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1. INTRODUCTION

TASPRINT gives CPC 464 users with popular dot-matrix printers the option of printing
in one of a set of five additional print styles. Each style of print is called a font.

TASPRINT produces output with characters that are twice the normal height of dot-
matrix output. The width of each character may be greater or less than the normal
width depending upon the graphics capabilities of the printer.

Each of the five TASPRINT fonts must be configured for the printer on which they are
to be used. This is accomplished by loading and running the program on the TASPRINT
tape as described in Section 2 below. The fonts are then saved onto a blank tape. To
print using a TASPRINT font it is then only necessary to load the font from your tape
before typing in or loading your own program.

2. LOADING AND CONFIGURING TASPRINT

Load and run TASPRINT by placing the cassette in the datacorder and typing:
RUN"

and pressing:
ENTER

Note that this can also be done by holding down the control [CTRL] key and pressing
the small [ENTER] key on the numeric keypad. You will then be prompted to press the
datacorder PLAY key and then any other key. The message:

Loading TASPRINT.BAS block 1

will appear on the screen as the program begins loading. Once the Basic program has
loaded some explanatory text is shown on the screen while the five TASPRINT fonts
are loaded. The complete loading process takes about seven minutes.

Once TASPRINT has loaded follow the instructions that appear on the screen to
create the five fonts and machine code programs configured for your make of printer.
You will then be prompted to save each of the fonts onto your own tape. The program
stops after saving each font so that you may if you wish save each onto a separate
tape. This facilitates finding and loading any required font.

3. LOADING A CONFIGURED TASPRINT FONT

Only one TASPRINT font may be loaded.

It is advisable to load a TASPRINT font immediately after the machine is turned on or
reset and before loading any other program. It is essential to do this with programs
such as AMSWORD/TASWORD 464 which assign all the available memory to their own
use. A TASPRINT font will protect itself from these predatory programs.

To load a configured TASPRINT font put the tape containing the required font into the
datacorder and execute one of the following:

RUN"LECTURA.BAS”
RUN"MEDIAN.BAS”
RUN"COMPACTA BAS”
RUN"DATARUM.BAS”
RUN"PALACE.BAS”



To load the first font on the tape just execute:
RUN"
Once the font has loaded the “Ready” message will appear at the top of an empty
screen. You can now type in your own commands or program or load a program from
tape.
Once a font has loaded all characters sent to the printer by executing
PRINT#8  or  LIST#8

will be intercepted by the TASPRINT software. The printer will print its normal
character set until the font is turned on. The font is turned on by executing one of the
first five of the following, depending on which font is loaded:

Font Font on Command Function Key
Lectura Light PRINT#8,CHR$(214) 1
Median PRINT#8,CHR$(215) 2
Compacta PRINT#8,CHR$(216) 3
Data Run PRINT#8,CHR$(217) 4
Palace Script PRINT#8,CHR$(218) 5
Any Font Off PRINT#8,CHR$(246) 9
Underline On PRINT#8,CHR$(212); 0
Underline Off PRINT#8,CHR$(244);

To facilitate the entry of the Font On commands TASPRINT automatlcal]y
defines the appropriate function key when a font is loaded. For example, if
Compacta is loaded then

PRINT#8,CHR$(216)  and [ENTER]

is obtained by holding down the [CTRL] key and pressing the [3] key on the
numeric keypad.

Once the loaded font has been turned on using the appropriate Font On
command all subsequent

PRINT#38 and LIST#8

statements will be printed in the TASPRINT font. To turn the font off and revert
to normal printing use the function key [CTRL] [9] to obtain:

PRINT#8,CHR$(246) and [ENTER]
as indicated in the above table of TASPRINT commands.

While the font is turned on output may be underlined by [CTRL] [0], or
equivalently, by

PRINT#8,CHR$(212);
Underlining is turned off by [CTRL] [.] which is equivalent to:
PRINT#8,CHR$(244);



4. THE TASPRINT CHARACTER SET

The TASPRINT character set consists of the standard ASCII symbols and the 2nd
character set used by AMSWORD/TASWORD 464. This character set is listed in the
appendix.

For example, to print the a character: This character is listed in the appendix as
having code 164. To print this character when a TASPRINT font is On execute:
PRINT#8,CHR$(164)

5. TASPRINT AND AMSWORD/TASWORD 464
5.1 CONFIGURING AMSWORD/TASWORD 464

THIS SECTION ONLY APPLIES TO VERSION 1.02 OF AMSWORD/TASWORD 464. NO
CONFIGURING IS NECESSARY FOR SUBSEQUENT VERSIONS. TO SEE YOUR VERSION
NUMBER GO INTO BASIC AND EXECUTE LIST 10.

(1) Load AMSWORD/TASWORD in the usual way (RUN");

(2) Go into Basic by pressing [CTRL] [ENTER] and then [B] followed by [ENTER];
(3) Place the TASPRINT tape in the datacorder;

(4) Type: MERGE "TP” and press [ENTER];

(5) You will be prompted to press the PLAY button and then any key. This merges a
short program which is recorded on the TASPRINT tape immediately after the
fonts;

(6) Type RUN and press [ENTER] and after the “Ready” prompt appears type RUN
and press [ENTER] again;

(7) You will see the word processing program running normally. Save your modified
program as described on page 9 of the program manual.

5.2 LOADING TASPRINT AND AMSWORD/TASWORD 464

Load the required font first as described in Section 3. Then load your AMSWORD or
TASWORD 464 in the normal way by executing RUN",

AMSWORD/TASWORD will run normally once loaded. If you access the main menu by
[CTRL] [ENTER] then you will see that the characters free count is reduced by about
5,000 characters. This is because the font is occupying memory space which is
otherwise free for the text file.



5.3 USING TASPRINT WITH AMSWORD/TASWORD 464

AMSWORD and TASWORD 464 reclaim the function keys for their own use as
described on page 45 of the program manual. The TASPRINT font that is loaded is
turned On by typing the appropriate printer control character into the text. These
printer control characters are the inverse capital letters V through to Z as shown in
the bottom right hand corner of the help page. Each of these inverse characters will
print as a space and will turn the font On for TASPRINT printing beginning with the
start of the line containing the control character.

The printer control characters given by the lower case inverse letters v through z
turn the font Off and normal printing commences from the beginning of the line
containing the control character.

The printer control character inverse T will turn TASPRINT underlining on and
inverse t turns underlining off.

AMSWORD/TASWORD sends the codes associated with the normal and second
character set characters as described on pages 34, 37 and 39 of the program manuals.
If a character is redefined to be, for example, printed as a character followed by a
backspace followed by another overprinted character, then when the TASPRINT font
is turned on it will be printed as three separate TASPRINT characters.

Printer control characters other than the TASPRINT printer control characters
should not be embedded in text that is to be printed with the TASPRINT font turned
on.

The number of TASPRINT characters that a printer can print on one line varies
according to the make of printer. The TASPRINT configuring program specifies this
line length for your make of printer when run. Lines of text that exceed this line length
will wrap round onto the next line, and word-wrap and justification will be lost. If you
are using a printer that prints, for example, 48 TASPRINT characters per line then it
is advisable to set the right margin at column 48 before typing text that is to be
printed with the TASPRINT font turned on.

6. USING TASPRINT WITH OTHER PROGRAMS

TASPRINT can be used with other programs provided that after loading a TASPRINT
font there is enough free memory remaining for the other program to load and run
and provided that the other program does not reset the Machine Pack indirection MC
PRINT CHAR at #BD2B. For these reasons the successful use of TASPRINT with other
commercially available programs cannot be guaranteed.
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APPENDIX - CHARACTERS AND CODES
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Tasprint 464 drives the following printers

Amstrad DMP 1

Epson FX-80

Epson RX-80

Epson MX-80 Type Il
Shinwa CP-80
Mannesmann Tally MT80
Star DMP 510/515
Brother HR5

Printed by Edwin M Harmer, 67a Raglan Road, Leeds 152 9DZ. Telephone (0532) 440790



