
BLIJE vyAR
I r.m€mber when I fi6t staned in
the Net'y .lùring the Second Wodd
rvar. I was a midshipmm, had jusr

iôined the U79 ùd wâs âbour to æ
on my ftrsr mision around the kles
ofthe Pacific Oc.an (wluch, cottrary
to i$ dm., was the wûe of Fvele
fishtind.
B€fo.. re.iry Ibe 15 other nenbeB
ofrhc c.N, I dsid.d to carry our a
detÂiled visil of rhe subnârine,
&comp.nied by ihe nrsr oficer.
ROOM I:
CoDttol/Operdons R@m wirh all
nccessry enrrcls: spd, cou6c,
fuel end deÛiciry .ewes, oxysen
rc*n6t brcakdown alarm, Èdio,
depth, di$dce frcr the shcd, eÉ.

ROOM 2:
Padâr Rdr whêe teo mên
onstandy w.Lh the rad.r whe. on
sù.facc md rhe Fnar when divins.
They e$âblisb ùe posidon of ay
ship in ùe vicinity. IÆadns orhcr
ships very preisely .Iovs us to
prepa4 for alsck. This is where I
lcarDrùarùesonaris ùeonlyPay
1o lcatc subhersed sub@hes.
ROOM 3:
H€r. the los is updated dâily,
derdlins.lleve s, in pa.ricul.r ùe
tT€ ând nunbêr ofships dèsircyed.

I .hink of aU rhN mks I wiu have
ro .ee.h b.fore becomins a

Côûnlrnder. Each sùaessful
hission wil brins m€ nearer to this
dreo whi.h $.ned in my
chnôood. BE CAREFUL of
piloting ù66 or idng dBtrùction
ofu auicd ship which Pill bring you

ROOM 4:
Ræô.ds Rmm wherc I .ân .he.k rhê



.eords on iypê ùd charac$is.ics of
r".ious lhips pâIrcllins ùe are.
(cruis, desroyd, .nû.ft cùriq,
bâdeships, sub@lines ind supply

Knowing ù* chùacreislics
p.rfædy will alloe me ro Fognise
€sily ûy ship, in order ro ch(!* m
@sy Érsel pr6enring ve.y lirde risk.
ROOM 5:
Ensùe R@6, wi$ â d.tailed repon
of the a.@s which ould .xplodc od
thts endùger the c@.
rwâtch the n@s of propulsion, tÀe
el.ctronic equiprneût, the sfery
equipment, md thc resds.
ROOM 6:
Mâp shôwiûs th. islaDds in the areâ
!s wel as ùe .hips lmlcd o! .hc
!adù. en thc U79 scs oùiside
rbe boùndri* ôfthê rru sÀôsn on
the tâp, the ncxt mp will comc up

ROOM 7:
R.dio R@m to r@ive ùy messgB
frcm bâse. A negge tells h€ ro
hake a preci* note of rhe mission

ROOM 8:
M.id nenù .cccsible al any rim. ro
âIo* nê tô chmæ uy coDkol

Âftq this visit I realis rhar we hâve
herc a fo@idabl. ofldsive *.âpon,
rh.ûr to iis .dvùced eleùoDic
eqÙpmnr, irs dùd propùlsion
s,5tcn - dies€l srd elecEic - ils hùh
sp..d (20 knors on ùe sudâ.e ùd
15 knors whd .ùbnersed) irs
Fri$ope which can be ù$d ùp rc a
dcprh of4 met cs aDd ils rorpedæs
(to bc usd in teo\ every 12



Oùr eilitrs tise of 23.30 is selting
osrc., the Genêrd Strff.di6 rhc
nnsion code esæn.ial to .etuû ro
base. Sla!.liûg ù .he coDrrol rdm,
I siv€ the fusr ordcrs.

Stan up th6 di6cl ensines (D),
gradual ec.ele.âtioû. I û.n onsulr
tb€ naps ro examin€ ùe ard and the
posi.ion of thc læâred ship.-

Cdd, very good. Th. small dor it
the Nonh W6l s€ds tor.Iy ielâted
ùd i. going foMr.l slo*ly, ir is û
id@l tatger. Th. ndio oflicêr wm.
ne of u jlcomhs mesesê, the
H@dquarr€G ParD m. ù.t 4 ships
havc b€en locared in ny â@, wiù
tu sùbnariûe mùnd- lî .ll sæms

I go beck 1Ô ùê conrol r@m: we go
to ponside (e): at 32(rr I Îm ôn
ûe ensines which propêl the ship ro
20 knô$. I *ôr d lik€ lo r@h ùe
rdset in the @.ly momhg to incr@*
ùesup.i$ clïær. I chek th. map:
5" of orrccrion ro srarb@rd (J).

Â few hou6 leter *c hav. rcached
our wgct, Ihe crcP are .ll at then
posts. I ordd the sr.njns up of rhe
elcricd eqines ro deeaæ .he
noi* ûd tô be r@dy ro dive ar ùy
timc if de6sry. Dive to 3 rdies
ùd kæp ro that level.
The lrmGphere is tdse i! rh.
ontrcl en. I s.eh for rI€ rarger.
Here oûes â crui*.. Ir sers nûer
ùd lùa.., iI s€ss a p€.fccr Îùset
ro sÉn thc banle. We mùsr âpp@ch

Fir. ùe l6t two Îor"edoeslll(T).
The lorpcdG hav€ b..n fted .nd
mov€ slowly towùds ùe ships.
Unlonwtely it ir difficulr ro ûft in
sùch hei'r s6 ùd the torpedo€i
pass bêhind.nd miss th6 ships.

The .re of the Èget ship hav.
l@ated us ùd are tuins aI u.-



I have time 1Ô fie morhd teô
rorpèdæs bur I hsvc 1ô be For€
preise and Dodily the aim ir vi*
ofrh. sp6d oflhe 1ârg€I and of ùe
h6vy ws. I have rc aim for rbe bow
h€d of th€ crui*ri pcparc rorpedo
rubêsl&2odFIRE!!!
The grùp ofrorpedæs spced ùke a
shûk towùds the rars.r. The U79
dives lery quickly. All silendy counr
the sconds ùd wlrctt rhe f@m. Thê
blow seûed Duffled, fd âvay dd
iùsisnificanr but thc nen kncw when
Ihey sq the RED COLUMNS ùar

The ship\ supe$lructurês âbo!. the
poini of iFpacr æ disl@red,
ros€ther with thê bndse, a firc sra.rs
up ùd a thi.k molc enrelops rùc
ship. The ship stops immediarely
ûd leûs b srarboùd ûd sink i!

After lwo minutes rhe sa becomd
crtn isain forseting ùe tFsedy
th.r h8s jùsr occured.
Chek th€ bâridies : OK
Oxyger re*ryes : OK
Thc âlem shows ûar rhe ship hes
bten bit by the tuing, R6r 4 - I
mli*ùat ir is ùe ûdio. I remdbe.
ùat a frieûdly ship is parrcUiog rhe
arcâ. It is êquipped !o carry out
rep.i6 ùd supply erde, ùd

Vê sudâce io compler€ rhe oxysc!
rest6 ùd ùF rhe di*l eryi!6 ro

I rcmembêr ùe plcasùE of ûrr

A feP d.ys Lier we s a nry râ.8er.
I thi.l verr quickly, wor}jry our rh.
t6t ùslc of âmct od comsring
my c.lolations constudy. The
hurter's institrcr is aw.kcûêd in ûe,
bul d.ver ùs thê huni b6. so
difticult. Th. srcm is reeding bur



the kas are heala and rhe smll
subma.ine is difficùlr 10 cônt6l.
Sh@tins in rhok ondidons, on
moviûs târgeÎs, is like rryi.s ro
hârp@n 3 qhals speeding .long.
Beins s neù lo the rargtl .ls mems
thârwe could b. hit by th. explosion
of our oer rôrpedæs.

Nevemird ! \Yê qtror nis such d

I raie ny voicel rve arc lear ro rhe
eftmyj .s s@n as ee have fi.ed, dive
to 6 metres 8nd say rherê.

Ready? FIR.E!

The subnùinê spirs our ils rwo
deâdly torpedcs and dives.

The aiam lishts up. To dive in diesel
is ù expensive misbtê.
The submùine srop6 ir irs t acks,
tle ensines stop ând tâke in w.É..
I snn up the pups (P) ro empry
out $e ware. aDd I rm or ùê

The ensiDes propel the ship sloely
and we continùê Io dive. Srddenly
ù extraordinary shæk shâkes the
submùine whi.h hiis the ship. The
c.ew ùd I dive inro rhe depûs of
lhe w and h€rc srops â mision
ehich had sraned wnh e much

Fo.ruDarely it is only E sre ûd the
mission cân st8rt asah wiù â rôre
expeiiênced midshipna!.
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