.!:r-m.n
such a5 Protext and BrunWord fremember to turn fo  ©F MeYPresses avasabie. Fou can scrod livough i, W
page 20 for your chance to win a copy of the or opl 10 see thwhobs lof n one 20, You can Mso |
Bruenord Mark 8 ROM Mockde - Edl hen i off, to make rogm for mode text on sCreen
Tasword aloo has a handy kithe system, whereby
o you hawe caps lock on, the slahus bar at the bottom A
of the screen 15 also m vpoercase, and 50 on Furimaen Saftwnirs P o<
wasil IS not a batile of the Tasword i5 extramely sy 1o use and, e both _ﬁ.mnrmltl:q‘.'::. bt 2 8128
sexes, but a battle of the  Fuitord and Frotext, comes wit a tutor fe o feach
l yiou the controls and al=p how 1o use the package
bl processors amckly and easdy
Owee thing | never reasbised until recently 15 thal
Tasword puts a hard return at the end of each line.
Aowhile Back, when Tim Mornis was Actimg Edifor, i a5 Sop Fress, Micro Design or Richard
Simon Foreester was stll Staff Writer, AA had maore Faertuwrst's PowerFage 128),
pages, ML Supphes was still around, and thane was a am def the Another thing which pleased ma on
chance ol Stread Fighter § being réleased on the CPC I i'ﬂ“w ." ; Taswevd, ks the menu option for ladng,
(A1), Tasword 464 was plonked on to the Amstrad— WEW Hhat Tasword is a saving and other things. This ks akiremely well
Aclign covertape giﬂl‘l" after all pxecutied, and simple: ane of the many good
E: pants of the program. However, you can't fif
'us-ll' ﬂnm"ﬂl M that much n mermorny, 50 your documents
Very nice of Tasman Software that was, i gave an Thes makes of ddbcult io transier to other word are Bmidied to bhow much is el in RAM after
1|5_-' by wito whal Tasword 61 28 would be Bue, MNow procassors (ol thal you woold want ip - Taoman Tazword has baken s cul. Protext on dise also
i the firs? thing that struck me about Software) or DTFP packages (desk top pubksheng, such sulfers, but the ROM version doesn’l, nor does
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Where to go...

Arnor Ltd (Protext, £29.38, disc only,] Lincodn
Road, Peterborough PEL 3HA

= 01733 68909, 1ax 01733 67299
INTERESTING FACT: Arnor produced the
AMSTRAD NC-100 and NC-200 software
(excopt the spreadsheet and game).

Brunning Software; (BrunWord ROM Mark I
Module, £63) 138 The Street. Linthe Clacton.
Clacton-on-sea, Essex CO16 SLS

= 01255 862308, Sam-Spm

INTERESTING FACT: a PCW wersion of
BrunWord was begun, but never finished.
CampurSaft: ProPrint (Protext enhancer],
£14.99 disc ROM £24.99) 10 Mcintosh Court,
Wellpark, Glasgow G31 ZHW

w 0141 554 4735,/Tax 0141 227 4486
INTERESTING FACT: there are a things afoot...
Tasman Software: (Tasword 6128, £29.95,
Tas-spedl, £24.95, bath disc only), Springheld
House, Hyde Tarrace, Leeds LS2 SLN

= 0113 2438301

INTERESTING FACT: AMSTRAD approached
Tasman to produce Amsword even before the
464 was released.

NewStar Software Ltd [NewWord, £49.95 excl
'VAT) Kenwood House, Waltham Road,
Boreham, Essex CM3 3AX

= 01245 465505, Fax 01245 465515

TASWQRD
6128

The Wardpro‘ et5or

A
Tasman Sunw,'rc Pragra
«im
for the
Amstrad o Giza

Brunl¥ord becapse i's also only available o ROM.

| ahways had the mpression that Tasword was a
cheap piece of software that didn't really pstify #s
existence. Now | am defiately of the wew that Tasword
15 a giant after all, and that # 1= comparable to both
Frotext and BronWord, with aimost a5 many pood
quality features, The pnly thing winch lats £ down, 15
Taz-spell. | menboned thes to Robin Thomson, Drector
of Tasman Software, and even he groaned: “Ohhb yes.”

A bit of a bad spell

Thes spedl checher sucks. B rocognices a mcsspelt word,
but won't suggest an aitemative. I you CHARGE your
weprd, you then have 10 go back mlo the spalier 1o Carry
o, a5 you do in Bruniiord. The ‘michonary” comes on 2
cetc, 464 one side, 6123 the other, Gel the wiong side
i, and you've had A, you st can't get back o your
work; wou have to redo the ot

By all means invest in Tasword. bad forget about
Tas-goell | feel sore you could get 2 P eguavakent whach
sugpests words for you

Word associations

Okay, so cbviously Tasword, Protext and
BrunWord are not the only word processors
avaiable for the CPC. Look out, also, for...

Mini Ofice 0l

Mini Office ks, technically speaking. an integrated
package, and among other thangs containg a word
procesior. s not all bad.

Mind Office N ks quite a good all-round package,
thould you se¢ it second-hand [check out the AR
classifieds section on page 15), then it might be
worth grabbeng i
MicroScript
MicroScript ien't worth the space it occupies. it's
only worth it the rush you get when you padl the
plug out. None of the keypresses have anything to
do with their function. Perhaps | am being a b
tough on it (it is ten years old after all), but | don't
think 50, WordStar was nmning on the 64K Cortex

a

Snce | wrote about the Brunord Eiite ROM Mark
W{AAL 14, page 18}, it has been updated, For the
full lowwdown read that review but bere 15 2n update
on the new features.

BruniWord is extremely fast and efficent. The
sefi-contained ROM modules are even better
becance of the extra resident memory, wisch 5
equal to havang 3 sicon disc heiched on the back
of your keyboard. Diwaously BruniVord offers al
the normial controls you would expect from a good
word processor, for example;
® justify;

& cohamns;

& maarking tead;

& cut and paste;

& delete word of sentence;
& embedded control codes;
and the st poes on.,,

Spell check it out

The spell checker s an essental part of any word
processor: what is the point of having one if it
can't spell, of can't at keast tell you when your
speling 5 wrong”

The good about
mw?thm
don’t have to leave
the program

BrunSped, the BruniWord spell checher
extremety (251 (unfike Profext’s Prospef - see
owerieal). BrunSpel has over 33,000 words in
miemory. #nd the opion 10 make up 3 custom
dictionary, m which you might save your
name and address or any words
which you use, and ane not aready
i the dcbionary, such as,
“FretEmonouiT aMCT O SCOC
shrovolcanocomosts”, which s
the longest word in the Oxdord
Engzlish Dictionary,

S0 o you are usng thoss
typiss of woeds, you wisd b0 be
able 1o save therm: wiach
you can don ol Scbioranes.

WORD PROCESSING @ |

machine a few years belore, and Amsword was
around at the sama tima!

Microword

Microword is a program that acts a bt like
WordStar, under CP/M V3.0, It uses some of the
Word5tar commands. In fact, | have found that
miost word processors are based on WordStar
[Perhaps this is because WordStar was one of the
first word processors, and was pretty darned good
in them days too)

Microword also has a rather crude database,
but it shows that somebody did give some thought
to it design
MNewWord 2
NewWord 2 is & POW-based program which is
similar to Word5tar [perhaps not surprisingly, as it
wat programmed by the same people). NewiWord
it a more polished version though, and has
overcome some of the difficulties found on
WordStar. It is a prefty powerful program, and
relatively easy 1o get uted to

Orie of the thangs thal 3
BrunSpei has over Prospell, 15 that you can
choose to TRANSFER the correct word, so you
don’t have to type it yourseli.

Info-Script

This i the BrunSpel database. Here you can
redefine your records 1o how you want them, for
example to include 35 many felds 35 you see
necessary, and you can also drsplyy a8 of the
records at one e, i you wani fo.

You can also zap your records mio the
BruriWold word processar for yoor letter of
whatever & 5 you are witing. The pood theng
about info-Scripd, ts thal you don't have to leave
the program to do'it, 50 there's no hassle with
hanvng to save everything, and so on

About the size of it
BruniWord has lots of fonts of 28 ddferent
. sizes and shapss. An B Bit Printer Status
", Port comes with the package: You plug
thes and then the prinfer cable into your
printer port hole. This acts asa
commancabing dewce for your prinfés.
(e of the best features is the Script
font, whach Bnks characters ke ‘o’ and
2 'c’ &% you would do' i normad
handwritng. Thit gres 2 unigue and
excelent effect, and one which adds

/ prestge L0 your work_
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) worp PrOCESSING

What is a
word
I'harve béen wsng Frotext for a number of A ETEE Frrr G
years, so | m reasonably accistomed to : 4 S OB PI'OCESSOI'?
' £ 2 _ Q

it, bt stll have niver read the manual. i

sits 3l the bottom of my drawer = case . ; o Simply put: a word processor

SOmBone nidr me doesn’t know what to da f " ' \ i3 a glorified typewriter.
Awise ady once said 1o me: 3 i With a typewriter. the

“There are some people who just cannol PRI ::_ s R . . fymbal on the key you press

kearn from mancads g is what comes out on paper.

and She's right. Some manals sre writter : _;J-f,p_;’ﬁ_{;';ﬂ i You have to get everything right, or
i o = .

the expectafion that you h you go through reams of paper. Don't
scientific notation, whike o ‘ ; by believe what the adverts tell you either,
ambiguous tha want to forget about ih z " atyped job application with correction

Nuid all over it will not et you the job. A
word processor, basically, allows you to edit
|change or correct) any part of the bext you
want, to store and save your files and retrieve

them again,
= - With a decent word
0 6 Processor you can add
L s fonts (different styles of
writing), add

enhancements such as
| baold, italic snd underline
and change the
size of writing
. P and 5o on.

So, get a
word processor
and throw away

the typewriter.

* In i‘l‘l!
beginning...

| use Protext. To write my articles for A4 | start by
bashing cut & reugh article on the CPC, then use
: i : : 2inl (£19.99 from CampurSoft] to transfer it o

and made, just M G5 E T84 e Protext on my PC. | then edit it for a few more

Lo L : days, spell check it several thousand times then
ASCH save [American Standard Code for
Infarmation Interchange) it to dise. and hurtle it in
the general direction of AA Towers. (Why don't
you do the whole thing on the CPC? - AA readers)
Because Last time | did that it crashed all the
computers at Future Publishing! Happy? [Deathly
sibence from the AA readers.)

szl

Pro-active
Protext A PCW User's Guide, £14.95, excl
pp, by Protext expert Rob Alnstey (who once
adited, and still contributes to AA's sister mag,
PCW Plus). ISBN 0-632-02564-6, This book s
good for the CPC, too. Compater Bookshop
Ltd, 50 James Road, Tyssley, Birmingham
Bl1 ZBA = 0121 706 6000,

e Dlack oo Bt

Ey00ard washing for
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Reader ads

Many Amstrad tape games for sale. Oid
classics. SAE to David Barnsby, 10 Churchill
Road, Earls Barton, Morthants, G OP(Q.

CPC 484 colour monitor, 3-nch disc drmve. B4K
RAM pack. DMP2000 printer. All manuals,
joystick, blank tapes, discs, Protext discs, spare
ribbon. £200 ono.

= 01435 864915 (eves).

Box of 40, CPC 3Hnch discs, all with games on
them £6C. = 01709 896821 (eves),

Amstrad colour CPCE128 and loads of dise
and tape software, ROMs, books and hardware,
SAE for list. Johna McNally, 15 Selwyn Drrve,
Hatfield, Herts AL1O 9NH.

CPCa64 keyboard, £30. Memory expansion
£20. GAL. £10. Cassette games from £2. 464
manual £10. Interested? 31 Oriel House,
Blackcat Close, Chelmsley Wood,

Birminghzm B37 50G.

CPG EMU runs Amstrad software on an IBM-PC,
Reguires 3865X33, VGA, HDD. David Cantrell

= 01424 221015 {eves, Mon-Thurs),
Magazines: AA (36), ACU (200, CWTA (8],
binders. Software: MicroScript, MasterCalc,
MicroPen, DEVPAC, Screen Designer. All with
manuals. Books: Amstrad Omnibus, disc system,
databazes. = 01942 211053,

Games galore, far too many to mention.

Loads of special offers. SAE to Alasdair
Stewart, Appin Cottage, Ardier by Bisrgownie,
Perthshire PH1.2 85Y,

Amstrad CPC,/6128 and colou- monitor with
dot matrix printer. Includes Mini Office B on dsic.
Games include Lemmings. Myth, Radland, Dizzy
and more_ Also blank discs. Everything £100.

= 0191 3722557,

Amstrad 464 Plus and calour maonitor, more
than 50 games. Excellent conditian_ Qnly £100.
= (] 715116,

6128 Plus, 464 CPC Plus, CTM 644 colour
monitor. Joysticks, games, £120. No offers. HB
Jenkins, 59 Hermitage Road, Dartmouth, Devon
TQ6 9TD = 01803 835403

Spectrum games for sale. For list write to /o
94 Langford Road, Manshield, Notts NG19 60E
CPCE6128 colour, second drive, modulator,
R5232 and control interfaces, mouse, Muitiface,
2 joysticks, 50+ games, lapeplayer, DRGraph,
DROraw, DRCBazic, DRPascal, Supercaic2,
AAZ0-99, manuals, books, £175. Bayliss

= 01734 7TR2642.

Blank 3-inch discs. 30 for £15. Also Multiface 0
£15 Jonathan w 01502 518773 (aiter 3.30pm).
CPC4564 with green screen, monitor, manual,
jowstick, 20 copies of AA with covertapes. £80
C.N.O. = 0181 845 2037.

CPC 464, colour monitor and keyboard, B0 plus
games, 2 joysticks, 18 plus copies of AA Desk
optional. Valued at £350 but will sell for £250.
Bargain! Edward Gibbs, Fair acres, Goudhurst
Foad, Marden, Tonbridge, Kent TH12Z 2JY.

= 01622 532115.

Games for sale. All on one tape. All less than
£1 each. SAE for further datails to Dan Brook, 8
Baguley Drive, Unsworih, Bury B19 8HS.
Games and PD on tapes for CPC464, SAF for
list to Gart Smethers, 13 Meadow Close,
Cononley, W Yorks BD20 BLT.

CPCE128 with colour monitor, 3_5-inch drive,
DMP 2000 printer, cassette player, software
(Protext, MasterCale elcl, adventure games,
lemmings, Hero Quest ad more. Magarines (44
and covertapes, manuals and books. 1250

= 01925 762139,

Soft 968 £22, Laser basic (tape) £12, Laser
compie (discl, £9, Eite Gold (tape) £9, and

meore., Kevin Heywood 18 Sinclair Ave, Banbury
Omon OX16 TOW.

Amstrad colour CPC128, loads of disc/tape
softhardware, ROMs, books. SAE: John McNally,
15 Sebwyn Drive, Hatfield, Herts AL10 9NH.

I need 3 ROM Board with Protext and ProSpedl.
= 01288 321348 Paul (after Gpmi.

CPC 464 colour, 6128 chip, DD drive,
multiface 2, DKTronics add-on memory, manuals,
games. £100. Buyer colacts or pays postage.
Phil Andrews, Steppes Cottage, Kimbolton,
Hereford HRE OHD.

CPC 464 colour muitiface I, joysticks, Lightpen,
AA covertapes, 43 games, Mini Office 2,
Assembler, Vientext, Amsoft Software, & years’
worth of AA/ACU magazines, biank tapes,
computer desk, original
packagingdocumentation. £150

= 0142 477560 (Hants).

CPC 6128 colour monitor, TV tuner, poystick,
£150 also serious software books and games eg
Masterfile, Tasword, Utopia etc. £7 each,

= (11621 782147 anytime.

Games all boxed originals. Approx 50 on tape
and on disc. £35 together. Also available
separately. Peter = 0161 485 1854,

43 Amstrad Actions, 23 cover tapes, 29 ACUSs
and 13 WACCL's. £50 the lot, or make an offer,
Gary = 0181 806 8234,

Disc and cassette compéations,/single games
for CPC464, B0 games. £35 incl pAp. C Rees,
&6 Mizkin Road, Mid Giamorgan, CFA0 20W.
CPC6128 mono, comprehensive outfit, 3.5inch
drve, FD1, ROMbox, ROMs, 256K Rampack,
Multiface, modulator, mouse, R5232 interface,
professional software, manuals, extras £120 or
separate. Brewer = 01344 4679459,

Any PD softwara (disc-only) for PD Bbrary. Wil
return 1/4 of ali contributions. Alex, 30 Gritstone
Road, Matiock, Derbys DE4 3ED.

Elite for Amstrad CPC 464 cassette only. Wil
g you either kari
Warrior or Batman,

Ben = 01488 682354
(5pm-Spmi.

Games on discs. Also
tape to disc coplers
and adventyure games. I
Wil buy or Swap. | have

lots of games on disc and
tape. B Buchanan, 65 |
Carr Barn Brow, Clayton
Brook, Preston

FRS LD = 620381.

Sim City, Supar

Cauldron, Double Dragon

1. Mlso selling some
games, Help for

Prehistaric 2 would be
appreciated. Meirion

= 01222 TO92E9.

Manual for Amstrad

peinter DMF 2000. F Faul,
156 Murrayboen Grove,
Edinburgh EH14 2PG

= (131 538 3966.

Tapes only for 454. Any l

Your name

Your address

quantity but must be

‘Bazaar’ but true - if you want it,
come and get it! The AA bargain
basement is open for business.

Crusade) or buy. Lee Cleary, 20 Acacia Avenue,
Maltby N Rotherham, 5 Yorks 566 8DS,

For music machine, software onby wanied for
Amstrad 6128, On dise, Please help. Chris
Bollas. PO Box 10010 Athens Greece.

EPYX SuperCycle, on Amstrad CPC 6128 disc.
Wil pay cash or swap for one of hundreds of
games (carts/discs/Tapes/spectrum).

James = 01256 880557 (after 4pmi.

Sim City for 6128+

Patrick = 65562. (Northem lreland.)

The Program patients for Amsirad 6128.
Mr/Mrs Butler = 01334 478817,

Amstrad manual for DMP 3250 printer.

HJ Smith, 8 Elgin Rpad, Southampton, Hants
S015 1P = 01703 639918

Established user group. Non-profit making,

Superb range of services. PD, discounts, adwice,
contacts, secondnand hard/software. SAE to
CCCIAR), Box 121, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9
Q)P = (01753 884473,

Free PD! Send disc,/tape PD (not from A4
covertape) for free PO, Eagle PD, 21 Dare Bank
Ave, Crewe, Cheshire CW2 BAE. Original
software preferred. Prompt returns.

Froe software! 25p stamp and disc/tape fo
Maybrook Software, 95 Humbersione Road,
Luton LU4 OSR for free covertape, log and
program kst

Urgent! Penpals wanted. Aged 16 and over.
M/F. Any computer type. Swap games or chat.
Barbara, 5 Cloughview Doagh Road, Ballyclars,
Co. Antrim, M krelang BT39 9EP.

s = =

AMSTRAD ACTION
FREE READER AD FORM

Want some seffware? Want to get rid of semething? You're
In the right place. Fill in the detalls In the box below - one
word to one box - and send It to: Reader Ads, Amsirad
Actlon, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath Aveon BAT IBW.

reasonably priced. 5

Colbnson, 60 North l
Parade, Sleaford, Lincs.
Wanted on cassette

Efte for CPCA64, GAC

manual. Swap
(Heroquest, Space
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MACHINE CODE

Richard Fairhurst is going
round and round in loops
this month - professional
loops, you understand.

| ahways hated physics at school = particularly those
lassons whare the teacher just waffied on about
theory non-stop far 40 minutes. Amyone who made it
threugh these without dying of boradom would leave
the classroorm with & burning conviction that
Lessons Should Be More Fun,

Let them suffer!

When | 1eft school, and a8 this ceased tobe a
problem, such idealism changed nto: No!
Let "em suffer Bre | had to! 5o vou won't
be surprised, after this rather
roundabout explanation, to leam that
this month's ‘Assembly ne' is
lalmost) all theory
A5t Time, wou saw how sempde it
was to get the friveeare to CALL &
rouding every 50th of a second. Ths,
in fzct, is a crucial principle for anyons
whi writgs :.n:.grarns, whith ol
rapidhy-updated screen display: arcade
pames, demos, and even certam uliles,
You probably ke that when you see
anmation on your CPC or televiszon, it's just an
illussan: a number of frames are displayed in such
quick succession that the brain sees them as
continuous me it. A5 with (non-American) TVs
and 2l other displays on inexpenssve computers, the
CPC digplays 50 of these frames per second, i
makes sense, then, to achieve the smoothest and
mast congistent rate of animation, to synchronise
you" program’s operation with these frames. To
generate a new picture every
50th of a second is idea
it you ane
maving large
spfites around
the screem,
though,
this may
b

A plug for the gap!

¥ Richard Fairhurst is the author of
RoutePlanner, the route puide, £19.95 from
Sentinel Software, 41 Enmore Gardens,
East Sheen, London SW14 BRF

g-mail: C5394RRW&brunel.ac.uk
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unfeasible, and a 25Hz [generates 25 pichures per
second) systern i preferable - 50 you have a new
picture every olher irame. It s snporiant 10 hane a
constant rale
just looks tatty.

cuid o 2l of this by setimg v
&5 you did lacst month. IS mnch ]
h nneg on & logp which
exgcuies 50 times per second itoelf

of desplay, atherase e anmmabon

o WEITUP.,

Moving pictures

To do this, you need to start executing each pass of
the ioop when the electron beam which ‘draws” the
5 al & foed
point on the screen, Fortunately, the CPC
5 capable of testing for this, using
the femvaikre call at £BD19. Call
this, and processmg slops
pntd the electron beam is at
frame flyback’. This is
the stage betwesan
Grawng two frames,
whan the beam is
fiying back from the

Al

IMEEE G

each frame on 1o the m

bottom of the screen
(having just fnished
Crasing the previous
frame), ready to s
agan at the top for the
frame.

ising this method,
caraful coding and use of delay
I6G0E ansuras you C30 pradict whére on the séreen
the electron beam 5 at any point in the execution of
wour main oop. This is a Good Thing....

Say your program is printing.a sprite halfway
down the screen, and the electron beam s passing
this position af the time. You are then changing the
graphics on the soreen at the same time that the
electron beam is trying fo display theam: the main
cause of fecker in arcade games. Being able to prnt
5:-ri'.es. bafore the electron beam nas to [‘IIE‘pia:.-
them avoids such unsightly effects.

‘I_'I-tis month’s homework

thes knowiedge, your homewdrk for thes month
5 10 hawe 2 go at conv £ last month's temer
program to run ¢n 3 S0Hz (50 tmes
per second) foop.

Get rid of the interrupt
code in the 'on’.and "o’
routings, sndce you'ré not
usng that method now,
and replace them with 2
ooy consshng oF...
.loop
call 48319
tall rout
Jr losp

This semply wails for

]
1]

-
i

kniow, only oLCurs once
every 30thol a
second), cads the
mer routne, and
loops. Asitis,
will c2amy on
forever, sver
whien the timer
has bl zero and
the berder has
turned red. Try
addng some
code b S0 Either T

whien 3 key is
PIESSEd, Of when Ihe
tmar has reached zera
Mast commersial game
releases, along with 99% of demos, #e coded n
Uhas way a5 are those ubibbes, especially, which
requre a WIMP system. The main ko3 in
RoutePlanner™ | for example, runs on a similas
System 1o s It calls the roulne 1o mdwe the
poter according Lo the user's inpat, 2nd then does
anything else il needs (o do at the bme, such as
grany a ime on the map.

It’s the custom

A demo would move the scroling message left by
one byte, aninate spates and call the musscplayng
routing in 3 loop Bee this. Music-piayirg routings are
invaniably designed 10 be caled (s way, However,
whén you réach the kevel of flud animation required
m demos and ancade games, you re not gong to be
s thie Rirciware — custom
sprite routines are the arder
of the day. ..

Instead of using CALL
SB01S, game coders hit
the hardware directly fo
fndt out when lrame fiyback
is and the frmware's standard
Intarrupt, which carries out fasks
such as keyboard scanning and sound
generation, is fumed ofi. This means you have to
WIE YOUT Cwn routings 1o 6o exactly this - never
the most emdable of tasks, especially with CPC
techmical documentation so hand to come by these
days. But waitl Do we see a saviourin the guse of a
MNext Moath: box approachng...?

NEXT MONTH:

Using this ‘professional’ [yes, wo get the
méssage] frame-based principle, naxt manth
¥ou write & very amateurish game. You will be
defighted to know (you will. honestly, when vou
see how complicated it is] that you use the A4
keyboard routine, which you can copy out and
use in 3l your future endeavours.
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We want to find out exactly what you like and what you’d like to see
in AA. Just complete and return the questionnaire. You will help
decide what goes into AA and you could win games galore, too....

hings change rapidiy. in
the A4 scene and so
eveny now and then we

nead to check up on what you
want from your makn source of

CPC-relatad information.

This is, ndeed, one of those
nows, and, as it ware, thens.

We need 1o know all aboul you
{okay, about your CPC habils, at
least) so that wa can make sure
that A4 is providing you with what
you want [rom a CPC MEgazine,
And, as the magazine |s lot smallar
than it used to be, it's avan more

PART 1

imporant thal every
page counts. Thal's
wihy s vilal that you
lake part in this
SLMEY
As i thatl
weren't enficement
enough, wae'ra
ANCOUTAGING you
even lurther..
Three surnvay
replies wall win
their sendars 10
games each!

Tell vs what yowu
want in AA.

WHO ARE YOU?

1 Hew old ane you?

3 ln which part of the

you live?

South East
Midlands
Walas

Morh Wast
Morthem Ireland

Other {ple

Unemployad
Retired
Full-tirme

Al Her Maje:

MACHINE SPECIFICS

5 What fype of Amstrad have you got?
G128 664 464
6128 Plus

454 Plus

6 How long have you hadit?

7 Was it new ar second-hand and where

Maorth East did you get it from? _ A
tland ; = .
/U usa it for anything other than

g games? I yes, prease. speciy

9 How many hours do you spend using

your CPC per waak on average?

10 What other compulars or consobes do

VOU OWR?F

PART 3

SOFTWARE

own?

use requiary?

titles

Tell us
about i#!

Play your part in the A4 revolution
end you could win some software, too.
Simply send your questionnaires
{or a photocopy) to:

Reader Survey April 1985,
Amsirad Action, Future Publishing,
30 Monmouth Street, Bath,

Avan BA1 2ZBW bafora
Wednesday, 26 Aprll, 1995.
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1995 SURVEY

18 Do you know what ‘comms’ means?

YesNo
(If nat, of 1o redrosh your memony, soe 'Get tha
message’ AA105.)

If yes, are you interested in tha Information

Superhighway?
Do you own any of the followang:
Modem

Comms software

Do you use it with your CPC?
Do you use a senvice providar?
Which? __

Or do you link up through...?
Work

College

What do you use comms for?

PART 4

HARD FACTS

15 Which computar magazines do you read
regularly?

PART 6
THE MAGAZINE

20 How interested are you in the vanous
sections of the mag? Please ghve a mark
from 0-10.

Covertape
Leters
Diractorny

Techy Forem
BASIC tutorialks
Machine code tutorialz

Intarviews with CPC personalities
{usersidevelopers) — RPN

21 What would you ke to See on the

covertapas?

Pubiic Domain
Fanzines

Hardware fegtures

Sarous software features

Chaats and pokes

Reader ads

Campalitions

17 What other hardwars do you own:
Disc drive? Cassette deck?
Secanner? Muttiface?
Printer? Hard driva?
Othar (please specify) o

16 How much money do think you will spend
on your CPC (hardware and scftware) in the
next six months (astimated 1o the nearest
10N —

18 Are you planning 1o buy any of the above
in tha near future? If yes, please specify...

I 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION

ADVERTISING .

23 Do you ever order softwarehardwarns
from the adverls you sea in AA

Yes
Mo

24 If the answer 1o 23 was yas, how would
you rate the level of service you have
received from tha companies involved?

Vary good
Good
Okay
Poor

Very poor

Comments:

25 And finally. vour name and address (so
we can send you 2 prize if you winl)

Post code




Civowane (@
SO Wiy do'you

From the main menw you con alier settings.

A digibiser s a peece of hardware that allows you
to grab images from the television and display
them on your compuler screen, The only
avadable piece of equpment on the CPC that lets
you (o do thes s the Rombo Vidi Digiteser,

Pass the source
Orignnally redeased in 1986 by Rombao at a cost
£69.95 the Vi was an
wstant crowd puller 3t
Computer shows
Unfortunalely Rombo na
bonger make the digitiser
after selling the design to
Avatar, Avatar has snce
gone oul of busaess
leaang 3 source for such
equipment dry. So, if you
are alter a dignbiser
check the classifieds
sechons of AA o
fanzines such as WACCH
The Vidi comes with
soltware 1o compéement
the hardware whech
coumees packed neally
msede o biack box that
phups min [he expansssn
port. A phono bead then goes from the Vides
wiche m sockel 10 the wdeo oul connectican in the
wichen or camconder. A phono lead 15 supplied bt
if s missing, because you Bought the hardware
second hand, far cxample, try eleciricalor video
shops lor replacements

On a screen near you

Dnce connected, the software begms Images
into your CPC al a top speed ol six rames,sec

A hunting ye
will go

* See Amsceno Directory on page 7 and Tt's a

snlp’ on page 23 for contact details and further
ideas for tracking down CPC-related hard- and

software which isn't readily available.

Use the Vidi to grab streens from the TV.

Without going inbo too much detad, the
Vidi works by decoding the signal from
any compasite wdeo output mto binary
and then cofiating this m its own
miternal 16K RAM. From here the Vidi
sends this data mto memory loCaton
EA000 of your CPC and then drsplays
it on the screen. While the screen is
displayed the process is repeated.

Anything youv want
The Vidi can digitise anything that

.

gives a composite video cutput, S0 you
can hook up a wdeo camera, VR or
another computer

Connecting & compuler via a video
can bead to merherence. For the best results
connect & Genlock to gve the correct form of
output, thus grang you an mage of what would
appesr on the Amiga on the CPC screen,
otreoushy in Amstrad resolution and cobours

The Vi soltware comes o two fooms;
@ lhe pancipde one i< a mémi drven System thal
allows you o grab
full screen wages;
@ the second 15 2
senes of RSX
commands thal aré
usabde frorm BEASIC
N conmnchion wilh
VOUI. Crvth [r OfLrans.

Many example
PCETAITES A
supphed with the
Viddi Dagitiser
together with hielp
o the RSXCs, 1o give
you a faar idea o
how bo maxirmese the
patentsal of ths
wnowalve and also
b to-use softaare,

MNew resolutions

Grabibed Images are i all the CPC's resolutions
1o obtam e best peclure use the four cobour
MODE 1 or monochrome MODE 2. Grabhing an
images in MOBE 0 requeres a shill picture, so
unless you hawe a camcorder and traiod yod
need to prab the lest card. A video on ‘pause’,
unfactunately, won't do.

A MODE O screen with 16 colours, alas,
doesn'l leok much ke the ongmal image as the
colours are not comecl. Attompled 152 grey
scale, but with the CPC's palette 1t just doesn’t
Wik unless you have a proen screen montor
where you effecinely have 27 shades of preen

What you need 15 @ larger palette. Owniers of
the CPC Pluses can now take the tame (o feel
simiug as the range of colowrs pres you 16
infenssties of gach avadable cobour

Thes means you can use excellent shadmg
eHects to grve you some of the best CPC art

Chaawe the Vidi
progrom or the RSX's.

VIDI Paimitiser Software. Periiem - 2.82
The following REX=z are now available:

VA THONDFER URHI UCLEAR
L UCONUERT UCOPFY SN
WCET MLHAR WIkN ilﬂ_
WESET USCAN WISEE ﬂ-r
USHaLL VSFRITE WIRDOH  UNPOS
oS

Hradw

Add the Vidi te your programs with REX s,

ever. The design of the supplied Vids software is
for thie =tandard CPC palette <o you need to
convert the colowrs manally,

Use the facilities

o u=e the Plug’s extra facikbes you rmugst sccess
the extra leatures as explained in Getting the
most ot of your Flus', Adl 12, page 20, or use
the terrific, PD, BASIC, I you profer (o stay away
from the programmmg side the sl package
Smiarl Pias albows you (0 use the

exlra colours with ease

Go and get it!

Smart Plus, £13 95 from Radical Software,
Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Road, Worthing,
Wiest Sussex BN11 3NR = 01903 206739,
B-ASIC, PD, from all good PD Ebrarias.

Check out the Amscens Directory on page 7 to
find relevant addresses.

Next month:

Soi how ey run... Why do you need a
mouse? fichard Wildey squeaks up,
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=1y

I.ﬂi nunl'h Anguln I':le. prohsnd the
MR nWord word pﬂunssing package

'axcnllani’ Enter wr ﬂnrpaﬂhﬂn nnll_:

:!wﬁuuld dﬂill- fﬁr wmmil _‘ 'lr-ir! =

llm-iflnﬂv - #N"
Mpp q-nliﬁr
spell Mi-ﬂ; =97T%
nlllﬂ-ﬂ "D'D"}"-
Valve n#ﬁﬁ il
Ovorall = 95%

ginety?P

These were the mrn'!-’fhal ﬂpg’:ﬂja tu-ult“'
‘BrunWbrd word g‘rquor*h

14. Even I}Iga,,ﬁub‘lﬁ"j(buﬁﬂw Eeen

hard pushed to prodice 3 better sigt o> e

‘Excellent, not only as.a I'Ii;tm-'q pac h’hﬁé !hut

also in an j:uthﬂfm.uﬁw
st L wortf S, vige

The BrunWord Elite

[without ROMDOS) fwish

The BrunWord Elite Mark il ROM mmim:
80 unitieo™

@ a sel-contained
@ you

Wih.ﬂ‘bn

g Fof

ery

mmn

BrunWord’

I+ 5 all hare and i
could be all yours, see
the 'How to win® bex.

extras that up the cost.

You can:

!up&:ﬂleﬂmﬂford Mark l on any of the

m et {:{E_Q!Eniﬂ"ﬁfcmpmar: for axample the

W erce12s, CPC464, 6128 Plus and 464 Plus.
T'I'tuBnnﬂ'\‘bf‘dEﬁ‘ﬂHIrt il ROM Module:

e A .CW?&HWHW!:M“MW

*! the-Info-Script spell checker!

g mﬂnﬁunwe say? Beyond teliing you

miﬁemermecumpemn that is...

How to win
the BrunWord
Elite Mark I
ROM Module

Just answer the question below, write the
answer on a postcard or back-of-an-envelope
and send it to: Wordy-wise, Amstrad Action,
30 Monmaouth Street, Bath, Avon BAL 2BW or
e-mail it 1o aa@futurenet co.uk (putting "April
compo’ in the subject ine). Your entry must
reach us before Wednesday, 26 April 1995,
Who wrote:

And the guestion is...

NOTE: For fabie mlodimalbon o8 the BraaWord Ebbe
Bk 8 ROM Modrde and amy otfer veroon of
BruniWord, sex AAL 14, The kst word®, page 18 or
conlact Bronning Sofpeang, 138 The Sreet,

Listle Clacton, Clacton-oa-52a, Essex COLE LS

= 01255 BE23I08 |Jam-Spen).

BrunWord ROM Modules

Immediate despatch on receipt of cheque.

| 4]
Elitc ROM Mk 3 £79

The BrusWoed EBpe FMask 3 FROM moduls
W reabcal v agpearancd To the Mark 2
Bt hadden wilhen i3 8 huge chip with
G123 o mamery. H = egevalent D
A2 indvidual AOMs. The Mark 3
AQM has all the features of the Mark 2

ared § susnbar of euciting additions.

A senpt fonl gives the appearance
of meal kandwriting, but some characters
suth 87 © 8 d g ¢ PegEne &fferent Bnking
depanding on ther positon, We have
detigned 2 series of fonts that are
migafied 23 necessary to achirss & really
goad flaw to the lines of text

Tha Mark 3 ROM contains 23 Tonls,
imcluding four entelligent script fonts, &
mew safias of modern over square fonts,
smallar  warsions  of CHELMER ard
CLACTON, and laége fants lof posteis
Add @ ramber of other impidverments,
wnd tha Maik 3 ROM is fantestic value

faf fraray

Quotes
“It's fotally beitfant.....
Chris Knight [ACU Editor) -
officient spelN  checker

mast

Rod Lawton [AA Editor)

Angela Cook - AA March 1995,

Poatage:- UK add £3, Europs add £5, Res1 sdd L7,
EITE Phen w15, 484 aid [ 15, ROMDCE [aks I igarnd s
F s e i ve yrer Bt by pfeew bt et e T

Brunning Software

138 The Sweet, Little Clacton,

Clacion-on-sea, Essex, CO16 9LS.

e

Telephone (1235 862308

carmes o the ox brerme wuser frisnaliness of
Bremning Products 1o 8 vevy high standend..... ©
ACU Aug 1991

geite paconmplicated aod AR2yY 1o Lie....
e The
BrnanWord RBOM &5 2 My excelpnl product.”
- A& Scpt 1992

“frunWord is axcellent, not only as a home package,
Gul a0 dn an e round business packape capacity.

Elite ROM Mk 2 £63

Word  proceidor, apailing  chechern
I 000 woed Sotonary. flabonal
database, 3 pin pant enhancer, 24 pin

‘rype selting’ routines, 10 supard fonts
and kgh spoed soresn dump and box
drawing routings fer 0 ‘ssd 234 pin
prnters, all prograrmemed into & 256K
ROM. The ROM i3 3o (a9t tha it checis
the ipallinng whils you e typing and the
price ncledes our B bt pEater stahs
port. Supplisd ai & plug on module, no
AOM bex is nesdsd

H; |.-||-,-:' ""( ‘.
Powartul afd dd verfy TEsl H:ﬂ migal ol
Eliza ROM madule amd
wm, With YEISC (£10
oxtral it can directly read 3.5
nch CPC ofiscs with dets.
sysiem, D1 or B2 formiat
Ak for lrew baokdet,

M FELtesr
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SD MICROSYSTEMS

(DEPT A), PO BOX 24, ATTLEBOROUGH
NORFOLEK NR17 1HL. (01953) 483750.

SFOFTWARE 37 DISC) . SUFRPLIES. HARDWARE .

NEW! SUPER LABELLER...£12.50

Toext and PFictura label s lottorhoad msaker.
U d orvar verrs i on now avad falifer. o o o T F . N

PAGE PUBLISHER....... E£25.00

The waltimate DTF packages for 128K CPRC= o
PICTURE DISCS 1 & 2...£12.50 caacu>
Clip—art Tfor FPage Fublismhor/Stop Press_
FISC=RABR . . .. - o £12.50

Antomatic disc organlasocr and £4ile finder

HOME ACCODUNTS......... £15.00

Compr-ashons iwe porsonal Cinance package.

GENERAL LEDGER 6128...£30.00

Computarimed asmall Dusinasas caasbh—Dook .
Moarays CHEPerrs Preogreams Ave f Talslex  Trve X ol d g
Char- Phoalgret Sof Cware Rorgre Frosmw Owsdy 0005

CFZ DIBCH. PER PACK OF S...z:222= 411 - B0
FRE=FORMA TR . FITLK STOCNS LAST.

2.3 TIOK DISCE PER 10..cssssanaas ol T o LMD
L!F.ﬂ-nl'ﬂ't'\- EITE (3T 8. 8" 8 _287").....4808.00
LAMCIKARLE DISC IDBOX (3™ OR 3.5") .. 4£5.00
FRINTER CANLE S6%8 /GL2B . c c ccaam==== S o D
FRINTER CABLE PLUS PC . ccccasz=s=== SEES o Y
MEAISE MAT. . L2050 MOUSE HOUSE. . .J 2. 00

COMLUIT R
DISC 3%
B IRESERMEE

LLARBRELE, PLATN PRER 1{4d):z
O 3 _85%) L2 _ 80 ADDREMS. £2 .00
DM 2000 3000 STAR LOLD 75 00

NEW! 3" DRIVE REVIVER KIT £10.00
Driwve Bolt, Cleanor-, DIY Instructions.
COLOUR PRINTING FPACKAGE. .£199.00

Helkosha H3L—96 24 pin with troactor fosed,
colour/monc ribbons, cablo. Supoercbh NLG.

3.5" DISC DRIVE PACKAGE...£79.95

TRAC socormnd drive unit for Cho QPN coangies
with aldoa—mwiliboh, P8SLU, ooblos, sof tware .
POSTCAPACK ING S PLEANE AL £F . o0 PR § e
CHFQFTWARE OR SUPPLIES) 2£5.00 (HARDNWARED
SHEND CHEQUES PO " ACCESSVISA DETAILS OR
AN H.A. K. FOR OUR 1Z-PAGE CPC CATALDGUE .
POW AND PO PRODUCT RANGE ALSD AVAILADBLE .
adCRE NS ERAN PA LT NGT LI FOR POV ST
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Richard Fairhurst remains
vnsunk by heal, tries to
avert an art attack, and
proves he is an expert on
PCW-CPC connections.

QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS
Exciting topics
no. 28
| have been advised to write to you to help me
find a good stock management program in the
public domain.

What | need iz a program that can handle
5000 items, probably in a series of files, with
facilities for stock number, stock quantity,
stock reorder level, stock recrder quantity,
catalogue number references for suppliers,
catalogue numbers for sales purposes, cost
reference and sales reference and a tabulate
facility across the page for any of the fields to
be printed in any crder.

| was told that if anybody knows of such a
program it would be Richard Fairhurst, so, can
you help me please?

Roy Evereit, Braintree

There's nothing quite 50 sophesticated as a
stock management program available, F'm
alraid. Well, there is one (Stock Conirol by
Scott Gaddins), but it's really rather simplistic for
your meeds,

Fd recommend usng a really good database:
Rambase 3 (see page 6) is your best bet if you have
128K, or PowerBase 2 if you only have 64K,

Thes mieght be a bit awlovard n some
cincumstances, for example, removing one item
from stock necessilales a whole ‘Edi’ acthon - but
it's the best you'l getl

Feel the heat
A few weeks ago my 6128 suddenly
stopped working, so | went down to the
local electronic repairs place [they usually do
videos) and they charged me AS30 to get it
working again.

They said the Z80 had blown, which sounds
pretty major, but fine, | can afford such
repairs, Yesterday it did it again, and
when | opened the case it sure

felt pretty hot. | bought a
new gne, ::haap
I electronics

| don't

want to bother with this again, £o what can | do

to stop it happening once more?
Scott Roberts, New South Wales

You could try gong back 1o your repair
shop and askng lor some money back
because ther ongnal shoddy repair dedn’l
Laest, hovveneir, theey meght not be co-operatne
Aryway, get hold of some heat snk paste (such as
Unick, see boltom left) from an electronics shop,
and fnd a bt of heat smk [the metal part which
removes heal from elecironc equpment] - lry a
disused transformer or Spectrum
Shick ths on 1o the W of your 280 with the heal
sink pasie (bemg careful not to kok your fingers, itis
fairly toxoc), make sure that it"s not touching the
metal of any chip leps, and wail lor thes (o dry. Your
CPC should then be back in full workeng order,

PCW

Part 1

1 Because of the limitations

of having a cassette player

on my 484 Plus. | was

wondering if it would be

possible to transfer the disc

drive from an Amstrad PCW

8256 and plug it into the

484 Plus. 30, how could it

be done?

2 Would it be possible to

make the printer from the

PCW compatible with the

4564 Plus?

3 Would | need to install the

disc drive interface which |

think you gave instructions

for in AASI? | don't mind if a &
litde soldering is in order.

Jason Barber, Thetford Part 2

Clireult training -
the CampurSoft DIY ROM box.

Only re-connect
My little brother broke the connector
on our dizc drive. Thinking it was useless
wa gave away all our discs including CP/M
[dohf). Is there a replacement file or disc
copier avallabla, preferably PD? | have a
formatter. Would a ParaDOS ROM be a suitable

My daughter and son-in-law

run a small busi

5 from

heme using a PCW 8256,

| visited them for
Christmas, and took a few of
my 6128 discs, hoping that
there was some way of
getting them working for the
children - but no joy.

Is there any way | can
convert the word processor
to a CPC to load a game like

Monopaly?

Also, | read the comms
article back in AA105, but
the PC emulator is not

applicable.

George Hales, Coventry
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| am also
thinking about getting
a ROM box. How would |
connact it with my DDI-1
plugged in?

Is the Protext ROM still available,
from Arnor or any other supplier?

Do you recommend the DES ROM? (Please
say yes, as | want to show this to my mum.)

Is it possible to build your own ROM box? |
am a very good instruction follower, although
an electronics novice.

My final batch of questions...

| am thinking of getting a 3.5-inch disc
drive, If | get ParaD0S, will this format BOOK?
Which drive do you recommend? Would it be
possible to use an Amiga's extemal drive and
still use it for the Amiga?

John Herbert, Harlow

Mecrosystems
3 model, lor example
ln 01953 483750). ParaDO5
does format to S00K. Amsga
external drmes are basacally the same as
CPC 3.5nch drves, but the cablng needs a
bt of soldering before it will work on a CPC.

Perplexing printer
| bought my son a new, ex-catalogue
6128 Plus. He decided he wanted a
printer to go with the unit so we purchased a
Citizen ABC-24 which Dixons told us was
compatible with the 6128 Plus.

When we got the printer home, we realised
that the easy-start disc supplied with the
printer was of the 3.5-inch variety, so we
decided that we would get an add-on 3.5-inch
disc drive.

With the help of Amstrad Action, we decided
on oné sold by Siren Software. However, | still
cannot play the instruction disc on it. So, try as
| might, | am stuck with a printer which | cant
gt to print anything other than the demo
sheots, and by using PIP, which only prints as |
type, digit for digit.

| really do need some advice before | smash

There are plenty of PD
copeers avaiable — you could
be lorgaeen for thankang that

the PD scene néver comes up with
much else, m facl. Try the Genman
ulilities Disc'oMagic or the shghtly
unreltable Crime. Alternatredy,
ParaDOS on ROM does al this and
much, much maore.

A ROM box comes with 2 through
connector, 50 wou simply slot your
P01 in behind it. Protext is stll
available, try 0J Software (= 01257

the whole blasted thing up.
RJ Angell, Cheshire
| don't like
o tell you
this, bast
you didn't

really need to
buy the 3.5
inch disc
drive... The
casy-start
disc is

compatible

421915), DES rs'a very good buy for
GPC novices and those who find wsing the standard
RSXs to perform dise operations tricky, although
advanced users won't find much use for it
Get ParaDOS, and iif you send an A4 envelope)
instructions on how to build yowr own ROM Box (see
péc above and on page 21) from CampurSoft, 10
Mentosh Cot, Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2HW
= 014] 554 4735
Most 3. 54nch drives ane pretty moch sdentical,
although t's bast to get one with a ssde swatch on it,
Secret code
H you've tried to list any of the recent covertape
leaders you might be purrled to find a tiny
program consisting of one machine code CALL
and a RUN staterment. A cursor-controlled menu
replete with AA logo can hardly be crammed into
two lines of BASIC, can it? And, as for the
transfer to disc routine...

The covertape menu, unsurprisingly, is
actually writton in machine code. There's no
othar way of doing the tape-to-disc code, and it
makeos for a friendlier display. However, there

are reasons for wanting it to be a BASIC
program: one example ks that loading BASIC

Apnl 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION

PCs, not
CPCs
There's no way this disc will work on your 6128
Flus, even o the disc swe is the same. However,
you'll be pleased 1o know that printing from your
Plus i i fact very easy.

As you have oblaned some success from
CP/ANs PP command. it seems that the printer is
plugged in cormectly with the right kead. So let’s say
that you want to print the words Hello world'. Seatch
on your printer and 61 28 Plus, select Amstrad

As sosy o4... except s nob.

programs (as some covertape programs are)
from a machine code menu would be well-nigh
impossible.

The solution, then, is to have a BASIC
program CAlLLing a machine code routine.
Usually, this would be done either by loading in
the machine code from disc, or poking it in from
DATA statements. For reasons of speed and
space, though, the machinge code in the
covertape menu is contained in the same file as
the BASIC.

A BASIC program starts at address &170.
With a short (two-fine!) program such as the
mienu, it's over by ELAD: use a monitor (such as
Maxam) to seo where the first free part of
memary is. This iz the ideal place to locate your
machine code routine. The only problem is

Covertape
clinic

CPC 464, CPC 6128, CPC 454 Phas

ACTION
P

PICASSO ~~
~SCREEN DUMP

Art breaker

| have a 464 Plus. When | load the 464
version of your covertape program [AA107)
Picasso, the program loads okay, but the
sereen definition is poor. When the
crodshairs aré moved to the menu icons the
mgnu bar appears at the top of the screen

but the text 15 unreadable.

| bought this a8 a back issua.
Campbell McDougall, Renfrew

BASIC, and type PRINTAE, “Hello woeld.” The
sentence should appear on the prnter. You can do
the same with any semence you ke and word
processors hike Profext and Tasword should atso
print happdy to your Cdizen

To pet effects ke bodd and italics, though, you
need 1o set the panter o Epsoncompatible mods
— check the printer manual for how 10 do this. Sadly,
graphics printing on 24-pn penlers, e yours, 5
generally not well catered for by CPC programs, so
youl have less luck with Stop Press, Advanced Art
Studio, and the like, You'll stll find the 3.5-nch disc
drive uselul, especially now that Jnch discs are
nighron impossible to buy at reasonable rates,

combining the two and saving them out into ong
file. You could write a special routine to load both
files in and save them out together, but it's
arguably easier to PEEK and copy out the bytes
making up the BASIC program (from &170 to
L19F, for example], and then insert them using
defb at the start of the machine code source fle,
To finish off, you need to make sure that the
file in question is marked as BASIC, not machine
code. Again, you can write a special program to
load it in and save it out with filotype 0. H you'ra
just doing a one-off, though, you might as well
take a Sector Editor to the first sector of the file,
replace the 02 in the headar [binary fle) with 00
{unprotected BASIC), making sure to decrement
the two-byte checksum at bytes 67 and 68
accordingly, and save the sector.




ot of the letiers that AA receves concem
themseives with the non-awvasabilty of CFC
. You've got a greater chance of

gettng a squeal of enjoyment from watching Dems
MNesden's attempts at humals than Snding 5 major
chan store with a blast of CPC software,

The way ahead for scme time now has been mad
orgder, You know that there is an abundance of {op
quality independant software producers springing up
at a raring rate, but did you know that you can buy a
vast range of CPC goodies cheaply? Here are some
suggestions to help you find the bargains. ..

A cottage industry has prown up arcund the
second-hand market, after all if that is the only way
you can get hold of solftware then so be it
@ Advantage: the gear is dirt cheap, so cheap
fact that you could get hold of eight secondhand
budget tapes for the price of a brand-new one. Wiy

Baiguin
hunters start
e re

CampurSoft 10 Mcintosh Court, Wellpark,
Glasgow G31 2ZHW

o QL4 1554 4735,/ Tax 0141 227 4486

King Arthur's Domain, Brympton Cettage,
Brunswick Rd, Worthing, Sussex BNL1 3NQ
=Max 01903 206739

Merfin-Serve [address as above)

5D Microsystems, PO Box 24, Attleborough,
Marfolk NRL7 IHL =,/Tax 01953 483750
UAUG, 25 Uplands Crescent, Fareham, Hants,
POL1E 75Y = 01329 234291

WACCI, 7 Brunswood Green, Hawarden,
Deeside, Clywd CHS 3JA = 01244 534942
8BIT, Harrowden, 39 High Street,
Sutton-in-the-lsle, Ely, Cambs CBG 2RA

o 01353 777006

by new when a used one i just 35 pood?
& Disadvantage: not many people know of

these servces 50 are missing oul. However,
not you, and not now, we hope.

AA's Angela Coaik has set up MerinServe, 2
business saling seconduser software and
equipment at the kowest prites possible. Angeta, hit
upon 2 beautifl concapt. She looked at the sihuation
of the tme and dacided that & brandnew softaane
was rot being released then the only oplion was o
gather up kot of secondhand pear and lat you deble
info the wares and come out with a2 bergain,

The senvice i brifant. This i quite a diversion
for AA because | don't think we have ever reviewed 2
sofiware supplier before, but what the heck, you
nged o ndw,

The service is magical
Fast and friendly are the key words surrounding
Merfin-Serve, S0 many people are put off from
grdening secondhand software from mdneduals that
a sennce such as thus should help nontristers 1o
get non the act. You could say it is the best thing
o happen to the CPC in years.
Angela has lote of cagsatis pamas fior only
50p, many disc offerings fior £3, quite 2
few pieces ol hardware,
Magannes and spang
paris. In shoet, you should
fnd 2 bargain, She even buys
your urwanted stuff and consader
SwWaps — @ good way to chaar
your sheles and lat others fake
sdvantage of your unneeded goodies.

There's mare. Angela's dad rns a FD
library called King Arthur's Doman 50 you
could do all your shopping @ one g0.
[Batter than QWC - the shopping chamel -
too, not least because there's somathing of
inkerest to wou n it

WACQ, that mfameous club, has setup a
Market Stall for its members.

“Whach market is that located in?* 1001
readers up and down the country are
asking themsehoes. Well when il says
Markei Stoll it rs achuslly 3 reference lv a
page that is set aside in WAGC! for
members to sell ther excess software and
hardware and plead for wanted goods. it's
a bit like AX's smal ads except that people
who place wanted ads are recorded and
matched to sellers o, 25 WACC] Editor

David Creckes buys an armful of newsprint,
unsheathes and sharpens his scissors, and hopes
that the first cut will be the cheapest.

BARGAINS

Paul Dwerryhiouse says,

“He who wants, talks to he that has,”

The pubbcation SBIT formerly S-bit Mart)
provides an magarse devobed to adverts. This is
not 2 pure secondhand fest but there is a large
zmount of classified advertisements which may
provide just what you are looking for, &t nidiculoushy
cheap prices. it's worth taking a look.

Don’t be had
What if you don't Bke buying things secondhand for
foar of getting rubbesh n retum for your Cash? There
i5 & risk when you buy used poods that what you
recene has been played aboit with so mach that it
has become as wom as Damon Hil's tyres.
Members of the two major user groups, WACC
and the United Amstrad User Group (LAUG), can
claim 2 discount on 2 potpourri of goodies from
respected soffies such as 50 Microsystems and
CarnpurSoft. Al you need to do &5 subscribe to
either one of the clubs and save stacks of moolah,
Then, there are the AA reader ads {see page
15), They are free, they cover the whole CPC sceng,
and because they are a section withn AA you get 2
bargzin before yiou even start putting biro to grd.
Vihat are you waiting for?
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Cost of back issues *
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Publishing Limited, and send the whole lot off to:
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