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he best way to approach Comwall is from the sea, as the fint baden did thousands
of years ago. Meditenanaan travellen, rounding Cibraltar and sailng north along the
coast, find a pemnsula shaped like a miruah-re ltaly, hpped on its side and prqecting
from the southwest comer of England into the Atlantic vatex.
It is in Comwall that King Arthur held cout, at a spot now known as Camelford.
Across these moors rode Calahad and Lancelot. On these shores Iseult pned for her
lost love, Tristram. And on these mrghty cliffs Jack killed the gants Cormoran,
Calliganhs, and Thunderbore.

Many Comish folk believe in faines, wrshes, charms, and omens. And why not? In Comwall, such things do
exist. Onomes hammer away in the tin mhes. Pixes tum the milk sour Vhen a pin is thrown into the Holy
'Well 

near Roche on ltAaundy ThuMay, the bubbles reveal your fortr.me. A ghost coach drawn by headless
horses appean in Penryn just before Christrnas. If you don't avert your eyes when you see it, the coachman
will spirit you away.

Cornwall has many interesting old manor houses, a mrnber of them built h the Midde Ages. There are also
several castles, mostly in ruins but stlll impressive. These ancient dwellngs have housed distinguished Comish
families and wihressed countles histoncal events.liesyllian Castle, a mediaeval forhes Mth a residenhal
wing attached, is a hne example of such a home.

The oldest parts of the castle, the Tover and the Curtain Vall, were built in rzaz by Horace of Tiesyllian, to
defend Frobzance Cove from pirates at sea. In rz5r, Horace conshucted a Chapel (uniquely sifuated on the
second floor of the Tower)for the baptism of his flst son and heir

Tresyllian Castle has its share of Comish lore. The legend of the Vhite Lady originated in the r+th century,
when SrThomasTresyllian's young bnde proved rmfaihful and vas walled up alive as ptmishment. Her
woeful spirit wanders the Tover on moonlit nights.

Tiesyllian Castle vas renovated in the mid r5oo's, whan FrancisTattersall-liasyllian, rrth Earl of Frobzance, 3rd
Baron Tatdale, built a Residential Ving on the site of the eastern part ol the orighal Curtan Vall. The rooms
vere refrnbished in raoT in anticipation of a visit from Queen Mctoria.

Sifuated on Frobzance Cove, vith a commanding view of the English Channel, the castle is a charming
blend of historical heasues and everyday comforts, carefully mahtahed for ou enjoyment by the noble
Tresyllian family. G-IM5.BRO



TRESYLLTAN CASTLE IS ALMOST
EIGTTT CENTURIES OLD. AFTER
ALLTTIESE YEARS, N IS STILL
INHABITED BY MEMBERS OF TTIE
TNESYLLI,AN EAMILY
Imagine yourself as an eighteenth-cenh-ry travel-
ler, riding yor-r horse acrcss the desolate Comish
moon. Tlroughout lhe long day, you see nothing
but scrub and bog and craggy rocks loomin€ on
the horizon. Toward evening, a dank fog rolls in
of the coast. Jusl as you're contemplating the
tenors of spending a nighl on the moor, the stone
h-rrets of a caslle appear through the mist. A flag
bearing a noble coat of arms flutters from the
tower: As you ride closer, fuht blazes from the
mtdlioned windows and a servant n:ns out to take
yor-r weary steed. You have arrived at Tresyllian
Castle.

Today, Lord liesyllian ofen thousands of yearly
visitors the same hospitality family friends have
been accorded through the cenh-nies. Vhen
vieving the castle, it is easy to pichne oneself
as lhe historic baveller, aniving at last at a
civilised olace.

The Courqrard
The stones ,vhich pave the Cotntyard bear the
mark of cenfuries of revelry, warfare, and every-
day life. The crurnblhg Cr-rtain Vall sor.rthwest of
the gate once sr-rrounded the castle, guarding
against nvaders. The Tower (also called the
Keep) provided lving space. Dtning the frequent
battles, mediaeval maidens huddling in banen
rooms could hear the shouls of the marauders
and the thud of the baltering ram against the
massive wooden door

Now a h-o<r-rious Residential Ving has replaced
the eastern section of the Vall, and the only
sounds you hear are the surging *nf in the
nearby cove and the welcomng voice of
you hosl.

The Foyer
The decor of lhe austere, high-ceilhged Foyer
reflects the Tresyllian family's pride in their Cor-
nish heritage. Footsteps echo on the ganite pav-
ing stones, carved from the Cornish Nls. The
huge sculpted bronze doors leading into the Great
Hall tell the tale of Tirsbam and lseult, unhappy
bride of the King of Cornwall. And the oil painting
near lhe mahogany coat rack shows Jack the
Giant Killer, anolher famous resident of Cornwall,
slaying lhe two-headed giant Thurderbore.



The unbrella sland by the front door is acfually
an elephanl's foot. Vhen the eccenhic Lord
Cheslerliesyllian was on safari h rgoz, aluge
bull elephant hampled ihe campsite, breaking his
Lordship's foot. In revenge, Lord Chester shot the
elephant and brought back ib foot to hold his
urnbrellas.

The DrawingRoom
The airy Draving Room is where the Tiesyllian
family meets to enjoy each olher's company as
well x lhat of their guests. The Dresden blue walls
and funishings soothe the senses and comple-
ment the elegant gold-leafed frames around the
many mrTors and parmngs.

The spacious feelng is enhanced by the tall
French vindows. which overlook Frobzance
Cove to the east and the formal gardens to the
north. The Belgian tapeshy on lhe south wall is a
beastred lamily heirloom. Voven oI wool and
spun gold, it depich a maiden tending a rnicorn in
a bear.rtifi.rl rose garden.

The satin cushion of the small goldJeafed arm-
chair belore the freplace bean the imprint of
Oueen Mctoria. for this is where she sat on her
visit to lresyllian Castle in rs6z

TheNewGreatHall
In the Midde Ages, entire families lived and slept
in a castle's great hall. By the time the Tresyllian
Family built their New Oreat Hall, the rcom was
used mostly for holiday enteilaining and for con-
ducting important business.

Vhen the local villagen anive for Clrishnas
dinner, they are seated around the long oak table
in lhe cenbe of the room. A lue is lit in the mas-
sive fireplace, which is decorated with the liesyl-
lian coat of arms. The elaborate wood carving
sunourding the fireplace extends upward through
a vast open slairwell to lhe gallery, where the
porbaits of lresyllian ancestors gaze down upon
the feshviiies.

The suit of armor.n slanding by the bronze doon
was worn by Sir Oeoffreytesyllian at Bosworth
Field in r+a5. You might think that a knight wearing
lhis armou would feel protected. However, the
metal is so heavy thal even a shong man had
difiiculty walking, and hghting an enemy or riding
a hone was nea y impossible.



The Gallery
The Callery is reached by climbing one of lhe
staircases on either side of lhe freplace.

The walls of the Gallery display the Tlesyllian
family porhaits. Among the somber faces of knighh
and peers, a fuhter note is shuck by the charm-
ing double porbait of Hadley and Zoe Tattersall-
lresyllian by the sixteenth cenh-ny Aushian
painter Baron Roland von Langosy.

High above the fireplace on the solrth wall, a
Oothic window offers a dramatic view of lhe
English Channel, Mth cargo and pleastne boals
plying the blue-grey waters.

The SittingRoom
The Sitting Room is a defuhtful place to spend
an idle aftemoon. It is hlled Mth warm colors and
invitingly comfortable ftnnihne. The yellow silk
brocade has covered the walls for over a hlndred
yean, and lhe faded carpet paltemed with pea-
cock and chrysanthemLrns was purchased in
India by Lady 6ayle Tiesyllian in rsrz.

A guesl at the castle might wrile a letter at the
Louis XV writing desk that once belonged to
Marie Antoinette. Or play a romantic melody on
the grand piano especially built by the Klugenho-
fer Klavierwerke in Oermany. Or crnl up vith a
book on the window seat, chamingly decorated
Mth small cawed wyverns projecting like gar-
goyles from eilher end.

The DiningRoom
ln the Dining Room, lhe Tresyllians and their
intimale guests gather lo sample the culinary
maslerpieces of the family cook. It is easy lo
imagine the servants waiting in attendance as the
family setlles into the leather-cushioned chairs
around lhe gleaming mahogany table. The match-
ing sideboard can hold an impressive anay of
food, along wilh a silver pwrchbowl on festve
occasions.

The room was designed to provide a peaceful
and relaxing place lo dine. The walls are covered
in pale lilac, decorated with plaster friezes of
cupids at play. ASove the fireplace is a large oil
painting of fruits and flowers. The bracketed shelf
on the south wall holds a collechon of porcelain
vases, as well as a bronze bust of Lord Lionel
Tiesyllian.



Junction
This is where the Residential Ving joins the old
part of lhe castle. Here you can easily see the
double or.rter wall of lhe Tower, designed to
shengthen the castle against attacken. If invaders
did manage to break in, they would have to frght
lheir way up a vinding stairway between lhe two
valls, then cross to the opposite side of lhe Tower
in order lo reach lhe next stairway.

Vinding stairways take trp some of the space
betrveen the walls. Legends tell of secret passage-

ways in other parts of the Tower

The OldGreatHall
Cenhnies ago, the Old Creat Hall was a dark and
gloomy place, healed by a smoking fire h a vast
slone fireplace and lit by small nanow windows.
The only ftrnishings were a large oak table, a
few benches. and a oair of armchairs for the Lord
and Lady.

Today, the Old Oreat Hall look very much lhe
same. The rough plaster valls are empty of deco-
ra[on, and fuhl still frlters in though the slit \dn-
dows. The main difference is that lhe original
ftrnih-ne has been moved to the Nev Creat Hall.
In its place, Lord Lionel Tresyllian has set up a
collection of memenloes fiom his bavels to the
far cornen of lhe globe. Among lhese curiosities,
be sue to look at the following:

SAn oil painting ofthe Battle ofBlood River by ihe
fanous hall Zulu. half-Afikaner arhsl, Chaka Pretonus In ihis

baflle. a few hundred Boer selllas circled theu wagons on the
bank ol lhe Ncome River ta defend themselves against an

army of Zulu vamus bnndishing spears and dubs Ealier,

fnends and relatives af lhese seltle.s had been slaughtered in a
gruesome masucre. The present band. confionted now by
overvhelmtng odds. mighl veJl have suffered the ume fate

lnstead. on Sunday the olh Decemba ta3a, lhey lought otr thei
aftackers. tohW defeating lhe anny of lhe dreaded Zulu kng
knovn as Dngaan lhe Vulture lvlore than ltrce thousand ofhts
htghly tratned wanius were kllled. vht)st arly tlvee setllas vere
wounded. The nver nn red, giving the ballJe its name.

f An exquisite carving in Chinese jade of a nlher
apeJrke, pre-human skeletan, pnbably some ancestor of
modem man.

S A gianl oystar shell fram the huth Pacifrc ocean, its
intenor surkce myslenous)y lacquered jet black.

$A papier-mache figure ofan Amazon lndian'
dressed in the weird coslume of a tnbal witch doctor. performing

the elabonte secrct ntual by which lhe anaeslhetic drug used on

lhe lnbal blowgun darls s exltacted fmm lhe nre moonflover Dlant.

The Hedge Maze
In raoz, the children of Jonalhan Tresyllian, zrst

Earl of Frobzance, pleaded vilh lheir father to let
them plan a maze in the garden. The resulting
hedge maze is one of the besl-known in England.
Today, young people (as well as old) still enjoy
wandering through the clipped passages of the
maze. Hidden h the cenbe is a beautiful salt-air
garden wilh a stone fountah and a pond filled
Mlh shimmerng goldfish.
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